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The War op Benqal. 


T H E fcope of our narrative now calls ns from the coaft of 
Coromandel to relate the calamities which at this time befel 
the Englifh fettlements in Bengal ; previous to which, it 
is requifite to inveftieati* »*«• «Ufc and progrefs of the com* 

mete* ui the province, and to give fome portion of the hiftoiy of 
the Mahomedan government. 

Bengal is the eaftemmoft of the provinces which cwnfnfi the 
empire of the great Mogul. It lies betw e e n the degrees a6. 30. and 
si. 3a of north latitude, and extends from the 86th to the 97th 
degree ot longitude, computing from the meridian of Lqpdon. Its 
area is nearly 21 fquare degrees. 

The Ganges, from its irruption through the mountains of the 
frontier, flows for 300 miles to the fouth-eaft, when it receives the 
Jumna at Allahabad. From hence its coutfe continues. 300 miles 
almoft dixtfrly eaft, when having received feven large rivers, pnd 
more of inferior note, it enters the province of Bengal, according to 
Vol. D. B the 
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The War of Bengal. Book VI. 

the ancient definition, in the latitude of 25. to, where its current 
on the right hand walhes the foot of a mountain called Tacriagully, 
from whence it ftrikes to the se, until it reacheth the fea. A hundred 
miles below Tacriagully it fends off an arm to the fouth, which is. 
called the river of CoJJimbuzar ; and 50 miles lower, another, called 
the JJingeer , which, after flowing about 40 miles to the sw, 
unites with the other at a town called Nuddeah. The river 
formed by the jun&ion of thel'c two ftreams is iometimes called 
the little Ganges , but more commonly the river Hughley, which after 
flowing 1 20 miles of latitude in a courfe which docs not verge 
more than one point to the weflward of the fouth, gains the 
fea in the latitude of 21. 30 at the ifkind of Sagor. The main 
body of the Ganges, which, for. diftin&jon is called the great 
Ganges, continues from the commencement of the river of Coflim- 
buzar, receiving a multitude of ftreams from the left, until it 
reacheth the latitude of 22. 45, where its waters are met by thole 
of another river even larger than itfelf, called the Baramputrab y 
which rifes on the enftem fide of the vaft mountains that fend forth 
the Ganges to the weft. The conflux of thefe two mighty rivers is 
tumultuous, and has formed feveral large iflands between their 
jun&ion and the open fea, which their waters, through feveral 
extenfive channels, reach about 35 miles lower down, in the latitude 
of *2. 10. 7 acriagulty is iL«. termination of a vaft range of moun? 

tains, which accompanies die courfe of die Uougcs trom the weft ; 
and about 50 miles weft of Tacriagully, where they begin to form 
the north boundary of Bengal on this tide the river, another range 
ftrikes from them to the fouth, but in a curve iwelling to the weft;- 
ward, which terminates widiin fight of the fea, at the Nelligrec 
hills, 30 miles inland from the town of Ballafore, in the latitude of 
21. 30. Several diftri&s belonging to Bengal lie interfperfed within 
thefe mountains, but none beyond them ; for to the weftward they 
extend feveral degrees, and are in fome parts impaflable, as far as 
the province of Berar in the Pecan ; to the north they divide Bengal 
from the fouthern drvifion of Beh ah, and to the fouth, feem the 
natural feparation of Bengal from Orixa, which nevcrthelefs has 

acquired 
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acquired a trad of country within them, extending 20 miles along 
the fea-coafts from Balafore to the river of Pipley, which dif- 
embogues oppofite to the liland of Sagor. On the eaftern fide of the 
Ganges, the territory of Bengal extends to the north as far as the 
latitude of 26. 30. where it is bounded by the foot of the firft range 
of mountains approaching Thibet. By the acquifition of a country, 
called Purnea , the territory on this fide the river extends 20 miles 
more to the weft than Tacriagully on the other ; and a line nearly 
north and fouth, from the northern mountains to the Ganges, 
marks the boundary between Purnea and the province of Behar. 
From this line the territory of Bengal extends 180 miles to the eaft- 
ward as far as Rangamatty, a town belonging to the king of Afiam, 
Situated in the latitude of 26. 10. on die river Baramputrah. The 
courle of this river from Rangamatty to the fea feems the natural 
boundary of Bengal to the eaft ; but confiderable diftri&s have been 
acquired on the other tide of it, which will be deferibed as occafion 
requires ; and at the upper part of the fea-coaft which bounds the 
bay of Bengal to the eaft, the province of Chittigan has been wrefted 
from the kingdom of Aracau. 

The fea-coaft between the mouths of the river Hughley and the 
Great Ganges, extends 1 80 miles, and the whole tra£t is a dreary 
unhofpitable fhore, which fands and whirlpools render inaccefiible 
from the fea to fhips of burden ; and for feveral miles inward, the 
land is interle&ed by numerous channels, which derive from l>oth 
rivers, and difembogue by many mouths into the fea. The iflands 
formed by thefe channels are covered with thickets, and occupied 
by deer and tygers. 

The triangle included hy the Coftimbuzar and Hughley rivers to 
the weft, by the Great Ganges to the eaft, and by die fea-coaft to 
the fouth, as well as a large traft on either hand and to the north of 
this Delta, is as level as the fandy deferts of Africa, or Arabia ; and, 
like fome of the countries on the banks of. the river of Amazons, 
no where produces a fingle ftone. The foil is a ftratum of the richcft 
mould lying on a deep fand, which being interfperfed with ftiella, 
indicates the land to have been overflowed. Such parts of this im- 
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tits. tnenle plain as are not watered by the Ganges and its branches, are 

L fertilized by many other ftreams from the mountains, and for the 

fpace of three months, from May to Auguft, when the Sun is mofUy 
in the zenith, heavy rains fall every day. 

Hence the luxuriance of the foil fuppHes the febfiftance of the 
inhabitants with lefs labour than any other country in the world. 
Rice, which makes the greateft part of their food, is produced in 
fuch plenty in the lower parts of the province, that it is often fold 
on the fpot at the rate of 2 pounds for a farthing : a number of 
other arable grains, and a Rill greater variety of fruits and culinary 
vegetables, as well as the fpices of their diet, are railed, as wanted, 
with equal eafe : fugar, although requiring a more attentive culti- 
vation, thrives every where : althougtaheir kine are of a mean race, 
and give little milk, yet the defeCt of exuberance is fopplied by the 
multitude of the animals : the calls who eat fifh, find them (wann- 
ing in all the dreams and ponds of the country, and fait is produced 
in abundance in the illands near the fea. Hence in fpite of defpotifm 
the province is extremely populous 1 and the vacation from agri- 
culture leaves a much greater number of the inhabitants, than can 
be (pared in others, at leifure to apply themfelves to the loom ; f» 
that more cotton and (ilk are manufactured in Bengal than in thrice 
the fame extent of country throughout the empire, and confequently 
at much cheaper rates. The greateft part of tbefe manufactures, 
and of the raw (ilk, is exported ; and Europe receives the largeft 
fhare ; the red goes by land and fea to different parts of the empire,, 
and other countries; to- which they likewife fend rice, fugar, beetle- 
nut, ginger, long-pepper, turmerick, and a variety of other drugs, 
and productions of the foH~ Their real wants from abroad are only 
the metals ; but fince Europe has opened a trade to fitdia, they have- 
confumcd large quantities- of woollen manufactures, and require, 
anus, and a variety of mechanical implementsbetter than they can 
make themfelves, feme from fancy, but the greateft part for ufe.. 
The abundance of advantages peculiar to this- country have induced 
foe eaftem world to call it the paradife of India ; and the weftem,. 
without hyperbole, the rich kingdom of Bengal.. But thefe ad- 
$ vantages,. 
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vantages, through a long courfe of generations, have concurred 1756- 
with the. languor peculiar to the unelaftic atmofphere of the - 
climate, to debale all the eflential qualities of the human race, 
and notwithftanding die general effeminacy of changer which is 
vifrble in all the Indians throughout the empire, the natives of 
Bengal are 1 H 11 of weaker frame and more enervated difpofition than 
thofe of any other province : bodily ftrength, courage, and forti- 
tude are unknown : even the labour of the common people is totally 
void of energy and they are of a ftupidity which neither wifhes 
nor feems to be capable of extending its operations into any variety 
of mechanical dexterity. All thofe of the better calls, who are not 
fixed to the loom, are bred to the details of traffic and money, in 
which their patience and perfeverancc are as great as their deteftation 
of danger, and averfion to bodily fatigue ; and it is common to fee 
the accounts of a huckfler in his ftall, who does not exchange the 
value of two rupees in the day, as voluminous as the books of a con- 
fiderable merchant in Europe. 

The natives of Bengal derive their religion from a code called the. 
Shafter, which they affert to be the genuine fcripture of Bramah, in 
preference to the Vidam, of which the followers affert the contrary, 
whilft neither underftand the language of the original text, which, 
is called the Shanfcrit : the very diiufe of this language is of the 
mofl remote antiquity ; it is preferred only by the Bramins, and 
underflood but by very few even of them. The two codes of 
the Shafter and Vidam divide almoft equally the whole body of the 
Indian religion throughout Indoftan. The followers of the Shafter 
are diftinguiflied by the name of Gsntoos. 

The language as well as the written chara&er of Bengal are pe- 
culiar to the natives, and not ufed in. any other province, and both 
item to be bafe derivations from the Shanfcrit. 

It appears from the hiftory of Feritfha that the fovereignty of the 
Mahomedans was eftablifhed in Bengal about the year 1.200, during Ia0 o* 
the reign of Scheabbedin, the Gauride. At this time the capital 
was L ue kmtitiy an immenfe city, to which the natives attributed 
great antiquity : k was fituated on the right fide of die Ganges, 

about 
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about 20 miles north of the ifland of Coffibuzar, and about the 
feme didance to the lbutli of Maulda. From the reign of Scheab- 
bedin to the im aiion of Tamerlane in 1399, the country during two 
centuries is always l'uppolcd annexed to the empire of Delhi, al- 
though its governors fometimes affected royalty ; and the province, 
during this period, has more than once been conferred on princes of 
the royal blood, who flood neared the throne. The confufioiis in 
the empire, which followed the invafion of Tamerlane, gave the 
rulers of Bengal better opportunity to aflert and maintain inde- 
pendence. In 1 447 they appear atVuming the dilc and dignity of 
kings, and in 1494, Sultan Alla ul dim, as monarch of lkngal, 
makes peace on equal terms with Sultan Secunder emperor ot Delhi. 
From this time the continual convullions of the throne, until it was 
feized by the intrepid hand of Bsber, left the Sultans of Bengal 
without the apprchcnlion of contronl from the tranfitory fovereigns 
who Ailed themfclves enqwrors, and c\en Baber, until bis dcutli, in 
1530, bad tot) much to do in confirming his authority in other parts 
of Indodan to look to Bengal : but in 1 534 the reigning Sultan 
was expelled by the famous adventurer Shcre Cawn, who himfclf 
in 1339 quitted the province on the approach of the emperor 
Homaion Ion of Baber. This is the fird edablifhment made by the 
houie of T.amerlane in the province, but it was of lhort duration ; 
for Sherc.Cawn defeated Homaion on his rerurn to Agra, immedi- 
ately after which he recovered tire dominion of Bengal, and armed 
by the means it afforded, drove Homaion out of Iudodan into Perfja, 
and aflumed the the. throne of Delhi in 1542. He died in 1545 ; 
his fon and fucccllor Selim in 1552; and during their reigns no 
Commotions appear in Bengal; but during the three abrupt fuc- 
ceflions after Selim, .until Homaion recovered Delhi in 155 5, Bengal 
was continually difputed, and by feveral competitions. Homaion 
died in 1556, the year after he was reinthroned, and drong re- 
bellions in the intermediate countries kept Bengal independant of 
DeUu until the year 1575, when tire generals of Achar reduced the 
province* and a part of Orixa, after which Bengal remained in fub- 
jc&ion* until 1624, when it was wreded from the empire by Shaw 

Jehan 
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Jehah in rebellion qgaind his father the emperor Jehan guire ; but it 
was recovered the next year.. Shaw Jehan fucceeded to the throne 
in 1627, and in 1638 lent his ion Sujah to command in Bengal. 
Sujah continued lotd of the province until 1661, when he. was 
driven to take refuge < in Arraean by Emir Jumla the vizir of his 
brother Aurunzebe, • who had confined their father Shaw Jehan, and 
afcended his throne. From this time until a revolution which has 
happened in our days, Bengal continued in an uninterrupted fub- 
miflion to the authority of the great Mogul. 

The peculiar patience of the Gentoos in Bengal, their affedtion to 
bufinefs, and the cheapnefs of all productions either of commerce or 
necellity, had concurred to render the details of the revenue, the 
mod minute, voluminous, and complicated fyftem of accounts 
which exift in the univerfe, infomuch that the emperor Jehan gire, 
although the Mahomedans had then been fovereigns of the country 
for three centuries, lays in his note book, that the application of 
ten years was neceffary to acquire a competent notion of them. 
The military pride of the Mahomedans, their indolence and fenfu- 
ality, their ignorance of the language, and the inferiority of their 
numbers, rendered them inadequate to a talk they deteded, and ob- 
liged them, however unwilling, to leave the collection of the re- 
venues, as they found it, with the Gentoos , and the fame infufficien- 
cies reduced them to continue the Rajabs or princes, amohgd whom 
the country was (tivklod, in the fuperintendanoe of the municipal 
regulations of their refpeftive di drifts, fubjeft ' to regulated tributes^ 
and the arbitrary fines and extortions of victorious authority. The 
greated part of Bengal remains at this day under thfe intermediate 
juridiftion of thefe Rajahs, fevcral of whom are defeended from 
anccdors, who ruled the fame didrifts befor'e the Mahommedan 
conqued. 

The Portugueze appear in Bangal' before the prelent dynady of 
Moguls; for an armament was fent by the viftory of Goa in 1554 
to affid the reigning fultan againd the' invader Shere Cawn. • This 
nation, however, never eftablilhed regular governments or garrilbng 
in the province, as in mod other parts of India. But different bands 
4 at 
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1 7^d. at different times took up their refidence on the iea coafta of Baiafore 
1 * ** and Arracan, and in feveral habitable iflands. which lye in the 
mouths of the great and lefler Ganges, where, living without law, 
and with much fuperftition, iome hired themfelves as foldiers to the 
governors of the neighbouring diftri&s, whilft others equipt boats 
and armed veffels, and plundered in the rivers all who were not 
able to refill them. The Dutch fettled in Bengal about the year 
* 6 *S- 16*5. 

The trade of this country was opened to theEnglifh by means of 
j6j 6. a fingeon named Boughton. who in 1636 was fent from Surat to 
Agra to attend a daughter of the emperor Shaw Iehan, whom he 
cured, and the emperar. befides other favours, granted him a patent 
to trade free of cuftoms throughout his dominions, with which 
Boughton proceeded to Bengal, intending topurchafe goods in this 
province, and to carry them by fea to SU|*t. His patent would 
probably have been little regarded, if the Nabob of the province 
■had not wanted his affiftance to cure one of his favourite women, 
whom he likewiie recovered : on wh&flhe Nabob prevailed on him 
to remain in his fervice, giving him an ample" fti pend, and con* 
firming the privilege of trade which he had obtained at Agra, with 
a promife to extend it to all others of the Englifii nation who ihould 
come to Bengal. Boughton wrote an account of his influence to 
die Englifh governor at Surat, by whole advice the Company in 
^ 1640 lent two Hasps from England to Bengal, the agents of which 

being introduced to the Nabob by Boughton, were received with 
■cou rtefy, and affifted in their merca ntil e tra nlafti ons ; and the 
advantages gained by this trial gave encouragement to profccute the 
trade. 

The profits accruing to Europeans by their trade to Indoftan, 
arife much more from the commodities which they purchafe in that 
country, than from thole which they fend thither, end the moft 
valuable part of the cargoes returned to Europe confifts of filk and 
cotton manufa&ures : the weaver of which, is an Indian, living and 
working with his wife and feveral children in a hut. which fcarcetly 
afford* him ihelter from the fun and non:, bis natural indolence 

howeyer 



Book VI The OMNtaEc*. ■ f 

however is fatisfied 4 b procuring 'hy hia.dajta&abour, hisdady isw^i; 
and the dread of extortion or violence from *! |e officers ofthe riifh jj fr 
to -which he belongs, make# iftprui&feoe iahim tnappear, y ltbtp he 
poor; fo that the chapmm’Vvfao'fiets him to work, fiwfeitimjbfiitatfe 
of every- thin^hbthk loom, sn#b th»^faiWyeldigBd^|a^GOii]^B^ 
with money, generally hsdf the;v*hie of the doth he is-tto^dtlice, 
in order to pumhaie itfilWisda^’alffi^to fbbfift him until hh wuSfesik 
finifhed ; the merchant who employs a great number of weavers, as 
marked by the higher officers ofifheigovernmeot, as a man who -can 
afford to forfeit a part of his wealth.^and is therefore obiigGfbte*$tay 
for prote&ion, the cod of which,, and xqpre, he lays upQD^the 
maiiufadhires he has to fell, of which, by a combination with other 
merchants, he always regulates the price, according to the neccflity 
of the purchafer to buy. Now the navigation to. India is fo very 
expenfive, that nothing can be more detrimental t& this trade than 
long p rot rations of the voyage ; and.lofs, inftead of profit, would 
enlue, if (hips were .fent on the expedition of buying cargoes on 
their arrival ; for either they would not find thefe cargoes provided, 
and mull wait for them at a great expence ; or if ready, would be 
obliged to purchafe them too dearly. Hence has arifon the<neceffity 
of eftablifliing factories in the country, that the . agerits may; Jjawt 
time and. opportunity to provide', before the arrival of the Hups, the 

cargoes intended to be retumed ill them* . , . : 

The English company, either in the firft voyage or (boo aftec, 
built a fa&ory at Hughley, the principal pert of, tjhe province, lying 
about one hundred miles from theiea on the rivecto which it gives 
its name, and which is the weftem arm of the Ciaqges jbntthe 
officers of the government foperintendedthe buildings, and obje&ad 
to every. thing: whichmdembled or might he converted in to a ftatwn 
of defence ; the-Mogul empire, at that time,^dt(Hiunmg tn alfoftr in 
any part ofiu dondosons, the a^eara^J^^^’offiier fovereigrity 
than its own: for whatfoever forts the,$§piM^nfo«|flthe^ Europeans 
paflefied cntbrfojl opafts of IndoAan^^ie they' 
ftood, md many of the forts themftlv*^^ pur- ^ 

chafed feom pihpMg-a* that tip* ncfccw^ucred W iwetltagui 
VoL,n. C whole 
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pAfftfi- territory no European power had hitherto been fullered to 
SE&ringfe baftion. 

r uHHt ^p e r mi tted to have fortifications, the EnglHh were likewife 
jriifchcJ from entertaining a military fiance fufficient to give urn* 
hop to the government, but were allowed to maintain an enfign 
and 30 men to do honour to the principal agents ; who thus con- 
fined to commercial vi e ws , applied themfetves with much induftry 
to promote their own, and the company's interefts in trade. Englifh- 
men were lent from Hughley to thofe parts of the province in which 
tiro mail valuable commodities were produced : but as the number 
of fa&ors employed by the company did not fuffice to fuperintend 
in different places, the provifion of fuch quantities of goods as 
were Annually demanded, the greatcft part of the purchafes was 
managed at Hughley, where the prinapal agents contracted with 
merchants of the country, who, an 'receiving about one half of 
the value beforehand, obliged themfidves under pecuniary penalties 
to deliver at fixed periods the goods for which they had con traced. 
The company bong by thefe difpofitfons iovefted with a right in 
all the goods for which they had contro£ted, even before thefe goods 
wore manufa&ured, gave the name- of Investment to all their pur- 
chafes in 


Thefe ware the only methods of carrying on the trade with roa- 
finab l e ca q re ft at i od of profit ; but they rendered the Englifh entirely 
d s p a n&mt on the government of Bengal, who, cither by fazing 
die goods which were provided, or by prohibiting them from 
carded to the principal refidence, from whence they were to be 
Hupped, might ut Ay time fobjeft the company's eftate to great 
detriment and loft : and of thefe rifques die company were fo ap- 
prcbenfive, that (bay kept their fa&ories in Bengal defendant on the 
Prcfidency of Madtftfe* where they had a fort and garrifon, to 
which, in cifciof' fcdjtn emergency f the agtqts in Bengal were to 
app by for advice tod affift a ncc. 

.'^WuSr trade,- hpwever, was carried a Jjtt. feme time without 
»afe, i f *ili i, and with m u ch fnecefs ; 'trap h a for years, .wjpi 
t hry 00% braidings, had XcqnmMI ji rge g uto t kics 
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of Englilh commodities, and had given large credos m tbeffORM^r i 
the government deeming them, as k west fett tw d to; iheibdi*, * I ^ Lir 
changed its conduft towards - them.. The < patent* gi JNeadWi t* 

Bough ton, as well as the other, ftipulations which hid jpdijiis# them ,Mo * 

to fettle in the province, were either dtfavowcd, or confound 4m 
contradiction to their meaning : th%fo me cufoxns were levied'fiaam 
them, as from other merchants : the Nabob affbCbod to aAkwitm 
between the company and fuch of the natives, who in order* in 
evade the payment of their debts, thought proper to purchase- his 
protection ; and even vagabond Englishmen offending againft the 
company’s privileges, were encouraged to take refuge in his court, . 
and to difavow the authority of their .couoJtrymcp* In a word, 
every pretext which might hring die Englifh affairs under his. 
cognizance was praCtifed in order to fubjeCt them, to, fines and- 
exadions. If the lettlements hefitated, or refuied to comply with ■ 
the Nabob’s demands, their trade, throughout the province,, waa. 
immediately flopped. 

For thefe evils there were but two remedies, war, or< retreat: both 
worfe than the mifehifif; for although .the gmornracat^jotraaky' ' 
repeated its exaCiions, the advantages of the Bengal trade, vehitf • 
new, were foch as rendered it more prudent to acquiefce,^ thad by 
defiance to rifque the whole of the company’s ftpek and ..conceit*, ift ! 
the province ; and for forty yean the Englifh attempted nomilitary 
refiftance. 

At length, finding thefe impositions e^rava^ntly ■ increafbd, 
becaufe they had only been oppofed by emhaffie^snd potilianf {aqii, 
having the fame cauies of complaint again Mogul’# govern- ' 
meut at Surat ; the conjpany in the yejafjij^fo x 4f twmwai tatty. l6gj . 
what condefcenfioni the effeCt of arpa# and with 

the approbarion of King James the Second, ffqsqdi 9 dt,two fleets ; one 
of which was ordered to cruize at .*?*. SllnyiT|:.ffl>iTl| 

belonging to the Mogul's fubje&s : only 

to copomitf hostilities J>y fca at i ^e,^ilis\^4».43*itg% -but. 
carrfW Bkcwife 

Bengal by hind. Tne agents at Hughlsy received previous notice 
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of thefe intentions, and were inftru&ed to. call in all their fo&ors. 
and concerns, that all the Englifh fubjc&s and property might be 
in. nadmef s to repair on board the Chips, as loon aa they ihould ar- 
rive in the road of Ballafore, from whence it was intended that they 
(hould proceed and furprifc the city of Chittagan, on the oppofite 
Chore, where they were immediately to fortify themlelves. 

The condo# of this war was entrufted to Job Chanock, the 
company's principal agent at Hughley, a man of courage, without 
military experience, but impatient to take revenge of a govern- 
ment from which he had perfonally received the moft ignominious 
treatment, having not long before been imprifoned and fcourged by 
the Nabob. One veflel of the fleet was loft, the largeft (hip, wkh 
another, were not able to make their paflage, .and the reft did not 
arrive before the month of Odober, 1686 : by which time, a body 
of the Nabob’s troops, probably from fome fufpicions of the in- 
tended hoftilktes, had (unrounded the ia&ocy at Hnghley. Chanock, 
therefore, on the arrival of the (hips, ordered the teoop6, about 460 
men, to come up the river to his aflifhnce, gave Imttie, and drove 
the eneaw oat of the town. A truce enfued, dvrab which, all the 
company's effefts were (hipped ; by which tim^plhe governor of 
Ho^dey having received confiderable reinforcqMfnts, both fides 
were equally willing and ready to renew hoft£Ries. The Moors 
were again difoo mfited : but neverthelefs, prertrfed to blockade the 
factory again ; to avoid which, Chanock, on the 1 5th of Decem- 
ber, took the field, and marching down thft weftem bank of. the 
river, burned and destroyed all the magazine# of (alt, and granaries 
of rice, which he found in. his way between HngMey and the 
ifland of Ingelee, wUfk lies at the moutp of the river, near the 
weftem (here. On this (pat, perhaps th| moft unhealthy in the 
province, he pitched his camp, in the month of April, whilft the 
llttfis anchored; m the main ftrcam. The Moors fofecd theha to. 
dgoain here without moleftadon for threA months, daring which, 
(ttlyitfi foyepa away 300 Europeans, whidiwas two thirds of the 
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In the mean time, the fleet lent to Surat had been much more 175^ 
fuCce&fol, having taken from the Mogul* a fubjefts, -cargoes, which ■‘“Jggjr - 
wert valued at a million of. ftexling mbney. Thefe lofies detested 
the merchants at Surat from making preparations for foturevayages 
the manufa&urers and mechanic*, left without oiKp i tyai t fft fr; 
plained loudly of Amine; and fhe emperor's revenues wefUg£oaii- 
derably diminUhed : upon which' Aurengiebe font one ofdri^^rfE- 
oers from Delhi, with orders to hear the Englifb complaint*,, and 
to mitigate the opprcffions they had fuflfered. ' Orders of the fome 
purport were likewifo fait to the Nabob of Bengal, and arrived 
very fortunately for the Englifh troops at Ingelee ; when, reduced 
to only 100 men capable of bearing arms, they were furrounded 
by 10,000 foot, and 3000 horfe.. HoftiHties ceafod, and. by a.treaty 
figned the 16th of Auguft, 1687, it was (Hpulattd, that, the Eng- 1667.. 
Kfh Humid not only be permitted to return to all their fadories 
in the ...province, but might likewifo ereft docks and magay.ipes at 
Ulabarta, a village fituated on the weftem bank,' about 50 miles 
front the mouth of the riven. 

However Chanock.had not faith enough in the treaty to return 
to Hughley without the fhips, and the Moon d iftro ftsd the.Bbg- 
lifh too much to fuffor than, to appear there with fuck on ad- 
vantage. He therefore remained three months at Ulabarea, ‘during 
which the place was found to be fo improper for the purposes 
which had induced him to afk it, that he deftred and- obtained 
have to remove to Soota-nutty, a town about 40 miles higher up,, 
and on die other fide of the river, where the Aden aadfoldtoy lived 
in huts uatU they could provide proper habitations^ Mean, while 
the war at Surat broke out aftefti, oh hehrihg which the Nabob of 
Bengalpai&igo. regard to the treaty made at fngake r but gave up 
the Engttfo trade to. the rapine of his officers, and at the fame 
time demanded awry large fum as a recompinetl foe the damage 
which his couapry had foftamed by the’ hefth&we,: . Cfomock 
hi|adlber in a eendition to opfttfe KkribyaHpw, 
m with money, font two members of the ’eouuc&to Raqaw to,, 
ttyif he might be foftened by fabtruffions. Soamafet their, dgar- 
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rate the power of the fettlement was tranfiated from Mr. Chanock 
to Heath a commander of one of the company’s {hips, a man of 
courage; but of a variable diipofition, not far removedfrom crazi- 
nefi ; who, foon after his arrival at Soota-nutty, ordered all the 
Englifh to repair on board the (hips, and proceeded with them to 
the road of Ballafbfc, where the governor of the town offered to 
rreat with him in behalf of the Nabob, and finding that this pro* 
pofal was not received with cordiality, detained two of the company's 
agents refiding in the factory of Ballafore, as haftages again ft any 
violence : notwithftanding which, and that the two EnglHh de- 
puties were fHll at Dacca, as well as two other factors in other parts 
of the province. Heath landed with a crew of failors and attacked 
the town, which had no defences. This miriage was committed 
on the very ‘day that the governor received a copy of the treaty 
which the Nabob had made with the two deputies at Dacca ; by 
which it was ftipulated, that the Englifh (hips fhould , attacks the 
king of Arracan. Heath pretended to acquiefce to thefe terms, 
hoping that his profellions might facilitate his intentions of fur- 
prizing Chittigan, where the fleet arrived on the 17th of January, 
1 689 ; but finding the wiorks, as well as the garrifon, much ftranger 
than he expected. Heath, as if he had came with no other purpofe, 
offered, as he had promifed, to join die Nfabob againft the king of 
Arracan; but feori after changing his mind again, he failed to the 
river which leads to the capital of that country, where he proferpd 
his fervice to the king againft: ^the Nabob, infilling, however, that 
their firft attempt fhould be agiuinft Chittigan. But, not being of 
a temper to bear the delays of an Indian adrniniftratiog, he as uid- 
denly took difguft againft this ally ; and oh the i^thof February, 
failed away with thtM&ec and the Company’s ag end afigjfe the bay 
of Bengal to Madrafs, where they arrived on drejfjjflbf March. 
Hefehe apologized fer his conda& by faying, that frothing but 
liel|jhd been told on all fidea. ‘ 

ti g Wa t h t Mft , tbfc ccmdnft, ttu y and irregular as it wa^'p^ 
du o^p ljl ^ ^i-dts* than' could have been exp&bd fihb meaf^ 
dlSssmi ' %'the meft prudent councils : for the Nabob imagMw 

that 
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that the contempt and diixefped with w^ich Heath had treated ham, 
proceeded from a refolution which tne Engliih had taken,} to 
abandon the trade of Bengal ; and fcati&g to be called to a fov@ re 
accouf by the emperor Aurengzebe, for forcing theatyfo* quit the 
province, he immediately font letters to Madrafo them 

to return, and promising all the immunities, the derail of. which 
had been the caufo of die late contentions. Such a conde&cpfion 
was thought a diffident warrant of the fincerity of his inteptioiM. 
Mr. Chanock, therefore, with his factors and thirty foldieraj foiled 
from Madrafo, and arrived in the month of July at Soota-nutty ; 
where, in confequence of the Nabob's orders, the government of 
Hughlcy received them with civility. 

The next year they received a phirmaynd or patent from Among* 
zebe, allowing them to trade free of cufloms, on condition of 
paying annually the fum of 3000 rupees. The great advantages 
intended by this favour, depended however more on the temper of 
the NSbob, than on the will of the emperor ; for the Englifli had 
more than once before received fuch mandates, and found them of 
little ufo; and the remembrance of former evils continued to 
raifo folidtude, even when no Immediate caufos of appreheaficn 
fubfifled. 

The right of jurifdi&ioQ over die Indian inhabitants, whom the 
residence and commerce of the EnglifK continually attracted to 
Soota-nutty, became every day more neceflary to prevent perpetual 
lid^atfons with thofe, who although employed by the Engliih, 
might at any time defy them in the* courts of government, in 
which the merchants of the fettlement would be rape cautious of 
foeking profce&ion, if the company had power to flop their families 
and attach their efie&ar hut this right of jyri fli ffoa could not be 
purchafod, even at DSIhi, without the confont of the Nabob ; it 
was equally necefiaiy that the company fhould haye a fort to pm* 
te£t their valuable eSffedfo againft hidden violence; but even psofors 
of money, repeated for five years face efovdy, qouldoat prevail 
on the Nabob to allow thefe privileges 1 and they vj^, 4 $(gaired of„ 
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< f»htsafan*e unexpected events enabled the company to obtain 
djbem. 

'• *1696, the Rajahs on the weftera fide offheriver Hughley, 

tbok tip -arms : they were headed by him of Burdawan,* whole 
territoiy extends along- the weftem Me of the Vivcr, from Nuddeoh 
to the ifiand df^Hgelee, and who likewife pofieffed a confidemble 
diftriA oh tlw dither (hore, contiguous to Calcutta; lo that the 
RyffiFK, ‘French* and Dutch companies, had each their principal 
fettkmciit wtthin his jurifififtiou. The groateft part of the Nabob's 
army being near the court at Dacca, the rebels made great pro- 
grefs before a force fufficient to opppfe them could aflemble : ami 
in the mean time they took Hughley, plundered Muxadavad, in 
the ifland of Coflimbuzar, and from tlience proceeded to Rajah* 
mahat. On the breaking out of this war, the three 'European fer- 
dements augmented their foJdtery, and declired /or the Nabob ; of 
whom they at the fame time requefted pcrmiflion to put their fac- 
tories in a Rate of defence again R an enemy, 'whbfc refen tment they 
muft incur by rheir attachment to his government. The Nabob 
ordefaJ them in general terms to defend themfelves ; and they 
taking for granted, what was not pofitively forbidden, with great 
diligence railed walls with balboas round their factories : the Dutdi 
about a mile' to die fouth ofHughley ; the French two miles 
lower down fee thner, at Cbandcmagore ; and the Eo^iflt at Cal- 
aftfa, a fitfeU town contiguous to Spoca-nutty, where they had 
built their principal magazines. Such atas the origin of thethnec 
European forts in' the province of Bengal, and they were the ftrft 
which the Mogul government (offered foreigners to build in any 
port of the ensure. Ah EngKlh (loop prevented the Rajah from 
taking the fort of Taunoh ; and the garri&n of Calcutta, cwifift- 
ing of fifty men, beat a body of his troops wi<tj££ fight of the 
town. The Dutch'affifted the Nabob's troops forttake Hughley. 
3 | 0 be French fe&Iktle, hot appeared in ant^-and fcrtiiiesd them* 
better than eitherof the other two. 

«f this rebellion alarmed AurtngzCbe lamlelf ft* much, 
Bdyy^at one of his grandfons, Aziin-aJ-Shan, frith an'vmy, 
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to fuperiutcnd the three governments of Bengal, Behar, and Orixa. 
This prince was fon of Mahomed Mauzm, who reigned after 
his father Aurengzebe, with the title of Behader Shah ; and 
Azim-al-Shan himfelf foems likewife,- even at this difrant period, 
to have had an eye to the throne : for he came into Bengal with a 
refolution to amals money by every means. This avaricious dif- 
polition the Englifh plied with prefents, which in 1698 obtained 
his permiilion to purchafc from the Zemindar, or Indian proprietor, 
the towns of Soota-nutty, Calcutta, and Govindporc, with their 
diitricts, extending about three miles along the eaftern bank of 
the river Hughley, and about one mile inland : the prince, how- 
ever, rel'crved the annual fine of 1 1 95 rupees, which this ground 
uled to pay to the Nabob of the province. But at this time, 
when the Englifh fcttlements foemed on the point of emerging 
from continued difficulties to a ftate of profperity, the erection of 
a new Eaft India Company, in oppoiition to the old, renewed all 
the former evils. The new company eftablifhed thpir faftory at 
Hughley, and the competition between the refpe&ive agents was 
carried on with the fame animofity as exafperated their principals 
in England, which expofed the concerns of both to the icnpo- 
fitionsof the Nabob, and of the merchants of Bengal, who ftiok 
every advantage of this rivality. However, the fpirlt of com- 
merce, which knows no refentments that jpe prejudicial to its 
intereft, ioon reconciled the contending parties in England, and 
produced a coalition, of which the preliminaries were adjufted in 
1698; but the final union did not take place till feven years 
after : this time being neceflary to blend the different concerns of 
both companies into one common flock. 

In the mean time, the fottlement of Calcutta had attracted fuch 
a number of inhabitants, as excited the jealouiy of the governor of 
Hughley, who, pretending that he fhould be puniihed for fufleripg 
fo many of the Mogul's fubjeds tq withdraw themfelves from 
his jurif&Qion, threatened to fond a C*di t or Mahomedan judge, 
and officers of the police, to admiaifter juftice amongft the na- 
tives living under the Englifh flag. The meafure would have 
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renewed the fame inconveniences, which had forced the Englifh to 
quit Hughley : it was therefore counteracted by a bribe given to 
Azam-al*Shan, who forbad the governor of Hughley from pro- 
ceeding in his intentions. By this conftant attention to money, 
Azam-al-Shan in three years amaffed three millions of pounds fter- 
ling, which he carried with him out of the province : but he left 
behind him his fon Furrukfhir to get more; who, in 1713, gained 
the throne, after his father had perifhed in difputing it with his 
brothers. 

The union of the two companies, by augmenting the flock, in- 
creafed the trade, and enlarged the views of the direction : who 
at the fame time, warned by the late examination of the compa- 
ny’s affairs in parliament, exerted themfelves with zeal and intel- 
ligence, in order to confound the clamours of thofe who exclaimed 
againfl the inflitution of an Eafl India company, as a monopoly 
detrimental to the mercantile interefts of the nation. The com- 
merce of Beugal more efpecially became the objeCt of their at- 
tention : the fubordinate factories of Coflimbuzar, Dacca, and Bal- 
lafbre, which had been abandoned, were now refettled : the exports 
and imports were doubled in value and in quantity : and the gar- 
rifbn of Calcutta was augmented to 300 men : all which the go- 
vernment of Bengal, contrary to its ufual maxims, beheld without 
repugnance, and ev *ir without demanding money as the price of 
its forbearance and favour. This was the longeft term of repofe 
from vexations, which the Englifh had experienced fince their firfl 
eflablifhment in the province ; and the encreafing importance of 
the colony induced the company in 1 707 to withdraw the fettle- 
ments in it, from their former dependence on Madrafs, and to 
declare Calcutta a presidency accountable only to the direction in 
England. 

But the nabob Jaffier Khan, who at this rime was appointed to 
rule Bengal, did not fuffer the Englifh to remain any longer in 
this ftate of eafe and independence : and the refpite which they 
had lately enjoyed ferved only to Convince him, that, as being better 
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able, they ought the more readily to comply with his demands. 
Having removed the feat of government from Dacca to Muxadavad, 
in the center of the province, he was better enabled to taVe. cog- 
nizance of their affairs ; and to dilcover pretexts and • means of dil- 
trefling them, without openly violating the privileges which they 
had obtained from Aurengzebe and Azim-al-Shan. Every year of 
his adminiftration was marked by extraordinary and increaiing ex- 
tortions, not only from the Europeans, but from all ranks of 
people in the province : at the fame time he was as much dreaded 
for his abilities as detefted for his iniquities : and the presidency of 
Calcutta, not feeing any better refource, propofed in the year 1715, 
to the company in England, that an embafly of complaint, fup- 
ported by a valuable prefent, ihould be fent to the great Mogul at 
Delhi. To this meafure the company readily acquiefced, di reding 
the prefidencies of Bombay and Madrafs to join their grievances in 
the fame petition with thofe of Bengal. The nomination of the 
■iiiibafladors was left to Mr. Hedges the governor of Calcutta, who 
chofe John Surman and Edward Stephenfon, two of the ableft 
fadors in the fervice there : joining to them an Armenian, named 
Serhaud, who had for many years been the principal merchant in 
the fettlement. 

It does not appear, that the prefidency had any other lights to 
dired their proceedings and expedations at Delhi, excepting fuch as 
they received from this Armenian, who had never been there ; but 
who was very folicitous to be admitted into this honourable corn- 
million, in hopes of getting a great deal of money by the goods he 
ihould carry free of charges in the train of the cmbaflV. The 
prefent6 defigned for the Mogul and his officers confiilcd of curious 
glafs ware, clockwork, toys, brocades, and the fineft manufadures 
of woolen cloths and filks, valued altogether at 30,000 pounds ; 
which Serhaud, in his letters to Delhi, magnified to 1 00,000, and 
gave fuch a defeription of the rarities which were coming, that the 
mogul Furrukflur ordered the embafly to be cicorted by the go- 
vernors of the provinces through whole territories it might pafa. 
The train proceeded on the Ganges from Calcutta to Patna, the 
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tJSti. capital of Bchar, and from hence by land to Delhi, where they ar- 
* rived on the 8th of July 1 7 r 5,. after a march of three months. The 
famo us Hoflan Ally, who afterwards depofcd four, and created five 
empero rs of Indoftan, was at this time vizir, dreaded by his fo- 
vereign, and mortally hated by Cawndorah, who was in full pof- 
fcffion of the emperor’s favour. The Engltth, by their previous 
correfpondencc to Delhi, had chofen Cawndorah for the patron 
of their petitions, to which the rivality between thefe lords was 
likely to prove no little detriment ; for the one only could per- 
fuade the emperor to grant, what the other alone had the power 
of carrying into execution. Jaffier, the nabob*of Bengal, had from 
die beginning regarded the embafly with detonation, as the ftrongeft 
imputation againft the integrity of his- own« condudt, and would 
probably have counteracted it, both -by repailentations and money, 
if he had not wanted all his influence at to promote the fuc- 

cefs of greater views ; for he had for lbmcdy&rs been iblliciting the 
annexion of the provinces of Behar and Orixa to the government 
of Bengal, and' the fucceflion to this vaft viceroyalty, in his family. 
Neverthelefs his emiflaries privately fptead their fpecious objections 
unoogft his friends : which,, with the defire of Hoflan Ally to 
thwart Cawndorah, would probably have foon produced the dif- 
million of the embafladors with civil and ' insignificant anfwers, if 
an accident, which on a lefs important occalion would have been 
too mean to merit hiftorical notice, had not placed them at once in 
a high degree of favour with the emperor himfelf ; whom not alt 
the vigilance of a mogul’s feraglio had been able to preferve from 
the contagion of a diflemper, which its inftirurions- feexn fo well 
calculated to prevent. 

The mogul, defpairing of the lki.ll of hia own exnpiricks, was 
adviied by Cawndorah to employ the forgeon of the Euglifli em- 
bafly, named Hamilton, by whom he was in a few weeks perfectly 
cured ; and, in gratitude for this fervice, pfotiai fed to grant the 
embafladors any indulgences, which might be confiftent with die 
d^tuQr of his government. Soon after his recovery fucceeded the 
fefhval of his marriage with the daughter of Jafleing, die principal 
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rajah of the Rajpoot nation ; which interrupted all other bufmefe, 
and obliged the embailadors to wait fix months before they could 
gun permiflion to prefent their petition. 

It was delivered in the month of January of the next year 1716, 
and contained a variety of requefts. “ That the cargoes of Rftglifh 
“ (hips which might be wrecked on the Mogul's coaft (hould not 
“ in future be plundered : that a ftipulated fum, paid annually (6 
“ the government of Surat, (hould exempt the Englifh trade at 
“ that port from the Mogul's duties, and from the vilitations of his 
“ officers, who had continually extorted more than they were au- 
“ thorized to demand : that the rupees coined in the mints of 
“ Bombay and Madrafs (hould pafs in the receipt of the Mogul's 
“ revenue : that three villages, contiguous to Madrafs, which had 
** formerly been granted, and were afterwards taken back by the 
“ government of Arcot, might be refloredto the company in per- 
“ petuity, fubjeft to the payment of the former fine: that the 
" ifland of Diu near the port of Mafulipatnam might be given to 
“ the company, paying for it an annual rent of 7000 pagodas." 
In behalf of the prelidency of Calcutta, the petition reprefented all 
the impofitions of the Nabob of Bengal, - and propofed, “ that they 
“ (hould be obviated by pofitive orders, that all* perfons,- whether 
*« Europeans or natives, wlio might be- indebted or accountable to 
** the company, (hould be delivered up to the prelidency at Calcutta 
** on the firftdemand : that the officers of the mint at Muxadavad 
** (hould at all times, when required, allow three days 4 n the week 
“ for the coinage of the company's money : and that apaflport, or 
“ dttfluck , (tgnedby the prefident of Calcutta, (hould exempt the 
'* goods it fpedfied from being vifitad or flowed by the officers of 
“ the Bengal government on any pretence whatsoever and in 
order to maintain thefe excellent privileges, if granted, even in 
defiance of the Nabob himfelf, it w|*'reqnei%*d, “ that the Englilh 
“ might purchafe the lordfhip of thirty iesen towes,.- with the dune 
“ immunities as Azim-al-Shan had pernaaaed xh^in to buy Calcutta, 
“ Soota-ruitty, and Govindpore.” 
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Cawndorah, although he meant the' cmbffay well, adviled them 
to aft as if they had no other reliance than on the Vizir ; and the 
emperor, with the fame caution, proteffed indeed a general appro- 
bation of the petition, but diredlcd the fcveral articles to be dif- 
•cufled by the different officers of the ftate, to the cognizance of 
which they were deemed to belong. This fubjeded the whole 
•petition to the judgment of the Vizir ; who, not without candour, 
difputed all the material articles, and readily allowed thole of lefs 
confequence : a fecond petition was therefore prefented to the em- 
peror, in confequence of which fome more points were given up 
by the Vizir ; and then a third ; which, being received with the 
fame favour as the other two, induced him to give up the reft of 
<hi« objections. But, to the great difappointment of the embafla- 
dors, the mandates were iffued, not under the Mogul's, but under 
the foil of the Vizir ; which, although earning great authority 
in the provinces near the capital, was likely to be little refpe&ed 
by the diftant vice-roys, to whom thefe mandates were addrefled. 
To increafe their difficulties, the Armenian Serhaud, having been 
checked by his colleagues in fome irregular proceedings, perplexed 
all their operations; and, as they thought, betrayed their coun- 
cils. Neverthelefs, Meflrs. Stephenfon and Surman with great 
fteadinefs and fpirit returned the mandates, and determined to 
wait until they fhould obtain patents under the feal of the 
Mogul. 

Thefe procrastinations had already led the embafly to the month 
of April of 1716, when the emperor took the held, and marched 
towards Lahore againft the Sykes, a nation of Indians lately reared 
to power, and bearing mortal enmity to the Matiomedans. The 
embafladors followed the camp. The campaign was tedious, 
though fuccefsful, and, amongft other events, produced a quarrel 
between the troops of the Vizir and Cawndorah, which rendered 
their diflenrion utterly iireconcileable. Their jealoufies, after the 
return of the army to Delhi, continued to protrad the admiffion of 
the da i m made by the embafladors; who, having wafted .four- 
teen months without the leaft progrefs, begin to defpair of fuccefs, 
* when 
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when they were adviled to bribe a favourite eunuch in the feraglkJ, 
who promised on this condition to procure the patents in the forth 
they defired, and without delay. So much money had already 
been (pent, that the embafl'adors thought it would be trivia] not to 
rifle this fum as the laft experiment, although they much doubted 
the effect. But, to their furprize, as fooa as the money was paid, 
the Vizir and all his dependents appeared as much inclined, as they 
had hitherto been averle, to promote their requefts ; and loon af- 
ter thirty-four patents, including the different fubje&s of the pe- 
tition, were ilfued in the Mogul’s name, and figned with his leal. 
They were delivered to the embailadors before they had difeovered 
the real caufe of their unexpected fuccefs ; which, however, was 
explained to them before they left Delhi, by one of Cawndorah’s 
officers. In the year 1686, a little while before the fleet lent from 
England began to take the Ihips belonging to the Moors, the Englifh- 
agents at Surat retired to Bombay : they returned after the peace ; 
but a little before the prefent patents were ilfued, the prefidency of 
Bombay had again withdrawn the fa&oiy of Surat, as a refidence 
not worth maintaining, unlefs the trade could be freed from 
the impofitions to which it had of late years been fubjed. 
The government of Surat, reafoning from former experience, 
took the alarm, and firmly believed that a fleet was on its way 
from England to commit hoftilitics, as in the year 16 '7, which 
would have been attended with the lame fuccefs ; for many Ihips 
of value belonging to the Mogul’s fubje&s were at lea. The eu- 
nuch, to whom the embafl'adors had given the bribe, was the inti- 
mate correfpondent and friend of the Nabob of Guzurat, who had 
defired him to reprefent to the Vizir, that it was better to fatisfy the 
Englifh by granting their petitions, than by a refufal to expole the 
trade of Surat to their reprifals. To this advice die Vizir imme- 
diately acquiefced, and from that hour changed his canduffc towards 
the etnbafladors : the eunuch being early in the ftcret, and fore- 
feeing the change that would lhortly enfue, d et ermi ned to reap 
fome advantage from his intelligence, and impofed bamfelf on the 
embailadors as the author of the benefits which it was not in hia 

power 
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power to prevent. The embaffadors having thus accomplifhed thcic 
commilfion, took leave of the Emperor in the month of July 1717, 
two years after their arrival at Delhi. The patents addreffed to 
the Soubah of the Decan, and the Nabob of Guzurat, took effort 
as (con as they were pubHfhed, bccaufe they afforded no political 
pretext of oppoiition, as adding nothing to the military ftrength of 
the company’s lettlements in either of tliefe fubahlhips, although 
to their commercial advantages. But the thirty-l'eveu towns 
which they were permitted to purchafc in Bengal would give them 
a diftrid extending ten miles fouth of Calcutta along the batik; 
on each tide the river HugMey, of which the paflage in this extent 
might be ealily commanded by the eceftion of batteries or redoubts; 
at the fame time that the revenue of- the trad would defray the ex- 
pence : and it was luppofed that a- great number of weavers might 
be cftablifticd in it, who would lie immediately fubjert to the com- 
pany’s jurifdidion. The (hrewdneis of the Nabob Jaffier, exal- 
perated by his grudge to the embafly in general, faw the conle- 
quences of this grant with indignation ; but, not daring openly 
to difpute the MoguFs order, he deterred the holders of the laid 
with fee ret threats of vengeance from parting with their ground 
on any terms of compenfation which might be proffered to them : 
and the Eqgltfh government: confiding too much in the laadfon 
of the Mogul’s authority, neglcded the more efficacious means of 
bribing the Nabob to their own views ; and thus the mod impor- 
tant conceffion which had been obtained by the embeffy, was en- 
tirely fruftrated. However, Jaffier admitted the privilege of the 
du Rucks, which, being recognized throughout the province, greatly 
•facilitated the circulation of the company’s trade ; which now no 
longer paid cufoms, nor was liable to be flopped by the officers 
•of the government ; and this immunity was flttl more beneficial, 
becaufe the other European colonies were not rattled to it : nor 
indeed, any of the natives excepting two or three principal mcr- 
dj ha nft , who pntchafrd it at a high rate-of the Nabob. 
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The company, confining themfelves intirely to the trade between 
India and Europe, had, not un wifely, relinquilhed to their agents 
that which is carried on from one part of India to another : but 
the impolitions of the government had hitherto prevented their 
agents from reaping any confiderable advantages from tills indul- 
gence : and to promote their profits, the company, foon after tfyr' 
embaflv, allowed all thofe who ferved them under covenants 'to 
make ufe of their duftucks for fuch commodities as belonged to 
themfelves ; but forbid, under fevere penalties, the proftittftion or 
extenfion of this privilege to any others. A queftion now atofe, 
whether the company’s agents were intitled to trade from one part 
of the province to another in fuch commodities as were the pro- 
duce of Bengal. The Mogul’s patent implied no reftri&ions. 
But they could not be ignorant of ther intentions of Delhi concern- 
ing this privilege ; for when the embafTadors propofed to Cawfi- 
dorah that it fhould extend to all kinds of commodities, he replied 
with emotion “ The Sea !” And the Nabob Jaffier openly treated 
the pretenfion with the fame indignation as he had fecretly felt 
againft the ceded lands, declaring that he would not fuffer the duf- 
tucks to prote£t any goods, excepting fuch as were imported, or 
were purchafed to be exported, by fea ; alledging, that as the fait, 
beetle-nut, and tobacco, together with fome other articles of general 
confumption, were either farmed out in monopolies, or taxed at 
exceflive rates, the detriment to the revenues would be as great 
as the advantages to the company’s agents, if they were permitted 
to trade in thefe articles, free of the cuftoms and rents which were 
paid by the natives who dealt in them. 

Convinced as much by the reafoning, as deterred by the power, 
of the Nabob, the agents receded from their pretenfion, and ap- 
plied themfelves to make the moft advantage of thofe privileges 
which were not contefted. Succefs produced new adventures; 
and the fuperior (kill of our countrymen in navigation, induced the 
merchants of the province. Moors, Armenians and Indians, to 
freight moft of the goods which they exported to foreign markets, 
on the (hipping belonging to the colony, which, in ten years after 
Vol. II. E the 
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the embafly, amounted to 10,000 tons: and many private fortunes 
were acquired, without injuring the company’s trade, or fubje&ing 
their. eftate to difputes with the government. The pretidencv, ne- 
verthelcfs, found it their in tore ft from time to time to footh the 
JNabob with prefents, in order to promote the increafe of the com- 
pany’s inveftment, and to facilitate the courfe of their bufinefs at the 
lubordinatc factories : but the people of all denominations rctiding 
in Calcutta, enjoyed, after the return of the embafly, a degree of 
independauce and freedom unknown to all the other inhabitants of 
Bengal : who, on the contrary, were opprefled every year with in- 
creating vexations by the rapacity of the Nabob. 

In 1718, the year after the embafly, Jafficr received from Delhi 
the patents he had long folicited, annexing the provinces of R khar 
and Orixa to his government of Bengal, and the rrverfion of the 
whole to his heir. 

The Ganges, in a courfc which tends with little deviation from 
the weft to the eaft point of the compafs, flows through the whole 
province of Bemar, and divides it into two regions. The fouthem 
extends about 220 miles, from the river Caramnajfa to Tacriagu!Iy y 
and is fkirted to the South by the chain of mountains which on this 
tide accompanies the courfe of the Ganges ; and feveral diftri&s be- 
longing to the province are included w ithin the mountains them- 
felves, but none recede more than 60 miles from the river. The 
riser Dcwak t which is likewife called the Gogra , joins the Ganges 
on its northern (hore 180 miles to the weft of Tacriagully. That 
river for a long way before the jundlion tends from the w. n. w. 
and 40 miles of the lower part of its channel forms part of the 
weftern boundary of the northern divition of Behar, which extends 
to the caft 1 So miles, to the line wc have noted as the limit of Pur- 
niah, and recedes from the Ganges and Dewah 90 miles to the 
north ; where forefts at the foot of the range of mountains, which 
bound the country of Napal, continue with the mountains to the 
caftward far beyond Rangamati, and form the northern boundaries 
of Behar, Bengal, and Aflam. The area of Behar comprizeth 9 
fquare degrees. The capital, Patna, ftands on the fouthem bank 
1 of 
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of the Ganges, 130 miles to the well of Tacriagully.. There are 
many manufadures in this province, although nothing near fo 
many as in Bengal, to which it is likewifc much inferior in ferti- 
lity ; but it produces a great quantity of faltpetre, and of the bell 
opium in India. 

Orixa is the moll northern country on the eall fide of the pro- 
montory of Indodan. The river Pipley coming from the N. v. 
difembogucs, as we have faid, in the latitude of 2 25, oppofite to the 

illand of Sagorc. The channel of this river for 4c miles from its 
mouth, and an imaginary line 20 miles farther to the well, to the 
foot of the Nclligreen hills, before they curve to the eaft behind 
Balalbre, divide Orixa from Bengal. Southward it extends along 
the lla coall to the latitude of 20, 10, within 6 miles of Gangam, 
which terminates the province of Chicacole in the Decan. To the 
weltward Orixa is feparated from the province of Behar by a fall 
trad of mountains, hitherto unexplored. The interior of the pro- 
vince is the ftrongell and bell foil in the empire ; but from the want 
of good lea-ports, there are few manufadurcs, and very little circu- 
lation of gold and lilvcr, in the country. Catteck, the capital, is li- 
tuated in the latitude of 21, 23, and 50 miles from the lea. 

Jaffier had no Tons, but before his arrival in Bengal had given his 
only daughter in marriage to Sujah Khan, a lord of diftindion, 
who accompanied him into the province. Of this marriage were 
born two fons, both of whom were arrived at man’s ellate, when 
the commillion appointing their father Sujah to fucceed Jaffier was 
lent from Delhi. Sujah, although humane, was indolent and vo- 
luptuous, and his father in law, being defirous to break him to bu- 
finel’s, fent him foon after the patents were received, to govern the 
province of Orixa. 

A few months after his arrival at Catteck, two brothers, natives 
of Tartary, came to his court with llrong recommendations from 
Delhi, in compliance with which Sujah received them into 
his fervice : appointing the elder, Hodgee Hamed, to attend his 
perfon as a domcftic, and the other, Allaverdy, to command a troop 
of horfe. They were both employed according to their talents. 

E 2 For 
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For the elder was calm, fupple, wily, provident, but void of na- 
tural courage : the younger, Hem, a&ive, intrepid, fagacious, but 
too high-minded to fubmit to the compliances neceflary in an 
Afiatic court. Conviction of the afliftance which each might de- 
rive from the qualities of the other cemented them, as much as the 
/elation of blood, in the mod inviolable friendlhip. This powerful 
and uncommon union feemed to command fortune ; for in a few 
years they raifed thcmfelvcs to the highcft offices in Sujah’s court 
and army ; Hodgee Hamed becoming his prime minifter, and Alla- 
verdy the general of his troops. The Nabob Jaffier forelaw and 
dreadeS confequences of their influence : but the infirmities of 
old age Hat rendered him incapable of taking the vigorous resolu- 
tions neceflary to ' extricate his fucceflor from the toils into which 
he had been led } and in 1725 Jaffier died, to the great joy of the 
province ; but ofnone more than the two brothers, to whole am- 
bition his death opened more extenfive profpeds. They accompanied 
Sujah to Muxadavad, and partook of the increafe of his power, ad- 
miniftering the fame employments in the general government of the 
Subahfhip, as they had held in the province of Orixa. 

In 1719 Sujah appointed Allaverdy to govern Behar, in which 
Aation he had frequent opportunities of exerting his military talents, 
as well as his political abilities ; being conAantly in arms againft 
the Indian chiefs on both Tides the Ganges, who had never been 
reduced to a fettled dependance on the moorifh government. 
However, after many fights, intrigues, and aflaflinations, all fub- 
nutted, and afterwards continued in obedience to Allaverdy ; who 
now feeling his Arength, gave fcope to his ambition, which as 
ufud, obliterated every fentiment of gratitude to the creator of his 
fortunes. 

In the mean time Hodgee maintained his influence over the Na- 
by an obfequioufnefs which prevented all iufpicions, and ro- 
" shitted large fums to his brother, which were fent to Delhi, and in 
17,96 procured a commiffion from thence appointing Allaverdy, Nabob 
of Behar, free from any dependance on the government of Bengal: but 
as there was no immediate occaflon to proclaim this title, of which lie 
5 already 
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already enjoyed raoft of the advantages, the brothers agreed that it 
(hould be kept fecret, until there {hould be a neceffity of afferting it 
publickly. However, fuch a tranfaftion could not be entirely con- 
cealed ; and the firft informations leading to farther inveftigations, 
Sujah, although unwillingly, was at length convinced of the 
treacherous ingratitude of his favourites* 

He was meditating revenge, when the approach of Nadir Shah 
ftruck all the provinces of the empire with conftemation, and kept 
all their rulers in fufpenfe how for the ftorrn would reach : and in 
1739, before the Perfians left Delhi, Sujah died.. 

The fucceffion devolved to hrs only furviving fon Suffraze Khan, a 
man of mean abilities, and governed only by his vices. He, however, 
bore the ftrongefl refen tment againft the two brothers ; but the fear 
of Allaverdy retrained him from taking away the life of Hodgee, 
who was in his power : and Allaverdy, trembling for the fafety of 
bis brother, refrained from committing any hoftilities, but improved 
his army. 

The profligacy of Suffraze Khan increafed with the means of in- 
dulgence : and his debaucheries went to an excefs that difordered his 
underflanding. There was, amongft the officers of the court, an 
old Gentoo of diftin&ion, named Allumchund, whom the late 
Nabob ufed to confult with confidence ; relying on which, Allum- 
chund ventured, in a private conference, to warn Suffraze Khan pf 
the dangerous confequences of his intemperance ; but Suffraze Khan 
anfwered him withignominious abufe and inve&ives. No one after 
this ventured to fcw any difapprobation of his inclinations ; and, 
left to himfelij*'he foon after committed a more extravagant out- 
rage- 

There was a family of Gentoo merchants at Muxadavady whole 
head, Juggutfeat, had raifed himfelf from no confiderable origin 
tu be the wealthieft banker in the empire, in moil parts of which 
he had agents fupplied with money for remittances ; from wham 
he conftantly received good intelligence of what was tranfading in 
the governments in which they were fettled ; and in Bengal his 
influence was equal to that of any- officer in the adminiflration for 
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by anfwering to the treafury, as fecuiity for moft of the renters 
farming tlie lands of the province, be knew better than any one all 
the details of the revenues ; and the great circulation of wealth, 
which he commanded, rendered his alilftance neceflary in every 
emergency of expence. His eldeft lbn, foou after the difgracc of 
Allumchund, married a woman of exquifite beauty, the report of 
which atone inflamed the curiolity of the Nabob fo much, that he 
infilled on feeing her, although ke knew the difgracc which would 
be fixed on the family, by (hewing a wife, unveiled, to a ftrangcr. 
Neither the remonftrances of the father, nor his power to revenge 
the indignity, availed to divert the Naliob from this infolent and 
futile relolution. The young woman was font to the palace in the 
evening; and, after flaying there a fhort fpacc, returned, umiolated 
indeed, but di (honoured, to her liulband. 

Hodgee, who had been lurking for fome fuch t>ccafion.s of confpi- 
racy, now began to move ; and made overtures to Juggutfeat and 
Allumchund, who received them with eagernefs. Secret meetings 
were concerted, in which it w'as agreed, thar as foon as Hodgee could 
be placed out of the reach of danger, Allaverdy (hould invade Bengal, 
and, if fuccefsful, take the Naboblhip. But the firft difficulty feemed 
infurmountable, as nothing could be more contrary to the fccuritv 
of die Nabob than the relcafc of fuch a pledge as Hodgee, and it was 
impoffible that he could be removed out of the province without the 
Nabob's confent; which neverthelcfs was at length obtained, by the 
interceflion, it is laid, of lomc of the principaLgfficers of the Durbar, 
whom Hodgee had gained over and admitte<BS&p the fee ret of his 
confpiracy. The Nabob at the audience of takinSMue treated Hixlgec 
with feoff and mockery. The conveyances for Birthpartu re having 
for fame time been held in readincls, he proceeded immediately on his 
journey to Patna; and as foon as he arrived there, Allaverdy, givingout 
that he was dilhonoured by the ignominious manner in which his 
brother had been turned out of the province, began his march to- 
wards Bengal. 

Hit approach was fo fudden, that lie gained the pafs of Tacri- 
agully before Suffraze Khan had time to fecurc it by a proper rein- 
forcement. 
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forcement. On hearing which, the Nabob accused Juggutfeat of 
treachery ; who defended himfolf by jproducing letters from Alla* 
verdy, prepared for the purpofe, in which he was upbraided for not 
having ufed his influence to prevent the banifhment of Hodgee. 

Suffraze Khan now aflemhlcd his troops, and ordered them to 
rendezvous on the plain of Gheria, which lies on the weft fide of 
the river of Coflimbuzar, about five miles to the north of Muxa- 
davad. Here he had fcarcelv formed his encampment, which con- 
lifted of 30,000 men, horfe and foot, when Allaverdy appeared jp 
light, with an equal number, but of better troops ; for amongft his 
cavalry were 3,000 Pitans, the braveft of the Mahomcdans in In- 
doftan ; and his infantry, levied in Behar, were much ftouter than 
thofe in the army of Suffraze Khan, who were moftly natives of 
Bengal. 

However, the unexpected firmntfs of the Nabob infpired fome of 
his officers with courage ; but more were either diflaffedted, or wa- 
vering; and all belonging to the artillery had been engaged by Al- 
lumchund to difeharge the cannon without ball, and to defert it foon 
after the onfet. Troops after troops quitted the field, as foon 
as they faw the artillery abandoned. Neverthelcfs Suffraze Khan 
continued the fight, until he was left with only a few fquadrons 
of horfe, whom the enemy were moving to furround, when the 
driver of llis elephant, warning him of the danger, offered, at the 
forfeit of his head, to convey jm back fafely to the capital ; to 
which propofal the Nabob, a refolution worthy of a better 
life, and of a better fate, replied, that he foorned to retreat 
before rebels and traitors ; and ordered the driver to pulh into the 
thickeft of the enemy’s troops, toward the ftandard of Allaverdy ; 
where, fupported by the remains of his cavalry, he renewed the 
fight more defperately than ever, until he fell, (hot through the 
heart by a mufket ball. 

Allaverdy, without meeting any farther oppofition, marched to 
Muxadavad, where he was immediately proclaimed Nabob of Ben- 
g* 1 . Behar, and t)rixa ; and ufed his victory with more lenity and 
1 mode* 
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moderation than is ufually pra&fed by eaftem conquerors ; and. 
even (pared the two fans of Sufirazc Khan, whom, with their 
mother and other relations, he lent to take up their refidence at 
Deep, at She extremity of the province, where his offi ce r s were in- 
ftru&ed to treat them with refpeft, whiift their conduct fhould give 
no umbrae. The whole province fubnutted as peaceably to his 
government, as if no revolution had happened : but Mufliit Kouli, 
who governed Orixa under Suffraze Khan, filing from the battle 
of Gheria, retreated to Catteck, and when fummoned by Allaverdy, 
railed to acknowledge his ibvereignty. He therefore called his 
brother Hodgee from Patna to adminifler the government of 
Bengal during his abfence, and then marched into Orixa, and 
in lefs than a month expelled Mufliit Kouli, and reduced the 
province. 

The excels and rapidity of his fortunes, together with the repu- 
tation of his military abilities, alarmed the throne ; and Nizam-al- 
mnluck, the Soubah of the fouthern provinces, in order to flop the 
Anther progrefs of his arms, incited the Morattoes to invade his 
dominions almoft as loon as he had taken pofleflion of them. In 
confoquence of which, an army of 80,000 Morattoes arrived within 
a few days journey of the mountains, which bound Bengal to the 
w e ft ward, before Allaverdy had quitted Catteck ; who, not having 
given credit to die reports of their approadi, had taken no precau- 
tions to prevent their irruption : a^lhad even permitted the greateft 
part of die army he led into Bcnpp'to return to their home*; (o 
that his whole force did not exceed j 0,000 men, 5000 of whom 
were cavalry, and amongft them were the 3000 Phans: his foul, 
however, nothing diiinayed, reaffirmed its wonted activity, asfoon 
as he found the danger to be really formidable ; and he advanced by 
exceffive marches towards hi* capital. But the Morattoes had al- 
ready puffed the defiles of the mountains, when lie arrived near 
fiurdawan 100 miles from Muxadavad ; where, finding himfolf for- 
rounded, he encamped in a (hong fituatioo. Bafehir Poodif, 
lk$$maenl, of the Moratto es, immediately font deputies to Ml 
(hewed the Emperor** mandate*, authorizing them 'to 

demand 
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tqquithis camp,, with ade&apye £tafugl^ w;th ,cqqf erqpt ge- 

ggeral. . The nc$ day. he renewcdfjus ip. anu&t)l 

fight of the enemy, who foon broke apd aifperfea his 
.were not able to make impreffion on his cavalry., jhe P$s^s were 
commanded by au affrer naiqed Mufiaph* Kfcaq, , , they 

not only, revered as their heredifajy chiefj.hut lqvyd as t3p$ ' 
foldier amongft them : AJlaverdy hjf ( qep%WrJ _ 

1 lamed, Meer Jaffier his brother-m^law^ ^ aU. the.o^er oj® 
of diftin&ion, continually prefeqted^^bemfclvef ; SjgM^ft fth^ .p_ 
dangerous onfets; and. foch .eswi^ic^ ^not 4&.$? OT M )fr 
their followers- IkfarQ.Jiight^ 

their, way, when thsyhfl*e4J» t * Afogg Atuatiqn; i% ,*ejtt.&y 
tthe march was renewed Wtth the 6^ qQW^^ndjCope^^^d.*» 
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fBOKliag to lord it with the fine fptrie of defiance at he had 
ft m in the reft of his march: 

' The foccefs of this operation depended on preventing the enemy 
Inin following them into the ibid through the avenues of die 
town ; and eighty of the hraveft Phans, ea oc Uen dy mounted and 
in cam^kxt armour, were (Hefted for this important fervice, under 
die cbtamand ef their general Mnftapha Khan, whom Zaindee 
Hamed and Meer Jaffier joined as volunteers. This intrepid 
troop maintained their poft until Allaverdy with the ««» body 
had crofted die river : when they likewife began to r etr e a t ; and 
cutting thdr way through the enemy, all but fifteen efoaped and 
paffid die Ibid. 

As (bon as they arrived, Allsverdy continued his march to Mux* 
adavad, which Ire reached the next day : his firft attention, after 
this gallant retreat, was to reward thofe who had fo bravely 
fcmodbd his own periemsau sad ewrap. Every foldier received 
d gtatuhy; all the officer s promotion t Meer Jaffier, who had fig* 
mined btmfolf at die pdEgs of die river, additional • 

ud to Mnftapha Khan he prefented a million of rupees. To 
Zajndro f l am ed he gavethe firft plaoe in his afieftkm, and fan 
this rinse ft li prf Mm for has foooeftbr ; ^though he had given 
'Iris only ftreghter in marriage to Nowagpa Mahonred, the ddeftef 


Thc M o ra ttocS) as (ben asthey had gained foftkient mtrBigrnrr. 
(eroded over intodre ifland -ef Cdfabuur, and -rewagsd the » y» 
country; but did nor venture to attack the capital; and the ap- 
proach ef dfo nriny feafon, duriqg whieh the (wdUing of foe riyera 
bfauli have co nfin ed them in the ifland, deterred, (fan fan cen- 
■Hatftdg ou it mote thanthrecdays. To prefcrvt fiMar hades, they 
e ncam p ed on the high lands of Berhohin, indretK;rth^«yft put of 
Mb p tBr iirea. Here theywere enabled so foam flMTWadfofoisans, 
^l^fa .-arivicc- ef'-enc of the Soebah's oflaars, mailed JPerHdMb, 
i/hth e ft lift arrf to them :• he. was a mmro£ fnh sea t , method, «ad 
had hn»'<kp uty ‘gammer of ftpry faljpaftefa^m^i 
psiid knowledge of the probiace. Inihafted by him, Jpg col* 

lofted 
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fedked the revenue* of dtocoamries lying to d^wofooTthc river 

Hughley* He likewise enabled them ;<#( ferm * bridge et b^ at 

Cutwah, and bw% rpm aato dfem t 

European deferters to mmtham, he fault 

defend the bridge, ftatiog i f <nem»,<wch &tet liuts^we^ ^ 
foon as the cutty ftrfilHMttl wedded agaiujnto ,^p 

ifland, by which dam AHawealy hod mgrnrn ied his atnqr- lcmpa 
mode m Behar to jo/soa men, of whom.«Q,POQ were cavalry, and 
of thefe one half west Pious. Theewnay’s de farhmems, nem- 
thelafs, trufting to the haadinefs anAafiwityof their bodes, carded 
their ravages to the furtheraaeft puts ©f the jfcnd, andeludod .dp 
troops fent by Allaverdy to intercept them, who atlcqgkbtQQk.the 
better refoktrion of maiding with his whole ferae towards their 
bridge at Cutwah ; on which Bafehir Poncfe jsoaUsd ail J»is parties; 
and the whole army re-crcjfled the river,- bet in fuch a burry that 
they neglefted to break the bridge* Theirrear.had fesicdy period 
before the van of Allaverdy’s ana^r anxredi but tho. fee of the 
floating ba tteri es * obliged them to ferit until tbaLc-j^pcy. gape 
up, which foon filenced the enemy’s) when the Najbhb’s troops 
crouding in greater numbers Dan ube bridge could fepport, feme 
of the boots funk t and a theofend am perifeed; il however was 
foon repaired, and die whole annyefafibd; bat the Jtesttoes fell 
continued to avoid every encounter. At length Allatordyi deipftirfri|r 
of ftriking a dedfive How agtinft foch m enemy,- oriawri to treat; 
but Bafehir Pundit, dated Wtth this oondefeeabon^ fqpeuxd the 
feme terms sshe htdptopefod at Bardnman, and added to them 
fttat the lbn of Suflhfce Khan Ihmdd he placed. in the Nabobflup. 
AUaverdy, fesagby this lepimchfel p*cp»HJbw^ 
cucumventmg his enterics, in co n te m pt ofcaB 
human. 

Kritenfe^4tofaev0ryfelfiri«wMrof pOac^iifefd<V«^d^forfend 
cOttfti t uo e wife Bafehir Pondit \ who, feipefengahe. gapjl fefch of 
fwcfeS^.fefl'Aot cottfent tothe maa mnw i ifeMfl p l i ttlipg fe> 

'^iu^.|pun#ltg#^gdla^ dm tieaahay 

Aflmerdy to forear'hytke Koran, thaa he wmridt ufe 
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wH p wd that the conference fhould be held in a tent pitched in 
ah^lWKn plain, at an equal diftance bet w e en thetwo Camps; and 
that each of the chiefs- fhould be accompanied Kjr lftees officers on 
horfeback, and the fame number ofuritrmeft ferVintt on foot, who 
were to take care of their Horfes; bntthetare of providing the tent 
was left to Allaverdy, who had fc d ueedBafthh 1 Pundit into this neg- 
ligence, 4 by offering to fend his wife, during the confere n ce, to 
vifit the wife of the Morattoe. At the appointed hour the two chiefs 
advanced to the tent, each of them having fele&ed for his'ittimie 
the principal and bravefe officers In his army * and with Allaverdy 
were his f a vuu rites, Mufbrpha Khan and Meer Jaffier : at the fame 
time Vm’dHcbvwtd moving to the fight * 4 ong train of covered 
paHinkeens, which were luppofed to;bO*dbe retinue of his wife 
going to the Morattoe camp. The two coMpfcnies met, and enter- 
ed the tent . with much ceremony. Whtt? followed is varioufiy 
told; the prevailing report that the deference lofted an hoar, 
which f qgqs impoffible ; forob a ftgnal, 50 armed men rufhed 
from behafl^the tides of thetent, which had been pitched with a 
double lifting in order to cdtft&al them ; and, joining the officers 
wlio acco m p a nied A U aver dffi ^bcgan the work of affaffination. 
Bafehh Ponditwith all his attcftdants, and three or four of Allaverdy's, 
were killed t batAlhverdy Hbifelf did not uniheath his fword. The 
anftal* of IndbAan fcarcely afford an example of fuch treacherous 
atrocity,- and none in which peribns of fuch difHh&ion were the ftffo ni, 
As foon as the tnaffacre was finifhed, a fignal was thrown out, on 
which the army ¥ Bengal advanced againft the Morattoe cam p , 
and were joined in the way by Allaverdy, and his officere from the 
tent, ^who led them t^ the attack. The Mbrettoes fled on every 
fide ffc confufion; but reaflembled again to the weftwan), and re- 
newed the war with redoubled devaluations and barbarities, 

1 Praf&e and encouragement at length brought the'Nabob's cavalry 
nffegfcr* -the enemy in theiir own way, and every day produced’* 
iUMfoifi ni» f ftrtfmTfh - in feme port or other of the country, 
i 1 continued three months, when the Mafllttoet, ^foUrijg 

^ i : * dtir 
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their ftumberunpqte 4 *P , wefte«l mflontaiaf, *£56. 

and quitted the province. "* 

The whole Mofatttw, uatien in ks-two ffivifions •M, Poniand 
Berar, determined to agenge the death of Bafcliir Foqdk f? and die 
remains of his army were fcarcely retreated before two others were 
in march to invade Bengal : each confided of 60,000 men ; but a&ed . 
independently. The army of Poni was commanded by Ballerow, 
who, without dethroning the Sahah Rajah, or real fovereign of 
the Morattoes, had ufurped the whole authority of the date, which 
he tranfmitted on his death to his Ion Balagerow. The other army 
was commanded by Ragojee Bonfola,who had fome years before con- 
quered, and had ever iince governed, the province of Behar. He 
is the flnue who, by the mitigation of Nizamuluck, invaded the 
Carnatic in 1 740, as now Bengal. The army with Ballerow en- 
tered the province of Behar, whild the other, under Ragojee, 
matched through the mountains from Behar into Orixa* Allaverdy 
on the news of their approach broke the bridge at Cutwah, and en- 
camped near his capital. 'Mean while, the two Morattoe armies, 
advancing without oppofitiou, met at Burdawan ; where the two 
generals agreed, that the war lhould be carried on in conjunction, 
and the plunder be equally divided. At the fame time they were 
joined by Meer-abib, who, as before, fixed another bridge at Cutwah, 
over which they palled into theiflandof CafGmbuzar; but Allaverdy 
relying on the fuccefs of lefs hazardous tneafures, determined neither 
to o&r or accept battle. Amongd the pri loners taken from the 
army of Bafchir Pondit, was an officer of difUnCtion, named Sha- 
lerow, whom Allaverdy had attached by feverala&s of generofity ; 
in return for which Shaforow now employed his mediation with 
Ballerow in favour of Allaverdy, whole emiffiuies were at. the fame 
rime lowing diflention between the two Morattoe generals, per- 
fuading each that much plunder bad been fecreted from the common 
Rock by the other army- 

. , The explanations that enfued on this fubjeCl produced a cooJncfs 
te t ween them,' which determined Ballerow m. agree to the propofols 
of Allaverdy, who offered to pay two millions ’ of rupees, on ren- 
dition 
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£ttoa that both the Morattoe armies IhouM be idtoe&trijr with- 
drawn, and three millions more as foon as they (hduld be arrived in 
(heir own country. Accordingly it was agreed that Batlerow and 
Allaverdy Should meet and confer together on the 30th of March ; 
but feme motions made that day by the troops of Ragojee canfing 
Allaverdy to fufpeft treachery, he returned to his camp when on 
the way to the place appointed. However, on the 3d of April 
they met. The conference 1 ailed two hours, during which the 
treaty was ratified. Ragojee diffcmbled his dilapprobation until all 
riie Morattoes had quitted the ifland of Coflimbuzar, when he 
openly refilled to accept the treaty; and Ballerow, who had received 
the two millions of rupees, gave himfelf no trouble either to per- 
fuade or compel him, but marched away with his own troops and 
the money. 

Allavenly, more fatisficd with having removed one half of bis 
enemies, than difappointed at the refiifal of Ragojee, immediately 
marched againft him. But the Morattoes, as ufual, avoided all en- 
counters of rifque, and ravaged the defencelefs parts of the country 
until the month bf June, when they retired into Orixa, and in a 
few days reduced the whole province ; of which Ragojee, with the 
cgnfent of his officers, gave the government to Meer-abib. As foon 
as the rainy feafen was palled, feme of their detachments again 
infefted Bengal ; and in March 174.4, new parties, allured fay the 
iuccefs of their countrymen, traverfed, plundering as they went, all 
Behar and Bengal, in their way to the main body, which remained 
in Orixa. The three following months Allaverdy was employed 
in beating up the parties that remained in Bengal, and as foon as the 
saaip p&fed, he marched with his whole force into Orixa ; where 
hy continual ftratagems he brought on feveral encounters, in which 
the Morattoes fullered confidently ; and purfuing thefe advantages, 
Ike in Ids than three months obliged them to quit the province and 
jretire to the wcftward. However, he was fcarcdy returned to 
Ifijferfiynlj Ilk February 1745, when they renewed their incurfions; 
but ta^ildadb^ were not formidable enough to requite the 
tout finds of oppofition which had hitherto employed his Whole 
3 foroi 
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force and attention*; He therefore, jn Odober, detached a Large 1756. 
body of, troops to Patna, under the command of his nephew fundee * ‘ 

H am e d , and now bfjgspto have fome profped; of tratHjuUlity ; which, 
neverthelefs, ftill fled before him. 

The reputation of Muftapha Khan, and his influence amongft the 
foldiery , had for fome time rendered him obnoxious to the fufpkjops 
of Hodgee, who concluded, that if he did not already entertain 
dangerous views, he might afpire at the foveifeignty alter the death 
of AUaverdy, to die prejudice of his own fon Zaindee Hamed : but 
mere arguments could not induce AUaverdy, who feared, nothing, 
to entertain this opinion of a fellow foldier, by whom he had always 
been ferved with fidelity, and had on aU occafions generoufly re- 
warded. He demanded proofs, which were fupplied by letters that 
feemed to be witten by Meer-abipto Muftapha Khan, implying a 
previous correfpondence, exhorting the Pitan toaflaffinate AUaverdy, 
and promibng him the affiftance of the Morattoes to fdze and main- 
tain the government. AUaverdy, pot fufpe&ing that Hiodgee would 
dare to ufe fuch an artifice in an affair of fo great importance,, be- 
lieved the impofition, and determined to put Muftapha Khan to 
death at the next vifit ; whole friends apprized him of the danger ; 
on which he inftantly marched away with the body of 3000 Pitans 
under his immediate command, and was the next day followed and 
joined by the fame number, with their officer S urtrfh ecr Khan ; all 
took their way towards Behaf. 

Their departure confirming AUaverdy in hit belief of Hodgee’s 1746. 
nprefentations, he ordered Zaindce Hamed to advance from Patna, 
in order to ftpp the retreat of the Pitans, whilft he himfelf fol- 
lowed them with his own army, which overtook them half way 
between TacriaguUy and Patna, before Zafridce Hamed appeared in 
fight. Muftapha Khan therefore gave battle without delay; fete con- 
flift was lharp tad abftinate, notwithftandmg the difparity of num- 
bers : and die fuccefs remained doubtful, until the two chiefs came 
within reach of one another, when a party of men, armed with 
ipgtchloqhs, w^Q bad been taught to fhoot at a mark, and were 
appointad to guard 'die elephant on which AUaverdy rode, fired a 
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volley directed againft the perlbn of Mulhpht ^han< and killed 
hint)! on which SmnShcer Khan gave the fignl of retreat, and, 
paiBng at a distance from Zaindee Hamed’s auutk, retreated out 
of the province, and proceeded to ilia own country, to the eaft of 
the Jumna. 1 

Alter the battle, Hodgce, who had .accompanied his brother, 
went to Pama, in order to fuperintend the civil adminiftntion of 
Behar ; and having brought with him the head of Muftapha Khan, 
caufed it to be carried on a pole round the city; during which pro* 
ceftion it was in Suited by the multitude with every indignity. AUa* 
verdy haAeftcd back to Bengal, which, during his aUchce, had been 
expofed to the return and depredations of the whole body of Ido* 
rattoes, which he had driven out of Orixa. Thus ended the year 
1 746. Continual marches ancrV few indecisive SkirmiShes employed 
him until the end of 1747, when events of jnore dangerous con* 
fcquence called forth the exertion of his utxnoft resolution. 

Meer-abib, who, fmee his defection, had loft no opportunity of 
dHtatiing Allaverdy, had entered into a correspondence with Sum- 
Sheer Khan, immediately after the death of Muftapha ; in con Se- 
quence of which the Pitan, with Sooo of his countrymen, appeared 
in December on the bank of the Gange^M$feSite to the city of 
Patna ; which intending to furprize, hmftkMered the fervice of his 
troops «d Zaindee Mamed. Hodgee, ifc is Said, had received fame 
intelligence of the connexion existing between SumSheer Khan and 
Meer-abib ; and advifed his fon to projeft an interview, in which 
all the PitaneSficers might be blown up by a mine of gunpowder; 
but Zaindee Hamed, Sufpe&ing his fetter's intelligence, rejetod 
the propofal, and waited fbr the orders of Allaverdy ; who inSbudted 
him to ihlift the Pitans, and afterwards to take the firft opportunity 
«if destroying their chiefs. Accordingly, the terms of agreement 
#ere Settled, and the principal officers, accompanied by 2000 of 
Aeif Soldiery, crofted the river : they were reedved by Zaindee 
ffawwjl 022 tent pitched at a little from the city. Son* 

approached the firft, made hie oteiftnoefond having te- 
ceivedwotn Zaindee a roll of bectel, ae a pledge of Iriendftip, took 

hit 
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his place, Ifending behind nun 9s att officer U£*f rated in Ins fenric 
Eleven other - officers .vent through the iame^cere^hy f ££i my 
Dundee Hamed . was; preifetopg tlje'-fc^ipeel^^lo 
officer, wjbo had laft’ receivca it, plungeda dagger over* 
into his heart. In the Tame inftant theotherp fell on U 
Zaindee’s retinue who were fending oeapft. his perfon, "wHi 
Pitan ioldiers attacked the re/V and his guards. The aftohilhmen^ 
on one tide being as great . .as;ffip;iippe^uo^y on the other^ afl rfie 
attendants of Zaindee Hamed we^e loon diipefeed ; iuad jlt^^g fee 
coofii& a party of Pitans galloped to the gate of the dty, 
they kept pofleffion, until Sumfheer Khan arrived with- the ref£ 

Here the conftemarion was fogrpat^ that DO one t^ni^ht' of re*, 
finance; and fee Pitans cutting $ewii feey 'feet "ynthdut 
tin&ion, proceeded andgo* peyffidhoa' of the citadel. 'Thair fctt 
care now was to leek' fix Hodgee, in order to retaliate the deafe. 
of their leader Mufepha Khan, andLfee ignominy apife which 
Hodgee had treated his remains ; he was taken, etfemvnufeur'fe 
efcape in a covered pafenkeen, and imm e d ia tely lopuijppd m pm! 
like a common criminal ; offer whien be was led 1 fetPHf k fee 
on an aft, with his legs tiod under die hidly, and Jus. faoepaiated 
half blade, half whine ; during which proceffion he was inffilfea 
with every feoff and capckpry feat detefetion owld ftggfs^ i five 
millions of rupees -mat ffound : in jpsrhouitb > and- fee (murm, 'was, 
again Treated, in order to extort , a coifesii^ of. fee .Jrefefesf 
was fuppofed to have co ncealed; but whether jib' rcal|rfrad7no 
mm fltbeUwd feat rnam^m^r-' “* 

torture* he here feat which wasnow ipffil 
wM-in dangers whan deffifeu of : 

mow JfofWMg and atquifiie Jbfiefe igt 
cswof : but the unfortunate- and high 
PdaiwteiQatttasy'W*hiiitaMdfpqiffi^». % tpokit 
•wlan a ftwrjwuv* it ralaafcd himfraiaB 
fapwiaa ft*pfe noo wu ai frafrw * MsMTi 

»«» # rflpoM)c^£U(eo. nun a w piuwe mapnpr»ip n t atffi. <pg$ 
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iPw main body of Pitans crofling the fiver jointed thofi in poll 
je 0ioa of the city, and during three days rioted in mfficre and 
rapine • after the tumult fubfided - , Sumfheer Khan eftablifhed officers 
to govern the city, railed contributions from the neighbouring 
diftn&s,, and levied troops. 

The news of thefe dHaftert overpowered all the fbrritude of Al- 
l ave t d y, and rendered him for fome days incapable of attending to 
thi* concerns of his government : his grief was moftiy paid to the 
m emory of Zaindee Hamed, who was the only one of his fiunily 
worthy to fucceed him. However, the defire of revenge readied 
his wonted firmnefs, and he appeared again with new vigour, aug- 
menting his army, and improving* it by new fi^pBoe : he likewife 
lolkhoufly attached to his perfbn the 4000 Fitans, who had re- 
mained with him after the retreat of Kfuftapfia Khan. Thus ani- 
mated and pre p ared , he took the field in die month of March with 
*3,000 horie wad' 1 5,000 ftnt, and proceeded 1 into Bfchar through 
tile pels of YacriaguDy. 

In tiiis interval, Sumffieer Khan had likewife levied 5000 brie 
and 10,000 loot, with which and his 8000 Phans he took the 
field, and 1 encamped aboet 90 miles to the^aft of Patna, boring 
co n cerned - with theMbrattoes that they (ha^p fall upon Allaverdy** 
roar, wASUtHhe Phans a tt a ck ed Ban in firdfit. In coofequence of 
tins agreement M&er-abib and Ragojee bad entered the country of 
Biydiwan^ waiting the morions of AlUverdy to* 4 k reft their own : 
sodas loon as Be had paflbd* Taeriagully, they, by a fhorter mot, 
croflbd tile m eO Mare s, ftveaty mdes to the weft, through the pager 
dft Bbbbhm, im arrived m the mi d dfc of BdiardnoA as fiton ae 
tifcfcrtayof Bengal: ' AUaveidy fitw Bis danger; bat neverthdefs 
andwh# near the encampment of 9 omfheer Khan left 
Jmt own tents and* baggage ftanding on the plain, with only a final> 
Jane in guard theft, and srtthed on to givu the flfeana bank) who 

The Moretteer m the war were w ithiu 
iMHpNM hfttie» botj as hr had foteftan, flopp a d at thcauno, 

w *4MUUCCg CiUptOyca UX^^ViIBCHMHP * CQ6 

of affifting their allies; the battle,. W 

- dlfr 
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named in the' rear, in order t? catty hp,#» ; mpt .JfiHBW®* 
the Bine would In j$ Wj$0m Jj* 

interijperfcd his cavahy wim matchlock men ; whip firing o^h *j®| 
foot, one after another, moft of theirj>rincipal officers, and ifM 
Sumfteer Khan himfelf, juft a* he had cat his way to the dej&Sht. 
on which Allaverdy fuperintended the battle. His death, as ufutf; 
decided die vaStotj. The Pitans battened back to Patoa^ “ 
they remained gathering together their own effeas, and ^ 
whatfoever they could find valuable belonging to the inh ? ^ 
until the army of Bengal appeared In fight, when thejr quitted 
the city, and crofting the Ganges marched away to dwp own 
country. 

Allav erdy having fettled die government of Behar, retimes bo-, 
fore the rainy feafon to Muradavad. TheMprattoes, after the de- 
feat of Sumfheer Khan, divided into feveral detachments, of which 
fomc infefted Behar, feme Bengal, and others Orixa; bat thdr^ope- 
rations were not formidable enough to call Allaverdy himfelf again 
into the field: and he committed the condua of tbewar to hi| 
general Meer Jaffier, who was continually employed in interrupting 
or diflodging their parries. 

The war ever fince the retreat ot flaiierow in 17*3, nap neen 
principally carried on by the Mprafaxs of Ragogee Boofola from 
Bdiarfjwied (bmetimtt by partazana, and adventumra from, odwj 
countries. In i;49> Ragcjgee affiffed Nariiyng in Ida expedido* 
into die Camatic with to*ooo horfr. nndw,^ ---*-'-*^ k: - 

fon lonam, which* with oth 4 r‘«pe<fttk*i; “ 

^iV^ed-.by.^'^fe? 

pent up 

more than < ,, . 

cohfiifioh imd ** 1 
■ hah , commanded 
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Kt«y, tributary to the province of <&&,' Who ao yetobdbre were 
efjbqt note or eftimation ; and to repair tins di%f*ce, it was te~‘ 
lotted jo hire 40,000 Marattoes of Ralagerow, who hadfhcceeded 
hb father Ballerow in the govemm'ent qf Pont, Its QWndifhefi 
th e re fore deprived the throne of farther means to excite more 
enemies againll Allaverdy, in whom on the Olhet hand the in- 
fi rmities of age feemed to have quelled the ambitious fjpirit which 
had tendered him lo formidable to the empire. The Court of Delhi, 
therefore, as, the belt compromife, confented to confirm him Subah 
of Hwngyl, Behar, and Orixa, on condition that he Should annually 
remit the ufital tribute of fix millions of rupees. 

The patents were publilhed at Muxadavad loon after the body of 
5000 Morattoes were defeated in Behar, and Allaverdy improving 
txjth circumftances opened a negociation. with their leaders, con- 
senting to leave them in polleflion of the fquthem part of Orixa until 
a»ibm f fK* could be fettled with the heath of the nation, provided 
dfiftiear fatties were immediately withdrawn out of the provinces 
«£ Bengal and Behar. The terms were accepted, and he foon after 
an embaflador to Poni ; but a variety of references and difeuf- 
fions delayed- the ratification of the treaty to the end of the year 
1753; when it was agreead that Allaverdy fhdahl annually pay the 
ftH9 06 j 10*000 rupees, and that all Orixa fouffc of Catteck Ihould 
be ceded tb .the Morattoe dominion in perpehAty, .and that .they 
Should receive half therevenucsof the nordhenLjMttV as fir » tb 
row of PipU, with the pe r mi ffi tfo of sppointin^ofiker*, who, to- 
gether with the Nabob’s, . were to fopermteod theSttfileftfcXM. , 

Thus endedtbb Ufr. All the countries lying to. the eaft ofthe 

* 



IfcokVt AbltiVKt'DT II 

atm ^ifaair. i M ^ i egfcs of tamanityte > ifj 6 . 

per fort* *f dttir <mdg, yhey: fd^,thtftmi|jer'to ftirijk tpflfifc ' 

compsrffion. Nor could the advantages 4 tf» w«fta»re* in’ lofetcttfeiti 1 
and mrtient are fcareely neooffiryj eoantervril the ddfatt&re&ffefts 
of this general timidity and uncharitablenefs. 

Example* of thefed*flr«<fcs were fm^uently fcen by thtf Edgliflr 
at Calcutta* to which place the' inhabitants of the oppofite fide of 
(he river often came over in great- numbers for refbge, and perilled 
through want ; communicating their own terrors to thofe.of Whom 
they afked relief; infomuch, that in the year 1743 thekuttah in- 
habitants of the colony requefted and obtained permHfion to dig *a 
ditch at their own expence, round the company’s bounds, frbmthe 
northern part of Soota-mrtty to the fouthern part of Govindporc. 

This work would extend feven miles, whilft the force to defend it 
did not exceed 300 Europeans and 500 peoris. In fix months three 
miles were finifhed : when the inhabitants, feeing that no Momttoes 
had ever been on the weftern fide of the river within fixty miles of 
Calcutta ; and that Allaverdy exerted himfelf vqgoroufty topaeVent 
their incurfions into- the iflftnd of CttffiinbuMr, difeontiaued the 
work ; which from the ocdtihxi wascerifed the MUratvft dheb. 

Allaverdy made no Objeftion to this work ; and moreover per- 
mitted the Engtifh, in the feme year, to nife a rampart with baf- 
tions of brickwork round their foffcerjr at Cofiambtaar. But the 
tuft of his conduS (hewed that thefe indulgences did not proceed 1 
from any defire of courting the (Europeans in tistte&of difficuhy<: 
for, neewithftanding tbe fenodes which ho might! receirgd 
•ftdm their garrifons, her neuer afked their rihiakee. Ii» fbfcbid 
the Engtifh and French from couueut^R^to^lluAiHtka SgahftieKh 
ether in hndominions during the war declaredhet^ tbefiro 
nations in 1741 ; and in the year 1 748 hie, on fbiaa.cnmei^i( of 
iris tudtoriry, attacked end dwuu’Ae; fomlof «he 4 >f|und com- 
puf out of the tiver of Hugblqril endhe feverafclime* kmfied 
-fkBritf«if^»Bkgl 9 h, 8iund>t» and Dutch frrtfnnanN i. aBcdgieg, 
that t&ey rogb* toafoottibumlto the 
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his demands on the firft Summons, h* anueahan once 
their trade : however, all they pud ftedi bit acoeffion did 
hoe ekcced 100,000 pounds Sterling; which on anaverage was not 
two in a hundred on the amount' of their investments during that 
interval. 


The Morattoes during the war made only one considerable de- 
predation on die EnglHh trade. This wasin the pear 1748, when 
they flopped a fleet of boots coining flan Coffimbuzar to Calcutta, 
and plundered it of 300 bales of raw filk belonging to the company. 
But the advantages of the European commerce in general were much 
impaired by the diftrefles of the province, which enhanced the prices 
and debafed the fabricks of all kinds of manufactures. . 

The difficulties which Allavcrdy hadenoauntered and furmounted 
Since his acceSfion obliterated itythe minds of his Subjects whatsoever 
deteflation they might havaconcei ved agunfl his uSuipation of 
die Sovereignty : his aitrn l h fll tf A protefl them flam the vio- 
knces and iniquities of his uflltuflfliug other with civil or milt- 
-Cary authority, had gained him mi public reverence and efteem: 
.and >fuch was die opennefs and grujgMfify of his character on all oc- 


casions, in which his ambition wabtjTOt thwarted, that his ingrati- 

■tudefo hisbcnfcfador Sujahlhin,j|ht murder of Bafchk Pontflt, 

and his in tendons to cut off Mnft»||| Khan, were imputed, al. 

though abfutdly, to the inShience wfB his brother Hodgee was 

fappofed to have over all his resolutions : he remained, perhaps, the 

only prince in thecaft whom none of his fab^eCb wished to afla£ 

flnate. But hovliat no Sooner arrived at this degree of reputati on 

and fortune, thsnincres&ng infirmities w ar ned him tf his ip. 

ynachingeod; and his inju&aous choice of a fucoeflbr em bittered 

hulatterdaTs vritfa u many anxieties as he had lirifcred in the reft 
■ — * — 
or nti ragKi* 

Having ae male tSbe or descendants, the Sbeoefifen naturally d»> 
the fittoUy ofhis brother Hodgee, whofaad three 6 mm, 
Hamod, mrf SJ0* Hwd 4 

% whemhe k* Ao 
of 
whom 
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whom the <Ufft osxnedMirea Mahmud* wsspdpptedby Allaverdy, 
and the other, named Moorad Dowl^ Magomed. 

The Superior qualities of Zaiadee juftified in. '..peeing 

turn to his elder brother Nowsgis, a man of much kfs refolutian 
and capacity ; but after the death of Zabdee, there i c nkjn e d no 
reaion to exclude Nowagps again from the fucceffion : for he wagof 
a better charadfeer than his brother Sid Hsmed ; and of the two 
children left by Zabdee, the younger. Moored Dowlah, was weak 
of bteHe&r and the elder, Miras Mahmud, a youth of Seventeen 
years, had discovered the and vicious propensities, at an agB frhen 
only follies are expe&ed from princes. But the great tfiffiaa 
which Allaverdy had borne to the father was transferred' to this fcs, 
whom he had for fame years bred in his own palace ; where, in- 
stead of correcting the evil dispositions o£ his nature, he, Suffixed 
them to increaSe by overweening bdulgenor: bom without com- 
panion, k was one of the amufements- of Mena Mahmud’s child- 
hood to torture birds and animals ; and, taughtby his to 

regard him Self as of a fupesier order of beings, has natural cruelty, 
hardened by habit, rendered him as inSenfiblo to the fuf faing s of 
his own fpecies as of the brute creation.: in conception he was net 
Slow, but abfurd ; obftinate, fallen,, and impatient, of contladi&an 
but, notwithstanding hie infalent contempt of m*nlrm <t ( innam 
cowardice and the conftifion of his ideas rendered’ him fufpicious 
of all who approached him, excepting his favourites,, who were 
buffoons sod profligate men. ratted frommenial Servants to be his 
companions: with theft he lived' b ewy: kind of intemperance 
and debauchery, and. mom ^fapally in dnnkie^ fpiritudus liqpors 
to an excels, which inflamed h» paffions andjmpaired tha fittie tpt- 
decSbaAngr witlvwhieh he was ^ homer, canning 

enough to carry himfclf with much demure^eftb the pre&nee of 
Mnqfa.m&m no annvenftitefl tot inform of ; *>k reel dusrafter t. 
fotbdeSjpatic flutes the SwereksLis *twav*^kfLtnK»ar wHat it 
*SMgB mdumnwA 4^know. 
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province;: with great authority ; whilft his fubjccls beheld with equal 
furpriic an J confkmation an inftance of fuch dotage in a prince, 
whole judgment had never failed him until this, the mod impor- 
tant option of hit. life. The doom was, however, irrevocable, and 
Mirza Mahmud on his appointment received the name of Chiragec- 
a||HUa, fignifving the lamp of riches, by which he was after- 
wamSalled ; but by the Europeans, Surajah Dowlali. His uncles, 
Now&gps and Sid Hamed, did not indeed break out into open re- 
bellion, "but (hewed lb much difeontent, that Allaverdy was con- 
vinced they would dilpute the lucceflion after his death ; and know- 
ing that Nowagis Mahomed was governed by a man of abilities, 
named Hoflein Cooley Khan, he determined to remove this mi- 
nifter. But Nowagis having for fome years held the government 
of Dacca with its appurtenances, had acquired great wealth, which 
enabled him to maintain a large retinue of armed men in conftant 
pay ; and the city of Dacca was at this time governed by a nephew 
of Hoflein Cooley Khan : Allaverdy therefore was apprehenfive that 
Nowagis might retire to Dacca, and throw off his allegiance, if he 
fhould take the alarm, whilft that city remained under his autho- 
rity ; but Surajah Dowlah undertook to remove the nephew of Hof- 
fein Cooley Khan, and fent a party of afiaflins, who entering Dacca 
in difguife {tabbed him in the dead of night. As foon as his death 
was known at Muxadavad, Nowagis took up arms, but more from 
apprehenfions of his own danger than with intention to revenge 
the injury: Allaverdy therefore eafily quelled this uUfe**e&>on, by 
alluring him that the murder had been committed Without the par- 
ticipation other of himfelf, or Surajah Dowlah. Some days after 
the tumult was quieted, Surajah Dowlah caufed Hoflein Cooley 
Khan himfelf to be aflaffinated in open day, as he was palling 
through the ftreets of Muxadavad. 

Thefc murders increafed the gloomy conje&ures which the ap- 
pointment of Surajah Dowlah to the fucceffion had already railed 
in the minds of the people. His uncles Nowagis and Sid Hamed 
had hitherto afted independently of each Other, but now united ; 
and although their reverence to Allaverdy rsftnuned them from revolt 

during 



Book VL Auaviut. 

during hieitfrg they augmented their forces atid the number of their ij0. 

dependants.' . In this fate of mutual fufpiflba fa two (4>fa re- 1 J 
mained, until thebcguming of .the pear 1756 , when both NowagjUb 
and Sid Hamed died of fevers, without potfon. 

Their deaths diflblved indeed the union of their heufa ; ffahnsfr- 
werthelefs, did not leave Sung ah Dowiah without powerful $Hto- 
petitor* : Nowagis kit great tmofures ; and his endow, the faugh- 
ter of Allaverdy, as the only moans of pisfeeving them, determined 
to dilpute the fncrefaan. Her (ex indeed excluded ho* front the 
govern meat, to which o ther wise the was the natural heir, s**he 
only child of Allavendy. And the pouter brother tf Surajjah 
Dowiah, who had been adopted by her huiband, was dead; but ah 
though a tripling had left a ion who was about two years old, and 
this infant die determined to holdout to the province, as die com- 
petitor of Su rajah Dowiah. At the fane time*, the ,iba of Sid Har- 
med, who governed the country of Purneah, relying-on the univerfa 
detefation which was entertained againft Surajah Dowiah, levied 
forces, and determined to oppofe his acoefSacu 

A Gen too, named Rajah-buUub* had fu cceefad Hofleiu Cooky 
Khan in the poll of Duaa Qrprim-iiuuifter to H&ngp i after 
whole death his influence continued fgth the widow, with w^aefr 
he was iuppoied to be mote iptuag$ than tamm either her rank, 

COtir 

teft^ he determined to place hb and rreafnirsnut of the 

reach of danger ; apd ootfaeoaing them in iffay ^t Dacca, where 
th ey kd ccfflaiofid fe r jon ao time, he oniatdhis fcn Kifen Jafe lo 
fWi foram m«W & ttklimifie 

pi ■■ * w r *v W .JmWW ir* fp r 

to 4*pprip d JWtoMWr 0*i # '&m of Otma. A««rdw^y, 

Siffitodaft lefts Dppcawtth feveraj IpwJ&lhpto 81 
i<|g through jfae Aumela at the bottom d^e Delta, praepoded 
altog^OsgSPto* Gw» to tboJcl|i|p^ te en- 

tmr4tho jiw ^ H^ghley j .fef F |#^#,|«faaday?4 «- 

to ot^ain per- 

mitfm of the irr^itorTrT irtf Caki*ttfa thaii XifrwMf tail fir 

rady faight, if they IBfefcftlfi faff &#* 

Vox.. H. H ttwt; 
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toMm, by which the boats muft pafs, in their way to Orixa. At 
the fame time there remained no hopes of AllaVefdy's recovery ; 
upon which the widow of Nowagis had quilted Muxadavad, and 
encamped with 1 0,000 men at Moota Gill, a garden two miles 
loath of the city, and many now began to think and to lay that She 
would prevail in her oppofition againft Surajah Dowlah. Mr. Watts 
therefore was eafily induced to oblige her minifter, and advifed the 
prefidency to comply with his requeft. His letter to the presidency 
on this fubjeft was fcarcely arrived in Calcutta, before the boats of 
Kiflendafs appeared in fight : the president Mr. Drake was at this 
time at Ballafore for the recovery of his health ; bat the reft of the 
council, relying on the opinion of Mr. Watts, contented to admit 
Kiflendafs into the town. ’ 

Amongft the Gen too merchants eftabliflied at Calcutta was one 
named Omicund, a man of great Sagacity and understanding, which 
he had employed for forty yews with uuoeafing diligence to in- 
create his fortune. The prefidency had long permitted him to 
provide much more of the company’s investment than the (hare 
allowed to any other contrador ; by which, and other indulgences, 
he was become the mod apufen^ inhabitant in the colony. The 
extent of his habitation, divided into various departments ; the 
number of his Servants continually employed in various occupations, 
and a retinue of armed men in con Slant pay reSembled more the 
Bate of a prince than the conditioa of a merchant. His 
extended to all parts of Bengal and Bebar, and fay preSantt and 
Services he had acquired So much influence with rite principal 
officers of the gover nmen t at Muxadavad, that the prefidency in 
tunes of difficulty uted to emjdoy his medis^oa wkh the Nsbob. 
This pre-eminence, however, did not fail to render him the oljed 
of much envy : th^ nmufoditres provided lor the fafenpsny having 
every year Since the. firft irruption of the Mflnttnt decretted an 
i^liijtn J inertitfed in prica, much of tins detriment was imputed 
tgyimagMjce ,ib4 iniquity of Omkhund;;*iid the company fide* 
tffdfl&fe, to re fl a t e their iiwrflfcunt to the SbnatotoMi- 
dmttoSTp doe and quality,. relinquished ip the year 1713^ their 

ufual 
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ufual method of c o otr aflEmg with"' nttrc&ahtfj ^ ' anil' >i^sfkC 
mafiabs , or Gentoo faftorsin their own' psf ^ "«-pr<mdcith» in- 
veftment at the different -dbraqj/, ot cloth marietta in the province. 
From this time Oraichund was excluded from an^ 1 parth^|^l$ : in 
the company’s affairs, which, diminifhang his canuneitw wtan.- 
tages, vexed his avarice, although poflefled of four million^ of ru- 
pees. However, he ftill continued the trade, which he ufed to 
carry on independent of theinveftmeat, and redoubled his attention 
to maintain his importance at 'Muxadavad ; in Cohlhqttence of Which 
Rajah-bullitb at this time requefled his good offices to his fen KHJen- 
dafs, whom Omichund received on his arrival with much holpitalky, 
and lodged the family in >a convenient habitation. 

The admifHon of Kiflendafs into Calcutta was loon known at 




Muxadavad. It wounded the pride of Surajah Dowlah, and exafpe- 
rated his mind with filch fufpicions, that he Irajnediately went to 
Allaverdy, and told him that he was well informed the Englifh in- 
tended to fupport the widow of Nowagis Mahomed. Mr. Forth, 
thefurgeon of the Englifh 'factory at Coffimbuzar, who attended 
Allaverdy in his laft illnefs, was prefent, and Allaverdy, jnftead of 
anfwering Surajah Dowlah, queftioned Mr. Forth concerning din 
report, who replied, that it was railed by the enemies of thcEn- 
glifh, in order to hurt them in his favour, and that on examination 
it would appear groundiefs ; adding, that the Englifh had no other 
ambition than to be merchants in hir country. Allaverdy. then 
afked how many foldiers were in tlie faSory at Coffimbuear ? \Vhie- 
thef the French orthe Diifch prefidencies had lately lent up any to 
their foftories in that town TWhjere Aw Enghfhlhips of warwere ? 
Whether they wbold crime to'Bengal ? Whether fome had not 
been in the river of HugMey three month* before? Why thefqua* 
dim name into India ? Whether them trait" me between England 
and France? Tb’ which queftionrMk. Forth replied; without de- 
r iaring frem the thith : .and' All^endjh : Wm0§ 1# 'be /convinced 
rim : the e% ate&atioriof a war mmrnM'- l&tafchr tin fqu** 
dim' mvJk, tad *&4iti». 

to tid^tho difpleafureol the fcctmndlmt* DdfttdE 

H a that 
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fee gave no credit to his information ; who replied, that he could 
^fton it. A few days after this converfatioo, newt arrived in Bengal 
thf tfae Englifh had taken Gheria. The piracies which Angria 
had for fo many years committed on the (nbje&a of rite Mogul 
had rendered his name famous throughout rite empire ; and there 
was fearce a prov i nce of which he had nrt taken feme of the na~ 
rives, who concurred in describing his fort refs ae impregnable : and 
v ar io us rumours now prevailed at Muxadavad. Some feid that rite 
la gCfli intended to fend fixteen fhipa to make war in Bengal ; 
others, that Surajah Dowiah was determined Bo lack Calcutta, and 
drive rite Eoglifh out of his dominions ; and Mr. Watts received 
pofitive information that there were manyfpiesemployed by the go- 
vemment in Calcutta ; and that the weaknefs of the garrifon and 
fortifications, and the facility with which the place might be taken, 
were the public difeourfe of the city and the court. The prcfidency 
on this information ordered ftrift fearch to he made, and fc. 
veral who were fufpeQed of bring fpies, were turned out of die 
company*s bounds. 

At length the lang-expe&ed event of Allaverdy’s death happened 
on the 9 th of April : his public chara&er is fufficiently delineated 
by uis a&ons : Iris private life was very different from the tribal 
manner s of a Mahosnedan prince in Indoftan ; for he was extremely 
temperate, had no plcafurea, kept no feragho, and always lived 
the hufbond of one wife. Warned fay the experience of hit own 
aiwMtiim, the defedion of Meer-abib, and die rebellion of Mufta> 
phaCawn, he ded i n ed as much as ptdfible to entruft any Mahome- 
dan* excepting of Iris own lineage, with any power out of his fight, 
which might richer tempt or enable him to revolt : but kept his 
army, which confided chiefly of M a h o m edana, continually under 
hi* own eye, or never differed a large body of the feme troops to re- 
main long enough at a diftanoe to be feduced from their obedience. 
At the feme ting: he paid them well and regttarly; and w w aid e fl 
rise, e^lcart ofmerit and djth&ion, ekhor wsth ready money of 
.with JgghSa^'wHdh wees’ ihesya seats sitting Ms lands trier 
which ly bos m t foflensd so have my extenfise juritiHbon. 

But 
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But he preferred .thefervjce of Gtntou in every office and dignity 
of the date, excepting in the rank* of the army, for which they 
neither wittied nor were fit, and filmed to npi4 ,&e increpft of 
thfir wealth as his own. Roydulubwas hh dean, of treafufer, and 
his minifter ; Ramramfing the Rajah of Midnspffe, |hf 

matter of the fpies and meflengers. The governments wKISb he 
gave to his nephews, the Ions and grandfons of Hodgee, as wktfie 
the interior cft abl if h ment of their families, were regulated by Genloas. 
He encouraged the £au$enfe opulence of the Seats, and admitted them 
to his matt fecret councils ; he gave the government of Hughley 
and its diftrift, in which all the European fettlements on die river 
are fituated, to Monikchund ; and after the aflaffi nation of Zaindee 
Hamed, he would not truft the government of Behar, notwith fl a nd i n g 
its importance as a province and a frontier, to Meer Jaffier, although 
his brother-in-law, and the firft officer in his army ; but gave it to 
the Gentoo Ramnairan. The Rajahs, both of I^ngal and Behar, 
fought their protection and exemptions,- from their follow Gentoos, 
who were ettaklifhed ig his confidence, and contributed not a little 
to increafe their fortunes. Thus was the Gentoo connexion be- 
come the mod opulent influence in the government,' of which it 
pervaded every department with fuch efficacy, that nothing ofSflo- 
ment could move without their participation or knowledge; nor &i 
they ever deceive their benefactor, but co-operated to ftrehgthen his 
gdminiftradon and. relieve his wants ; and it is fiud that the Seats 
alo ne gave him in one prefent the enormous fum of thfoc^njjQibns 
of rupees, as a contribution to fupport the expenses of thc.Morat- 
tpe wsr. Warranted by fuch experience, AllaVtr&|r recommended 
tb« policy of. lus own preference tp bjs fucceflor, and inftru&ed his 
wife to inculcate the, fame maxims after Ws decesfe • but he did 
notfbrefoe the great inferiority of abilities in Sursjah IDowlah 
might tdrn to dangers the very paeans jyoro.^hicK his own had 

ho me d. Not more dun one Or two .%» »* aeceffiop he 

wrote a letter to the prefident of (Calcutta, ordering him to defivfcr 
; *P 
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with his treafores. The beattr of die tatter was bro- 


ther of Ramramling, the head of the (pies : he came in • final! boat, 
land landed in the difguile of a common pedlar on the 14 th of April, 
and immediately proceeded to Omichund’s, who, as the governor 
was abfent at his country houfe, introduced him to Mr. Holwell, a 
member of the council, who fuperintended the police of the town. 
The next day it was deliberated what resolution fiiould be taken cow 
cerning this meflenger. 

' The governor returning die next day finhznoned a council, of 
which the majority being prepoflefled again (1 Omichund, concluded 
that the meflenger was an engine prepared by himfelf to alarm than, 
and reftore his own importance ; and nt the laft advices roceive$fiam 
Coflimbuzar deferibed the event between Surajah Dowlah ad# the 
widow of ^owagis to be dubious^ the council refolvdfr that 
both the mi^cAger and his lett&were too fufpicious hrbe re- 
ceived ; and tbefcvants, who wer&Mflered to bid him dep£&, turned 
)um out of die faftory and off the flp|e with infolcnce and dcrifion : 
but letters were dilpatched to Mr. Watts, inftru&ing him to guard 
againil any evjl confequence from this proceeding. 

It is probable that die report of tbe fpy, fupported by the reprefen- 
tafions of his brother, renewed the lame ideas which had induced 
Surajah .Dowlah to accufc the Engfph fome days before to Aliaverdy. 
He, however, concealed his refehtment ; for when the vaqueel, 
or Gentoo agent employed by Mr. Watts repic&oted at die 
Durbar the fufpitions which had induced the Englifli government 
toxreat the meflenger as an impoftor, Surajah Dowlah fcaredy 
(hewed any emodon or difpleafure ; and neither Mr. Watts nor 
the president received any farther injunctions from Mm coocwa i n g 
Kiflendafs. 

In the beginning of April letters had been a efo td from Egg* 
’land, informing the prefidency that war with Ptanet Iras inevitable, 
41# ordering diem to . put; the fettlcment in a flute of defence* 

t L_1 ^ JL! 11- . 1 _ r wm 

anew. How* 
line of guns, 
♦inch 


e*t£ 
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winch catertftrtrt onfhe brink « the twee in fiat# of the.we&ern ijg. 
fide of the fi»i£ *“ 

In the mean time the widow of AHaverdy interpofed between her 


daughter and Surajah Dowlah, and at length prevailed on bar to 
acknowledge him ; which fhe had no . (boner done than Stttajdb 
Dow la h put her into elide confinement, and fazed her palaces and 
treafures with the infant ion of his own .brother. As (oon as he 
had quelled this enemy he proceeded with his whole army, confiding 
of 50,000 men, again# the fon of Sid Hamet in Pumea. 

Notwithftanding the diligence which had been employed to£x- 
pel the (pies employed by the Nabob in Calcutta, feveral found 
means to remain undifeovered ; and, inftigated mod: probably by 
the head fpy, reprefen ted in their letters to the Durbar, that the 
Epglifh were very buly in railing ftrong fortifications. The Na- 
bob, whole cowardice eafily led him to believe any thug that 
alarmed his fears, gave fuch entire credit to the repbrt, that on the 
day in which he began his march towards Puraeah, he difpatched 
a letter to Mr. Drake, fignifying that he had been informed the 
Englilh were building a wall, and digging a large ditch round thp 
town of Calcutta ; and ordering him immediately to defift,*apd 
to deftroy all the works which had lately been added to the (unifi- 
cations. 

It was unfortunate, Mr. Watts had negk&ed to inform the pce- 
fidency of the complaint which Surajah Dowlah had made CO 
verdy a little before his death, in the prefence of Mr.‘Portb;*aod 
of the canveriatkut which enfued on that occaffon*: 'fer whatffever . 
informations Were now communicated were confidered as the arti- 
fice* od the court to frighten the pendency ootofa fam of money; 
whereas die conversation implied that Surajah Dowlah bore rancour 
again# and that bQf&lie add AUaveedy bad been 

MWottv* fe their military proceedings. But, yraotipg thisinfor- 
matioi4 i |lri Drake thought that the tmh wouHbehis beft.de- 
6nce» land fimplywfcom a: letter, “ >*1^1 . the Nabob 
4 * bad been arifinfcflaetl by tl^fw hn to him that 

44 the Bnglifh were building a wattround the town ; that they bed 
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<£:&jg no ditch Tioce the invafion of the Morettott, « Which time 
« f uc h a work was executed at the requeft of the Indian inhabi- 
« tants, and with the knowledge and approbation of Allaverdy ; that 
«* in the late war between England and France the French had at- 
« tacked and taken the toWn of Madrafs, contrary to the neu- 
•« trality Which it was expefted would have been preferred in 
“ die Mogul’s dominions ; and that there bong at prefent great 
« appearance of another war between the two nations, the Eng- 
*« lifl, W cre under apprchenfions that the French would a & in the 
** fam e manner in Bengal : to prevent which, they were repairing 
•» their line of guns on the bank of the river.” Few in Mr. 
Drake's fituation would have apologized in any other manner : ne- 
verthelefs, confidering the character of Surajah Dowlah, and the 
difpofition of his mind towards the Eoglifh at this juncture, the an- 
fwer was inijfi'4p er I becaufc it tended to make him believe that the 
impending war between the two nations would probably be brought 
into Bengal ; and becaufe it implied that he either wanted power or 
will to proteft the Englifh. Accordingly, when he received the 
le tter on the 17th of May at Rsyamahal, the pemfal of it irritated 
him to a degree of rage which aftonilhed all his officers, excep- 
ting one or two of his intimate favourites. He inftandy changed 
his idblution of proceeding further, ordered his army to march 
back without delay to Muxadavad, and lent forward a detachment 
of 3000 men* to invert the fort of Coffimbuzar. On the 2 ad of 
May thefe troops arrived and forrQunded it, but committed no hof- 
rifirW ; and on the irt of June the Nabob hunfidf came up with 
khc main body of his army. 

; . The fort was juft ftrong enough to oblige aq enemy to attack it 
With c ann on : the baftions were fmall : the ptytaiqs were only 
three feet duck, and fervedas die outward wall <« * rangCof cham- 
bers, which with their terrafles imitated ranipaiti,’'' and were an ail 
jjjg&g fvwdoofasd .from without by buildup i withttf 100 yards, and 
iAtotsngther dhrfl, for even a psiwfe, to interrupt the % 
S pt to roe very foot ; of "die watts: ^rihaps thd*jedou(g. of the 
eovemacot would not thd^r mote; none of the cannon wire above 

nine 
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nine pounders, moft were honey-combed, many.'Bf cbeifc carnages 

decayed, and the ammunition did not exceed 600 charges** The 

garrifon conlifted of 22 Europeans, moftly Dutchmen, and 20 

Topafles. 

The Nabob, immediately on his ari i\ al, Cent a meflcnger, ordering 
Mr. Watts to come to him, who at the 1 'ame time received a letter 
from the duan, Roydulub, adoring him of falety : lie neverthe- 
lcf’s delayed until Mr. Forth the lurgeon went out and returned, 
accompanied by an officer, with the lame afl’arances from Roy- 
dulub in perfon : on which he proceeded to the tent of Roydulub, 
and was introduced by him to the Nabob, who received him with 
infoicnee and inve&ives : immediately after which he was conduced 
into another tent, where feveral lecretaries and officers prepared a 
writing, importing, that the prefidcncy of Calcutta Ihould within 
fifteen days level whatfoever new works they had railed ; that they 
Ihould deliver up all tenants of the government who bad taken pro- 
tection in the fcttlement ; and that if k Ihould be proved that the 
company’s duftucks, or paflports for trade, had even been given to 
fuch as were not intitled to them, what the government had been 
defrauded of by fuch practices ihould be refunded. Mr. Watts, Sur- 
rounded by menaces, figned the paper, immediately after which 
the fame conclave ordered him to fend for Mr. Collet and Mr. Bat- 
fon, the two other members of the council ; who came and figned 
likewife, and were detained with Mr. Watts in the camp. The 
next day they received an order to furrender the fort ;*but repie- 
fenting that this did not now depend on themfelves, noutnbrage 
was taken at the delay of their conferences wkh one another, and 
their meflages to the garrifon, who, deeming the fort, as it really 
was, untenable, the Nabob’s officers, with a number of followers, 
were admitted on the 4th of June ; who, inftead of fealing up what 
effects :hiy found, as the Nabob had ordered, ilole die greateft part ; 
and the foldiery, who took podeffion of the ft&ory, inful ted die 
garrifon with eveiy kind of contumely and reproach. This beha- 
viour continued three days, and fo much affe&td the mind of the 
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1756. commanding officer, Enfign Elliot, that he fhot himfelf through 
*' the head. 

The cannon and ammunition were carried to the camp ; the 
foldiers were fent to the common prifon at Muxadavad ; Mr. Bat- 
fon, one of the council, and the younger men in the company's 
iervice, were permitted to retire to the French and Dutch factories ; 
and Meff. Watts and Collet, inftead of bang employed as they 
expelled to reprefent the w ill of Surajah Dowlah to the prefidenev 
of Calcutta, were informed that they mud accompany him thither. 
None of the Nabob’s officers endeavoured to reftrain him from this 
rafh and violent resolution : they believed themfelvcs marching to 
the plunder of one of the mod opulent cities in the empire. But 
Seat Mootabray and Roopchuud, the fans of the banker Juggutfcat, 
who had fucceeded to the wealth and employments of their father, 
and derived-great advantages from the European trade in the pro- 
vince, ventured to reprefent the Engjjjk as a colony of inofTenfive 
and ufeful merchants, and ear ncftly ailreated the Nabob to mode- 
rate his refentment againd them *JjBt their remondranccs were 
vain ; and on the 9th of June the army began their march towards 
Calcutta. 

During thefe proceedings, letters were daily difpatched from 
Calcutta, inftru&ing Mr. Watts to affure the Nabob that the prefi- 
dency ww ready to obey his orders, to demolifh whatfoever addi- 
tions had been made to their fortifications, and what other build- 
ings without the fort might have been rcprefented to him as works 
intended for defence ; but none of thefe letters reached Mr. Watts, 
and were probably carried to the Nabob, whofe intentions they in- 
couragcd. Cqja Wazeed, the principal merchant of the province, 
who refided at Hughley, was likewife defired to interpofe his media- 
tion ; to whom the Nabob replied, that Mr. Drake had grievoufly 
offended him, and that he would not fuffer the Englifh to remain 
mhis country on any other terms than were allowed them in the 
tfjgpi of the Nabob Jaffier. In the mean time, as the principal rea- 
affigoed for Surajah Dowlah’s indignation was his belief, that 
die Bqgjffli were ereding new fortifications, the dread of exafjperating 

him 
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him ftill more unfortunately deterred the prefidency from taking i 
the neceflary tneaSyres to oppofe, until there remained no longer 4 " - 
any hopes of appeafing him : and in this precarious fufpence twenty 
days, in which much might have been done, were differed to elajpie 
unemployed. But on the 7th of June, when news was received of 
the furrender of CoSfimbuzar, they were convinced that they muft 
owe their fafet y to refinance. 

Letters were immediately difpatched to Madrafs and Bombay 
requesting reinforcements, but without any probability that any 
could arrive from either in time ; for the fea was (hut by the South 
monfbon, and the mefl'engers of the country could not arrive at 
either of their destinations in lefs than 30 days. As a relief nearer 
at hand, the French and Dutch prefidencies at Chandemagore and 
Chinchura were folicited, as in a common caufe, to enter into a de- 
fenfive alliance againft the Nabob ; but the Dutch positively refoSed, 
and the French infolently advifed the English to repair to Chander- 
nagore, in which cafe they promifed them their protection. No 
refource therefore remained but in their own force, which was in- 
deed very inadequate to the conteft ; for, although the regular gar- 
rifon confided of 264 men, and the inhabitants lerving as militia 
were 250; in all 514 men; yet only 174 of this number were' 
Europeans, and of thefe not ten had ever feen any other (than the 
Service of the parade ; the reft were Topafles, Armenians, and Por- 
tuguese inhabitants, on whole faith or Spirit no reliance could be 
placed. The number of Buxerries, or Indian matchlock" men, 
were therefore augmented to 1 500 ; provisions were laid in ftore, 
and works of defence, fuch as the time would admit, were eroded. 

Whilft the Nabob was advancing, it was determined to oil pof- 
feSfion of the fort of Tannah, which lay about 5 miles below Calcutta’ 
on the opposite Shore, and commanded the narrowest part of the 
river between Hughley and the fea with 1 3 pieces of cannon. 

Two Ships of 300 tons, and two brigantines, anchored before it early 
in the morning of die 13th of June; and as Soon as they began to 
fire, the Mooriih garrifon, which did not exceed fifty men, fled : 
on which form Europeans and Ltfcart landed ; and having di£ 
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part of the cannon* flung the reft into the river. But the 

day they* were attacked by a detachment «f 2000 men* fent 
from Hughlcv, who ftormed the fort, drove them to their boats, 
and then began to fire, with their matchlocks and two fmall field- 
pieces, on the veffels, which endeavoured in vain with their can- 
non and inufketrv to diflodge them. The next day a reinforce- 
ment of 30 foldiers were fent from Calcutta* but the cannonade 
having made no impreflion* they and the veffels returned to the 
town. 

On the 13th likewifea letter was intercepted, written to Omi- 
chond, by the Nabob’s head fpy, advifing him to fend his effafts 
out of the reach of danger as foon as poffible : which confirming 
the fufpicions that were already entertained of Omichund’s con- 
dud, he was immediately apprehended* and put under ftrid con- 
finement in He fort ; and a guard of twenty men was placed in his 
houfc, that his effects might not be dandeftinely removed. His 
brother in? law* Hazarimull, who had the chief management of his 
affairs, concealed himfelf in the apartments of the women, until 
the next day ; when the guard, endeavouring to take him, were 
refilled by the whole body of Omichund’s peons, and armed domef- 
ticks, amounti ng to 300 : feveral were wounded on both fides be- 
fore the fray ended ; during which, the head of the peons, who 
■was an Indian of a high caft, fet fire to the boufe, and, in order to 
fare the women of the family from the difhonour of being expofed 
to {bangers, entered their apartments, and killed, it is faid, 
thirteen of them with his own hand ; after which, he ftabbed 
hi mfelf, but, contrary to his intention, not mortally. At the 
Kiflendafs was brought into the fort by another detach- 
ment. 

Mean while the Nabob advanced with fuch unoommon diligence, 
that many of his troops died of fatigue, and finny ware killed by 
the fun, which at this feafon ft ruck perpendicular on their beads : 
91 the ijtii day of June, the 7th of their march, they arrived at 
Hggjkky, from whence they croffed the riyer in a vaft fleet of hoars; 
man y of which h%d apgqp np anicd the army from Muxadayad, and 
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tlv reft had been afiembled at Hughley. Surajah Dowiah bad pro- tyjflt* 
\‘,>ufly lent letters to the Dutch and French fettlemeots at Chiu- Vl,u * 
chura and Chaudemagore, ordering them to affift him with their 
garrilons againft Calcutta ; and when his army was in figjit of their 
fiftorios, he repeated his fummons in more imperious terms.* but 
they pleaded the treaties fublifting between their nations and tlfe&ifcr 
j-lilh in Europe : which denial he highly refented ; but fupprefted 
l.is indignation for the prefent, left they fliould, as in a common 
caul'.-, take up arms in conjunction with the Englilh. But to this 
they were nothing inclined. 

The news of the enemy's approach was brought to Calcutta early 
the next morning* the 16th of June ; on which the militia and mi- 
litary repaired to their polls, and the Englifti women quitted their 
houl'es, and retired into the fort. Moft of the Indian inhabitants 
who had not already taken flight now deferted the town, and fled, 
they knew not whither, to avoid the ftorm ; but the Portuguele, or 
black Chriftians, availing themfelves of this title, flocked to the 
fort, into which more than 2000 pf them, men, women, and chil- 
dren, were imprudently admitted. At noon the van of the Nabob’s 
army, marching from the northward, appeared in light of the com- 
pany’s bounds, and, having neither reconnoitred nor gained inteUit 
gence, they remained ignorant that the Morattoe-ditch did not con- 
tinue round the limits, but left an opening without defences to the 
fouth. . They therefore, without helitation, advanced to attack the 
part which lay diro&ly before them, where a deep rivulet, without 
any trank behind it, fupplied tlie place of the Morattoe-ditch ; and the 
redoubt, called P erring' s r which was one of the obje&sof the Nabob’s 
dif pleafi ire, flood on a point of land at 'the mouth of the rivulets 
but being only intended to command the river, this work had but 
one etx^prafure towards die land. Contiguous to the redoubt flood 
a bridge, which was the only paflage over the rivulet ; on the 
other tide of which, within 1.00 yards, were thickets aod groves, 
through which lay the high road. A fhip of 18 guns had been fla- 
mmed to the north; of the redoubt, in order to flank the thickets i 
the gteateft uaxtof the company’s buaterriet . were afiembled here to 
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*7J& defend the rivulet ; and as the guard of the redoubt was only ao 
* ’ Europeans, jo more, with two field- pieces, were fent from the 

fort to their artirtancc. Four thoufand of the enemy’s match- 
locks with four pieces of cannon took poflelfion of the thickets, 
and from three in the afternoon until night kept up a court ant fire, 
the cannon againrt the redoubt, the matchlocks every where. It was 
returned by the redoubt and the field-pieces, which were placed in 
the rear of the bridge and oppofite to the road, and the buxerries 
wherever they chofe. At midnight nothing was moving in the 
thickets ; for every man after eating his rifeal had, as ufual, betook 
himfelf to deep ; which enfign Pilchard, who had ferved on the 
coart: of Coromandel, fufpefted from their filence, and eroding the 
rivulet at midnight with his party, feized dp}fpiked the four pieces 
of cannon, beat up and drove all the troop^Npt of the thickets, and 
returned without the lofs of a man. 

The Jemautdar of Omichund’s peons, wounded as he was, had 
caufed himfelf to be tranfported to the enemy’s camp ; and by his 
advice they defirted from renewing the attack on the north, and the 
whole army moved to the eartward of the company's bounds, into 
Which feveral parties entered through paflages which there were no 
troops to defend. In the afternoon they let fire to the great bazar, 
or market, within half a mile north-eaft of the fort, and took pof- 
feffion of the quarter inhabited by the principal Indian merchants, 
which commenced half a mile, to the north, and extended enoftly 
along die bank of the river. A party was fent to drive them away, 
and retuned with fome priioners, who reported that the enemy in- 
tended the next day to make a general attack upon the out-ports ; on 
which the party was recalled from Perring’s'redoubt to the notth 
of the bounds ; and every one parted the night under arms. 

The fort of Calcutta, called Fort- William, was fituated near the 
river, and nearly half way between the northern and fouthem ex- 
tremities of the company’s territory. Its Tides to the eart and weft 
extended no yards ; the fouthem fide i jo, and the northern 100 • 
it had four bartions, mounting each 10 guns: the curtains were 
only foul* feet thick, and, like the factory of Coffimbuzar, ter- 
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raffcs, which were the roofs of chambers, formed the top of the 
ramparts; and windows belonging to thefe chambers were in 
fevcral places opened in the . curtains : the gate-way on the 
eaftem fide projefted, and mounted five guns, three in front; 
and one on each flank towards the baft ions : under the weft^rn 
face and on the brink of the river, was a line of heavy canndn, 
mounted in embrafures of folid mafonry ; and this work was 
joined to the two weftem baftions by two (lender walls, in 
each of which was a gate of pallifadoes. In the year 1747, 
warehoufes had been built contiguous to the fouthem curtain, and 
projecting on the out-fide, between the two baftions, rendered them 
ufelefs to one another; however, the terrafles of thefe ware- 
houfes were ftrong enough to bear the firing of three pounders 
which were mounted in barbett over a (light parajfet. 

The lioufes of the Engliih inhabitants occupied the ground fix 
hundred yards towards the eaft, and half a mile to the north and 
fouth of the fort ; but lay fcattered in fpacious and feparate inclo- 
fures ; and feveral of them overlooked the fort ; as id the Englifti 
church, which ftood oppofite to the N. E. baftion ; under thefe dis- 
advantages the fort was deemed fo little capable of defence, that 
it was refolvcd to oppofe the enemy in the principal ftredfc and 
avenues. 

Accordingly three batteries, each mounting two eighteen poun- 
ders, and two field pieces, were ere&ed : one oppofite to the eaftem 
gate of the fort, at the diftance of 300 yards, in the principal 
avenue, which continued in a fttaight line to the eaftward as for as 
the Morattoe ditch : this battery adjoined on the left to the gate- 
way of an inclofure, in which, at the diftance of a few feet, ftood 
a very fpacious houfe of one floor, in which the mayor*s court and 
afflw) ufed to be held. A crofs-road pafled from w. to s. along the eas- 
tern curtain of the fort ; but aoo yards N. of it, this road loft fight of the 
fort, by a (hort turning towards the river, along the bank of which it 
continued ftreight to the n. in a ftreet formed by houfes on one fide, 
and tlie walls of inclofures on the other neareft the river : at the 
upper end of this ftreet, juft beyond the turning, was another battery'. 
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* 7 s 4 » The third was in the crofs-roadjoo yards to the fouth of the fort, hut 

~ u 1 ' the ground between was clear. Breaft*works with pallifadoes were 

erefted in tht fmallcr inlets at a diftance, and trenches dug acrols 
the more open grounds. Between the north battery and the 
callcm, or that at tl»e mayor’s court houie, there were only two 
inlets., both of which led into a fpot lying on the caftern fide of the 
crofs-road between the church and a houfe belonging to Mr. Eyre. 
But the ground immediately to the fouth-eaft of the fort, was much 
more open ; and part of this (pace was occupied by a large inclofu re, called 
< Tbe Park ; the north fide of which (kirted the principal avenue leading 
to the caftern battery, the weftern fide extended aoo yards along 
the fide of the crofs-road towards the fouthern battery, and the caftern 
fide ikirted one fide of a rope-walk about fixty yards broad. Along 
the other fide of this rope-walk ftood three Englifh houfes, all 
within effective mufket (hot of the caftern battery ; which, being 
ere&ed at the north-eaft angle of the park, might by turning a gun 
-to the fouth, fcour the whole length of this rope-walk, but could 
not fo well command the entrance into a fmall lane, which led into 
the farther end of the rope- walk from the fouth-eaft. This pafi 
was qf confequence ; for the enemy might from hence proceed to 
the fouth wall of the park, and then continue along it without in- 
terruption to feveral houfes, which extended along the crofs-road, 
almoft from the fouth-weft angle of the park to the backiide of the 
fouthern battery, which ftood 100 yards farther on in the crofs 
road : about zoo yards eaft of this battery, and about the fame dis- 
tance to the fouth of the lane left mentioned lay another paflage, 
which gave inlet into a large opening, fouth of the park; from 
whence the enemy might with even more facility penetrate to the 
fame houfes commanding the fouthern battery. Both thefe pafles 
were therefore carefully fccured. Immediately in front of the 
fouthern battery the -road was arched over a deep and miry gully, 
which continued to the river ; but, as this battery was thought 
left tenable -than other of .the other two, another was erefted aoo 
yards behind it, acrofs the fame road, and within loo of the fort, 
about the midway of .the .weftern fide of the park-waft. 
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The enemy, as it had been expected, attacked the out polls on the 1 756. 

1 8th in the morning. At eight o’clock one of their divifions ad* ^ 
Vanced to the fouthem battery, and, taking poffeffion of feveral 
! )">ufes fituated on each fide of the road beyond it, fired from their 
matchlocks, and from tht ir wall-pieces, an engine of mnch greater 
efficacy, carrying a ball of three ounces ; the two eighteen pounders# 
which were mounted on the battery, cannonaded the houfes, in order 
to (iiflodge them, but without effect. 

At break of day, two field-pieces with a platoon of Europeans 
tttd ''em detached from the eaflern battery to a (light barricaded 
work at fomc diftancc in the avenue ; and 40 buxerrics under a good 
officer had likewife been fent to take poll in the inclofure of the 
goal, which lay about 100 yards beyond the battery, on the right 
hand of the avenue : the walls of this inclofure were high, and 
holes had been llruck through, to admit the firing of the two field- 
pieces, in cafe the enemy (hould gain their way, and oblige thole 
at the barricade to retreat to the goal. About'nine o’clock, a mul- 
titude of fomc thou lands, armed with match and firelocks, advanced 
from the Morattoe ditch, along the avenue. They were flopped by 
the quick firing of the two field-pieces, which loon after difperfed 
them ; but they retreated into the thickets on either hand, and, fe- 
rn re under that fhelter, kept up an inceflant, although irregular, 
fire on the barricade ; neverthelefs, the party there maintained 
their poft two hours, when feveral being killed, and more wounded, 
the reft retreated, with the field pieces to the goal : at the fame rime 
the enemy, inftead of advancing along the avenue, proceeded through 
by-ways, and got polleflion of the three EngKfli houles which flood 
along the rope-walk, and overlooked the back part of the goal, on 
which they fired lb warmly from the windows and terrafles, that in 
a few minutes they killed fix buxerrics, and wounded four or five 
Europeans ; on which the reft quitted the inclofure, leaving the 
field pieces behind, and returned to the battery at the Mayor’s Court. 

The battery to the north was likewife attacked about nine o'clock, 
but here the enemy did not find the fame advantages as at the other 
two; for the ftreet was narrow, and the inclofufes which fkirtedf It* 
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on' the fide next the river afforded no fhelter that was not over-looked 
by the battery itfelf ; and, on the other fide, the only houfes which 
commanded it were contiguous to one another, and did not extend 
more than fixty yards beyond; and in each of them were polled four 
or five Europeans. The firft fire from the battery difperled the di- 
vifion which was marching along the ftreet to attack it, and de- 
terred them from appearing again in a body : neverthelefs they re- 
mained in the crofs ftreets, from which two or three at a time fre- 
quently ufed to come out, fire at random, and then retreat. A 
platoon, with a field-piece, was detached to drive them out of jl,e 
crofs ftreets ; which they eafily effefted, and then proceeded along 
the northern ftreet, until they loft light of the battery ; when the 
enemy, taking advantage of their error, returned through the crofs 
ftreets, to cut off their retreat, but yielded again to the field-piece 
and the fire of the platoon. Soon after, the whole body of the 
enemy, which had been appointed to this attack, went away, and 
joined thofe who were employed againft the eaftern battery. 

At noon the attacks in all parts cealed at once, and every thing 
remained quiet until two, when the enemy recommenced their fire 
upon the eaftern battery, not only from the three houfes in the 
rope walk, but alfo from two others on the left hand of the avenue ; 
from |vhich ftations neither the two eighteen-pounders on the bat- 
tery, nor the cannon from the fort, were able to diflodge them. 
The enemy’s fire was fo inceflant, that only the men neceflary to 
ferve the guns were fullered to remain in the battery, wliilft the reft 
Cook fhelter in the mayor’s court-houfc, from whence the place of 
thofe who were cither killed or wounded at tlie guns was occa- 
fionaUy fupplied. About four o’clock in the afternoon, a multitude 
of the enemy forced the palifade at the farther end of the rope- 
walk, although defended by a ferjeant and twenty men ; and rufhed 
clown the walk with fo much impetuofity towards the eaftern bat- 
tery, that the gunners had fcarcely time to turn one of the eighteen 
pounders againft them ; however, the firft difeharge of grape fhot 
checked, and a few more drove them to feck fhelter in the covers at 
hand; but many of them joined thofe who were in the houfes, 
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from which the fire increased fo much, that at five o’clock Captain 1756. 
Clayton, the military officer who commanded in the battery, fent - 
Mr. Holwell, who a&ed as a lieutenant under him, to reprefent to 
the governor the impoflibility of maintaining this poll any longer, 
unlefs it was immediately reinforced with cannon and men, fuffi- 
cient to drive the enemy out of the houfes : but before Mr. Hol- 
well returned, Captain Clayton was preparing to retreat, having 
already fpiked up two 1 8 pounders and one of the field-pieces ; and 
the whole detachment foon after marched into the fort with the 
other. They were lcarcely arrived before the enemy took pofleflion 
of the battery, and exprefi'ed their joy by exceflive fhouts. 

The two other batteries had remained un mole fled lince noon ; 
hut a party had lieen detached from the fouthem, to defend the pali- 
ladc to the eafl of it, which was overlooked by two large houfes, 
one on each hand : a ferjeant and twelve men, belonging to the 
military, polled themfelves in one of the houfes ; and a lieutenant 
with nine of the militia, all of whom were young men in the mer- 
cantile (irvicc of ihc company, took pofleflion of the other : the 
fire from both defended the pafs until the eaflem battwy was de- 
ferted, when, all the ground from hence to the two houfes being 
open, numbers of the enemy gathered in the ground on the infide of 
the palifade, and began to attack the two houfes, which animating 
thole who were attacking the palifade on the other fide, they at 
length tore it down, and joined thofe already within. The feijeant 
with the twelve military faw their danger before the enemy had 
made proper difpofitions to prevent their efcape, and quitting the 
houfe in which they had been flationed, proceeded by by-ways 
which they knew to the fouthem battery ; but did not give notice 
of their retreat to thofe of the militia in the other houfe ; who foon 
after feeing themfelves furrotinded, without hopes of fuccour or 
relief, came out in a compaft body, determined to fight their way 
to the fort ; but two, whofe names were Smith and Wilkinfon, fe- 
parated from the reft, and were immediately intercepted : the 
enemy, however, offered them quarter, which Smith refufed, and, 
it is (kid, flew five men before he fell ; on which Wilkinfon fur- 
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rendered, and was immediately cut to pieces. The other eight, 
a l w a y s prefenting and rarely firing, got to the fouth weft angle of 
the park, when the guns, as well of the fort, as of the battery 
which had been raifed acrofs the road leading to it, midway of the 
weft fide of the park-wall, deterred the enemy horn accompanying 
them any farther. The detachments at all the three Batteries, the 
two to the fouth, and that to the north of the fort, were now re- 
called ; and boats were font, which ibon after brought away Enfign 
Pilchard, and the guard of ao men, which was remaining at 
Perring’s redoubt to the north. 

The batteries had been fo much relied upon as the beft defences of 
the fettlement, that the delertion of them on the very firft day they 
were attacked created general confternation ; and the uproar of 1 500 
black Portuguezc in the fort incrcafed the confufton. Of the 
Lafcars, who had been inlifted to lerve the cannon, not more than 
twenty, and of the buxerrics not one, remained. The Armenian 
and Portugueze militia were ftupifted with fear. However, the 
Englifh ftill preferred their courage, and fmall paitUc were detached 
to the church, tn Mr. Eyres, oppofite the angle of the north-eaft 
baftion, to Mr. Cruttenden’s on the north, and to the governor’s 
houfe on the fouth, all which commanded the ramparts. In the 
mean time the enemy had drilled the three guns which had been 
fpiked and left in the eaftem battery, and turned them an the fort ; 
whilft numbers of their troops, (bettering themfclves in the trenches 
which had been dug in the park, and behind the walls of that in- 
clofurc, kept a conftant fire of fmall arms on the ramparts. 

A (hip and feven (mailer veflels, belonging to tlie fettlement, lay 
before the fort ; and boats, with the natives who plied them, had 
been carefully referved. As night approached, it was refolved to. 
fond all the European women ou board the fhip; two of the council 
foperintended their embarkation, and were accompanied by fevcral 
of the militia. Before eight o’clock the party at the governor’s 
houfe, having been much galled by the enemy from the next houfo 
to the fouth, were recalled ; their retreat expofrd the range of ware* 
boufes adjoining to the fouth curtate, which was the weakeft part 

of 



Book VL Suhajah Dowlas. 

of the fort, becaufe Unflanked by any baftion ; and at midnight the 
enemy were heard approaching to efcalade the terrafles of thefe ware- 
houfes. On which the governor ordered the drums to beat the ge- 
neral alarm : but although this fummons was thrice repeated, not a 
man appeared in obedience to it, excepting thofe who were on duty; 
but the enemy, fuppofing the garrifon prepared, retreated. 

At two in the morning a general council of war was held, to 
which all the Englifh, excepting the common foldiers, were ad- 
mitted ; and after debating two hours, whether they fhould imme- 
diately efcape to the fhips, or defer the retreat until the next night,, 
the council broke up, without any regular determination : but as of 
the two propofals the firft was not carried into execution, it was by 
many believed that the other was adopted. 

The enemy renewed their attacks as foon as the morning appear- 
ed, by which time they had mounted three guns near the fouth- 
weft angle of the park, from whence, as well as from the eaflem 
battery, they now cannonaded the fort, whilft their matchlock men 
from leveral houles, and behind the walls of inclofurcs, fired 
upon the feveral houles in which parties were remaining, as well 
as upon the bullions and ramparts. Thcj Had not, however, ven- 
tured to take poflcllion of the governor’s houfe to the fouth, not- 
withftanding it had been evacuated fo many hours ; and another 
party under the command of Enfign Pilchard was fent thither early 
in the morning. Ever and anon fome one of the defenders was 
killed or wounded : but, although ten times, the number of the 
enemy fell, their lofs in fo great a multitude was fenreely felt, and 
immediately fupplied. Before nine, Enfign Pifchard returned to' 
the fort, wounded, and was followed by his party ; on- which the 
detachments in the church and the two other houfes were likewile 
recalled, a tod the pofts they quitted were immediately taken po£> 
foflion of by the enemy, whale courage and aftivity increafed with 
their fuccefk, whiHl terror and confulkm prevailed more and- more 
id the garrifon. 

Many of the boats had deferted in the night ; and intlie morning, 
when, it was intended to (hip off the Portuguese women and chifc 
1 dren^ 
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dren, the voice of order was loft amongft this affrighted multitude, 
of which every one prefling to be firft embarked, the boats were 
filled with more than they could carry ; and fcvcral were overfet. 
Moft of thole who had crouded into them were drowned, and 
fuch as floated with the tide to the fhore, were either made pri- 
loners or tnafi'acred ; for the enemy had taken pofltfiion of all 
the houl'cs and inclofurcs along the banks of the river, from 
which ftations they (hot fire-arrows into the fliip and veflels, in 
hopes of burning them. None of the garrilon who had embarked 
with the Englifti women had returned to the fhore, and their 
fright being much incrcafcd by the fire-arrows, they, without or- 
ders from the governor, removed the (hip from her ftation before 
the fort to Govindporc, three miles lower down the river ; on 
which all the other veflels weighed their anchors likew'ife, and fol- 
lowed the (hip : and to inert-all* the evil edicts of their retreat, it 
happened at the very time when the detachments from the fort were 
obliged to abandon the adjacent lioufes : in this hour of trepidation 
many of the Englifti militia, feeing the veflels under fail, were terri- 
fied with the apprehenfion of lofing this opportunity of cfcaping, 
and quitted the (horc. The governor, utterly unexperienced in mili- 
tary affairs, had hitherto (hewn no averfion to expofe his perfon 
wherever his prefence war neceflary. He had early in the morning 
vifited the ramparts ; andWter the retreat of the detachments from 
the houfes, when an alarm was given that the enemy were en- 
deavouring to force their way through the gate of palifadoes in the 
wall between the fouthem baftion and the line of guns, had repaired 
thither, and ordered two field-pieces to be pointed towards the gate ; 
but found none willing to obey him. Soon after, a man came and 
whifpered to him, that all the gun-powder remaining in the ma- 
gazines was damp and unfit for fervicc; although difinayed by this 
information, he refrained from divulging it, and endeavoured to 
reduce the confufion which prevailed every where till ten o’clock ; 
when perceiving that only two boats remained at the wharf, in one 
Of which feveral of his acquaintance were preparing to efcape, the 
dread faf being expofed to the refen tment of Surajah Dowlah, who 
4 had 
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had often threatened to put him to death, prevailed over all other 1 756; 
coufi derations, and, panick-ftruck, he hurried into the other boat, * •““* 

without giving warning to the garrifon : the military commanding 
officer, and feveral others' who faw him embark, ' followed his ex- 
ample, and accompanied him to the lhip. 

The aftonifhment of thole who remained in the fort was not 
greater than their indignation at this defertion ; and nothing was 
heard for fome time but execrations again ft the fugitives. How- 
ever, the concourfe foon proceeded to deliberation, when Mr. 

Pcarkcs, the eldcft member of the council in the fort, rdigned his 
right of command to Mr. Holwell. The whole number of militia 
and military now remaining amounted only to ' 90 men : and 
two or threee boats being returned to the wharf, the new governor, 
in order to prevent any more defertions, locked the Vreftem gate 
leading to the river. 

The fhip which had been ftationed at the northern redoubt fHll 
remained there ; and the garrifon, having determined to defend 
themlelves vigoroufly until they could repair on board of her, an 
officer was dil’patched in a boat with orders to the captain to bring 
her down immediately to the fort. But the reliance upon this re- 
fource was of Ihort duration ; for the (hip coming down ftruck on 
a land-bank, and was immediately abandoned by the crew. In the 
mean time the fort was warmly attacked, and bravely defended until 
the enemy ceafed firing at noon : neither did they renew their ettbrts 
with much vigour during the reft of the day, or the lucceeding night; 
but employed themfelves in fetting fire to all the adjacent houfes, 
excepting thole which commanded the ramparts. In this interval 
the garrifon continually threw out iignals, flags by day and fires 
by nigh t, calling the veilels. at Govindpore to return to the- fort : 
but this their laft expectation of relief was likewife difappointed, for 
not a Angle veflel came to their afti fiance. 

The next morning the enemy recommenced their attacks with 
greater qumbers than ever ; and whilft fome of the garrifon were 
expafing themfelvesr with much refolution, others were en tread ug 
Mr* Holwell .to ca pi tul a t e ; who, to calm the minds of furh as 

defponded. 
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1756. defponded, at fun-rife, threw a letter from the rampart, written 
by the prifoner Omichund, to Monickchund, the governor of 
Hnghley, who commanded a considerable body of troops in the * 
army before the fort, requesting him to intercede with the Nilmb 
to ccaSe hostilities, Since the Engliih were ready to obev his com- 
mands, and only perftSted in defending the fort to preferve their 
lives and honour. The letter was taken up, but the enemy never- 
theless continued their attacks until noon, when a large body at- 
tempted to eicaladc the northern curtain, under cover of a Strong 
fire of their fmall arms from Mr. Cruttcnden’s houfe ; bur, after 
perfevering half an hour, they were repulfcd, and the fire on all 
the oilier quarters of the fort ceafcd as foon as this body retreated. 
In thefe Sew hours twcuty-five of the garrilbn h.ul been killed, or 
were lying defperatelv wounded, and feventy mofe had received 
Slighter hurts ; and the common foldiers having broke open the 
ftore-houfc of arrack, were intoxicated beyond all fenfe of durv. 

At two the enemy appeared again, but afted faintly ; and at f )ur 
a man was difeorered advancing, with a flag of truce in his hand, 
which Mr. Hohvcll, at the general requeft. an five red with another 
on the fouth-eaft baftion, from whence he at the fame rime threw a 
letter which Tic had prepared, addrcftcd to the duan, Roydulub, 
of the fame purport as that which Omichund had written in the 
rooming to Monickchund. A parley enfued, during which many 
of the enemy flocked to the eaftern gate of the fort, and to the 
gate of palifadoes near the fouth-weft baftion, both which they 
attempted to cut down ; whilft greater numbers, with fealing lad- 
ders endeavoured to mount the warehoufes to the South : a Shot 
was likewife fired, which wounded Mr. Bailley, as he was Standing 
on the s. e. baftion with Mr. Holwell, who immediately ran down 
to bring men to the ramparts : but few obeyed, and thofe who 
would have been willing had retired to various parts of the Sort to 
get Sleep ; and whilft Search was making for them, the drunken 
Soldiers, intending to efcapc to the river, broke open the weftem 
gate of the fort, juft as a body of the enemy had forced the gate of 
palx&des, and were ruShing to attack this likewife, which they 

Sound 
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but about ao of the garrifoo -nato-jfoft K. w, haft y ^ mi jjjfwtgtid 
from the embrafotes, wbwy fom® efa f» d along the fomeoftfec: 
river, and other* were furiounded and taken prifoners. 

At five the Nabob entered the fbry t accompanied by bit ftaetd 
Meer Jaffier, and moft of the principal officers of bis army. He 
immediately ordered Omichund Sfid Bjfle ndafi to be brought be- 
fore him, and received them with civility; and having bid focne of- 
ficers go and take pofleffion of the company's treafury, he proceeded 
to the principal apartment of the fyStory t where he fat in fta^eaad 
received the compliments of his court and atteqiWts >«n nupi^an 
expreffions of his prowefs and good fortune. Soon afoer he fdjt for 
Mr. Holwell, to whom he expreffed much rdentment at the pip* 
fumption of the Englifh in daring to defend the fort, and much^dtf* 
fatisfa£tion at die fmailncfs of the fum found in die treafury, which 
did not exceed 50,000 rupees. Mr, Indwell had two qthe^ conic- 
rences with him on this fubjeft before ieven o’clock^ when the 
Nabob difmifled him with repeated. afiUrances, on the rpordaf* 
foldier, that he fhould fuffer no harm. 


Mr. Holwell, returning to his unfortunate companions, found 
th ff «n aflemblcd and furxputided by a ftipog guafd. . Several build*, 
mgs on the. north and fouth 6des of the fort wop already in flames, 
which approached with fo thick a fmpke on ebfoy hand, that; the 
prifimorsfo^Md their enemiex>»d <»uied dps conflagration, , 
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viiyy 4 d!ferfe they rertainedfor fame time with fa little fufpicioto of 
thtit impending fett* that they laughed among thettfeta* at the 
farming oddity of this difp of ftion, and amufed dww fth ti with con- 
Jfeftnring what they fhotild next he ordered to do. About tight 
O’clock, thofe mho had been fait to examine the mama reported 
that they had famd none lit far the pwpofe. On which the prin- 
cipd tificer commanded the p rift ta cr s to go into one of the rooms 
which flood behind them aking the varanda. It was die co m mon 
dungeon of the garrifon, who ufed to call it *tbe Black tide. Many 
of the prifbners knowing the place, began to expofttdate ; open which 
the officer ordered his men to cut down thoie who hefitated ; on 
which die prifbners obeyed. But before all were within, the mom 
was fo thronged, that the laft entered with difficulty. The guard 
immediately doled and locked die door ; confining 146 perfbns in 
a room not 20 fat fquare, with only two finall windows, and thefe 
dM h r a t M by the varanda. 

' ft was the hotteft feafbn of the year; and the night Uncommonly 
fahr y eve n at this feafbn. The exceffive preffure of their bodies 
agamft ode another, and the intolerable heat which prevailed as fijon 
as HBt Mt was flint, convinced the pnioners that it was impoffible 
to live through the night in this horrible confinement ; and violent 
attempts were immediately made to force the door ; bat without 
OfftEk, far it opened inward : on Which many began to give a loofe 
toragfe. Mr. Hohvell, who had placed himfdf at one of die 
Windows, eihortcd them to remain compofed both In body and 
mind, « die Orfly means of farriving die night, and his remOrr- 
ftrancCs produced a fhoft Interval of quiet; during which he applied 
faartbhf JertWtifer, Ww bore fame miatks of humanity in his 
countenance, jfcoroSfingtb give him a rhoufertd rupee! la die modi- 
fiw, if he would ’faparatethe prilbnefs into tWO’ Aambers. The 
Ikfift fom wenttotry, bat'itturmtig in a fedtmndtb^ fad it oils 
W bmS Me i wbenbfl. Hfllwell offemdhim a ldg eftbu i f oh whKh 
iilpjpmiw«vuos iuGVf f Uni ifrumaa witn to in p3Hpsiiw% BKfw 
WtoQrtM; bbcuafe die IfcbdbWw *&?, bifBfae 

In 
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. ths mewi time every tninttte laid ‘mx&fk&.tom foBbing*. 
The fuft effe& of their eo pfi aemc n t was , a profit & and continued 
swear, which fopn produced intolerable foifft. focaaeeded by cnaro- 
. dating pains in the bread# with difficulty of breathing little dfefft 
of fuffocatfou. Various mean* were tried to obtain more mem 


and air. Every one dripped off his deaths ; every hat was put in 
motion ; and thefe methods affording no relief, k was proposed 
that they fhould all lit down oa their hams at the fame time, and 
after remaining a little while in this poftvre, rife fall together. This 
fatal expedient was jthrice repeated before they had been confined 
an hour ; and every time, feveral unable to rear themfelves up again, 
fell, and were tra mp l e d to death by their co m pa n ions. Attempts were 
again m ad e to force the door* which, failing aa before, redoubled 
their rage : but the cbhft iacreafing, nothing hut water ! water! 
became fooa after foe general cry. The good Jemautdar home* 
diately ordered feme (kins of water to be brought to foe windows; 
but, inftead of relief, his benevolence x snore d rea d f ul cauie 

•of deftru&ion; for the fight of tha water threw every one into fitch 
exceflive agi utk oa and tarings, shat, unable to refift fob violent; 
impulle of nature, none could wait to be regularly ferved, but each 
with the utmoft fexoatj battled ipioft thofe who were likely to 
get it before him* and in thafe waffifo many were ekher preyed 
JU» death by foe efints of other*, or fofiocated fay four owes. Slab 
foane, i nft ea d of produdng awyafiaa in the guard without, on dy 
wicited that mirth; andfthey hrlrt np lights to foe bam, b oricr 


Of the (offerers within { who, fiodiag k impoffible to get tty water 
vfoUft k was foos funoufly difpiafo, mr isngfo fidfoiud foofo,,nfop 
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1756. air windows, were either in • lethargic ftvpefe&ion, or row* 

' * iagwith delirium. Every kind of invedive and abule was uttered, 
itt hopes of provoking the guard to pat an end to their naileries, by 
firing into the dungeon ; and whilft fame were blafphenaing their 
creator with the frantic execrations of torment in defpair, heaven 
was implored by others with wild and incoherent prayers ; until the 
weaker, exhausted by theie agitations, at length laid down quietly, 
and expired on the bodies of their dead or agonizing friends. Thole 
who ftHI furvived in the inward part of the dungeon, finding that 
the water had afibrded them no relief, made a lafi effort to obtain 
air, by endeavouring to fcramble over the heads of thofe who Hood 
between them and the windows; where the utmoft ftrength of 
every one was employed for two hours, either in maintaining his 
own ground, or in endeavouring to get that of which others were in 
poftffion. All regards of compafiion and aftfiion were loft, and 
no one would recede or give way for the relief of another. Faintnels 
fometimcsgave Ihoit paufes of quiet, but the firft motion of anyone 
renewed the ftniggle through all, under which ever and anon fome 
one funk to rife no more. At two o’clock not more than fifty re- 
radhed alive.' But even this . number were too many to partake 
Of the faving air, the' cbnttfi for which and life, continued 
until- fo* morn, . fang implored, began to break ; and, with the 
of refief, gave the few furvivcH a view of the dead. The fin*. 
v iv ors then at the window, folding that their in treaties could not 
pirefo onfoe gwdteopnr foe door, it occurred to Mr. Cooke, 
the fecretary sf ifat bred l j foul Mr. HoHvell, if fore, might have 
mare mftuenee te dhtfoi thttr relief 5 and two of the company un> 
dwtakingthe dearth, difoovered him, having ftili feme fignt ofTife ; 
bntwfceashey brought him towards the window, every one reftifed 
ts qdt hn placed excepting Captain Mitts, Who wifo rare genera* 
fitpefoned to <fogt»hiei on which foe reft l ikc w ife lg reed to tuSm 
cwmu^He hdfo m l y h s gwn so reeover Ms ffohf lcfat anufe 
MHlNMpfo MeboMfoBanwsd^smgfow^if foe’£ngliffc^«ti0f 
fogglllMifndfosn sftir rin farm nal' rewred m ftfofan -'edfor-to 
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fo little ftrength remaining* that they, were empkgred ow half an 
hour in removing the bodies which lay again# the doer* iebn 
( thcy could clear, a paffage to go out one at aticac; when of one 
hundred and forty-fiat who went in* no more < then twenty-three 
came out alive* the ghaftlieft forms that ever were Jeer v alive* .The 
Nabob’s troops beheld them, and the hsmock of death from which 
they had efcaped, with indifference ; hut did not prevent them from 
removing to a diftaace, and were immediately obliged, by the 
intolerable flench, to clear the dungeon*. whilft others dog a ditch 
on the outftde of the /ort* into-, which, all the dead bodies were pro* 
mifcuoufly thrown. 

Mr. Hoi well, unable to Hand, was loon after carried to the 
Nabob* who was fo for from (hewing any compafoon for his c o n* 
dition, or remorfe for the death of the other prisoners, that he only 
talked of the treafures which the Englifh had buried r and threaten-* 
ing him with farther injuries, if he perfifted in coseealiog them * 
ordered him to be kept a prifoner. The officers tty whole charge he 
was delivered* put him into fottert* together Trith Msfln? Court and 
Walcot, who were likewife foppafed to know foraething <of the 
treafures ; the reft of the fuevivots, among# whom were Meffis* 
Cooke and Mills* were told they might ga where they pleated ; bur 
an Englifh woman, the only one of herfex among#, the 
was referred for the fcraglio of the genSraUdeer father. The-drtad 
of remaining any longer within the raaehof Jbch bafoamds detect 
mined moft of them to-rcraove immediately* aa for as their ibaigth 
enabled them, from the fort* and*npc& twukdtowsrck the -ffTlt 
which were ftilL fo light j but when they re ac h e d tfrwfodpo wfo the 
fbuthem put of the oqmpaigrfc bo«a<b, they, were foKafoafott ba a 
gfoefo wefp (Mooed toiiffowr ^aay^perfowsifrani 4fofiiap»«»«tfatf 
voftfo* on which yaoft of .them re ck dMfor fo defeaed hare* whom- 
****** thematfoes*who had.jfowtfore Eug li fh fo didfoutomefooy* 
nfljMw i niftfM ' oh foo* foreafofore wmm ' Tml n 
pa foi i iirelaM4^*M^ tfrefo - 

a nfrlr tlrefryn 
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• 7 « 4 . forvadoo, had made bo efibrtt to facilitate the efc apc of the reft of 
■' 1 yil - ■ J *1 m garnton : never perhaps was fuch an opportunity of performing 
Oft- heroic a&ian fo igoommioufty negle&cd '• for a Jingle (loop, with 
fifteen, brave men on board, might, in (pte of all the sfihrta of the 
enemy, have come up, and, anchoring under the fort, have carried 
away aU who (offered ut the dungeon. 

But die trepidation on board of all the veflels had been fo great, 
that, having foiled in die morning in order to proceed lower down 
the rim, the fire from the fort of Tanuah, where the enemy had 
agapt mounted foveral pieces of cannon* drove a foow and a (loop 
aftiorc ; on which the reft returned to the ftatiou they had quitted at 
Goviadpore, where they remained until die 24th, when they were 
joined by two (hips from Bombay, which came up the river, and 
had fuftrined the fire of Tanaah without any hurt. Encouraged by 
tips example and reinforcement, the fleet again weighed anchor, and 
pomading with better condnft, pafled the fort of Taonab with the 
fofo of only two laicars: on the 25th they pafled Buzbuzia, another 
fact twenty miles lower down, where the enemy were only preparing 
to mount cannon; here another vsfiel was Branded by bad navi- 
glfin: eo. the aftb they arrived at Fulta, a town with a market, 
which is the fixrion of all the Dutch (hipping. The foutherly 
mmrieon which, peevriled at this tune rendering it impoflvble to quit 
dufow, at waa determined to remain at Fulta, if not driven away 
Imp t$g$ XUbakL anfj| tfaa fafep cbiMDOdL 

. Mian whBe abeiiabob's away wereemjdpjwd in plundering Cal* 


««a. where thobomy, akb&vgh foJBpeat to grewy the co mm o n, 
fi ri durc y, pnlufiod .nothing that anfaered the e^eMona which 
hdngd the M a heh to gctpo&rflkxi of the fc tlfr m e ut. . Moftof 
flkftiaUilHti Qg^yK i yU W DfiQldWl fejf " fl lulhlo 

a flh ftm but mhistooafory were found 400 , 0 0 0 repeea, Mde* many 
, JMU|t At w***"^^^ jfytm couxtfty 
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were (old ; neither hadthegobds pftwidifigor the Sunmj^folrthe 
en&ing feafcd tSMtt brought mOdcUttsi ib iter twfusld ^issbant 
Of the merdhtndket remaining i»( the fcttfemeflt <tW «* e*ee«trifi 
value the fura of two hundred thouftnd bounds ; VhichWai mddf 
dimtnifhed before they had tafled througw the rapine of the Ibldcfety; 
and the embezzlement of the officers appointed to manage the 
plunder. The Nabob, irritated by the disappointment of his ex- 
pectations of immenle wealth, ordered Mr. HolWell and 'the twtf 
other prifoners to be font to Muxadavad, in hopes that they would 
at laft dtfcover where the treafures of the fottlement wete buried. - 
This order was executed by his officers with all the ftverity that 
the foar of caufing the death of the prifoners would admit. They 
were put into an open boat, without ffieher from the intenfe fun 
and heavy rain of the foafon, fed only with rice and water, and 
loaded with irons, notwithftanding their bodies were covered with 7 
painful boils ; a crifis by which all who furvived the dungeon re-- 
oovered of their fever. In their paitage up the rivdir, they received 
fame refreshments from the Dutch feftfoment ' al'Chih(2iura‘; 
and both the French and Dutch at'CoflimbUzat admMftefrdtd 
them all the offices of humanity which their guard would permit, 
who, on their arrival at the capital, chbfe a t6to-houft'fbr the jilati* 
of their confinement. 


It could Scarcely be imagine* tlttt the Nabob, aftfer' IUCTi'fljiufafrt 
injuries, (houldfuffer the remains of the ccfotiy to abide %ithm his 
dominions in expeftatioh of reiftfortSerbents. ' Btit theie always 
reigned S® much confufion in KSi mind,'' that he' nrdy harried mi 
ideas beyond die paefent atyetifente of things V add; fobthetNiy tffe ; 
compiunenttof bis couriers hrtoihdief shstefie rBduakarbf GMtf > 
cults was die molt gionetts and hdede * uduerantiu that* had hti&f ' 
ptffenM > H»doftan fume the *#r of Ttadrii^ Wiim^bsd 
iTy a f j la w IT|^tin i r|ifiiiiii irnmlff ii prrar la gi i n hranfo 

in teytTOM^^lW Ail *&&&*&**&& 
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•Undetermined to avail himfelf of die terror <of Me asms againft hit 
mJ and relation, thePhoufiUr of Puraeah. 

To perpetuate the memory of hit vi&nry he ordered<tbe name of 
Calcutta to be changed to Alinagore, figuifying JltJtyj rf.GeJi 
and, leaving a gartifon of 3090 men, and Mnnichchoad to command 
in the place, ho departed with the rc&ofijivs army on the focond 
of July, .Two or three days befogs hi* departure he pufalifhcd leave 
to foch as had efcaped the dungeon^o return to their houfes in the 
town, where they were fopptfed pith previiions by Omichund, 
whole intercdSon had ptoh% procured their return. But this in- 
dulgence was rendered of thort duration by the intemperance of 
a feijeant, who b a fit of drunken nefs killed a Moorman. This 
happened on the laft of June, on which the ban was puhlUhad agabft 
every European who ihould be found b the territory. All fled 
i mm ediately to the French, Dutch, and PrufSan faStonte, foam 
whencp at different times moft of Jthon repaired to the float at 
Fuita. 

Aa foon as the Nabob's- army had oofled the river near Hughfoy, 
he font a detachmgotto the French, and another to the Dutch fot- 
ttem c ai t, thr eaten ing to extirpate them both, if they did not im- 
mediately pay him a large fora of money : bra, after receiving many 
fohmi&vt affurances of their pacific di fp o fit io n s, he confooted to re- 
leafo the Dutch for the fom of 450,000 rupees, and the French 
for toajooa lefirsf which difference, iris fiud, he male bseatde the 
French had fopplied him with too ch eft s of gunpowder, as he war 
i narch in g tp Calcutta, M, the fine time he leleafodMr. Watts 
and Mr. Collet, who had hitherto been led prifonefemhis camp, 
uni coo%Dcd t hft to the care of the Dutch .jpUMMto* at Chiii* 


chura, foam whom be took an obligation to prodachtbam when*' 
fatter they Ihould be demanded. On the 1 sth hw arrived wt- 


Mpxadavad, from whence he iffiud 
aariMfiN]urforaia<k afrilAnriMfinrim 


Ihnt no flhMlb'WuH 
eh he foppofed to be Inri 
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i 6th, in compliance with the frequent interceflions of the widow 
of Allaverdy, releafed Mr. Holwell and his two companions, figni- 
fying their deliverance in perfon, as he was pafling by the Ihed 
of their confinement. They immediately repaired to the Dutch 
faftory, where they were received with much hofpitality, and 
from thence proceeded to Chinchura. 

Mean while, the fleet remained at Fulta, where they were joined 
by (everal other veflels from the fea. The company’s agents likewife 
from tlie fubordinate factories at Dacca, Jugdea, and Ballafore, 
having on the firft alarm efcaped from thefe relidencics, reforted to 
the fleet. For fomc time no provifions could be procured ; but as 
foon as the Nabob’s army left Calcutta, the country people ven- 
ture to l'upply them. 

The want of convenient {helter, as well as the dread of being 
forprized, obliged them all to deep on board the veflels, which were 
fo much crowded, that all lay promifeuoufly on the decks, without 
(helter from the rains of the leafon, and for fome time without a 
change of raiment ; for none had brought any (lore away : and 
thefe hardlhips, inconliderable as they may feem, were grievous to 
perfons, of whom the greateft part had lived many years in the 
gentle eal’e of India. But fulfe rings which the hardieft cannot refift 
enfued: for the lower part of Bengal, between the two arms of the 
Ganges, is the mod unhealthy country in the world ; and many 
died of a malignant fever, which infefted all the veflels. 

But, inftead of alleviating their diftrcfTcs by that fpirit of mutual 
good-will, which is fuppofed to prevail amongft companions in nai- 
lery, every one turned l;is mind to inviduous difeuflions of the 
caufes which had produced their misfortunes ; although all leaned to 
expeft a day when they (hould be reftored to Calcutta. The younger 
men in the company’s fcrvice, who had not held any part in the 
government, endeavoured to fix cvciy kind of blame on their fu- 
periors, whom they wifhed to fee removed from flattens, to which 
they expe&ed to fucceed. At the lame time, the members' of tbc 
council accufed one another, all concurring to lay the (cvereft 
blame upon die governor ; and thefe examples gave rile to the fame 
Vol. II. M fpirit 
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* 756. (pint of malevolence amongft thofe who could derive tio benefit from 

* their invc&ives, beyond the vanity of their temporary importance. 

The conduit of the military operations was void of method, fub- 
ordination, difciplifte, and (kill. All the out-pods were at too great 
a diltancc from the fort ; only the three or four neared buildings 
(hould have been occupied : all beyond them blown up, or the floors 
of their upper (lories ruined. The walls of all the indofurcs with- 
in the aim of mufket-fhot from the fort, (hould have been demo- 
lifhed, and the rubbiih removed. A ditch and paliladc (hould have 
been carried on, if time admitted 110 more, at lead in the wcakeft 
parts, round the fort, efpecially along the warchoutes to the fouth. 
Shells (hould have been thrown wherever the enemy aflemblcd or 
took pod, and refolute Tallies (hould have been made in the night 
into their open quarters, which in fuch a multitude mud have been 
many. By thefc means the defence might have been protracted ten 
days, during which, if the Nabob could not be appealed, the ar- 
rival of the (hips of the feafon would have fecured the retreat of 
the defenders and their families without danger. Although notiung 
of thefe operations was executed, the negledt of them was not im- 
puted ; but cowardice in general was reproached to thofe who full 
left the (hore, and with little decency, by thofe who accompanied, 
or followed their flight, and all aflemblcd at Fulta, excepting three 
or four, were in one or other of thele predicaments. 

The caufes to which the relentmcnt of the Nabob was imputed, 
were more vague, but cad, if pofliblc, more blame. The paper, 
which was figned by Mr. Watts immediately after he was made 
prifoner at Coflimbuzar, was urged as a proof that the government 
of Bengal had been defrauded of vaft fums by the abuie which the 
company’s agents had made of the duftuckt or pafiports for trade, 
which, it is faid, had been commonly fold to the Indian merchants 
redding in the fcttlemcnt, who were not intitled to that privilege : 
btft, although this fraud was fometimes committed by the indigeut 
and profligate, the greateft part of the Englifh commerce was carried 
on by men, whofe character and fortune placed them beyond the 
neceffity or fufpicion of fuch a meannefs : (b that this prafiicc 
could not have been either fo frequent or injurious to the revenues of 

Bengal, 



Book Vf. Sue aj ah Dowlah. flj 

Bengal, as the rapacious minifters of Surajah Dowlah might have 1756. 
made him believe; more efpecially Alice the Nabob Allaverdy ' 
never secufed the Englifh of fuch illicit prances. The other article 
ligned by Mr. Watts, concerning the protection given td the fuhje&s 
of die Nabob, was likewise in lilted on ; although for fifteen years 
before K iifcndafs, the government had never claimed any perfons 
who took up their reiidence in Calcutta. However, thefe reflections 
carrying again fl no one in particular, k was boldly afl'erted, drat the 
protection qf K iflendafs, which certainly did contribute to the Na- 
irobi rclentnu nt, had been purchaled by large bribes: but this ac- 
culation was abfurd, becaufe they muft have eome through his hofl 
Omichund, whom the prelidency regarded as the tirft, though la- 
tent cauie of all their calamities, and punilhed accordingly. It was 
likewiie afl'erted, that the governor, Mr. Drake, had Written an in- 
folent letter to the Nabob, in anfwer to his order fbr demolifhing 
die fortifications ; and that he lent a meflhge of defiance to him 
by the lpy who brought the letter concerning Kiflcndafs : reports, 
for which no evidence was produced. 

There is fufficient teftimony to believe that the fagacity of Alla- 
verdy, reflecting on the fates of Naziijing and Cliunderlaheb, the 
fublcquent war in Coromandel, and the late reduction of Angria, 
and comparing thele military exploits of the French and Englifh 
with the former humility of their condition in the Mogul’s do- 
minions, fhould have adyiibd his young fucceflor, Surajah Dowlah, 
to watch the military mealures of all the European fettlements in 
Bengal, and to 1 utter no increaie in tlieir garrilons, nor addition in 
their fortifications, and to crulh immediately whichloever of them 
fhould manifdl any lymptom of defiance, or confidence in their 
own ftrength ; but at the fame time to give every encouragement 
to their commercial views, not only as an eflential benefit to die 
province, but likewife as the beft fecurity of their dependance on his 
government. This admitted, the dilorderly brain of Surajah 
Dowlah, t his cxccflive cowardice, his tyrannical ideas, and the in- 
ftjgatiotis of his minions, reprefentuig Calcutta as one of the 
tichcA cities in Jthe world, fufficiendy account fbr his incapacity to 
the neceflary feafoti of carrying the advice of his prede- 
ceflor into execution, and for his inflexible pcrfeverance in a refolu- 
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1756. tion which flattered the pufillanimity and other vices of his own 
* mind. 

The Englifh at Fulta, notwithftanding their wrangles, agreed to 
acknowledge the authority of the governor, and of fuch others as 
had been members of the council at Calcutta, who in the begin- 
ning of July deputed Mr. Maningham, one of the members, with 
a military officer, to reprefent their condition to the prefidency of 
‘Madrafs, and to folicit the expedition of an armament to their 
affiftance. With- them our narrative returns to the coaft of Coro- 
mandel. 

Wa r c, r ALL was loft before the prefidency of Madrafs even received in- 
Coromindtl. D f t fo e danger ; for the letters, adviling the furrender of 

Coflimbuzar, did not arrive until the 1 5th of July. The experience 
of former embroilments between the European fett foments and the 
government of Bengal, fuggefted hopes that the Nabob would, as 
his predecefiers, be appealed with a fum of money. But whether 
this or the worft (hould happen, it was deemed neoeflary, in either 
cafe, to fend a reinforcement without delay ; in the one, to render 
the fettlemcnt more refpedable to the Nabob ; in die other, to 
afford refuge to fuch as might have efcaped the calamities of war. 

The fquadron under the command of Admiral Watfon, and the 
Delaware, one of the company’s fhips lately arrived from England, 
chanced at this rime to be in the road of Madrafs : but, as it would 
have been highly imprudent to fend away, or divide the fquadron 
until the laft extremity, a detachment of 230 men, moftly Euro- 
peans, were fhipped on board the Delaware, under the command of 
Major Kilpatrick. They failed on the 20th of July, and on the 5th 
of Auguft arrived letters from the fugitives at Fulta, with details of 
the capture of Calcutta, which fcarcely created more horror and re- 
fentment than confternatron and perplexity. 

We have faid that the prefidency was at this time preparing to 
fend 2 detachment of 300 Europeans with deputies to Salabadjing, 
who had (blicited this affiftance to rid himfelf of the French anfly 
under the command of Mr. Bufly. The government of Pondi- 
cherry, as foon as they received intelligence that Mr. Bufly had 

taken 
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taken pofleflion of Charmaul, and that the maintenance of this pod 1756. 
againft their enemies was the only probability of a reconciliation » '* 
with them, refolved to fend the fuccours, which Mr. Bufly, fore- 
foeing the event, had long before requefted, when he feparated from 
Salabadjing at Sanorc. Accordingly, 500 Europeans and a train 
of field artillery were embarked on one of the French company’s 
(hip’s called the Favorite. The (hip failed on the 1 5th of July, 
the very day that the prefidency of Madrafs received the firft intel- 
ligence of the dift relies in Bengal : the troops were to be landed at 
Mahilipatam, from whence they were to march to Golcondah.- . 

Hitherto the French influence in the government of Salabadjing 
had been regarded as the evil which threatened the moft danger 
to the Engliih concerns in India, and the removal of it had been 
the conftant object of their attention ; but it now became an im- 
mediate confideration, what re(pe& ought to be paid to this view,, 
compared with the neccfiity of reinftating the loft affairs in Bengal. 

Letters from England dated in the month of Auguft of the pre- 
ceding year had informed the prefidencies in India, that a war with 
France feemed inevitable,. and that hoftilities would in all probability 
commence very foon after the difpatch of thole letters ; which 
moreover gave intelligence that the French were preparing to fond 
a fleet of 19 (hips of war, with 3000 regular troops, from Breft to 
Pondicherry.. On this it had been determined to make many im- 
provements and additions to the fortifications of Madrafs ; but as no 
particular work was yet compleated, what was done had rather 
weakened than augmented the ftrength of the place. 

The troops maintained by the Englifh and French governments 
on the coaft of Coromandel were at this time nearly equal, each 
confifting of about zooo Europeans, and 1.0,000 Sepoys, who on both 
ftdes were feparated in different garrifons and fituations in an extent of 
600 mUes. The detachment of 500 men fent to Mafulipatam had dr- 
minUhcd the French force ferving in the Carnatic,, to be by this 
number* lefs than what the Englifh had in the province, exclusive of 
their troop* to the fouth of the Coleroon ; nor had the French as yet 
any fquadron in India to oppofe that under the command of Mr. 

Watlon; 
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1 756. Watfon; bur it was imagined that rhcir expelled armament would 

give them as decifive a fuperioriry at lea, as on Ihore. 

On the other hand, a privation of the Bengal inveftments fiir 
three years would ruin the Englkh company; and it* the fettlcments 
there were not immediately recovered, the French upon the arrival 
of rhcir armament would urge and artift Surajah Dowlah again# 
any future attempts of the Englifh to rc-eftabl iBtthemiel ves in his 
dominions ; in which cafe, an expedition to vedBbirr them would re- 
quire a large and fpecial armament from England ; where, perhaps, 
the national exigencies in other parts of the world might not allow 
a force adequate to this fervice ; and where, at all events, the equip- 
ment could not be made but at a much greater expeucc than would 
be incurred by employing the force at this time ready on the coall 
of Coromandel. At the fame time the national honour required 
immediate reparation, and the horrors of the dungeon cried aloud for 
exemplary vengeance. 

Neverthdefs there prevailed in fame of the members of the 
council a ftrong propenlity, at all events, to aM Salabadjing. The 
partizans of this opinion in Tided, “ that, as a force fuffident to cn- 
44 counter the Nabob of Bengal with any probability of fucoefs. Tub- 
44 ftrafied from Madrafs, would leave the Englifh in Coromandel to- 
44 tally incapable of relifting the French after the arrival of their ar- 
44 matneut ; it was more expedient to fend the 50 gun fhip of Mr. 
44 Warion’s fquadron, and deputies, with a power to treat with the 
44 Nabob. If the negociation fhould prove unfuecefsful, the fliip, 
44 with the force under Major Kilpatrick, were to make depredations 
44 and teprifals ; and, if they could, were to retake and maintain 
44 Calcutta. By this expedient, Coromandel, it was find, would be 
44 preferved, Salabadjing might be properly fupported agatnft Mr. 
44 Bufly, and Mr. Watfon avoiding the encounter of the French 
44 fquadron until his own fhould be reinforced from England, might 
44 then meet them on equal terms." Thefe arguments would dawn 
appeared fpecious any where but in India. They were oppofed bp 
oairnf the members of the council, who, having refidsd nine jmt* 
in tlw company’s fervice at Calcutta, knew the ftrength and info- 
lence of the Moorifh government in Bengal, believed that nothing but 
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vigorous hostilities would induce the Nabob to make peace or repara- 
tion, and conlidered the force propofod as unequal even to the re takin g 
of Calcutta : he therefore infilled “ that it ought to be fufficient to at- 
“ tack the Nabob even in his capital of Muxadavad ; at leaft, a 
“ battalion of 800 Europeans, with as many Sepoys as could be 
“ tranfported, not lels than 1 500 : that as the fquadron, if divided, 
“ would be of little fervice any where, the whole Ihould proceed 
“ to Bengal ; that fuch an armament would loon decide the con- 
“ tell; that after peace was made, the Iquadron, with a large part 
“ of the troops, might return to the coaft, and arrive in the month 
“ of April ; before which time, the nature of the Monlbons rcn- 
“ dered it improbable that the French armament, fince it had not 
“ yet appeared, would be able to make their paflage to the coaft. 
“ In the mean time the detachment lent to the relief of Mr. 
“ Bully had deprived the government of Pondicherry of the 
“ means of making any attempts in the Carnatic, which the 
“ force of Madrafs could not eafily fniftrate.” This opinion, after 
many and repeated objections, became at laft the unanimous lenfc 
of the council. 

This refolution was communicated to Admiral Watfon, who, 
after confuting his council of war, confcnted to it. Some difficul- 
ties aroie about the difpofition of the captures which might be 
made by the Iquadron ; but this was footi adjufted by an agree- 
ment, that whatfoever property Ihould be taken which had be- 
longed either to the company, or to Englilh individuals, or even to 
natives, who were tenants of the company when the Nabob com- 
menced hoftilitics, Ihould be reftored without diminution to the 
proprietors ; but that whatfoever Ihould be taken which had never 
belonged cither to the company, or to fuch as were under their 
protection, Ihould become without participation or referve the pro- 
perty of the fquadron. 

But other points of equal moment Co the fuceefs of the expedition 
flail remained to be decided ; and, indeed, by having been mingled 
without diltinCtiou with the more general queftions, they had helped 
not a little to perplex and protrad the deliberations qf the council.. 
Thefif points were : Who Ihould command the land forces ? What 

Ihould' 
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*75®* fhould be the extent of his authority in military operations, and 

■ in negotiatiohs with the Nabob ? Jn what dependance or relation 

he ought to Hand to the late governor and council of Calcutta ? 
How far their authority as a prefidency ought to be maintained or 

impaired ? 

Each of the remaining council of Bengal had written feparate 
letters to the prefidency of Madrafs, in which fuch mifdemcanours 
and mifcondudl were reciprocally imputed to all the others, that, 
if no allowance had been made for the prejudices of exalperatrd ad- 
veriity, it would have been abfurd to intrull the rc-ellahlilhment 
of the company’s affairs to thofe, who, by their own accounts, had 
ruined them ; and, indeed, enough of the caufes and progrefs of 
the calamities in Bengal were not at this time fufficicntly developed, 
to exempt the late prefidency of Calcutta from much blame. The 
difficulty of deciding concerning their authority fuggdled to Mr. 
Pigot, the Governor of Madrafs, a defire to go himlelf to Bengal 
as commander of the army, and with full powers, as the compa- 
ny’s reprefentative in all other affairs : but he wanted military ex- 
perience, nor had the council authority to give fo extenlive a com- 
miffion to any individual. Colonel Adlercron then claimed the 
military command, offering to go with his whole regiment ; but he 
wanted experience in the irregular warfare of India, and his powers 
were independent of the company’s agents. The climate of Bengal 
was lb advcrle to an afthmatic dilorder, with which Colonel Law- 
rence was affiided, that it was thought he would be difablcd, from 
that inceflant activity requifite to the fuccefs of this expedition, of 
which the termination was limited to a certain time. Colonel Clive 
was therefore chofen to command the troops. To affure the exertion 
of the moft vigorous hoftilities until peace was made, and then the 
return of the troops in April, it was rcfolvcd to inveft him with 
independent power in all military matters and operations, and in 
confequence to furnilh -him with money, and empower him to draw 
bids, k was, however, rcfolvcd to acknowledge Mr. Drake and 
the former members of the council, as a presidency, with full 
p ow ers in commercial and civil affairs, and to remit them likewife 
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a large l'um of money. Mr. Manningham, who had been fent fiqm 
Fulta as their reprefen tative, objected Strongly to the powers given 
to Clive, as derogating from the authority of that pre/itfendy, "and 
contrary to the institutions of the company. Two months palled in 
debates, before thefe final relblutions were taken, and then the em- 
barkation began. The floop of war belonging to the fquadron had 
been dilpatchcd Ionic time before, to inform the English at Fulta 
of tin intended armament, and to exhort them not to quit the river 
in dil; air of .ilfittimce. 

The fquadron con filled of the Kent of 64, Cumberland of 70, 
Tvgcr of 60, Salisbury of 50, Bridgwater of 20 guns, and a fire- 
lhip ; to which were added, as tranlports, three of the company’s 
lhip.i, and two Smaller veflcls. On board of this fleet were embarked 
900 Europo.ins and 1500 Sepoys; 250 of the Europeans were of 
Adlcrcron\ regiment ; tiie reft, the heft men of the company’s troops. 
It was refilled to lend more Sepoys as conveyances lhould offer. 
Admiral Watfon hoifted his flag in the Kent ; and Admiral Pocock 
in the Cumlieriand. Colonel Clive embarked in the Kent ; he car- 
ried letters written by Salabadjing the Soubah of the Decan, and 
Mahomcdally Nabob of Arcot, as well as from Mr. Pigot, exhort- 
ing Su rajah Dowlali, to make immediate reparation for the injuries, 
and calamities which the English had fuffered from his unprovoked 
refcntinent. The inftru&ions to Clive recommended the attack of 
Muxadavad itfclf, if the Nabob continued obftinatc ; and the cap- 
ture of the French Settlement at Chandernagore, if the news of a 
war with France Should arrive whilft the troops remained in Bengal. 
'The fleet let tail on the 1 6th of October, and were out of fight tire 
next day. 

This effort to recover the fcrtlcments in Bengal left the forces 
of Madrafs too much diminished to detach to Such a distance as 
Golcondah a body of troops fufficient to aiiift Salabadjing effectu- 
ally againft the French army with Mr. Bully ; and as a few would 
be of no Serv ice, and might be loft, it was refolved to fend none. 
In the mean time the French army were maintaining their ground 
in Charmaul. 
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On the fame evening that they took poffeflion of this port, detach* 
mcnts were ftationed in two others ; the one was a large habitation 
called Gatubmaul , (landing in a fpacious and walled enclofure, aim oft 
oppofite to Charmaul, about 400 yards on the other fide of the 
river Mou(Ti ; in this pod were lodged 300 Sepoys. The other 
was an edifice called Daudmul , built on a riling ground verv near 
the weftem fide of Charmaul, which it overlooked. It was an 
ancient and very fingular ftrutfhire, confiding of two dories of arched 
mafbnry, each dory difpofed in feveral ranges of arclics, and the 
upper covered by a terrafs drong enough to endure the fervice of 
cannon. Four twelve pounders were mounted on this terrafs., and 
the adjoining dreets and avenues were barricaded : the guard here, 
befides the artillery men, was 500 Sepoys, with feveral European 
officers of experience. 

On the 6th of July, the day after the army entered C’harmaul, 
1000 Sepoys, with all the European cavalry and fix field pieces, 
went out in the evening w ith intention to beat up the Morratoes 
in their camp, which continued in its fird fituation, about feven 
miles to the wed; but they had taken the alarm, and abandoned 
the e ^ p before the detachment arrived. The next night anothcr 
detachment with more fuccefs beat up one of their parties in a gar- 
den on the eadern fide of the town. The French troops now took 
pofledion of all the magazines in the city which belonged to the go- 
vernment, aud likewife carried away all the cannon which were 
mounted on the walls., not that they wanted artillery, but in order 
to withdraw them from the enemy. The interval between the 
ranges of building and the tank in Charmaul w*as planted with rows 
of palmira and coco-nut trees ; which w r cre now cut down, and 
with them and other materials, fcalTolJs were erefted againd various 
pacts of the walls, to lerve as dations for muiketry. 

On the 8th, another detachment with fix field-pieces marched out 
in opai-day, and cannonaded the whole body of Morratoes, which 
hovered around for fome time, until fomc of their horfes were killed. 
In the evening, the Morratoes quitted their former ground, and en- 
e camped 
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camped within three miles of the city under the rock and fortrefs.of *]$& 
Golcohdah, probably with an idea of prote&ion from the guns of the 
fortrefs ; but Candagla, one of their generals, who commanded 2000 
horl'e, encamped with them at the bank of the river about half way 
between Golcondah and the city, where they were the next night 
beaten up by a detachment of 500 Sepoys with the huffars. They 
fled, lea\ ing many of their horfes picqucted in the camp, and even 
the military drums and cymbals of their commander : but the French 
detachment did not lofe a man. 

The rainy weather prevented any more Tallies for leveral days : 
mean while the numbers of the enemy incicafed greatly. The 
Phouldars, or, as they are commonly called, the Nabobs of Kanoul 
and Condanore, came each with 3000 Pitans well mounted : other 
chiefs of tlie fame rank, and others of inferior, as well Mahomedan 
as Indian, brought their troops : for every tributary and dependant 
in the vaft viceroyalty of the Decan had been fummoned. But , fe- 
veral of tliei’e chiefs, efpecially Kanoul, privately aflured Mr. Bufly 
they did not intend to ad effedually againtt him. 

On the 10th arrived Jaffier Ally Khan, much exafperated at the 
death of his nephew, with 3000 horfe, 3000 foot, and the firfl di- 
vifion of artillery, confifting of 20 pieces of cannon. The main 
body of the army with which Salabadjing and Shanavaz Khan re- 
mained, moring only four miles a day, was flill at a contrdcrable 
diflance. Jaffier Ally immediately held a council of war, in which 
it was rclolvcd to {heighten the blockade of Charmaul, and to 
litgin by taking pofleflion of the mod advantageous pofts in the city 
5 till f. 

Mr. Bufly received immediate intelligence of this council ; he 
had hitherto refrained from diftrefling the inhabitants ; but now, in 
order to deter the enemy from ettablilhing themfelves in the city, 
he potted a detachment at an edifice ftanding in the high ttreet, and 
called Giarmiiiartts , or the four towers ; it was a fquare piazza of 
arches, having at each end a tower 60 feet high, with balconies at 
the top, from which the Mahomedan priett calls the people to 

N 2 prayers s 
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prayers ; fbme mifchief might be done with muikctry from thcic 
balconies, and the loop-holes, which gave light to the winding flairs ; 
bat there were no means of employing artillery in the tops, for they 
were vaulted ; nor within, for there were neither floors or landing- 
places ; neverthelcfs feveral fmall pieces of. cannon were pointed out 
of the loop-holes, from a conviftion that the enemy would nor im- 
mediately difee rn their inutility. Mr. Bufly then informed Jaffier 
Ally, that if any of his troops entered the city, he would deftrov the 
whole-wit h fire ; and this menace flopped his intention ; he how- 
ever ftationed an advanced detachment where Cundagla had en- 
camped, which was beaten up and difperfed the next night by a party 
of 50 Europeas and 500 Sepoys. The rains immediately after, fall- 
ing again heavier, and lafling longer than before, hindered all cn- 
terprizes in the field for a fortnight. 

* Some months before Mr. Bufly had commiflioned the French 
agents at Surat to levy a body cither of Abyflinians or Arabs, whom, 
as being of more courage and endurance, he intended to dilcipline 
as the choice!! of his Sepoys. Six hundred had been collided, and 
were on their march, when Mr. Bufly arrived at Hydrabad, and the 
enemy hearing of their approach detached Janogee Nimbulcar with 
his 3000 Morratocs to intercept them. The Morratoes met them 
on die road fomc miles on this fide of Aurangabad, and harrafled 
them continually for three days ; during which they killed fifty ; 
one hundred and fifty difperfed, and the remaining four hundred, 
worn out with fatigue, furrendered : Janogee returned with his pri- 
soners to the camp, and confined them in the fortrefs of Golcondah, 
but treated them well. 

The weather having cleared on the a6th, a detachment with 
three field-pieces marched in the evening, and at midnight attacked 
that part of the enemy’s camp, where they kept their artillery ; the 
multitude of bullocks in this quarter, feared by the firing, encrcafed 
the confofion of the troops : the fort of Golcondah took the alarm 
and fired all its cannon at random ; but two of the French field- 
pieced breaking down, flopped the detachment from purfuing their 

fucceft, 
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fucccfs, and they returned, having (piked up only three of the guns 1 756. 
in- the enemy’s camp. V ~ v 1 

The next day came up 4.000 Sepoys under the command of Mur- 
zafabcg. This man commanded the Sepoys of the detachment with 
which Mr. Bufly firft marched into the Decan in 1751. The next 
year he left Mr. Bully when at Beder, and, railing a body of 
Sepoys on his own account, took fervice with Balagerow, whom he 
left when before Seringapatam in 1755, and went over to the 
Mylorcans ; from thence he went to the Nabob of Sanore, and was 
in thi< place when inverted in the beginning of the prelent year 
by Salahadjing and Balagerow. Having during his command of 
the French Sepoys gained the attachment of moft- of their officers 
by largvflcs and other compliances, he had ever lince continued a 
eorrefpondence amongft them, avhenever they were in the held; 
in conjunction w'ith, or near, the armies in which he was lerving, 
as Mr. Bufly had experienced in the campaigns of Myfore and 
Sanore. This quality, and the military experience which he was 
fuppofed to have acquired whilft in the French fervice, induced 
Shanavaze Khan to hire him, as foon as it was known that Mr. 

Bufly had determined to make a ftand at Hydrabad. Murzafabeg, 
as foon as engaged, made forced marches before the main, body, and 
lent his cmiflarics forward : and on the very day of his arrival at 
Hvdrabad, a whole company of French Sepoys, who went out into 
the plain under pretence of exercifing, marched away, their firelocks 
Ihonldcred, and joined him at Ciolcondah. 

The next day the whole army moved from hence with twenty 
pieces of cannon under his direction, and at noon appeared to the 
weftward within a mile of Charmaul. The infantry and artillery 
took pofleflion of all the eminences ; and the cavalry drew up in the 
intervals, where the ground was plain. Immediately 250 of the 
French battalion and 1000 Sepoys, with fix field-pieces, marched out 
to try them, whilft the reft remained in their ports ready to a£t as 
ofccaiion (hould require 5 and two pieces of cannon were mounted on 
the tower in the n. \v. angle of Charmaul, which commanded a - 
view of the field. The detachment deipifed the enemy fo much, that 
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they ventured to leparate into three divisions, and each with two of 
the field-piece, s advanced again ft diiferent bodies of infantry, at a cou- 
fiderahle diftance front each other. The cavalry every where flung 
them helves between, and continually furrounded the three divilions, 
whole ikftrudion to a ft ranger would have feetned inevitable ; and 
indeed notliing but the firm reliance on the general difciplinc could 
liave warranted the hazard, or have furmounted the danger ; but 
with this advantage and the dexterity of the field-pieces, each di- 
vilion either lufficed to its own defence, or, when p relied, rccenid 
alfiftance from one of the others. In the different evolution.-, r iu- 
cnemy’s cavalry were often within reach of the two guns at Lii.u- 
tnaul, of which even the random (hot did execution, whilft the ene- 
my’s cannon were fired, although continually, with very little cf- 
fed. Their infantry did nothing but fliift from late ground to 
fafer, and fire with teas. In this variety ot fights the engagement 
1 ailed five hours, and did not ceafc until the fun was let ; the French 
troops fired 35000 imriket cartridges, and 900 from their field-pieces; 
125 of the enemy's horfes were counted dead on the plain ; by 
which the total of their lofs muft have been conlidcrable. That 
of the French was flight ; fix Sepoys killed, and thirty wounded : 
of the Europeans none killed, and only four wounded. 

Two days after, on the ill of Auguft, came up Salabadjing him- 
felf, and the main body of the army. A council was immediately 
held, in which Murzafar Khan propofed a general aflaulr on Char- 
tnaul. This deliberation was in a few hours communicated to Mr. 
Bufly, who immediately demolilhed feveral of the adjacent houles ; 
but the attack was not made. The intrigues of Murzafar Khan had 
already pervaded the whole body of Sepoys, and the greateft part of 
them had promifed him to delert with their arms, the firft time they 
ihould be led into the field : their correfpondence was difeovered ; 
and determined Mr. Bufly to make no more (allies. 

By this time reinforcements were approaching. Mr. Moracin, the 
French chief of Mafulipatam, on the firft advices of the rupture at 
Sanore, had collected 1 60 Europeans and 700 Sepoys, which, with 
five field pieces, inarched in the middle of July, under the command 

of 
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of Mr. Law, the fame officer who capitulated at Ssringham in 1 752 ; 1 756- 

but when arrived at Bczoara, about 40 miles inland, exceffive rains de- 
tained them here fcveral days. In the interval the Favorite arrived 
at Mafulipatam with the troops from Pondicherry, of which, all in 
condition, marched immediately ; but were fo much retarded by the 
rains, and the inundations of the Kriflna, that they did not arrive 
at Bczoara until the 3d of Auguft, when the whole, now 480 Eu- 
ropeans, 1 100 fepoys, and 1 1 field-pieces, proceeded, and arrived oa 
the 10th within fifteen leagues of Hydrabad. 

The miniftry of Salabadjing determined to intercept this reinforce- 
ment : all the Morratoes, 1 aoco, other fmaller bodies amounting to 
4000, in all 16000 cavalry, with infantry of various denominations 
and commands, to the number of 10,000, were ordered on this fer- 
\ ice. Mr. Bufly, as ufual, received information what troops were 
appointed ; he was pcrfonally acquainted with all the commanders, 
had been of ufe to feveral of them, and had lately received fojne 
marks of good.will from Janogi and Ramchundur, who commanded 
6000 of the Morratoes. He therefore propofed a conference, which 
was accepted by feveral of thefe chiefs, who repaired in the night to a 
tent pitched on the other fide of the river near Gauckmaul, where he 
met them unattended and alone. Wanting politive knowledge of 
what pafled in this interview, we conjecture that he wrought upon 
them by promifes of greater advantages, if he (hould be reftored to 
his former influence in the government of Salabadjing, than they 
could expert, either from the gratitude of Shanavaze Khan, or the 
fricndfhip of the Englifh, who, it was believed, were to take the 
place of the French, in the army and councils of the Dccan. They 
promiled not to aft again!! the reinforcement with any efficacy, and 
only as much as might be neceflary to fave appearances, confirmed 
thefe afluranccs by their oaths, and gave Mr. Bufly the diftin&ions 
and colours of their refpedivc banners, of which he immediately 
dilpatched information to Mr* Law, as eniigns from which he 
would have nothing to fear. 

The reinforcement continued their march on the nth, and had 
now to pafs a trad! of mountainous country covered with rocks and 

thick. 




Thf War of Cohom andf.i.. Book VI. 

thick woods, which they entered, marching in a file of four abrcall. 
The advanced guard were ^oo lcpoys, under the command of an 
officer named M.dim.xx! Khan. After marching five hours, in which 
they had only advanced nine miles, feme parties of the enemy were 
d-.li.ria! forward in the road ; on which M ah mood Khan, as if ini* 
patient to attack them, quickened the pact of the Si poys. The cap- 
tain of the grenadiers, whole company followed next in the line, 
feat orders to him to halt, which he difregnrded ; and as loon as 
the Sepoys were out of light, lbme ii regular firing was heard ; f M >n 
after came a meflenger, requefting rhe grenadier.* would adiancc 
to their alliftancc, who lie laid were lurrounded by tbc enemy ; but 
the captain having lufpicinn.> lent forward l'couts, who difeovered 
the banners of the Sepoys mixing quietly with thole of the enemy. 
Thi? treach CTV Wad C lUcKd by the iutiigucs of Mur/nf.ir Khan, 
who wa> here in pe Ion, and immediately began to attack the 
French line with thefc very bepoys, and the whole of the infantry 
of Salabadjing's army lent on this iervice, which was committed 
to his direction. Bclide.. the ulual and lighter arms a parr of thf in- 
fantrv wedded 2000 f. v -rij, a fire-arm frequently made ufe of 
in Europe in the early limes of gun-powder, and then called a wall- 
piece ; but at prefent rarely uled, excepting in Indoftan and the 
ealtcrmofl parts of Afta : it is a gun eight or ten icct in the barrel, 
carrying a ball of one, two, or three ounces ; and under the mid- 
dle of the barrel is fixed by a fwivcl, either one iron lpikc, or two, 
which open crofsways, and being (tuck in tiic ground luppo-t the 
piece, and allure -its aim : it carries for point blank, but the larger 
fizts arc ib unweildy, that two men are required to move and ma- 
nage them, and they can fcarccly be fired quicker than a piece 
of cannon. Parties were continually detached to diflodge thefe 
caytocks, and whatfoever other troops were annoying the line 
-from the rocks and thickets on either hand. At noon the line 
came to open ground, where they halted ; and the foil of a heavy 
(hower of rain damaged the enemy’s powder, and put an end to 
their attacks. 


They 
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They retired to a hill half st league diftant, and took pofieffion of 17 56. 

a village at the foot of it, called Gorampally, which the. French - 
troops marched before day-break to attack, and found all the ene- 
rgy's cavalry in the field, by whom they were foon furrounded. 
Ramchunder and Janogee, according to their promifes, aftcd only 
in (hew, which Mr. Law admired, and could not account for, not 
having yet received the information concerning them frm Mr. Buf- 
fy ; but Candagla, who had rejefted his proffers, afted more effi- 
cacioufly, attacking tlie baggage in the rear, and difperfed the whole 
train of oxen on which it was laden. The troops in the village made 
little refiftance, and the reinforcement refted there during the re- 
mainder of the day. Hitherto only one European and three or four 
Sepoys had been killed, and twelve of both wounded, but by the 
flight of the coolies and the (caring of the oxen all their provifions 
were loft, and the troops were obliged for their meal to kill fome of 
the draught-bullocks of the artillery. 

At noon Mr. Law received the letter from Mr. Bully, with in- 
formation of fuch of the enemy's banners as did not intend to aft 
vigoroufly, and at feven in the evening renewed his march. The 
next ftage was Meliapore, 15 miles from Gorampally, and the 
whole way through difficult defiles. The enemy with unufual alert- 
nefs, although it was night, font forward all their infantry to line 
the thickets ; and Mr. Law, us the ufe of the field-pieces greatly 
retarded the march, only oppofed the enemy with platoons, which 
were detached to whensoever the fire came from. At (even in the 
morning the line arrived at Meliapore, and took poft in a ruined mud 
fort near the town. Only two men had been killed, and three 
wounded ; but all were exhaufted with fatigue, and every carriage 
wanted repair; and the next march was more difficult than any 
of the former. It was therefore refolved to remain at Meliapore un- 
til the men were entirely recovered ; but this repofo led them into 
reflections, always dangerous when troops are in dangerous circum- 
fltmees : and very foon the whole body were perfuaded that they had 
done aU that was pefltble, and that it now behoved the army of 
Chtrmoul to aft likewife, and march- to their relief* The officers. 

Vox.. IL O inftead 
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1756. in Acad of reprcflirig, caught, the dcfpondency, and prevailed on Mr. 

• r Law to difpatch a letter to Mr. Bully, exprefling their doubts and 
anxiety concerning the farther progrels of the reinforcement. 

In the mean time the news of Mahmood C awn’s defection had 
been fpread with exaggeration through the main camp at Golcondab, 
and encouraged the miniftry to fend more troops again!! the rein- 
forcement. Mr. Bully, to reprels this intention, lent in the night of 
the 1 ath a ftrong party, con filling entirely of Europeans, to beat up 
the advanced guards of the camp, and tire attack was made with much, 
fuccefs ; but on the fame night he received the letter from Mr. 
Iaw, which cncrealed his perplexity ; bccauie he could not trull 
his Sepoys in the field where their leducer Murzafacawn acted, nor 
could he without equal imprudence lend a number of Europeans fuf- 
ficient to make their way to Meliapore. Judging, however, from 
his own experience in various conjunctures, he deemed the reinforce- 
ment ftrong enough to accomplilh the remaining, as they had the 
preceding part of the march, provided the officers led them with in- 
trepidity ; and in this conviction he wrote to Mr. Law, commanding 
him, in the name of tbt King, to march immediately, and at all 
events, on the receipt of the letter. Not doubting* likewifr, that 
the miniftry of Salabadjing, if they fhould hear of the delpondency 
of the reinforcement, would make an utmoft effort in this time of 
dedfion, unlefs deterred by the ftrongeft apprehenfions, lie tho 
next day pitched his own tent, which was very confpicuous, and en- 
camped with 150 Europeans and 300 fepoys, on. the ftrand above 
the bridge on the other fide of the river Mouili. The numbers were 
ftodiouQy magnified, and, with the prefence of Mr. Bully in tlie field, 
injured fuch a variety of apprehenfions concerning his defigns in the 
camp at at Goteondah, that they even recalled the detachments they 
had lent the day before. 

The peremptory order from Mr. Bully at M$bapare arrived in the 
morning of the 14th, and Mr. Law immediately iffiied orders to 
toafcfe* - The reinforcement, although they had remained four days 
andv&ffK nights at Meliapore, had not got the reft they, wanted; 
for the fort was in feveral parts open, and the enemy had har* 
1 raffed 
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railed them continually<wjth fkirmifhes, even by night as vvdl.os, 1756. 
day. At nine at night? they began their march, the preparations ' vr* 
for which had been perceived, and gave the enemy time to make 
their own. The road, for the firfl four miles winded through defiles 
in the rugged rock, over which carriages could not pafs without at- 
tention to evety turn of the wheel. The enemy in lcveral plaoes 
felled the wood acrofs the road, and all their infantry were in po£ f 
ieliion of the moll advantageous flations before the French troops en- 
tered the defiles ; and their fire, efpecially from the caytocks, was 
much better directed than againfl the- former marches. Men began 
to fill in the firfl difeharges ; no general rules of action could be ob- 
ferved ; to get onward was the only principle ; it was now become 
fortunate for the French line that they had no baggage, and nothing 
to defend but thcmfelvcs and their artillery; which, although a great 
encumbrance in the defies, was to be their belt refource when out 
of them. A large body of the enemy’s cavalry, led by Candagla ihe 
Nlorattoe, followed the line into the defile, and through the night 
endeavoured to retard the march by their din and clamours, but as 
foon as it was light, a£tcd with more efficacy : for, as many as the. 
road permitted charged the rear, although the guard confided en- 
tirely of Europeans, and had two field-pieces : it was commanded 
by D’Arambure, an officer of proved gallantry, and next in rank to 
Mr. Law. Still repulled, the cavalry Hill renewed their Qnfets. 

Europeans were cut down, and Morattoes (hot at the very muzzles 
of the guns. At lun-rife the van of the line came to the UTue of 
the defile, againfl which the enemy had plauted all their cannon, 

20 pieces; behind which appeared all the cavalry which had Mot 
followed in the rear.: biit they feemed to rely on the artillery fogn 
than on theml'elvee, which was lb Ul lerved, that it neither inter* 
rupted the . troops in ifiuing out of the defile, nor afterwards from 
forming in the opening;- whence field- pieces* as they came out, 
were turned to foour the thickets behind, and foon drove away 
what patties of the .enemy were ftitFmolefting the remaining part 
of the fine. Whilft the troops were forming, the enemy's cavalry 
and cannon in the front h aliened onward, to paisa fmall river called 

O 2 Cingoram, 
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1756. Chprim, about a mile from the thickets, and drew up on the 
J ot h er fide. The cavalry, with Candagla, followed die French troops 
as they marched towards the river ; die approach to which on both 
fides was a defeent. All the field-pieces were ordered to remain 
on the hither-bank, until the reft of the troops had pefied ; and 
this fervice was likewife committed to ITArambure, who judtcioofly 
divided their fire againft the enemy on the other fide, and thole in 
his rear, which kept both at a diftance, until the whole of rank and 
file had eroded and formed, and were able to defend themfelves 
againft the enemy on that fide; when the cannon were fent over 
one by one, during which die remaining continued to awe the 
enemy on the fide they flood, againft whom every piece, as foon 
as it landed on the other fide, was Hkewife pointed ; and parties of 
the battalion likewife waded into the ftream ready to refeue the laft 
pieces. But the cavalry had already f u ftiid too much at a diftance,. 
to venture this nearer rifque, and s 3 i die iofs which the French line 
faftam ed, after leaving the thickets until they had pafied the river, 
was by die caytocks and other fire-arms of the enemy, fhekered 
wherever they found fide cover. The country forward from the 
river, although not plain, was open, and the French troops were 
amamesd with new alacrity bydftte view of die fpires of Hyderabad, 
whkb wow a pp e ared in fig^t. 'The whole of the enemy's cavalry 
m oved on as they, and furnniflded them on aH fides, but made no 
efieftual attacks; for thefe who were willing, were difpirited by the 
be ck wurdnefs of die greet body ef Morattuee commanded by Rum* 
chunder and Janogee Nhnhalcar, who a fiba d faintly according to 
ftrair engsgements widi Mr. ftufly. At length, at five in die after- 
noon, do remforcesMot arrived at die town of Aydnagur, fituated 
fix miles from the river Cingoram, and the fame diftance from Hy- 
derabad. They had hem 18 hours without refpite in march and 
aftant; during which sj Ruro pe an s, of whom two were oflloere, 
i»o»e foiled, and 65 w o un ded. The S ep o y s fiftr td awe. The 
«lo«ag» ft was find, loft too h o rfes and mow then aooo men : tho 
ftwAlwi 40*000 ■wft rt H » it ridgct > Mtdes their field- pieces. 
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At Aydnagur they found fome fcanty provisions, of which they 1756. 

Were in much need: at nine in the evening, Mr. Bufly received ' — *'“>* 

intelligence of their arrival, and immediately detached 2 40 Europeans 
and 1000 Sepoys, with carnages, to bring the fick and wounded* 
and ao mules, laden with provisions needy drefled. He at the fame 
time detached another party, to give alarm to the camp at Gokoa* 
dah, in order to prevent them from fending any troops to interrupt 
the march of thofe proceeding to Aydnagur, who arrived there at 
four in the morning without moleftation. At Six all were in march, 
again from Aydnagur, and at ten arrived at die city of Hyderabad, 
having met with no interruption, nor even feen any of the enemy 
in the way ; for they had all been recalled during the night to the- 
camp at Golcondah. Mr. Bufly received the reinforcement with 
the acknowledgements due to their perieverance and valour a and. 
they were Scarcely arrived, before he received a mefienger lent on 
a dromedary by Saltbadjing with propofols of peace, and aflur* 
ances that he had ordered all hoftilities to ceafe. Mr- Bufly 
anfwened, that he was not averfo to a reconciliation, but that his 
reinforcement was arrived, and he foarod nothing the Soubah’s army 
could do. 

The negotiation neverthelefs continued. Mr. Bufly demanded'*; 
that Murzafor Khan and the late defeiter Mahmood Khan Should 
be delivered up to him. Salabadjing replied, that as a prince he 
could not, without lofing the confidence of the whole world, for* 
render any perfons whom he had received into bis Service and pay*, 
but that he Should not impede any means that might be eaajfkiyod. 
to make them prifoners. The conjuncture did not admit of any 
Stipulation for the removal of the minifler Shanavaze Khan. Ja6* 
far Ally Khan, the old Nabob of Rajahmundrum, came and made 
his. fi&nifl ioDS to Mr. Bufly, Warning himfetf much for having 
taken part with men* whole views and understandings, he hud, be 
had now every reafon to deSpifo. Janogee Nimbulcar delivered the 
Arabs and Abyffins he had confined: in foe fortrefo of Golcondah, 
but kept their arms. Every thing being Settled, Mahomed Hut 
hb| foe king’s Decan, accompanied by foe principal lords of the 

court. 
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court, vifitcd Mr. Bully in his tent on the 20th, and the fame day 
Mr. Buiiv proceeded, with an efcort of 300 Europeans and 1000 
Sepoys, to pay his relpc&s to Salabadjing, who received him with 
the dillinctions of an officer in the Mogul government, fecond 
only to himfelf. The interview was courteous, and the protec- 
tion? folemn. No hints were given of the late difagreements, and 
future meafures were concerted with much feeming confidence. 
New patents were immediately prepared, and letters difpatched 
through all the governments of the Decan, to dertroy the impref- 
iions which had been made by thole written during the rupture. 

Thus ended this diftrefs ; the grcatcil in which Mr. Bully had 
been involved iince his command in the Dccan. Nor would his 
perseverance and refolurion alone have fufficcd, without the fagacitv 
of his character, and the influence of his reputation. 

Betides the proviiions which were laid in ftore, the army at Char- 
maul was conftantly lupplied with cattle for die lhambics, and tit- 
rage for the horfes, oxen, camels, and elephants, by bands of a 
people caHcd Lamballis, peculiar to the Dccan, who are continually 
• moving up and down the country with their flocks, and contract to 
fumilh the armies in the field. The union amongil all thefe bands 
readers each refpectable even to the enemy of the army they are 
fupplying ; . but they are not permitted to deal with places befieged ; 
ncveithelcis Mr. Bully furmounted this objection, by bribing the 
Morratocs, who, lor the lake of marauding, undertook the pa- 
t roles of Salabadjing'* army, to let the Lamballis pais in the night, 
and it was efpectally concerted, that the convoys Ihould come in on 
the nights wlien the French troops made tallies on the enemy’s 
quarters. 

But money was equally neceflarv, and the want pf it had well 
nigh reduced him to quit Charmaul ; for he had exhaull£d th e 
public, his own, and all he could borrow on his own credit, and 
had no means of railing more, excepting by grring rescripts on the 
J»watWK?sof the four c ede d provinces; but moft of the renters and 
polgganMaf thole countries were, in die prtfont conjuncture,' encou- 
ra^d to Withhold them by the letters which they received from the 
mifliftry of Salabadjing, and Hill more by the practices of Ibrahim 
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Cawn, the governor of Chicacole, who, although raifed by Mr. 
Bufly to this port, from the command of a company of Sepoys, 
difavowed the French authority, and declared him f elf only fubjeCt 
to Salabadjing, as foon as he heard that the French army had 
flopped at Hyderabad on the news of which, the bankers, who- 
had hitherto fupplied Mr. Bufly, agreed that it was not fafe to ad- 
vance money on thefc referipts, nor on any other fecurity winch 
lie might offer : but Yfzeramrauze, the Rajah of Vizianagur in 
Chicacolc, judging with more fagacity than Ibrahim Ally, ordered- 
his agents at Golcondah to afl'ure Mr. Bufly of his iidelity and the 
regular payment of his tributes; and one night, when little ex- 
pected, and mod wanted, a man came to Charmaul, and, being, 
permitted to fpeak in private with Mr. Bufly, delivered with the 
meflage of Vi/.cramrauze a fum of gold, as much as he could carry, 
concealed under his garments. It was fufiicient for the prelcnt. 
want, and the fame man afterwards furnifhed more as neceflary. 

On the day of the reconciliation, Murzafer Khan and the delerter 
Mahmood Khan moved, and encamping with their Sepoys in a 
flrong fituation at fomc diflance from Golcondah, where they relied . 
on the afluranccs of protection which they had received from the 
wife of Salabadjing, who held the firft rank in his feraglio. Mr. . 
Bufly neverthelefs fent out parties on feveral nights to furprize 
them, and Mahmood Khan was taken ; but from confideration of 
his former fervices, and the good-will borne to him by the French 
Sepoys in general, his life was fpared. Murzafer Khan main- 
tained his ground fome weeks longer, until his Sepoys began to 
mutiny for want of pay, when fome of them proffered Mr. Bufly 
to deliver him up, who fent a party to receive , him ; but a little 
while before the. party arrived, he efcaped with a few attendants, . 
and went to Poni, where he entered again into the fervice of Be- 
lagerow, by wham he was fome time after put to death, /or a con- 
fpiracy.. , 

No other militaty operations happened during -the reft of the . 
year at Golcondah. T* Shanavaze .Khan continued to manage the af- 
fairs -of the government as duan ; and Mr. Bufly interfered little in - 
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his purpofes, having taken the refolution to proceed, with the 
greateft part of the troops under his immediate command, to repreft 
die infurre&ions, and regulate the government, in the cede d pro* 
vinccs. On the 1 6th of November, he began his march, with 500 
Europeans and 4000 Sepoys, leaving too Europeans and 1000 Se- 
poys noth Salabadjmg at Golcandah, who t o wards the end of the 
year prepared to p roceed to Aurengabad. 

The armament to Bengal had not only deprived die presidency of 
Mad raft of the means of diftrefling the French affairs in the Decan, 
but left them without the power of making any military efforts in 
the province of Arcot. No prefling occasions had required the ler- 
vice of their forces in the field in this part of the dominions of 
their ally, the Nabob Mohsmed Aliy*; but the conAifions which had 
induced the prcfidency to fend Mohamed Ifloof into the Madura 
and Tikivellt countries had not fubfided, when his miflkm itfelf 
{traduced new difturbances. 

This officer with Maphuze Khan, and their refpe&ve troops, re- 
mained at Cbevelpetore during the months of June and July, and 
all the adjoining Polygait had either made their fubmiflions, or 
feemed willing to be quiet. He then requefted Maphuze Khan to 
inarch out of the country, and proceed with his troops to Arcot, 
according 10 the injunctions of his brother the Nabob, who would 
be ready to fettle accounts with him, and pay what arrears might 
be dae to Iris foldiery. Maphuze Khan acquiefced without objec- 
tion, and Mahomed Iffcof fait with his camp the 18 pounder he 
had brought from Trkchinopoly, that it might be depofited in 
Madura, beeaefe it encumbered his march up and down the country; 
and a company of Sepoys wont to take cam of the 18 pounder on 
the road. He then allotted fin companies to garden Cbevelpetore, 
■and guard fife adjacent country ; and with the teA^ < about 2000, in 
which were included theft Wiedhp the Nabob and font an Ma- 
phuze Khan, he proceeded from Chnrelpetorc ptt tbe ift of Aqgnfi, 
ssltelht 10 th arrived at thOjtMm of Th phut ly . 

B y t his time the prafideocyof Madre&bsd tnaftu amhgnacnts fct 
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Mubdilce, the native of Tinivelly; who came to Madrafs on this 1756 
purpofe in the month of April. The fouthern and more fertile dif- 
t rifts, which in former times belonged to the kingdom of Madura, 
had by various alterations and appropriations been annexed to the 
government, and intermingled with the rent-rolls, of Tinivelly ; 
and the greater Moravat, during the confuftotis which prevailed fince 
the year 1750, had made encroachments on the weft : fo that what 
remained at this time under the ancient denomination of Madura, 
and under the immediate jurifdiftion of the city, did not extend in 
any d i reft ion above 40 miles, and, in' moft, much lefs ; which, 
being commanded on the weft and north by mountains and Poly- 
gars, and bound on the eaft by the woods of Moravar, was in every 
part expoled to depredations from the wild inhabitants oi’ the neigh- 
bourhood. The land of the territory is lifeewife in many parts in- 
cumbered with plots of rock , and, where free, the foil, except in 
a few' diftrifts to the fouth, is of laborious and expenfive cultivation. 

From thefe detriments and defefts, the annual revenue of the whole 
territory feldom exceeds 120,000 rupees ; at the fame time that the 
maintenance of the city, itsgarrifon, and other military pofts in the 
country, raile the expences to triple this fum. On the other hand, 
the country now rated under Tinivelly is of much greater extent 
and fertility, commonly yielding a revenue from 11 to 1,200,000 
rupees a year ; but Ihould Madura and its diftrifts be in the hands of 
an enemy, the country of Tinivelly would be conftantly expoled to 
the moft ruinous attacks, and could receive no fupport from Trit- 
chinopoty ; which renders it neceffary to maintain the one at a cer- 
tain lofs, as the only means of fecuring the advantages which may 
be. derived from the other. The family of Moodilee, having for 
too* years been' employed in forming diftrifts in both countries, 
had, in this long courfe of time, rented every part, and knew the 
properties of each. He accordingly refofed to undertake the dif- 
trifts of Madura, but offered to rent the country of Tinivelly for 
three* years, at the annual rent of 1,100,000 rupees, clear of all 
expences, to be pud at three periods in each year : for which pur- 
pofe lie was to be invtfted with the ufual authorities of jurifdifkiane, 
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1 756. civil and criminal : he obliged himielf to maintain not left than 
' ~ nh ‘ 1000 of the company’s Sepoys, under the command of fuch offi- 

cers as the prefidency fhould appoint ; and engaged to produce, 
'within three months from the contract, the fecurity of fukftantial 
ferojfi , or money-changers, for the regular payment of the flipulated 
Turns. The agreement was concluded in the beginning of July ; 
immediately on which Moodilee appointed agents, and font orders to 
place flags with the company’s colours, in the cultivated lands ; and 
foon after proceeded himielf to adminilter lus office in perfon. 

Mahomed Ifloot, on his arrival at Tinivelly, found that the agents 
of Moodilee had, in the beginning of their occupations, been over- 
ruled and infulted by Meir Jaffier, who had hitherto managed the 
country for Maphuze Cawn. The difpute indeed had ceafed, but 
the grudge Hill remained : and to prevent any farther efie&s, Ma- 
homed Ifloot ordered Meir Jaffier to depart immediately to Madura, 
hut permitted him to take three field-pieces which belonged to him, 
and whatfoever retinue he chofe : he at the fame time detached five 
companies of Sepoys to reinforce the garrifon of Madura, and or- 
dered them to protect and watch Meir Jaffier and his people on the 
road. They had not proceeded two days, when unexpe&cd intelli- 
gence flopped their march. 

On the arrival of Maphuze Cawn from Chevelpetore, all the 
cavalry in his fervice were aflembled in the city of Madura ; their 
number was 2000, all of good quality, for he had difbanded the 
lefs efte&uab The day after his arrival, the Jemausdars m, a body 
liirrounded his houfe, and declared that he Arnold not move oot 
of it, until their arrears were paid* which, by their own account, 
amounted to 700,000 rupees. They were headed by the governor 
Paiuffimend Cawn, who from this time was better known in the 
country by the name of Berkabxdah, although not the fame officer 
who defended Trinomalee in 1 753. The company's Sepoys an dm 
garrifon wondered at tbefe proceedings, dilcourifed of them, and fof- 
faded that die tumult war concerted, as a pretence tokeeppofTeffion 
of the city l for Maphuze Cawn might baric been Hopped- any wham 
cU% arwdias at Madura : then opinion* bciogkaoum, ami their Adalky 
2 unfhakrn. 
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unshaken, the Jfemautdars of the cavalry feized the commanders of^the 1756. 

three companies, and having confined them, di farmed the common 1 * 

men, and turned them out of the town ; but the next day releafed the 
officers, on recolle&ion that no advantage could be derived from their 
detention, and that they might, by continuing in the city, team what 
it was not wifhed they Should know. As (bon as they were gone, the 
brother of Myana came into the city from the woods of Nattam with 
2000 colleries, a confiderable flock of provifions, and fome money ; 
in return for which forvice, the Jemautdars gave him the town of 
Tiramborc and the pagoda of Coilguddy, in which they had fame 
troops. The fuddennefs and facility with which thefe operations 
pafled, fufficiently fhewed that meafures had been previoufly con- 
certed for the fuccefs of the rebellion. The pofieflion of Ma- 
dura, the principal object of the confpiracy, being fecund, 'it was 
not thought neceflary to diflemble any longer. Invitations were 
fent to every Polygar in the country to join. A man mounted on 
an elephant was received in ceremony at Madura, bringing a patent, 
as from the Nabob, appointing Maphuze Cawn to the government : 
and parties fent into the neighbouring diftrilts pulled and tote down 
with dcrifion the Company's flags, which had been planted by the 
orders of Modilee, according to the cuftom of the country, on the 
lands appropriated to cultivation. 

The Sepoys which had been turned out of Madura, lent mef- 
fengers with an account of what hapened to Mahomed Iflbot, who 
had not entertained a furmife, whetf he received intelligence, of 
die revolt. He inftantly diipatched orders to the detachment march- 
ing to hffdura, to halt, winch they had already done ; and to feize 
Meir Jaffier and his efledts. He appointed Jemaul Saheb to remain 
with 1000 Sepoys at Tinivelly, and proceeding himfolf with the reft, 
about 700, joined on the road the detachment he had font forward, 
which the Sepoys coming from Madura had joined before. On the 
loth of Anguft he encamped at Seeunder-mahr, a ftrong pod three 
mSes. to dtedboth of Madura: Ids 'whole time confiflad of 1500 
Sepoys and fibffieM*pieces; but, not having a piece of frittering can- 
non fince he hid deprived hhnfolf of the lB pounder, he wifely 

■ P 2 judged 




The War op Coromandel. Book VI. 

judged that it would be definition to no purpofe to have attempted 
an efealade againft fuch fuperior numbers as were in the city ; for 
even the colleries tight well behind walls. The day after his arrival 
Ibme cavalry advanced near his poll ; but were driven back by a few 
difcharges from the field-pieces, with the lols of two men. Skir- 
mifhes of this kind pafied every day after, and on fome without any 
lofs on either fide. On the 1 3th of September the renter Modilee 
arrived in the camp with two companies of Sepoys, which had 
cfcorted him from Tritchinopoly through the countries of the two 
Moravars, and the next day he continued his journey towards 
Tinivelly. 

The Pulitaver, Catabominaigue, and the other Polygars of Tini- 
velly, took time to confider how they fhould ad in confequence of 
the involution at Madura, and the Jemautdars there, not finding them 
fo ready to join as they had cxpe&ed, began to tliink of preserving 
fome openings to a reconciliation with the prefidency. Accordingly 
they wrote letters apologizing for the revolt, and aforibed it intirely 
to their necefiities for want of pay : and lowered their A^mnds to 
400,000 rupees. All the force which could be fpared from the imme- 
diate fervice of the Carnatic being at this time required for the reco- 
very of the Company’s fettlements in Bengal, the prefidency em- 
powered Captain Calliand at Tritchinopoly either to treat with the 
Jemautdars, or to employ fuch. other means as he fhould judge ex- 
pedient to recover Madura. On this authority Captain Calliaud fent 
his interpreter from Trichinopoly to Maphuze Cawn, who, in the 
very firft conference, unable to keep his temper, avowed that he 
thought himfelf very ill ufed by the appointment of another renter, 
and that he would never give up Madura, until the Tinivoly coun- 
tries were granted to him on the fame terms as they had been let 
to Moodikc. The interpreter feeing no likelihood of accommodation 
with him, tried with the Jemautdars, offering to pay 50*000 rupees 
immediately, although he bad brought no money, and 150,000 
more after they fhould have evacuated the city. The Jemautdars 
ag r ee d to tbefe terms and went to Mahomed IfiboPs camp in order 
«o obtain his confirmation, who not thinking himfelf fuffiriently 
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authorized, advifed them to wait, without departing from the agree- 
ment, until it could be ratified by Captain Calliaud ; to which they 
confented. Captain Calliaud approved of the terms; but added as an 
indifpeniible condition that Maphuze Cawn and Berkatoolah fhould 
be delivered up with the city. To this likewife the Jemautdars 
feemed to have no obje&ion ; on which orders were difpatched to 
Moodilee to fend money and bills for the amount of the agreement 
without delay from Tinivelly. Thefc various negotiations and cor- 
refpondences employed 30 days, during which feveral events hap- 
pened which contributed to change the date of affairs. 

The family of Moodilee by their occupation of renting the coun- 
tries had formed connections with mod of the Polvgars dependant 
on Tinivelly, more elpecially with the Pulitaver and Catabominaigue; 
and on his invitations the Pulitaver and feveral others met him on 
the road. Catabominaigue and others fent their agents ; all qpme, as 
ufual, with confidenable retinues, and in the midfl of this multitude, 
Moodilee entered the town of Tinivelly on tire 27 th of September, 
and proclaimed his com million. But the Colleries of the Polygars, 
whom no confideration can redrain from thieving, committed night 
robberies in the town and adjacent villages. Several of them were 
taken and punifhed by the Company’s Sepoys ; on which others 
dole the cifeCts of the Sepoys themfelves, who, irritated as much by 
the inl'ult as the lofs, transferred their refen tment on Moodilee, bo- 
caufc he differed the Polygars to remain in the town, and continued 
to treat them with civility. At the fame time the troops of Travan- 
core renewed their incurfions into the did riCls about Calacad ; and 
Nabey Cawn Cattcck, who had concealed himfelf ever fince the de- 
feat in which Moodemiah was killed, now appeared again, made 
overtures of reconciliation to Maphuze Cawn, which were accepted; 
and having enlided 400 of the horfe, which Maphuze Cawn had 
difhanded, kept traverfmg the country between Madura and Tinivelly. 
Thefe didurbances, and the difTention between the renter Moodilee 
and the Company’s Sepoys, had already deterred the bankers from 
funufhing him with the fums neceflary for die commencement of 
hit own budnefs, at the time that he was called.upon to fupply 
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4756* the money for the payment of the Jemautdars at Madura. All he 
w™* could dispatch immediately was 20,000 rupees, which flopped on the 
.road from an apprehenfion of being intercepted by Nabey Cawn 
Catteck ; and it was fome days before he could obtain authentic 
hills of exchange for the amount required. 

Mean while the Jemautdars having the power in themfelves, had 
'taken no paint to conceal thfeir negotiation from Maphuze Cawn and 
Berkatoolah, who, having no other means to overlet it, employed in* 
trigue. There was, among the Jemautdars, one named Seer Cawn, 
a man of art and fpirit, attached to Berkatoolah ; he had hitherto 
gone with the reft, with the view alone of leading them back, when- 
foever the opportunity lhould offer. No money coming on fcveral 
days in which it was expeded. Seer Cawn fuggefted to his comrades, 
that the interpreter had amufod them with the negotiation in order 
to cover fome other delign, perhaps the furprize of the city, by 
Mahomed Iflbbf’s troops at Secunder Maly (upd advifod them to 
think of a reconciliation with their friends father than truft any 
further to thofe whole views they did not know. Maphuze Cawn 
and Berkatoolah improved the e( 3 e£ts of thefe fuggeftkms by lavilh 
promiles, which prevailed, and immediately after the reconciliation 
500 liorle marched to join thole with- Nabey Cawn Catteck. 

Notwithftanding this change, the Interpreter ftill remained in the 
city with hopes of renewing the negotiation, on which Captain Cal- 
Baud refoived to go to Nattam bimfolf, to be nearer at hand to give 
the necefliuy inftru&ions; and, warned by die late disappointment, 
he took with him from TritehfaOpnly an agent belonging to the 
houfe of Buckanjee, the principal jbrtff or banker in the Decan, 
whole word was every where eflfetmed as ready money. Arriving 
at Nattam on the 25th of Odobec, he was met there by the inter- 
preter, and an officer lately lent hy the Nabob from Ascot to treat 
with the jemautdars. The officer represented that neiftwr Maphuze 
iCewn nor Berkatoolah were in reality averfe to an accommodation, 
but infofleed that the prefidency lhould give their guarantee for die 
■t erms , fince neither of them Would truft die Nabob: that Bedta- 
itoolah, who was rich, required onlypretedwn for hisperfon, fondly, 
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and efie&s ; but Maphuze Cawn, a provifion adequate to his rank. 
Oh this information Calliaud ordered the interpreter to renew die 
propofal of paying the Jemautdars, and pledged his own word to 
Maphuze Cawn and Berkatoolah ; but infilled that Maphuze Cawn > 
Ihould immediately accompany him to Tritchinopoly. Bothfoemed 
latisfied, and Maphuze Cawn made preparations as if he intended to 
proceed to Nattam the next day ; but this day brought on the change 
of the monfoon, with fuch levere and tempeftuous weather, that 
nothing could ftir abroad. The fort of Nattam had no iheiter againft - 
the Iky, and the rains holding without intermilfion, Captain Cal- 
liaud. apprehenfive that the roads might become impaflahle, and keep 
him longer than he ought in prudence to remain out of his garrifon, . 
left Nattam the next day, and reached Tritchinopoly on the 30th, 
where a day or two after came the interpreter, the Nabob's officer, . 
and a Jemautdar font by Maphuze Cawn, to explain his own de- 
mands. He requefted to be placed in the government of d?ft rifts, 
anywhere in the Carnatic, from which he might appropriate 200,000 
rupees a year for his own maintenance ; and alledging that he had 
been obliged to foil every thing he had, to latisfy in part the demands 
of his troops, he aiked, but without infilling, for 20,000 rupees to 
furnifh himfolf again with neceflaries. Captain Calliaud difmilled 
the Jemautdar with afluranccs, that thefo terms Ihould be complied 
with, and fot out himfolf for Madrals, in order to obtain the con- 
firmation of the prefidency, and to explain to them the general Hate 
of affairs in the fouthcm countries. 

At this time the expedition to Bengal had carried away one half of 
the F frgljfH force in the Carnatic, and intelligence of the declaration 
of war with France incrcafed the neceffity of every caution : in cou- 
fomencc of which Captain Calliaud on the fooond day of his jour- 
ney met letters from the prefidency, with pofitive orders not to quit 
garrifon without their cxprels permiffion ; on which he imme- 
diately returned to Tritchinopoly. 

Mean while, the diffentbn between, the Company's Sepoys and 
theuemier atTmivelly had encma^ed, and had produced evil con- 
foquMices. Moodilee.by his coctrafik only obliged to fomiffi the 
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pav of tlic S;f}x>vs employed by himfelf ; but Mahomed Iflbof by a 
wrong interpretation, imagined that Moodilec was obliged to main- 
tain the whole number wherclbever employed ; and moreover to dif- 
charge the arrears of their pay, of which two months were due on 
his ai rival in the country. In confoquence of this miftakc, Jemaltl- 
fihah, who commanded the Sepoys in Tinivelly, demanded the 
amount, and on Moodilee’s rending to pay it, confined him under a 
guard for feveral days; during which he ordered the Pulitaxcr and 
the other Polygars to quit the town, with threats of fcverc pu- 
ntfhciit if they remained any longer. They departed immediately ; 
hut inllcad of returning to their homes, the Puiitaver went to Nabcy 
Own Cattcck and offered him his afii fiance, \x>tli in men and money ; 
and by their united reprefen tations, Catabominaiguc was induced to 
join their league. At the fame time the troops of Travancorc kept 
their ground, and continued their depredations in the diltricts de- 
pendant on Calacad. The hopes of the advantages which might 
be derived from thefe confufions, were, much more agreeable to the 
difpofition of Berkatoolah, than the fuccefs of his negotiation with 
the Englifh, by which he was to obtain nothing more than the 
pardon of his offences; and in the middle of November, as foon as 
the ground was fufficietitly dry, to march, he went from the city, 
and put himfelf at the head of the 500 horfe, which had gone out 
before, and were now joined to thole of Nabcy Cawn Cattcck, and 
the troops of the Polygars. The whole force amounted to 1 0,000 
men, of which 1000 were horfe. They were aflembled about 40 
miles tp the fonth of Madura, and inAead of proceeding diredly to 
the fouth, in the open country, ftruck to the eaft into the diftri&s 
of Catabominaigue, a part of whole woods extend within a lew 
miles of the town of Tinivelly. Ilfuing from thence at night before 
their approach was known, they entered the town at day-break 
by feveral avenues, which were weakly guarded : for Moodilee afcw 
days before had marched with the greateft port of the Sepoys and Im 
other force, about twenty miles to the fouth-eaA, in order to pro- 
ted fhe diftri&s of Alwar Tinivelly, again# which he had been led 
to baere tlic enemy dsfigned to bend their attack. The entity re- 
mained 
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ho battering cannon. Mrtch t o c ta aftd nSftetiy werrftnedwitboa | 
any mifchief for two days, during which the cavalry r iyra gp id -the 
country round. Mahomed ifibof, who fttil continued at Seconder* 
maly, before Madura, received no certain tntel%eooe of theew&aqr’a 
defign until four days after they wen h* morions hci gurtedia trij 
ftrudc his camp and proceeded toorarda TauraBjr, and they'heiriag 
of his approach coUefeed all their partite and advanced to gwe him 
battle. The two armim nKt on the tftirf December rtGangadorara, 
about twenty mike north of TkhoU/. The inferiority of numbers 
was much more than compensated by ftperior ftiil ; theCcrityauy’a 
Sepoys feced the enemy on every fide with advantage of fituatjonaad 
difcphne, and rite field-phots, were find with much ‘execution 
again# the cavalry, whole fortunes depending on the of 

their horfes, they quitted the eonteft and the field. The usxtdaylAt- 
homed Iflbof proceeded to Timvelly, and from thence marched how 
the defolated diftri&s, in older to give heart to the inh a bit a n ts, and 
recall them to their occupations. The Fdjrgairs returned to their 
woods, and Beriq^xlsh, wi& Jtfc.cfjteliy *fc |b4tun hw Nabey 
Cawn Catteck wris*to Chuidgctufcteid not having mum*. *o attack 
the fort, in which wore feme Sepoys, s pftf ted t*e fcal »dc rite 
pagoda in the town; on urtticho«*<£thoBta^^ 
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dwpyMbinni to partake in their baftilities : neverthtlkA, ibme hopes 
ofrodtinciliatioti IBH remained? for fome of the J cmEUt d ktt , although 
lefler number, were arerfe to the turbulent proceedings of the 
Others, and wifhed an accoOufeodation on the terms which had 
once been fo nearly concluded : he theretuie determined to make 
another trial, and 1 fentMr. WSfiaih Ruknbeld, a lieutenant of his 
g amfo uf who talked the languages of the country, together with 
theftfWrprefer, tel renew the negotiation. They were efcorted by a 
ad ttfp i n y of Se p oys, and arrived at Madura on the third of Decem- 
ber, 1 and on the next day came into die town Berfcatootah, with his 
cavalry, which had been’ beaten by Mahomed Hoof. 

Mapboze Cawh received Mr. Ruitibbld with orach civilky, and 
in a private c on ference acknowledged his er r ors , apologized for his 
eondoft, and promiied to accompany him to Tritchinopoly ; hut 
neither of them fufpeded that a perfbn faadJbeen placed behind a 
csadMo Men fotbrir ooivcfefttiM; About an hour after the 
rifit, Ac Jetnaotdar Seer Cawn, with s' body of hade, bdet Ms- 
pbuttCswnVhcufe, and Bade him a pri&aer ? and after a mcffiga, 
which was not complied with, fent 36 horfemen to force Mr. Rom- 
bdtd Ml flf the dy; who, hcving no means of refinance. Obeyed, 
aM^omed bb eftoat, wldth ha hidleft at a choultry on the other 
hh itf ftevhot Asfcon as he uni godbj SeerCaWn afiemblcd all 
t&jtemamdan, whom he perfuaded that Maphuze Cawn intended 
tafiRftdatttd theay. When dSey were fuUdently inflamed. 
BeAattfcWi cMA and « buVwMUt dter 
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oab#>*ed Urii’M.to tfae * whet* ^ feapfog j Ky,yne, ht 

wm fainted fey the difchargc of dt the o»enoa on 
which were only 13 pieces. The negotiation wramaeirtoo the 
fane-terms as before ; audit was agretdte wait «— d^-^^fiea^ii 
the presidency for the terms required -by Maphuze Ow e 
tooJah, fhould arrive from Madrafs. But three days after this p*. 
liminary was fettled, Nabey Cawn Cattedk, with hh hdrfo,,«sme 
from Chevelpetore, and immediately 00 his arrival o&red to fhrmfli 
40,000 rupees for the prefent fubfiftence of tbecavahy of thf Je- 
mautdars, if they would retinqttfh ail treaty withthe EagtHh, and 
fend Mr. Rumbold away. On the buftte occafiooed by this pnv 
pofal, Mr. Rumbold went to Maphuze Cawn, who wept, and in bis 
anguifli broke his leal, that he might arotheohtiged tp affix it any 
more to efts he did not approve. #«*» Maptaute Cawn’s hewent 
to Barkatoolah’s, where he afieMbkd sad harangued the Jc mm b 
dors, who, after various difeuffioot, contented that the arrives to 
which, they had before acceded fhouid be immediately drawn np 
in both languages and executed fay all parties 4 it was now rugbt 
and to do this requited feme hours; for every Jcmaefcfer was-^u 
lign. This while was employed with much affiduky by Nafroy 
Cawn Catteck, who now offered to fupply 3,500 rupees a day, 
which, being ftiUy fufident for the maintenance of die whole body 
of cavalry, pressttah and M*. Rs s nb s M -was sdyited totako cam 
of hbofolf, as all the roads would 6m t* fog 1 j *»Hs>uacoid»gly 
went out of the city tbe next rooming; a* if hrhiirtfoaufhbig to 
npiite concerning bis efcor* of S^s ; wi*fc wbara he fes off at 

mM njg hf , sod reached the fon oF^foMaroxwMiaot ^rrujl'l. 

heiag'tufr-af ■ dangur, he proceeded more Irifon^toTrindw* 
nagifo wherohe ai^vied M'riw i^h ef P-u s nh s r , Tb**m+4 
m&rtrn ftfoMd mm* •» gat anCri^ii ofM ahn^%^ 
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$jf fero as Mr. Rambold was gone, and then dc<da^« 4 .bc intottdod 
pi* only to maintain the city, but likewife totecomr the whole 
conn try for Maphuze Cawn, Tbcfe relolutsoor me net.iioiaif 
moufly approved, but the difienters were by for die fmsHnr awtfofr ; 
and latere of invitation were immediately difpatched to all the Fp- 
lygare, to Hyder Naig the Mjrfece general, and to the.fung of Tjra- 
vancorc. A few days after, Berkatoohh and Nabey Cawn Cattock 
want, with 500 horfe to the Puhtaver'e place. The commander 
. VjftwrvMt Iffoo£, on receiving the fommons of Mr. Rumbold, bad re- 
turned from the diftriftsihe was rifiriag to Tinivelly ; where leav- 
ing as before 1000 Sepoys, he proceeded with the reft, about 1,800, 
towards Madam. The renter Moodike, naturally timorous, refolved 
to accompany tbr greater force, and, befides his nftaal retinue, eras 
attended by too good horfe, which he had lately levied. They 
arrived on the »6ch of December at Ga ng adorum, where Mahomed 
Jfioof bearing ofMc. Riuoabold'« d^artuai]fonm Madura, halted to ob- 
ferwe the ioadens ef the enemy, and rtmafecd there uadi ho received 
information tfawljabyC^Cataechja M yP eri u to ol^ had pdfeito 
AhePulkaver'a, « which he p tofarde ^po, jCheyelpecore,, an# *n- 
canaped there, in order to awe the Polygftp « this part ofthecoun^ 
nty fonm joowagriie enemy. , v - -*&.< 
jfi I^uwg tboaaomh Maedilee fern ow^hioralotions, nained Al>- 
••Wgetiatoa sacnoorlistioa withtfiwPulitaver, and c&r feme 
dt n^a as-the fee of hit alliance. The Pulitaver, who never refilled 
or kept Jna wpcd ms ■ a*y occafen* foal, m , agsot,” witbA%*peto 
rise cams it rhimnliTiaMr md ailhi fmii rims font liii 1 unm 




fejt^dmhenour solus cmbsJTy, was a np e wap a oi a d byewoorthr ee 
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agent, vfoh&immwmvfColknu, 
th»ttt^ ; . and their ; ; fe fc «y d 0 Owmsii«dHi^-- , P^litw^^ 
the firfl time fo his life, to a&withfotn£j£**& fe8ffi*« 
with whom be mi mutfted. But 
MaphuerCawn, he, with afraffi&F 

hmvin Madura eipoiedto the o*etcuife§tf^ 

lift, and infitfed that he ftcwdd dome from ! tbe«ee thUUkthte^V^;' 
and remain at ali times under his own ward; fe conftl &iySj% 'Be?-' 
katoolah, who was with the Puhtaver, fcritftbr MS^h«5M"^l!Wn, who, 
in the end of December, went 'from the* city with jOohorfe. Thus 
doled the year in the countneeof Madttra xhd^Titytadiyi' > ■*‘ w *' W* 
Between Tanjore andTondama the qwandhad 4on tinted; not* 

but the letters of die prefidencyof Mtdttfe, ami^the- 
Monacjee, again prevented the renewal of boldlititiS THi^}' theend of 
June, when the forces of Tanjore were Teqohed tn'< e v^ge W>thtf 
quarrel. The Danifo fottkment atTjranquduw?iad' it^|uSed>d9 ! ^ 
largyment of thekbounds, which the kiag:-*efafed, aadrheDwWS 
ibon after, on the pretence of fome outrages from his officfert,- atP* 
tacked two pagodas in dupMghbourhood*-lOne they took, and whilft 
they were employed before the other, wete attieked themfclves at a 
di&d vantage by a Iwge detachment of fothsadiMfram Tanjore, 
who killed ^ooftbwni aodwoundodxo© ; aniWhieh thew dl ret r e a ted 
to Traoquebar i a negotiation eafoad, which^ by ahemtsipefition <tf 
die peeftfcncy of Madrafs, w*woeup|e#d mdwSUiddleQfA^pdklh 
September bogan the gceafcaadteig- fcaft of thekiag and hkgods, 
which co*fam4 the .month. In Cftihr, the appro « kho Hhc mini 
apmmoe w* wp . Wm'rwwqr i* «MB"<tpMF> 
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AM# T|qfdieaan had taken before: ai^ the Taojorinet had toado very tittle 

TheFrenchbadnot, during the yew, middled, accepting (7 private 
inftigationi, in the quarwla of the ioatbom gouinfict.Tbe Rheddy, 
whom they had reftored at Terriore, faded, as before, fa his tribute*: 
on which they font a p*ty of 50 European* from Sermghao, which 
yw joiaodly wwcher from Pondicherry, who mowed him, and re- 
isftmed the other, who like wile had before been once appointed and 
once depofed. Thi* expedition w« 6uUhcd in the Ixynn^g Q f 
braaiy, hot the party fromSeringfom remained at Terriore to watch 
the tributes in future. in July too Europeans were taken from Se- 
vingfraa, tanplaatthc detachment foot with Mr, Law to the m- 
lief of Mr, Bn By at Charmaut, By thefe fttbftntfiona, v hich were 
not spaced, thegarrifon at Seringham, which before w.<* tu peri or, 
pemained at the cfofo of the year only equal in Europeans to that of 
T nt^ ae p eir, owh having about yjo 1 but aoo more were font thi* 
HtejfonfrwRdMMyaa ifes pth of December? cod yon 8 wmt i 
« tm mifingat Terriore, in order to equagbe number in Triteht. 
*»H* winch mveayoo. Tbm ended Jfb year i 7J fr fo ^ 
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W E ihall now relate the p i ogw fr a o d-Opcrgli&tta of the>«wa»» 

meat fcot far the recovery & f rite fittiementt in Bengal. • — , — 

The fleet failing on the 10th flf October, met the currents fitting 
lb ftwmgly from the Norths that they were driven in the firfHwdVe 
days after their departure, fix degrees of latitude to the (both <of 
Madrafs ; and by this time the northern monfoon, daring which 
the wind blows from the N. w. had gathered ftrength. hi this 
fiafixi the only way to get Btngd, is to fleer acroft the bay to the 
Ihore of Tannafery and Arfacan, along which the currents Hackee, 
and fomeritnca even tend to the northward ; and milder weather 
than in the middle of the hay enables the Veflel to gam the lati- 
tude of rise finds atihe eaflnm months of the (Stages 2 from whence 
ridto help icrafi to the mad of BuBafont, ! «nd' ftoso beam allure the 
aa ttan co into the rivet Hwghley. Attempting this pillage with 
much adverfi weather, AdfeMI Wat fib, ohthe'iodi of November, 

jUKIWiwCfiB Of pPOVnlwiS IDO WtWJf VD D© nXc^Cuyu* « 
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The Kent and Typer gained the road of Ballafore, wHfte tHigr 
wjfeed for the fpriog tides Until the 9th, whenltitey proceeded 
Gde the conduit of Engliflr pilots intoAhe river, Add arrived on 
the 15th at Fulta. Hera they were joined, an the loth, by all the 
other vcflels, exception rite Cumberland andtbe Mariborough,the 
abfence of udnch greatly i m p aired theferce of the annet nc ntrfce 
the Ctuokrifthl was not only the largpft flup in thefifuadion, bat 
had tikepfig^Wid 350 o£ri« Etuopoan troops; and the greateft 
part of the field artillery had been imprudently dripped on board of 
rielhdbonwgh. 

The detachment with Major Kilpatrick had arrived at Fulta oo the 
‘fccond of Auguft j bat were not deemed a force fufiqnt to rifijue 
hofiflirirat and the vaflek befo^aflianbled there bong too much 
crooded to receive them on they were obliged to encamp in 

the iwampy grounds near d#« town, when hckaefs prevailed 
amongst them fit mu ch , ftuttjtf the whole detachment, which 
was agp when &n t, one dead, andiof the remainder not 

more than thirty ^men weg sh lgg r dodatywhen Admiral Write 
arrived. ... 

The ramy fafim, wfcifh bega**hiUl the Nabob was bring Cal- 
cutta, prevented him after hts fetqm to Mumdavad finmnaflam* 
tngbi*ibnnrr iate nti p u of attack i ng hi* re la tion the Ffcoufihr of 
f^gjPMafcunril the month of Oftober. He then marched g that 
cap^vwhenriwtwoarmiet eocampedin fight of cadi other, 
the Fboufik?, a h d-ftroog yooth, &m the geaaoiligrnJaABr 
wi$» a. parqr , and p uilriW H W» enfignadhr tba <Mn*v 

bofr’t h a ft s u e d with <he fongnoft of his csvafay to attack him, , aud 
was killed in theeafec. Thr tutry of Pwrcwth ftikmifMd Im. 
mediately after his death, *pd the Nabobicturnod in fniipf h eoLl 
caM^iWlMg, u niaripMihKmi^ «o*6 and a f ga w n fi f a o n ih r ,nfi 
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much diminifliad by the lofs of the Engjifo trade i yvhich had de- 
termined him to permit their return ; but under the fame reftriftions 
as they were fubjcft to in the reign of Jailer, before their eolbafly 
to Delhi. On heating of the arrival of the armament, he ordered his 
whole army to aflemblo at Musadavad, and prepared to match tp 
Calcutta. The governor of this place, Mouickchund, having forer 
leen the war, had been diligent in improving his garrifon, had for- 
tified Buz-buzia, and had began to ereft a fort, which he called 
Aligur, on the bank of the river opposite to Tannah ; hut only 
part of the rampart commanding the river was Baittied. The 
Phoufdar of Hughley purchafed two (hips, which he loaded with 
bricks, intending to fink them in the narrow pais of the riyer be- 
tween Tannah and Aligur. 

Before the arrival of the armament, letters ham the coprt jof dir 
restore in England, had appointed Mr. Drake, with three other memr 
bers of the council, to aft as a (cleft committee, in the condu&of aU 
political and military aflairs. They had already afiociated Major Kil- 
patrick, and as foon as the fleet arrived at Fuita, they added Mr. 
Watfon and Cdonel Chve to dhdr board. The letters which Cljve 
had brought from Madrafs, accompanied by one from himfelf and 
another from Mr. Watfon, foil of threats, wub font open to Mo- 
tt ickchund, the governor of Calcutta, in order tube forwarded to the 
Nabob. Monickchund replied that he dated not fond letters written in 
fuch menacing terms ; and on receiving this anfwer, it was deter- 
mined to commence hoftilkies. The abfcnce of the troops od board 
the Cumberland was in focne foeafure fupplied by the recovering 
mm of Kilpatrick’s detacliment, and by a company of feventy vo- 
lunteers, who embodied themfolves at Folta. 

All the (hips and veflels, as well thofo which were juft arrived, 
asthofo which were beforeaflembfod pc Fuka, left this placet* thp 
27th of December, and the aext afr a tno en anchored at Mxyapom, a 
t o wwai msfobbelow the fortofBua«frteria« This fort Mr. Watfon 
detenmnad SoaM ach tibc nets day ;and, as it was foppdfed that 
the gaarrifon would daftjid it bationwy bttjfo'whik, it was refolve^i 
ts% an ambufoade, in order to intercept their retreat towards 

Vol. II. R Calcutta. 
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*«*■ Calcutta. All the men of Adlercron’s regiment who were arrived, 

1 ' hiring 120, remained on board the (hips of war. The reft of the 

battalion, 50c, with all the Sepoys, and two field-pieces, landed, 
and at fan-let marched from Mayapore, under the command of Co- 
lonel Clive, and under the conduit of Indian guides. The field-pieces, 
with a tumbril of ammunition, wen drawn by the troops : for the 
council at Fulta, through dread of the Nabob's refentment, had not 
ventured to provide any bullocks either of draught or burthen. The 
guides, in order to prevent dilcoveiy, led the troops at a didance 
from the river, through a part of the country, which was uninha- 
bited indeed, but full of iwamps, and continually interfe&ed by deep 
rivulets, which rendered the draught and tranfportation of the three 
carriages lb tedious and laborious, that the troops did not arrive un- 
til an hour after fan-rifo at the place of ambufeade. This was a 
large hollow, which in the rains might be a lake, finking about tern 
feet below the level of the plain : it ley about a mile from the riven, 
• mile and a half north-ead of Buz-buzia, and half a mile to the ead 
of a high-road leading from this (dace to Calcutta. The eadera, 
and part of the fbothern bank of the hoUow, were (kirted by the 
huts and enckfurea of a village, which foemed to have hem aban- 
doned fbme days before. The grenadiers and 500 Sepoys were de- 
tached from the hollow, to trite pofleffion of another village on the 
bank of the river adjoining to the northern wall of the fort of Buz- 
buzia; where, it was fuppofed, that their appearance would induce 
riie garrifon to midakr them for the whole of the English troops oa 
ihore; and that in confequence of this notion they would .retreat 
along the high mad, indeed of the bank of the river.. The com- 
pany of volunteers were detached, and poded themfidves in dome 
thickets near the high road, but on the further fide from the hoUow, 
towards which it was intended that their fire fhould drive the fugi- 
tive garrifon. The red of the troops remained vritll Colonel Clive, 
ddd ogttcealed themfolvet, fora* m the hallew, and others in the 
village, and the two field-pkose were placedon thenorth- 
tiflt 'df&e village. The troops bring dforifivdy fatigued, ^were per*- 

■■ mine d 
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mitted tojquit their anra^in order to get raft; every man. laid hidft- 
fe if down where he thought beft, fbraein the village* others in .the 
hollow ; and from a fecurity whi c h no fapeoority or appearances 
in war could juftify* die common pr e cau tio n af ftatianingceotiael* 
was neglefted. In a few minutes they were all afieep. It happened 
that Monickchund* the governor of Calcutta* had come the day 
before to Buz-buzia, with 1 500 horfe* and 2000 foot. This officer 
had no courage, but much circumfpedion ; and fome of his ipies 
had followed the Englilh from Mayapore* and had obforved all their 
motions in the morning. 

About an hour after the troops had lain down to ileep, they were 
awakened by the fire of fmall arms on the eaftem fide of the village, 
into which* at the fome time* a multitude of matchlock men .were 
difcovered advancing with refoluthm. All the foldiers* wherefoevei' 
fcattered* hurried on the alarm into the hollow* in which their arras 
were grounded* about 60 yards from the endofuies on the eaftem 
bank ; here they formed the line as foft as they could ; but* unfortu- 
natdy, the artillery-men, mftead of repairing to die two field-pieces* 
which would have protected the whole* ran to feek proteftion them- 
felves from die line. During this confufion* the enemy* meeting 
no refiftance* advanced and took pafleflion of die eaftem bank ; from 
whence, under the fheher of various covers* they kept up a conti- 
nual* although irregular fire, wounding leveret* and killing an en- 
fign. Colonel Clive, apprehenfive of a panic* fhould he order the 
troops to march out of the reach of the enemy's fire, commanded 
the line to ftandfirm* and detached two platoons, one from the right* 
the other from the center, oppofite to which the enemy's fire was 
fbongeft. Of the platoon from the ^center eight men were killed by 
one volley* before they gained the bank; the reft neverthelefo re- 
turned the foe* and then forced their way with their bayonets into 
die village; where they were joined hy the other platoon, .which 
had focoeadefl with the loft of only three men. This intrepidity 
^netted the enemies ooontge* who notanger appeared h bodies* 
hi* drifted in finad pwtks from fheher to fheher* firing rarely, tod 
withiittleedeft ; however* fome officers on horftback expoled them- 

R 2 felves 
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1756. fibres with much refolutiort, endeavouring to ratty their men; but 
in vain. In the mean time, die company of vol unteers , aa loon as 
they heard the firing, inarched back from the high nnd, and icicued 
the field-pieces, of which lame of the enemy hadtaken pofieflion, 
but did not know how to trie them. Upon this, the artillery-men re- 
turned from the line to the field-pieces, and immediately began to 
fire them into the village, which foon drove all the enemy out of it, 
who fled as fall as they could to join a large body of horfe, which 
was now difcovered advancing from the fbuth towards the hollow : 
but, on perceiving the fugitives coming from the village, this ca- 
valry halted, at the diftance of half a mile. On this the Englilh 
troops, with die field-pieces, loaned regularly on the plain, and 
advanced towards the enemy, who were commanded by Monkk- 
chund They Hood fevrral fhat horn the field-pieces, until one 
fhancul to pal's very near the turbaott of Mookkchund, who imme- 
diately gave die fignal of retreat fa y turning his elephant, and the 
whole body marched away to die north-call and returned to Calcutta. 
Had the cavalry advanced and charged Hie troops in the hollow, at 
the fame time that the infantry began to fire upon the village, it k 
wot improbable, that die war would have been concluded on the 
very fim trial ofhcdKli ties. 

- As foon as the enemy r etreated, the troops marched 00 the village 
tm the bank of the river, from whence die detachment potted there, 
was advancing to join them. By this rime the Kent, having out- 
called the other Ihips, anchored before Buz-buzia, and done fitenced 
the cannon of that fort; but the troops having already undergone 
to much fatigue, k was deter mi ned to defer the aflault until the 
next morning. They patted rim reft of die day in the village, with- 
out giving or receiving any moleftatkm, and in the evening were 
joined by 250 failors from the fquadron. One of thefe having got 
drank, draggled, at eight in the evening, to die ditch of the fort, 
id&Aflte crofted, andfcrambled up the rampart; where, folding 
jmmftfSuels, he hottoweft to the advanced guards in tbeudttage 
diet : fo§ 4 nd taken the fort; on wtridrcfoey quitted their peft, and 
joieddluni on the rampart, when they found the. place evacuated, 
1 the 
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the. enemy having abandoned it as foonas it grew dark enough to 1756- 
conceal their retreat. Several guards of Sepoys proceeded, imnae- * ^ 
diately to poft c entra ls round the walls ; and whilft this was doing, 
feme other iailers, who were likewise very drunk and had got into 
the fort, fuppofed fome of the Sepoys to be fome of the ferny’s 
men who had not escaped ; and in this notion fired their piftols, and 
killed Captain Campbell, an officer of the company's troops. 

The operations of the morning at the hollow, irregular and im- 
perfect as they were, changed the contemptible opinion which 
Monickchund and his foldiery had conceived of English troops, from 
their own fuccels at the taking of Calcutta ; and on his return* 
from Buz-buzia to that place, he remained there only a few hours, 
and leaving 500 men to defend the fort, went away with the reft 
of his command to Hughley, where having likewife com municated 
his own terrors, he proceeded to carry them to the Nabob at Muza- 
davad. On the other hand, the refolution and a&ivity with which 
the enemies matchlock men began -their aftault on the village, im~ 
prefled moft of the Euglifh officers, and many*of the common men, 
with a much, higher opinion of the troops of Bengal than they de- 
ferred. 

The (loop of war had been font forward fome days before, and 
anchored in fight of the forts- of Tannah and Aligur, where her ap- 
pcatance had deterred the governor of Hughley from fending the 
fliips laden with bricks, which he had intended to finjt in the pafe. 

The fleet left Buz-buzia on the 30th of December, and anchored 
pn the rft of January between thofe forts, which the enemy abjui- Jmujujj* 
doned without firing a foot, leaving on the platforms 50 pieces of 
cannon, which they had brought from Calcutta, many of which 
however were not mounted. The next morning. Colonel Clive, 
with the greateft pact of the Europeans and Sepoys,- landed and 
marched along the high road from Aiigur to Calcutta j.*nd at nine 
o’dock rim* Kent apd Tygsr anchored before the English fort ; but 
for went ofarind could not immediately prefect th«r hroadfides ; 
during which difofrwtfagc thosaftpy canaonaded them hrifkJy foam 
the line of guna on the brink of the river, killing nine men Jn#ho 

Kent,. 



fr*« 
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Kent* and (even in the Tyger; but their fire fbckencd as that from 
the Blips increafod ; and before eleven they deferred the fort, and 
foon after the town ; when a detachment font from the Hups, under 
the command of Captain Coote, hoifted the Bngliih colours in die 
fort ; for the troops with Colonel Clive were not yet arrived. The 
next day Admiral Watfon put Mr. Drake, and the former m embe r s 
of the council, in pofleflion of the government. 

The greateft part of the merchandizes belonging to the company, 
which were in the fort when taken, were found remaining without 
detriment ; for this part of the plunder had been referred for the 
Nabob ; but every thing of value belonging to the inhabitants had 
been removed out of the fottlement : fome of the beft houfos had 
been -demoliflied, and others damaged by fore; in the middle of die 
fort a mofque was eroded with the materials of foveral buildings 
which had been puHcd down to make room for it ; but no alterations 
had been made in the fortification. About 50,000 of the Indian 
inhabitant? had returned to their dwellings during the government 
of Monickchund ; they were indeed moftly of die lower ranks of 
people ; for his rapacity had deterred fuch as were' known to hive 
property from trufting themfolvcs within his reach. 

Whatsoever joy die Enghfh inhabitants might feel at their rcfto- 
rarion to the town, it was loon allayed by the contemplation of the 
ruined (late of their habitations, and of the poverty to which they 
were reduced, having no means, to procure themfolves fubfiftence, but 
their ufual allowances from the company. 

Mr. Drake, notwithffapding his adverfities, had retained fome cor- 
refpondents, and the company’s money fome (pies, from whom he 
received intelligence as foon as he arrived at Calcutta, that the town 
of Hughky was in great confoernarion, and that it wbold be fome 
time before the Nabob's array would march from Mftxadavad ; upon 
which the committee refolved to attack Hughky vtithbat delay. The 
tweoty-guu (hip, the fbop-of war, and dime ether reflets, were ap- 
pm^eflNjff this forvice ; and ob board of dpit<iidhukd 1 yoBttm t 
peana,' bring thofe of Adlercron's regimebi^lvith aoo Sepoys (they 
Anted ob the 4th of January, and hopedto reach Hugh ky %> one 

tide; 
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tide; but the twenty-gun lhip (buck upon a fand-baok, whichsdtop- 175 7. 

ped their progrefs for five days. On the 10th they arrived at i ^ ' 
Hughity. •: .. Jmm7 ' 

This town lieth about 13 miles above Calcutta, adjoining to the 
north part of the Dutch fcttlement of Chinehura, from Whence it 
extends three miles on the bank of the river : at the northern extre- 
mity of the town is a fort, winch was at this time garrifoned fay 
2000 men; 3000 more had been font from Muxadavad to guard the 
town, but thefr retreated as loon as the Englifli troops landed ; re- 
maining however within a few miles. The veflels battered the fort 
until night ; and although the breach was fcarcely practicable,, it was 
determined to Horns it before break of day. A fidfe attack was maA> 
at the main gate, whillt Captain Coote with the other divifkm, accom- 
panied by fomc failors, m ou nted the breach before they were diicovercd 
by the garrifon, who no loaner law the Engliih on the ramparts, than 
all of them quitted their polls, and fled out of the. lefler gate. Three 
Europeans and ten Sepoys were killed in the attack. On the. rath 
Captain Coote, with- 50 Europeans, and too Sepoys, marched to die 
Bandell, a large village three miles north of the fort,, where they 
deftroyed feveral granaries of rice, and in their return were fur- 
rounded in the village by the fugitive gatrilbn, and the troops which 
had been font from Muxadavad, from whom they difengaged them- 
folves without lofing a mao- On the i6tha party proceeded in boats 
fome miles to the northward* and deftroyed feveral more granaries 
on eac h fide of the river, and on the 19th the Europeans, with the 
(mailer vqfiels, returned. to-Calcutta. 

During this expedition to Hughity, news arrived from Aleppo, that 
war had been declared between Great Britain and France in the pre- 
ceding month of May. There wcrqjOQ. Europeans, and a train of 
ieii artillery at Chandemagore ;.jgtd the fried committee of Calcutta 
expedpd that they would ifmws^stely join the Nabob, wi^t Whom,. 
k:WP«t$)OMgW,. that the I^b&force, great as it was, would then 
W fn twt, * a '°d fois ‘^&rluafioa they determined to treat 

wi^i^foa* . '^I^W^qgiy <^£nael <Clm> wrote a letter to the 
$(0U requeflapgthcna to ad .as. mediators ; but 0 cun 

S : o£ 
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of dfe attack upon Hughlcy arming at the (tine time* eacafperated 
the Nabob and all his officers fo much, that he immediately began 
his march, and the Seals were afraid to appear as friends to the 
Engliih; they however deputed their aldeft Bgeitt Rungeet Roy to 
attend the Nabob, and ordered him to correfpond with Cofonai Clive. 
The merchant Omkhund likewife ac companied the Nabob’s army. 
Tliis man, anxious to recover his fluttered fortunes, had followed 
him from Calcutta to Muxadavad, where ingratiating Irimfetf with 
Moonloll, who although no public mmlfter, had more influence than 
all of them together, he foon acquired a d eg re e of confidence and 
intimacy with the Nabob himfelf ; who neverthelefs reftored with 
a very iparing hand his eflefts which had been fitted in the general 
plunder and confifcation of the Engliih prope rt y . Omkhund being 
likewile proprietor of moft of the bell houfes, and having many 
other intends in Calcutta, was felicitous to regain his farmer in- 
fluence amougft the Engliih, by promoting the pacification. 

In the mean time the Engliih had not been negligent in making 
preparations to oppofe the Nabob’s approach to Calcutta, for they had 
fortified a camp with feverd outpoft* around it, about a mite to die 
northward of the town, and half a mile from the bank of die rivet. 
Thefituatkm was well chaffcn ; for a large lake, which catattcnceth 
about two tAiles to die eaftwani of the Morattoe ditch, and adjoins 
to marlhes which extend to the fea, rendered it impoffihte for an 
enemy coming from the northward to enter the company’s territoiy 
without puffing in fight of the camp jand- at the end of the month 
the field artillery of the army was com pkar ed by the arrival of the 
Marfborough, which bad the greeted part on board. On the 30th, 
die Nabob’s army began to oofs the river, about itf mites above 
Hughley. Thekappraach immediately deterred the vfegers from 
bringing any mom provifions either to the town or camp, tnddti 
the natives who had been hired for the feiviccsof dm «my, defatted . 

of bullocks ^k ooodiMiedi ande thadtwa t but o ne hoiy 

Howpvvc, the apprehenfkms of the d»^<^|lBlip6fe 

tn a great* meafure removed ; for thejr, instead or dth twOtha, 

which 



wllch it.wa* certainly, delay^M 

{Mai ha&thpir affiftfoce, *n<ipwg©Gsd ! t xMfce Ekgti£h, tha^tiw;’ *»o 
nabobs Ihould eogqp by treaty l«* liofti%M qpmfk’mh 

other in Bengal during the cobtinoaaci of ’foe. war m finropp. 
Neverthelefs, CoJqnel Clive defpaired '^J&osif^er 
though unaffiflpd ty foe French force £t»d. yielding to , fo^^efe* 
of Rungeet Roy, wrote a tetts*jp the Nabob on the 30th of Ja* 
nuary propofirig peaces The,, Nabob', aafawed with exprcflkms of 
cordiality; but continued |u» m^pch. 4#. be affM^acheft, ah Hrrae, 
nian, named Petrus, brought abdcarriedfeyeral mafoget; and on the 
ad of February, the Nabob defired to. Confer with deputies, and 
promifed to fend paffports ter them hi the evening,; bait nopaflports . 
came; and the neat morning at day-ht^ -the villages to the 
nortb-eaft were feen in fltenes, and. foon aftef the yap of few 
army appeared advancing in fuM njateh towards Calcutta. ? Their 
way was along a high ««d, which runs for a mite north and foutfc, 
until it reaches the head of the lake, where was a bridge of ma- 
fonry, from whence the rand turns tod continues in the direction of 
eaft and weft, ahnoft m a ftreigh^ hne .ftw two miles until it joins 
che H, a. part of the MOrattoe ditch ; ib that if the bridge had been 
retrenched* and a de ta c hment with two' ^eld-pieces ported there, 
the cusof muft have peBed between foie Joft and the camp : but 
Gbtenel Clive, ftettepa te* ^-wi^ii^tl^niii^Bing^ divide his force, 
aqataUy fo to break etf «te, m gg d t fo»' Wi me Nabob, fullered 
the troopa h» fight to pate nnntotefted; nfoofpr^thei^elves with- 
autthe Merattoe ditch, tod ajtodyoftbeir Leech* r, or plunderers, 

nfoo aaaiijhwd with dul»,. : pa^'«j». theoana^finy** J*iiwqtd«nt 
r**^ mi arteckrd the. houfoa^foe nativne '.in' foeftotthem part 
offoejjwfe^.bd t a detachment had bee^ pofte^et Pfcmng’s 

1 »^ *P f ^ i> ». <| v i . | te3 1 w wrm w. jfl*- 

SmU * <M iami *p« 

,'as e« W Mw<w «aprw g »» | ,f. 

i|g$ped{’Hid in the after- 
toofoe, began 4o intrench 
hand of foe road, midway., 
between 
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t ttw c cn the bridge and the Morattoe ditch, andabout a mile ana ar 
hdfto the fbuth-caft of camp. On tide iafoit, Coloinafc 

OBve immediately marched with the greakft partof hb troops, and 
fix field-pieces ; as they agptooched, the enemy find upon them from- 
nine pieces of auiMi^;«tt[lfeva^ bodies of their cavaby drew up 
on each fide ofvthe gatd&yof which the attack apprised fo ha- 
zardous, that' taive reftri&ed flle action taa cannonade, which con- 
tinued ouljr-anJ&bux, thafthe troop* might regain the camp before 
ink ; dinee fej ii ayr arid tir6iadlkqMaen were kited, and about ten/ 
of the eneisftbdrfe 

The next morning* the 'main bedy of the enemy's army appeared: 
advancing in the fame road as thevan had paffed* and a letter was 
received fount the Nabob, defiring that the deputies would come to- 
Nabob-gunge, a village fix miles to the north of the camp : on> 
which Mr. WaUh and- Mr. Scrafion were immediately font ; who 
when they arrived at Nsbob*g t» ge» fount* that die Nabob had' 
qdittc&it focae bouts before ; « whicht fcfc fidkrwed in the track- 
of the army* and in the /evamng amvedatlva quarters, which he 
had taken up in a garden belonging tq^Qmiehund, firuatad in^the 

-t A ^ ^ -ww -J< tv a 


line t bkf were ttwufter 

RgjrdooiOh* whb fit(|«l^g idsa they Wftftd ti to ftBtBmm the- 
Nabob, d e fie d! to (ixamqie'whetbcir thcyhad p t ficte coaccalcd, and ' 
then iufifled dur they fhouNmot thei# fword* r bnt fimfing tfcat 
they w au Mn o t fidwiktotfatt fa ami Us tia nT hetxinduaieddremtD^Mi 
Durbar; where 

afl his of. inferior- d«gmc, foch « 

were -of thnl|ii|pi fritimyvadbwethc greatefo tswrioMcf ^oai^r 
in four ooumwiW*,had Ntrerffe beett fo la ft a d '46' dpa^kjoii- this 
o c cafion; who, «%w(^iimr terrible, wuredreB^mthkk 
.Bided garment*, w^K^|liretv'lidiilu* 'and/^atidg 

Ijfr 

for e*e ring the compu^ ^^ 

Cfivtwith oBert of peace, 1 '-aftt* 

« 




SvmjMt DfrWfcdHfc 




and difinxAed AaAedepufiet were 

chund, who bid been ptefcnt 'ai&e andjiatf, adrifisd* 
care of themftlves; '*ddmg, wiA a vtry s .^p^ftow%' -IwA# 

Nabob’s cannon wa* : riot yef ' Conte ' up; 

that the Nabob intended to detain ^iken^bE&sen^ ordered nor at* 
tendaats to exdngutfli their lgghte£ mAhMmi oi gtsng tttAfcrtant 
of the Duan, haftened along Aft b ig hyr ead nroa Ae Mbrattoe 
ditch to Perring’s redoubt, and from thefice to (4 m -camp. 

Their report determined Cototeit Clivota attack the Nabob’ s damp 
in the morning. At nudnight dooliuhn^ anned With firelocks were 
landed from the (hips of wpr; die battalion jfif «• Europeans worn 
650, the artilleiy-men too, the Sepoys 8oa» tke fijMfiKW'.i fix- 
pounders. The order of marchwas a line advancing ' in htffi&es, 
that is three mm abreaft : half the Sepoy* marched bdbre, and half 
behind the battalion of Europeans ;in th* tear were the field-pieces 
with the artilleiy-men and La fcar s, and ' dL the jailors. To kflea 
the incumbrance of carriages, Awe being ad bullock* to draw them, 
the Lafcars carried theamiPunirionof rhefiekl-pkces onthdr heads; 
and to deter them from fifiifjng away theu kttds and taking flight, 
Aey were guarded on tdl fidea ft f a pait of the tutors ; other fiulors 
were allotted *b dbrwjhe field%*«jw^'imdsfi» toft of them marched 
aatbcy could, immediately hdrod^i^aaar ' ifi ^ B iw r ^.^8poys ; Colo- 
nel Clive kept in Ae fmddlnii^^hiiitiiipn^ army, 

a part,wiA Ae gependMeer JafBar, wa rn wi th in Aefifcn-ftttne ditch; 


*73fr& 

L _ ..A 

jfeuwfry. 


toAeNabbb/wfeo lay Afi»jr btit miWhAegrcattfr?partencamped 


IfilMiiWI fipteh and At lake, 
tteAn,wfcli©ut meAod or order. 




Ill tfaegrouad bo* 
±& Wk &Sm the dawn ofday, 
W&W1K flationedinAe 
kwh front: Ae bridge 
Thefe guards, after 
feme rockets, ran away: but 
one of Ao Sepoys, 
Si fi* 
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fatdne to toe fduigc^ which* blowing ap, amtaranicatodtoe mi£ 
chief tofevcral atom, and toHbead of catching ton direthrew the 
whole drvi&an into canfufion : fortunately naneof toerotfemy were 
at hand to take advantage of it, and CajtttthtCoare^wfto marched ar 
the head of toegnedadiera, immediately in toe i tor of toe Sepoys, 
rallied them ; aad&eftoled theiine of march. By thiatonte it waaday- 
light, where a very ririckfbg, peculiar to toe mandagl of fhis feafon 
of de jtto h lie|ai tDOverfptad tke gnond. The line 

proceeded without 'farther in ter ru ption, until they came oppofite to 
Onuchumfa garden, when they heard the found of borfe coining 
upon them on toe foU.gtoop fxunrtbe right; on which they halted. 
This cavalry wan a fcbdtjr of Parana excellently mounted, and fit* 
tkwedas afecutguard to the Utoab, under that part of the Moraatoe 
dtch, which enckdea Omicfaumfs garden : they were fudered to 
come within thirty yard* before the lme gave fire, which fell heavy, 
and killing manyof tom, toe reft iafttohr deeded in great coo* 
dvfitm. Th &Bttoi po te d d conftantly firing 

on either hand ; whilft the fi eld p ieoet ' ibtoe tor fired fingie haUa 
fa re d , hut oUkpiely «atpredh.«tt cadfa^fidh of the line; but -all 
without any irnmndhir id^adlf- for the fog prevented any aauftata 
faring beyond toe gtoire4'ew , «^Beh' ha-'llad.^ About a mile to toe 

faft of toh cOftotty, With a ditch on Aach fibil hto fam the 
eaft t»d»|fatDoe ditch, aadacreft ^dntoBtoom^pfay'i'tereitDty.- 


to attack toe Nafioift ^mifaiiat toe garihm : botaa&doaa toe left 


tong the eanfireiiy,^tot [llfa ip face i ■ in too rear, *miire1fljpre - 
fare, continuing to tohtolfareto- -lrilto dj torewl jf toatorapoa which 
the whole (firifion fapfa^l " ~ “ “ " ' ^ 

«*at»mufeway, iod riWUh ^p r wi re fa * 
ari fa »^dtdcnovd ng whldfato^-' AH ' 
kntl dire, he ordered the whole- 
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capfeway, but to iudt i mm eift w c iy aftmthey bad paged it, intend^ i 7^. 
ing to form them ini&iQme di^ofotaon, proper to fformtfce fife ; 

brought tbe Whtfo; tcgfAhar io^ <me>ht«gulaf ^e^ aodwhilft *****1 
Colonel Clive was waiting ftrtihe retum of ttyopr c hr*e 'tafffogrs, 
whom he hail font to examine the hamrnrfryfhri rimpiTt^Vij^ 
peftedly affiuledby adifcharge from two pittn of l^ycmv^lds^ed 
with langrain, andaaouated within 200 yard*, upon a fiaafi baflfon 
of the Morattoe ditch, to the- tight o^thebairicade, which killed 
and difabled aa Europeans ; another dahharge foon fotknptid, with 
lefs, but, however, with fonae. effect. This annoy auceinftantly over- 
fet the reiblution of ftorqiingthe pifoj and the line imracdiatety 
began to extend itfelf again, a« well te^re&nt the feweft bodies tb 
the cannonade, as to gain without <hhty a broad high road, which, 
about half a mile to the fouth ofthe eaufeWay; erodes the 'Morattoe 
ditch into the company’s territotyy and #*en joins theavemJe leading 
to the fort of Calcutta. But that -progrefs was new continually it? 
tarded by the exceffive labour arid difficulty of traniportingthe field- 
'pieces ; for the ground between.the cnfonjr add the road was laid 
OsoJIbfinall rice fields, eath of whidhwas enclofed by a foparate 
blflPnhthat the fieM-pieces ectfld ©alybe drawn along the ditches 
between the banka, andwere therefore at. every field in a different 
direftibn: fometh*fcs,lil6«W^^ nfeteffary to raife them over 

the baitfu inwrtfcefitjd, mOi^ W'rtjpuHathe enemy’* cavalry ; who 
after nine o'clock, when «h» fog ijlbued, Wefe difcovtred threaten- 
ing to the left; ever and iifon alvancia^ fo near, that it was necef- 
ftry to detach platoans frem thehtte tb repuife then!;' In die mean 
tune the fire ofthe enediy’stwb ^grtmued, and a 

quartar of'a itnk tothefoUth : of 4fcafip ••&*> ' ett# - pieces began 
flhhtivlfo'' W annoy* the ■ fine firatn^ffhe rampart. - • At ten, 
afor mtoh fatigue and ttdion, the^ tibbjw, hewing abandoned two 
bf tho fosW-pieces, whith. down; arrived, and formed 

' - t body 'of horfe 

tedoftndthe paffage acrofs the 


Sat, 
and 

bodies Of cavalry likewife 
*ith aatoit courage than thofe id 
2 front, 
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and prefled hard upon one of die field-piece®, which wa* 
gallantly relcucd by Enfign Y orke, with a phioon of Adlerc ton’s 
regiment. The fire of a few other platoons tfifpeHed the enemy in 
front ; and die troops being now within the company's territory, 
might have proceeded along theeoad on the irt fi d c of the ditch, 
quite up to Omtchund*s garden, where the Nabob fti&rcmained, 
lurroimded hy a large body of cavalry ; but Colonel Clive thinking 
that they had already endured too much fatigue, continued match- 
ing (height along the avenue to the iort, where they arrived about 
noon. Twenty-ioven of the hattafion, u failors, and 18 Sepoys 
were killed, and 70 -of the battalion, .with u failors, and 35 Sepoys, 
were wounded; two captains of the Company’s troops, Pye and 
Bridge*, and Mr. Belcher, the decretory of Colonel Clive, were 
killed ; Mr. Ellis, a fa&or, who with other young men in 

the mercantile fervice of the company, iep|W « a volunteer, loft bis 
leg . by a cannon balL The g rease d pi^f this miichief was done 
by the fiwupiecm of cannon of the Morattoe ditch. 

In the evening the troths returned to thjfcunp, paging 
town along the (beets ocaieft to the "jjfrr, ohmI part 
within a quarter of a snle^ftiu ftathn^f the enemy, 
molcft 



which hod been fuft t m e d , and, the al^ n^jiitjky had been 
e*p#Mr aa they thought, so wery Ijga parpofe, blamed their com- 
«Hed ( #^*«»i ««Kwmd. It was ne- 

wthdeft Dcce&nr, . ^wdl^io ^ c*RS***fc* enemy that their (hr* 
mer insanity didnot 'fwoA ^ is becaufe the difficulty 

of obtaining hour whilft the Nabob re- 
mained (b near INkVhras ill conceited 1 . (brthetroof* 

ought to haw aflctqfcfed JiBrning’s redoubt, which is, not half a 
mile from Omichtm^|iipm t to which they might ha* matched 
the redopbc, ma^fpacioo* am d, , , jyMa admitting 


* 511 # |5 men . 

aocp cf matchlocks from (fin*. 

twuld not aft; but their right wouM^jilie Uw 


to the 
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*ad*$prt of the Morattoe ditch, contiguous to wh«k die road lies; * 757 * 
and theiPonly danger would have been in front, from talks ofca- 
valry, and the discharge of what pieces of cannon die enemy had 
got near the garden. 

The Nabob*# army was much more di&cattened than the Engliflv 
They had lofl-aa officers of diftin&ion, 600 common men* four ele- 
phants, 500 horfes, fome camels, and a great number of bullocks. 

The Nabob himlelf having never before been fb near the tumult of' 
a battle, regarded the attack of his camp as an effort of uncommon, 
intrepidity, accufed all his own officers of c owa rdi ce, and would have 
immediately retseated out of the c om pa ny ** territory, bad they not 
promi&d to 1 be better prepared in future. Acco r d in gly his whole* 
army pefled the fucceeding night On the watch, .firing cannon and- 
raufketry until day-light, in order to encourage theprielves, and to 
deter the Englifh from attacking them again* 

The next morning Rungeet Roy* by the Nabob's order, wrote a 
letter to Colonel Clive, complaining of the hoftiliries which he had 
committed \ but making propofals of peace. To which Colonel Clive, 
in a letter to the Nabob himfolf, replied** that he had marched 
through his camp with no other intention than to convince him of 
what the Englifh troops were capable, who* he laid, had cautioufly 
hurt nonet excepting fiich as had oppofed them ; but that he was 
willing to renew the negotiation. • The Nabob, inftead of refen ting . 
rite fee flj ordered* Rnngee$ Jftby to continue the cotrafpondence ; and 
under the pretence of a&ing confiffcently with his profeffions of peace, ■ 
moved his whole army, and encamped about three miles to the 
north epft of the lake. They pafled in fight of the Englifh camp, 
and wareaguh Suffered to proceed without molefiarion. 

MetetgesrfnegotMmon cwninued, brought and carried by Omi- 
riumdrind Vfungeet Roy ; and, on the 9th of February, a treaty was 
afedphiof die following pigeth * The Nabob agreed co reftore 
- M dbch of the plundered effoSU 

**- -«ndmffi& as bad* been regularfy brought to account in the books 
“ offebt^mphnam.. He p ertaine d the Englifh to fortify Calcutta 
'♦♦.'in whfftOHir msnnrUhrip. Should think expedient; allowed them 

•* to 
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to com gold and filver in a mint of their own; exempted all 
“ merchandizes palling with their Dujhuks or paftports, from tax, 

- “ fee, or impofition ; permitted them to take pofleflion of the thirty- 
* l eight villages, of which the grant had been obtained by die cm* 

bally in 1717, from the Emperor Furrukfhir;*and in general 
“ confirmed all the privileges which had been granted to them by 
“ former emperors ever fince their firft arrival in the province.’* 
The oaths of the Nabob, Meer Jamer and Roydoolnb, were the only 
pledges or fecurity for the execution of the treaty. 

On the 1 ith die Nabob removedSl few miles farther to the north, 
and the next day dent the ufual ferpaws or prefents of drefles to Ad- 
miral Watfon and Colonel Clive, by Rungeet Roy and Omichund, 
and propofed an alliance offenfive and defenfive againft all enemies. 
This propofel was accepted without hefitation, and the article rati- 
fied was font back the feme day by Omichund, who wa6 likewife 
intruded by Colonel Clive to found if the Nabob would permit the 
Englifh to attack the French fettlcment of Chandcmagore ; for 
there was time before the (etting in of the fouthern monfoon. The 
Nabob detefled the idea ; but, dreading an immediate renewal of 
hoftilities, temporized ; and pretending that Mr. Bufly from the 
Decan, and a fquadron from Pondicherry, were coining to Bengal, 
he requefted that the EnghfH would prevent diem from entering his 
dominions ; and, as a farther difguife, he requefted ao Englifh gun- 
ners to ferve in his own artillery ; Ik likewife recommended, that 
Mr. Watts might be appointed the company's representative at his 
court ; choofing lum from a p e rfua fion that he was a meek man, 
without guile. The next day he continued his march to Muxsdavad, 
and Colonel Clive baring received no pofitive injundSan tor the con- 

- trary from the Nabob, determined to profocute die enterprise againft 
.Chandemagore. Accordingly, on the 18th, the Englifh troops 
.crofted the river a few mites above Calcutta, and encamped on the 
oppofite (bore ; but before that time the Ftendr'||fi^iS ,; ^e alarm, 
and by repeated letters baited on the MifejitJ * 4 #%* valued Ms own 
fafety, to prated their fettlement ; their winttihgert foetid titt jdl 

.arrived at Augadeep, 40 mites fouth of Mtomdavad, whetfefoftted, 

■■land * 
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and' immediately wrote a letter, peremptorily commanding the Eng- 
lish’ to defifl from their intention. 

In the mean time Mr. Watts let out for Muxadavad, and with W!m 
were lent the artillery-men requeued by the Nabob ; he was likewife 
accompanied by Omichund, whole conduct ih the late negotiation 
had effaced the impreffion of former imputations, infbmuch that 
Mr. Watts was permitted to coiifultand employ him without referve 
on all occaiions. They flopped on the 18th near Hughley, where 
Omichund difcovered that a meflenger frbm the Nabob had arrived 
the day before with a prefent of 100,000 rupees to the government 
of Chandcmagore ; that the governor of .Hughley, Nuncomar, had 
received orders to afiift the French, in cafe the Englifh fhould attack 
them ; and that a detachment of the Nabob's army was marching 
from Augadeep to reinforce the troops at Hughley ; on which Omi- 
chund vifited Nuncomar, and by pompous reprefentations of the 
Englifh force, by affu ranees of their protection and favour, and the 
promife of x 2,000 rupees to be paid aa fbon as Chandernagpre fhould 
be won him over to (heir interefls ; a finking inflance of the 

extreme venality which prevails even amongfl the highefl ranks in 
In dftft a" ; for the annual emoluments of the Phoufdar amounted to 
x 50,000 rupees. On the aifl. Watts and Omichund arrived at 
Augadeep t when the Nabob immediately font for Omichund, and, 
exprefling much indignation at the intention of the Englifh to at- 
tack Chandcmag ore, commanded him to anfwer fha&ly whether 
they intended to maintain , or tojbreak, the treaty. Omichund told 
V p d m the Englifh were famous throughout the world for their 
good faith i infomuch that a man in England, who on any occafioa 
told a lye, was utterly difgraced, and never after admitted to the fo- 
oety oftii former friends and acquaintance* then calling in a Bra- 
who chanced to be attending near the tent, he put his hand 
on (heBcaoMn's foot, a form of .oath amongfl the Geatpos, and 
fwore, tJxarthe Eagadh woukdustfwr break the treaty. The Nabob, 
fowxehkifl qpfol by fbfopa declaration, faid he would re- 
voke the etdacs be mi given. toMecr Jaffier, to march with half 
the army tnChandemagore; and jnftru&ed Omichund to allure 
Vol. IL T Colonel 
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ifSJ. Colonel Clive, that the troops which had marched two days before, 
T Am * '* wcre not i ntcn< kd 10 a A>ft the French. The next day he received a 
‘ letter from Colonel Clive, alluring him that he would not commit 
hoftiliries again A the French without his confcnt; on which he con- 
tinued his march to Muxadavad. 

Nevertheless, Mr. Watts and Omichund did ndt defpair of ob- 
taining his pemriflion ; and on their arrival at Muxadavad, praltiled 
with (rich of the favourites and minifters as could promote the fuc- 
cefs of their applications. Their iblicirations created much anxiety 
and agitation in the court, where the French, from various cauies, 
had many friends. Monickchund, and ieveral other officers of note, 
had fhared largely of the fpoil of Calcutta, and being convinced that 
nothing tvould render the Englifh lb formidable to the Nabob, as 
the red u A ion of Chnndemagore, expelled to be called upon to re- 
fund their plunder as foon as that evsfct Ihould happen : Coja 
Wazeed managed the greateft part of the French trade in Bengal 
with great profit to himfelf; and, to the Seats Moorabray and 
Roopchund, the government of Chandemagorc was indebted a 
million and a half of rupees. Thde various- inter efts concurred in 
counteracting the 'practices and petitions of Mr. Watts and Omi- 
chund, and the remonftrances of Colonel Clive. The Nabob en- 
couraged all the intrigues which were employed on both foies ; and 
even often exprefled himfelf to Mr. Watts and Omichund in terms 
which implied permiffion ; but every letter which he wrote to Co- 
lonel Clive, and Scarce a day pdU without one, pofitively forbade 
the attack. With thde contradictions he kept the Eog&fh pouo- 
cils in fufpence until the end of February, when he received in- 
telligence that an army of Fitans had taken Delhi, and in t ended to 
conquer the eaftern provinces of the empire. Tins apt** ftuck him 
with fo much conftemation, that he immediately difetched a letter 
to Colonel Clive, requeftioghis affiftence a ga in# ihH i m a gina ry i»- 
vafipn of hts own dominions, aadofind 40 jffiowa hundred thoo- 
fand rupees a month for the evpeaoes of ffov Bnglifl i troops, > 

The government of Chandemagom, >'Jt the fametjjlfe <|j|p4h£y 
were fcdficiting the protection of tM Mrireb, peoftoutad thflir nego- 
tiation 
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nation with, the Eaglifo at Calcutta* where the faleft. committal, 1757* 
having, li trie hopes of obtaining the Nsbob’s.coufeat to attack, them, 
contented to. a>< treaty of neutrality and' pacification in Bengal, and 
agreed that! it fhould be guaranteed by the Nabob: but wheuail 
points feetaed to be adprited, Mr. Watioa refu fed bis concurrence, 
becaufe the aft of Chandemagpre was not obligatory on Pondicherry ; 
whereas Calcutta treated without reference to a fuperior power, Co- 
nonel Clive was at this time become more anxious than any one to 
conclude the treaty, and infilled, that Admiral Watfon fhould either 
ratify it, or proceed immediately againft Chandcraagere, without 
waiting for the Nabob’s confent. The Admiral' rejefting the alter- 
native, altercations eu&ed, which delayed the execution of the treaty, 
until Clive received the Nabob’s invitation no march to his affiflance 
again ft the Pitans. On the fame day a boat from Ingftee brought in- 
telligence of the arrival of three flups from Bombay, under the com- 
mand of Commodore James, which had on board three companies 
of infantry, and one of artillery, and that the Cumberland, of 74 
guns, which had parted from the fleet in the pafiage from Madrais, 
was arrived in the road- of Ballafore. With fucli additions the En- 
glifh force was deemed capable of taking Chandemagore, although 
protofted by the Nabob’s army : Colonel Clive therefore immediately 
difmifled the French deputies, who were then with him, waiting to 
figs the treaty, which was even written nut fair, and which they 
fuppofed had been iotirely concluded : he at the famerime wrote to 
the Nabob, that he would join him as foon as the news concerning 
the approach of the Pitans fhould be verified, and that he fhould in 
the ineai rime proceed as far as Chandemagoce. Accordingly the 
troops quitted their encampment oppofoeto Calcutta on the 7th of 
M a rch , , while the artillery proceeded in boa ts, advancing flowty, Mircb. 
that tbit Southey detachment migbt heve tune to come up the river, 
before they entered the French hasto. In the interval the Nabob 
wnshq^vqfittjby ^s dreed M the Pitans and.the representations of 
Nunconuu, vritoeonfotoriy ekawrihim «h«« the Englifh had no 
hoflile intentions, Jfewthriefo** Adariiil Watfon refuted to attack 
ttoFeench tmril the ceerimt of rite- NriMbwes obtained; to whom, 

T 2 however, 




Ths Was of Bskgal. Bod: VHL 

how ever , he reprcfented, that the government of Chandernagore 
little deferred his favour, fince they had made ufe of his name to 
fan&ify a treaty which they had no power to conclude ; and com- 
plained at the fame time, with fome menaces, that. he had neither 
made any reftifution, nor accomplifhed any other part of Ins tr eat y 
with die EnglHh. The Nabob, perplexed with the angry ftyle of 
Mr. Watfon’s letter, made trie of thefe words in his anfWer : If 

“ an enemy comes to you and implores your mercy with a clear 
“ heart, bh life fhould be (pared ; but if you miftruft his finccrity, 

“ aft according to the time and oecafion.” This letter was. fearoely 
difpatched before his favourites made him change hk mind, and 
write others positively forbidding the attack ; but Mr. Watfon, 
coniidering this contradi&ion as an indignity, ordered the (hips 
to move. 

The fettlement of Chandernagore, like that of Calcutta, oon fi fted 
of a ter rito ry, a town inhabited by the natives, another by the French, 
and a fort. The territory, beginning from the fouthem limits of 
the Dutch fettlement of Chinch ura, extended two miles along dm 
bank of the river, and about one and a half inland. The fort was 
fituated nearly at an equal diftance, bet w e en the north and (both 
extremity of this t e rr ito ry, and about 30 yards from the river. It 
*wa* a (quart of about 130 yards, with four batons, each mounting 
10 guns r feveral more were mounted in different parts of the ram- 
parts, and eight upon a ravelin* which ftoodon the margin of the 
river, before the gateway of the weftern curtain : all thefe were heavy 
cannon, fwm t went y-four to thirty-two pounders ; and forof (matter 
calibre were pleated on die terras of a church within die fort*, which 
overlooked the walls. The French* after they received ialdfigfence 
of the declaration of war, had begun to dig a ditch, hid demoUfhed 
all the buddings which (food within too yank of die walls, end 
ufcd die ruins to form • gjbek ;■ but neithra^be ttttolrnor the glad! 
wens completed : to thefe dsfeAs^Hhey had crofted feveeat 
batteries without die verge of the gladl#l|ilrie>W three guns before 
the grid leading to Chindrara ; anotherof four, m e : b^'twd 
leading from the weftward to die north' face of tbefott ts the 
3, fouth- 



B&ok VIL ‘ 411 

fouthtoutl they had four batteries, three of which* vre&ijn the join- 1 757., 

cipal (beets leading to the fort, and the other cfofe to the river, 
about 150 yards fouth of the fort* commanded a narrow put of 
the channel, in which fevcral (hips hadbeen funk, in order to (fop 
the pafiage of the xttn-of w^r. The garrifon confided of 600 Eu- 
ropeans, and 500 Sepoys ; bat only 300 of the Europeans were re-i 
gular troops, the reft being inhabitants of the town and ftilors. 

They likewife expe&ed the affiftance of the troops belonging to 
Hughley, of which a part were already ftationed withm their 
bounds ; but Nuncomar fulfilled his promife to Omkfomd, and re- 
called thefe troops as (bon as the EngUfo appeared in fight, .olledg- 
ing to the Nabob, that he had withdrawn diem in order to greferve 
the ftandard of the province from the dbgrece to winch it would in- 
evitably have been exposed, by aftifting the French againft fofupe- 
rior a force as that which was come, to attack them. 

The detachment from Bombay haring joined, Colonel Clive' com- 
menced hoftilities on the 14th of March, in order to avoid the ap- 
portion of the batteries in the fbuthero part of the: town, foe troops 
entered the French limits from the weftward, along die high road 
leading to the north face of the fort ; detachments. from the garrifeto, 
were placed m the thickets on either hud, who- flrirmifhed until 
three in the afternoon* and then retired to the battery in the road, 
which lay under command of the north-weft baftfon- The E n giifh . 

60m feverel houfes near continued to fire ppotuth? battery with, 
their (mall arms until night,, when the enemy (piked up ihe. cannon,, 
and retreated into the fort. The defortioa of dfo battery rendered 
the othsc fourto the (buth, eaceptfogth^en thejhr^ of the rivpr*. 
of no ufo* and expofod them all to be.t^ken. in. roe rest,, omen foe. 
retreat of their guards to, die fiat would be cut, 0 (t? to prevent 
wfcach their guns and nxn wree^sedfod tpfy morning, 

before the Enghfo troops wtpnm nitaidt.fo intereegt foem; it noon- 
dm^odfifo my took 

ofthegarrifoa. Thf rich uawrenpfcyed/ brhrmging up the artd- 
lory audftores,, and the next daytfecy began to fire mufketry from 

kL — 
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ffiefbps of the hbufes, and to throw (hells ffoito fttne Cfchoms, and 
a thirteen inth-mortar; this annoyance continued M the itch: the 
next day a battery was begiiri behind forme ruins, OppofiTe die touch 
face of the s. s. baftion, and; at the fame time, mounted throe 
pieces of drthdfr ort the chewy's batt e ry clofefb 1 the river, turning 
them agaiitft^e ibuth flank and fifce of the north ^eaft haftion: this 
day the flops, Kent, Tygeri’ ind Snlifbury, arrived from Calcutta, 
and an cho re d shout a mile below the fort. The navigation had been 
extremely d Bf fi hrft, but conduced with extreme precaution and (kill 
by Captain Speke, Who commanded rile Kent. On the aoth the 
fire fromtfaHfert fifcnced rife three gunaOn the battery clofe to the 
rivet, anfl oh fhe 21ft they beat downat houfe near the other, the 
rums ' of which • buried feme men, notie of whom, however, were 
jhortaify hurf. The next day this battery was compleated, and the 
other repaired : not thore than zomen* Europeans and Sepoys, had 
bMK 3 MaiMf Wtandedin Ml thefe operations. In the mean time 
the turtVow channel between the (hips and the fort had been dili- 
ftmriy founded, anditwssfoundthat the vefleta which 
fended toofc#r«ft their peflage, had ndt bean funk, in the-piopar 
place. Et^ry thing being roady on fhore, it was determined to at- 
tick with the fldpS the nett dtp t and, indeed, nedmwtito be 
toft ; fWllfcte’Wabob Adding hittfdf deoewed^ had centtiurdly dif- 
pOht fed meifengertt, of wboro fix arrived in one dry, with letters 
c ntfn a h fa| the in very Imperious and mtwaring terms to 

difednrinoe the ddA; he had KkewHe lent forward** part of his 
army under the command of tboydeolub, who, having advanced 
^ 01 iha fcvVW^^/ibdtcdin^fix^^ 

dnfMHtar; alluring him that’ the French wduWfur- 
.render before he codtfl d r ri lfet fr their affiflancc. v ’ r<* 

During this interval, tbr <Simberiand, in whtehrildtairal Pocoek 
' arrived pf thgeiee: Offer MmiWtfie fluid off 
. . : iiepBt^b dumb*** 

m^ssotsS^stst 

toTrw^tttatn, where he found 

founded. 
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founded, of beiag attacked by M. Buffy ; and landed ninety of 175^ 
the Company's troop*, to reinforce their garrifon. From hence, v, Mm 2 J' 
as the cuneuts (HU continued, ftrang from the Norward, he 
failed for intelligence to Madras's, where, at the requeft of the 
prefidency, he landed the reft, one hundred more, and received 
the fame number of failor* belonging to the fquadron, which 
had recovered in the hofpital. There ftiU remained on board 90 rank 
and file, who were of Adlercron’s regiment, and they returned with 
the (hip to Ingelee, where the report from Calcutta Ugwficd, that the 
three other men of war with Admiral Watfon were^procCedfog from 
thence to Chandernagorc, of which the attack might he expe&ed 
every day. There was no time to cany die fhip up the liver; 
for the pilotage at this feafon requires feveeal; nor were any 
boats fent down to convey die troops with their accoutrements ; on 
which Mr. Pocock, with a fpirit worthy of an Englkh admiral, 
took the Cumberland’s barge, and rowing night and day, joined Mr. - 
Watfon a few hours before the morning of the attack, and imme- • 

diately hoifted his flag in the Tyger. 

This ihip was appointed to attack the N. E. baft ion of Hie tfoet, 
the Kent againft the ravelin before the middle of the curtain, the 
Salifbury againft the a. e. baftion. At fun-rife the two batteries on 
fliore began to fire, the one againft tl*e s. E. baftion with twenty-four 
pounders, the other againft the S. k. with three; to which the 
enemy’s fire was much fuperior until feveo-tfciock; when the Tyger 
coming oppofite to die ravelin, before rhe-gateway, her firft broad- 
fide o blig ed the enemy to abandon that defence ; after which fhe 
proceeded, and anchored at the diftanoe of 50 yards, direaiy oppofite 
to the W. E.baftion. The Kent foon after kt go her atochot oppofite 
to the fatetin, but in this inftant, dm fi»Aom *he Art Skated and 
mounded fcveraS of the AUero appointed 0* manage the Aip, had a 
,J tiwt UBfottun3t% diftbled kmwumder. Captain Spe^ j wbo 

rfolf being abjk to continue Wfoutf he Oniended «o gwe, fo 

miich cWirf bjjjgnfued, ^ ,ran 

All back foAr, that beyond the s.«. baftion, ^expdftd 

; „ like- 
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liketvHe to a flank of the baftion on the s. w. The enemy, elated 
w it h this advantage, kept up fo hot a lire, that Admiral Witfbn, 
inftead of attempting to recover his intended ftatkm, deter mi ned to 
fiecidc the cent eft where his (hip lay, which occupying die poft in- 
tended for the Saliibury, this (hip anchored 1 50 yards lower down 
the river, and remained out of the action, which was maintained 
entirely by the Kent and Tyger. The cannonade was fierce, every 
fhot on both tides took place ; and, at the fame time, the two bat- 
teries on ihore aflkilod with a oofs fire the two baftions of the fort, 
•agatnft which the (hips dirc&ed tlicir broad-tides. At nine o’clock, 
the tint (hewed a flag of trace, and Mr. Watfon, not to kt the 
•enemy lee the condition of his (hip. Cent Captain Coote, of the 
King’s regiment aihorc to receive their proposals ; and whilft mef- 
fages were pafting concerning the terms of furrender, 50 of the beft 
fiddiers of the garrifim, with 20 Topafles, and feveral officers, quitted 
the fort, and snatched to the northward. JU three in the afternoon 
the capitulation was concluded. 

Doling this a&ion, the SalHbury received only fome (haggling 
(hot, which did littk damage, and the fort received as Httle from her 
fire. In the Tyger, the mafter and 14 others were killed, and 56 
wounded: the Kenr received fix foot in her mafts, and 14a in her 
hull; the fofift lieutenant Mr. Perrot, and' 18 of the crew, were 


lotted, ind 72 wounded. Amidft this (laughter, it was a general 
coafidarion that the wound of Captain Spake was not mortal, whole 
enterprising fpirir, and nautical abilities, had eminently contributed 
to the fooedht of this (quadra* in India : the tittne ball, which ftruck 


the calf of Ms kg c arri e d off the thigh of his fin, a youth of pro* 
outing hopes, wbo died of foil diftfter. Of the Engp/h troops on 
thorny only oneman was killed, and to weoaded, dotag this l*ft 
attack ; b« the fire af tKdr batteries, and of their imriketiy from 
thetopsof the hades, baftened rise foriender of the fort, in whieh 
40 *04* were kiliad IhCyo wounded. • . T%0;SdBaa^ was gallant, 
u nam Jf tb* murifi**; % a few ofthe 
.ever before theft In fonficsEii^iiger ; Mr. Deviaes. 


offkpft? had .ever before tom Ip feme* of danger 
a£qsw§af one of the Iwb comp*»/* flups. 


baftnos/ 
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baftkraa, and infpired bis own adivity and courage into all who ferved 
under him. The immediate redudion of the fort was owing to 
the fhips, and of them, only to the two in which the two Ad- 
mirals hoifted their flags, whofe fire did as much execution in 
three hours, as the batteries on fhore would have done in foveral 
days ; during which the whole of the Nabob's army might have ar- 
rived, when the liege muft have been raifed : otherwife the troops 
alone were fufficient to accomplifh the fuccafs. 

At the fame time that the Nabob heard of the furrender of Chan- 
dernagore, he received more pofitivc, but ftill falfe, intelligence from 
Patna, that the army of Pitans, againft whom he had afked the 
afliftancc of the Englifh troops, were in full march to invade the 
province of Behar, and that they had engaged Balagerow, the ge- 
neral of the Morattoes, to invade Bengal. Frightened by this intel- 
ligence he wrote letters of congratulation to Admiral Watfon and 
Colonel Clive, exprefling the ftrongeft defire to remain in friendfhip 
and alliance with them, and offered tile territory of Chandernagore 
to the Englifh on the fame terms as it had been held by the French 
Company; but he ordered the divifion of his army, which had 
marched with Roydulub, to continue at Plafly on the Ifland of Cof- 
fimbuzar, 30 miles to the South of Muxadavad. This guard did not 
accord with his profeflions ; and it was determined to try the fxn- 
cerity of them by requeuing him to give up all the other French 
factories and fubjeds remaining in his dominions. Nothing could 
be more repugnant to his intentions ; for he had ordered his officers 
to prated the ioldien of Chandernagore, who had left the fort during 
the attack; and by this afliftance they had efcapcd an Englifh de- 
tachment font in purfuit of them, and were arrived fafo at Coflim- 
buzar: however, he anfwered Colonel Clive with much civility, 
thoug h with inconfiftent excufos ; alledging, that as a prince he 
could not perforate the diftrefled, and as a feudatory of the great 
Mogul fo could not contribute to the deftru&ion of Europeans, 
who were cfobiifhod in the province by the permiffion of fb many 
Emperors ; as if die fame reafotu ought not to have prevented liim 
Vol.IL U from 
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17571 from dfeft roving Calcutta. Bur left thefe evafions Arnold create fuf- 
pic ions, he began to reft are part of the Englilh efids, and paid 
450,000 rupees in money. 

In the mean time, die captors collected the. plunder of Chander* 
nagorc, which amounted to 1 00,000 1. fterling. The fiiips returned 
to Calcutta, where the Kent, infirm before, was condemned as unfit 
for future fervice. The foafon was by this time fo for advanced, 
that the other ftiips could not get out to lea before the fouthera 
monfoon fet in. The troops might indeed have been fent to the coaft 
of Cormondel, if they had been embarked, immediately after Chan* 
demagore was taken, on feveral veflels, which were ready to foil at 
that time. But Ccdonel Clive determined, contrary to the orders of 
Madrafs, to remain in Bengal with the whole army until the month, 
of September ; being convinced that the Nabob would never fulfil 
the terms of the treaty of February, unlefo conftraincd by fear. He 
therefore, inftead of leading the army bock to Calcutta, encamped 
on the plain to the north of Hughley, where it was better foli ated 
either to awe or to aft againft the Nabob. 

In this interval Mr. Law, the chief of the French fadtasy at 
Coffimbuzar, had perfuadsd the Nabob that a fleet of 40 French 
Ibips were attacking Bombay. The Nabob elated by this liippofitkm 
returned to h» former equivocations concerning the treaty. On 
winch Colonel Clive wrote to him, that nothing but his p e mfofl on 
to attach the French at Coflimbazar could convince the Englilh that 
he bore the good will of an ally towards them, and that bis dignity 
might be prclerved' by affifting neither fide. This letter provoked 
him to eseefo, and amongft other extravagancies, he laid puhlickljr, 
he would put Mr. Watts to death. But i'oon mtlkflng die im- 
prudence of this threat ; and being as anxious to prevent the Englilh 
troops from advancing towards his capital; as he was foliaiftsus Copes* 
ferve the French for future contingencies, be fumiflwd Mr. Law 
with money, arms, and ammunition, and ordered him to nmh 
with alf his men, as if proce e d i n g te the weftero frontiers of Behan 1 
bnt in expedition of being (bon recalled is- Muxadawad. Accor* 
dmgly this body of adventurers, confoling of 100 Europeans, and 
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*6o 'Cbromanfcl Sepoys, with 3® finail carriages, and. four elephant*, 
pafled through the city in military array on the 16th of April, and 
having crofled the river, proceeded towards Behar. This evafion. 
however deceived nobody. And Colonel Clive prepared to fend a 
detachment in puifute of them. 

The report Of the detachment renewed the indignation of the 
Nabob ; he immediately ordered the Englifh Vacqueel to quit his 
prefence, and to appear no more at the palace, and fent two of his 
officers to Mr. Watts, propofmg this alternative ; “ either tliat he 
“ fhould immediately return to Calcutta ; or -give an aflu ranee under 
“ his hand, that the Englifh fhould make no further attempts to 
“ moleft the French.” Mr. Watts tefufed either to retire, or to 
give the aflu ranee, and obtained leavetoconfultthe prebdency, who 
ordered him to fend what tneafure and efledls he had collected. to Cal- 
cutta, as opportunities might offer, but without feeming either to 
fear or to intend mifehief : Colonel Clive alfo detached 40 Europeans 
to proteft the- factory, and fent in feveral boats a fupply of ammu- 
nition concealed under rice. 

By this time the mutual fufpicions between the Nabob and the 
Englifh were fo much increafed, that Colonel Clive thought a rupture 
inevitable, and even nece&ry. He therefore perfifted in his reib- 
ilucbn of fending a detachment in purfuit of Mr. Law ; and having 
.received infbnmtfkto that Meer Jiffler, the .general of the army, was 
'dflendedt^ainft the Nabob, he advifed Mr. Watts to cultivate his 
fVfendflwp. 

The fpirirof rebellion had/ for feme’ time been lurking in the court 
df Burikjah Dowlahjhdhkd imprifened MonickchUnd, and upon re- 
ltaflng, ‘had obliged hbn to pay a- million of rupees aa a fine for die 
1 'he<had plundered m Calcutta. The Duan /Roydoolub, al> 
r dttM^'theififfl eml 'offioDr in the fbto, fbund his conduct fubjeA 
«to Hle cocraudl of thefinouriae MwM To the Seats, the Nabob 
>tehmd wfch tivdky ; t butr^Ky, ntcuftomod to thc coofidence and 
good fenfe of Allaverdy, trembled for their weilth, under the 
calpiioet'bf Mtfwgdefibr ; ^sakthdy had long > been conceded with 
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Jaffier, who, although he defpiicd die wretched character of 
Surstjah Dowlah, dreaded the excefles of it. 

Mr. Watts communicated with Omichund on the ftste of tem- 
pers and refenttnents ; and they admitted Mr. Scrafton to their 
councils, who came at tliis time to Muxadavad in his way to Dacca, 
and was inftru&ed by Colonel Clive to obferve, whilft he remained 
there. Omichund with his ufiial buftle attended every day at the 
Durbar, and was as aifiduous in his vifits to die principal officers of 
the government. 

On the 23d of April an officer named Yar Khan La tty, by a pri- 
vate meflage, requeued to confer with Mr. Watts in fecrecy. This 
man commanded 2000 horfe in the Nabob’s fervice, but received a 
ftipend from the Seats to defend them upon any occafion of danger 
even again ft the Nabob himfelf. Jt is therefore probable that he was 
now employed by the Seats to difeover the real intentions of the 
Englifh towards the Nabob. Mr. Watts lent Omichund, whom 
Latty informed, “ that the Nabob would very fbon march with the 
“ greateft part of his forces towards Patna, againft the Pitans; and 
“ that he intended to temporize with the Englifh until his return to 
“ Muxadavad ; when he had determined to extirpate them out of 
“ his dominions, into which he had (worn chat they fhould never 
“ return ; that moft of his officers held him in utter deteftation, 
“ and were ready to join the firft leader of diftindion who fhould 
“ take arms ; that the Englifh army might, during Iris abfence, take 
“ poffeffion of Muxadavad ; and that he, Latty, with his own troops, 
“ would join diem in die attempt; when if they would proclaim 
“ him Nabob, he fhould be fupported by Roydoolub, and the Seats ; 
“ he offered in return to enter into any engagements which the 
“ Englifh fhould ftipulate for the advantage of their own affairs.” 
Mr. Watts approved the fcheme, and communicated it to Colonel 
Clive, who approving it fikewife, immediately countermanded the 
detachme n t which was ready to maiqh m purfuk of Mr. Law, and 
wrote • Very civil letter to the Nabob. 

Thefcfa&u the conference between Omichund and Latty, Petros 
the Armenian, who bad been employed be t w een the Nabob and the 

Englifh 
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Englhh in February, came to Mr. Watts with die fame propofols 1757. 
from Meer Jaffier as had been made by Latty. Meer Jaffier declared, v *T f 4t" > 
“ that felf-defence obliged him to arm, being in danger of' afiaffi- ’ 

“ nation every time he went to the Durbar;' that the Duan R6y-- 
“ doolub, the Seats, and feveral officers of the firft rank in the 
“ army, whom he named, had engaged to join, if the Englifh would 
“ aflift in dethroning the Nabob : if the fcheme were accepted, he 
“ defired that the terms of the confederacy might be fettled without 
“ delay,. and requefted that Colonel Clive would immediate^ break - 
“ up his camp, and (both the Nabob with every appearance of pa- 
“ cific intentions until hoftilities fhould commence.** 

Tire fuperior importance of Jaffier gave him the preference over 
every other pretender who might offer ; and as (ban as Clive received 
intelligence of his overtures, he went from the Camp to Calcutta, 
and communicated them to the feled committe, of which he was 
himfelf a member. The committee accepted the alliance as the moft 
fortunate event which could happen, and inftruded Mr. Watts 
what terms to (tipulate : they were all very advantageous, but one 
eminently fo, demanding a reftitution in money adequate to all 
the lodes which had fuftained by the Company and individuals 
by the capture of Calcutta. This council was held on the 
firft of May. The next day Colonel Clive returned to the camp, 
which, in compliance with the requeft of Meer Jaffier, he imme- 
diately broke up ; fending one half of the troops to Calcutta, and the 
reft into the feat of Chandernagore. He then requefted the Nabob > 
to give the fame proof of pacific intentions by withdrawing the large 
divifion of his army, which (till lay encamped at Plafly, under the - 
command of Roydoolub. 

But in this interval the Nabob had been relieved, from 1 his fearrof 
the Fitana by intelligence of their retreat from Delhi, which^raade 
turn left (bllicitotas to temporifce with the Englifh, and l&jr&oolub 
had (topped, at Cutwah the Astadaqer^; of 40 European ^otog to 
Coflimlwaar ; the fpy, Mooteram, who hadbeen fcntunier pretence 
of feme compliment to Colonel Cfive,gave mferm%dcn, that half the 
Englifh army had been privately detached m (mall parties from the 
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caitap, and were at tliis very time (ecreted in fhfc ‘fa&ory at Oeftitn- 
buzar. The hlabob believing this intelligence, fent-afnob df fer- 
vants and troops kb examine the fa&ory, where they found only 
eight Topafles and 40 Europeans, of which fome were French dc- 
ferters, and the reft were the Englifh guntlers whdin he had bor- 
rowed for the fervice of his cfwn artillery, and haxl lately returned. 
Neverthekfs his fufpicions that the Englifh intended to move to- 
wards Muxadavad Continued, and induced him to reconcile ‘himfelf 
with Meer Jaffier ; whom he ordered to proceed immediately with 
15,000 men, to reinforce Roydoolub at PlaBey. Believing, likc- 
wife, that the Englifti {hips of war could proceed up the great arm 
of the Ganges to the northern point of the ifland of Coflimbuzar, 
and then come down the Coflimbuzar river to Kluxadovad, he com- 
manded large piles to be fixed acrofs the river at Sobtcy, about 20 
miles above the city. Such was his extreme igriorancc. ffc at 
the fame time ordered Mr. Law to remain with his men it Bogliporc, 
half way between the pafs of Tacriagully arid'Patna j'artd hisroffSctrs 
in Behar were inftrufted to fiipply all their Wants. 

In thitf conjuncture Meef Jaffier, fearing thif by a fefufll to proceed 
to Plafly, he foould turn the "Nabob’s fufpicions upon himfeif, obeyed 
with appearance of alacrity, and marched from the' city On the 29th 
'of. April, but left his agent' to carry on the correfpondiuce with Mr. 
Watts ; who, to remove as much as poflible all fiifpirious appear- 
ances, ordered the detachment which htd bcehAoppid at Cutwah 
to return to Calcutta ; he at the Ame time ‘SfpifckM Mr. Scntfton 
to the committee, Wd on the ftth 6f Kfey rftdvtU 1 their' refo- 
Tutions doncerftmg'fhe "treaty With Jaffier, When, in doheert with 
Jaffier’s agent, whom we fuppofe to be (till the Armenian 'Petrus, 
' they eftabuiheid pioGrive lunis to the articles,* ftipdUtftig tndrties. The 
nine dctuf MA the agent in the clty Until lhe'iith, x tohenhe went 
foPlafly, and returned 6n the rlfch.'Wfth rfi&WAces, tfcttUfter 
jflmfjt iniirefy conltadd to i Ml 'rajudfced Butt 'the 

fteerftow19i(^hnnii, Whatote regarded 
*da*fe : ineri^mg&Atoo wl&mjrlbrtftSiw dr hbndly. 
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This opiuiop xm probably foggefted to him, by the Seaft, 
knew the abilities of Omichund, and might apprehend that his.% 
flucnpe with the Eogjbfh would interfere with their own, if hie 
fhoqld haye a, leading part in the intended revolution, Thp reitaunt; 
very rpuch perplexed Mr. Watts ; for Omichupd had already been 
trailed too far, to be now treated with diffidence, without much 
rifque to the icheme, if he fhould by other means difcsver Ate. real 
caufe, why no farther attention was had. to Ate propofols of Yar 
Khan Lattee. Mr. Watts foon found, that fuch eyafions as. men ir 
his (ituation generally employ, could not elude his fagachy, and 
therefore told him the confederacy with Jaffier; hot had de- 
layed Aiis confidence fo long, that Omichund fe,w it wa$ ex- 
torted by fear and neccflity. From this hour implacable hatred arofe 
between them, although they co-operated in the condud of tl^ con- 
federacy. 

From his own experience of t^e practices of Indb&an, Omiphupd 
had no doubt that Mr. Watts would be amply rewarded by Jailer, 
if the revolution fucceeded. At the fame time he found that no advan- 
tage was intended for himfelf, more than refHtution in common with, 
the other Gentop merchants of Calcutta, but tha£ he fhould nut 
the feme cifoues of bit perfon as-Mr» Watts, which to both were 
great indeed; and mote of his. fortune, as being much greater than 
Mr, Watts’s: be therefore claimed. a commiffiotj of five in the hun- 
dred on all the Nabob’s treasures. fomqney, and a fourth j$rt. of 
lus jewels. The common people to whom, numjiers gjv£ no <folin$ 
ideas, rated them at 4.3 mUUpns of pounds Aer fojtg^ which, nqthing bpt 
idioAlin, could believe ; but better enquirers ftipgoicd them to be 
four millions and a half t oa which Omkhupd’s 4 »re wpuld'have 
teen 675,000 pound ^tUng. The audacity of Are pret^onjm^lipd 
malignant vt; but it isfoid he 
the Nabob, if n»t complied with., fo, jhe belM 
not gpfeftbejy, Mr. Watt* fo. fos l^mr or this fubjeft foWweV 
thgt fo hed fome apnR^^ copfequence if QtaSdfeund 

were m imtofa fo .fer 
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fiitiyennfwer, and Omichund was contented by the promife of re- 
* ^' v ‘ ferring his claim to the felcS committee. 

On the 1 4th Jie fent the articles of the treaty, as finally fettled 
by himfelf, and . accepted by Mecr Jaffier, and communicated two 
other infiances of Omichund’s improbity. The one was, “ that 
“ Toothed by the feeming acquiefcence of Mr. Watts to his claim 
“ of commiffion and a (hare of the jewels, he had been led to de- 
■“ dare that 'he' intended to fecrcre as much as he coiild of the 
-** Nabob’s treafiires from the knowledge of Meer Jaffier, and 
“ to divide this booty with Roydoolub.” The other accufition 
came from Rungeet Roy, the agent of the btatt. “ When the 
• “ Nabob concluded the treaty of the 6th of February, he em- 
“ powered .Omichund and Rungeet Roy to offer 30 thoufand 
“ gold moburs, a coin equivalent to 29 (hillings, as a prefent to the 
“ Englifh commanders, and promiled moreover 200,000 rupees to 
“ be difpofed of, as Omichund fhould think proper ; Who advifed 
a Rungeet Roy to make no mention of the prefent at that t*me, 
44 and promifed to divide the 200,000 rupees with him. Rungeet 
44 Roy, impatient to receive his (hire, had frequently prefled 
11 the Nabob to fend the prefent to the Englifh commanders, and 
44 to ifluc die other money to Omichund. But the Nabob, irritated 
44 by the late proceedings of the Englifh, and fife in his capital, 
44 was no longer inclined to confer fo coftly a favour, in every re- 
44 fpeftto his own detriment. Omichund dbferved this repugnance, 
44 and turned it to his own advantage, by telling the Nabob, that 
44 he would be obliged to make the prefent, if he (offered Rungeet 
44 Roy to interfere any longer in the Englifh affairs ; but that he 
44 might five it, "by derating him. The Nabob accordingly with- 
-** held himfelf from any farther communication with Rungeet Roy, 
44 but rew ard ed Omichund, with orders for the delivery of many of 
•** has confifcated effete. Mr. Watts, defiroaa to put the truth of 
**f thefe* informations to die teft, afked Omichund if he fhould do- 
“ «Mpd die 30,000 gold rupees from die Nabob ; to which Omi- 
m jdtefod replad, that fndi a requeft would be very improper at this 
time, but that he would himfelf confider of means to get it.” 

£ A ftranger. 




A’ftranger* named 

with * letter as titan ffeittpagfirv the general of theiiil&iWm, #66i 
tfota-Mydetebi*,^ 

ofiiafed Krfftttfifc B&gd With *hundiedaod^ 
withmfix m d ft -after he>tfmul4 ideeiteAhei^tv 
iiffa. governor Ne mutual mter«ft»*0£g« _ ^ 

this time between the Engltfh and the Mocaotied, the 
bearer were fofpe&edof irnpotiure. The wm .-ftter 

none in the lettlement had fuffidcnt crherionyat d|^ ip hi tlm 
his anfwers Were pe&inenf. Me. Watt* waa cba fclind,and vtyfrled 
tiie letter as an artifice invented by the Nabtibt fn rrj~ Hwl half itifjw 
fition of the Enghfti towards himfclly-faythair sanfwccao fefjjnpatit 
Clive, witii hit ufiial hdXtBy of ^^ai M ftE «ait ln % 

advifcd the comminee to «b^*ni«fca»^>teeterte tSoaftfcnhFW* 
the ferribbnce of bbKevbfg 4fl» infc Keafck hy y.^hiitebr^ ! «dMlM-^ 
Have invented ft, the i rt&dfe WafttMfe 

if he had not-, no bettfer tofctirt t&ald be employed to dca»vevfthb 
lbfpidons Which he entertidh^ tHF Wtf&tfevft fh tiintldw*, - 
This rcfoludori Was tifcfttfto- W r »7&bf ttoftinfe 

connnoRfDn cut iiw ii im iiw4MPHiwtop ^t «ttmi iww mcy iwowi 
WqbhnofMeer Ja«&; tttftft ^cahdlkdMhc^^ 
akbnbd; having b fe for cti ftfo the M$MdAte4ty 
ah&lifcieftqTC^^ 
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&*e -ntSUoitt of ru pees* feu t allotted «otjr two mflesd of 
Me millions to the Geutooa, and only 700,000 inftend of one 
rodUjon to the Armenians. But thefc almarions added only 7004900 
rupees fothetopd of the fame (Hpulatedby Mr. Wattt fir idftih 
tjou. « It uvtbaatfmd to aft a donation of 0,500,000 rupees to 
ttm fijm to the army* AttSOtodlttl BfO* 

poftd thet#. ftould fee recommended to Mr. Watte, toaft a doner 
iwajjanvMw |dtoO> each ofthe members of the. committee;, 
uni this MUftwrft eras rdolved; 


1 They then tookiato coafidenmon wnat conoucc cney ihould hold 
s ow ard* Onakhqnd y stay were aftonHhed at the enormity of his 
drill— ii| saA^M nwt eudperated at the imputed atrocity of his 
intent-sin cafe of dhappoifftment; -and determined that hie Ihould 
yjie mntiiiij, by the resolution more, than reftitution in commoo 
with fh<i ntVr Gientoo — hunts of Calcutta y but at the lame time 
they da%ned iQtaadn bk|; believe that they intended tp reward hie 
Harriott The tafadkmt, p fu &ggofied, r by .Colonel Clive. . It was, 
to find two teeatic* tfoth.dgnod by Admiral Watfon and the miah 



vnl 

CP adfoft* -Cji^ag^bn^t>^l!n: ftfrrjftjglfr jtifo&toi 

the revolution. 

Colonel Clive uftdettook co get " 

cwey: The fidittotts eras Mrcribtt^pfti • W&ff$a& *&m0V' 
agerttof Meer jaffier having t*fifte * #tovatg3Bng^^ 
fign, as well as the company*! : r0p«*fotstW 
knowing this, it was neceffary to the ^ete#t#4etet5 
that Mr. Watfon (hould fi gw both. "He ligp^dW^Cefl^hUt fC^ 
fufed to fign the fidHtioas teeafv: off Whieh U iC^t a iit^ «#** 
counterfeited. 

On the 19th of May, C&ce WpatxSied m trcefy#«bt WpmtC 
meflenger of the country ; bot,ar tfctstfhrtt T igtef»^ t " t5tlfer 4 ft^r 
intelligence from Muxadsvad, or IritfiWti ctefotekm*, Ttnffldd Mb’ 
notions of the vaftnefs of 8wjtk Da*Mi^ t t tto l ft 'WtimOb &». 
ftrofted Mr. Watts, that if Meer jafller foottM 
great amount of the ftipuiationi formoney, the t^niti^l dldClhl 
for the company might be reduced fromtea to fiVe^milKt>nsJ& 


rupees. 

Mr. Scrafton was flopped hear Plaffy by the advln^ld gtttrtffof Che 
camp; he requeued to be Coftdhfted to the qbartOfe 
but fome of the Nabob's fpies beiftg prtfent; thty ihi 6 Hiied, 4 &w 
lifted that he fhould take the direft toad tothe t^phllH/hdS^9f e 
nhhjeathe a«|thJ In the iritoml betweWrMr. 
the dth, and Mr. Smftttn’s fetttrn 
chund had pra&ifed another crick on tfite cttdhify tiPdtf 
for, perceiving by ttsiqueffions that his fofWtfofts 
merdfed, although hr had dM&rtfOd nMftftg 
Omichtmd, aftirlwn^ artificial bMtikm IW W ftiM -hhri, aftatf 


corpty bywMChWri%edaH 

®**ghflw thtt they 'M' lha a tf^r dAidfri tl 
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trffry it any time be inco m p at ible with the intend of the Ragljfh : 
atfMpfthelefa hie tuni&ty prompted him to give intire credit tothe 
td^ and he roqmded Omidnwd for thei»telligen$e, by ordering 
thcfumpf 400*000 rppem, which had b or i taken dram his hmfe 
m C < fa« l»» •»*** bnTyditt rt tf ,reftored to him, together with all 
ty* cfle$fc ItdMpAcapr e npfife a tad in the province: he moreover 
gem wearing the Rqah of' fitudawan to repay. 

454*090. .rupees, which Qmkhund had lent the Rajah feme yean 
before. At this time Omichund was not certain what, proviiioo 
miigbtrbc aads.heh#^ in the. treaty, and was endeavouring to 
§IMi^lBW>|4dras^tbaNal^ cbndeftmely, but without any pofi- 
4 h» ii^ ws lip ys .^ *i>e fur nothing was 

nifwAsfer fettscy copowning Rady to divert the Nabob 

( j p fefep s jeftthc real idefigns. and conrreiuoo* inwhkh the 
Sogfek bnt nathing, at the fame time, was more 

bhe^iti^ prevent hinvfcPto removing his army from Piafly, which 
wae downed nhfcltttely afeceffiuy to their foccefi. 


> *Af { fegtt.j^h|h£?roffen apiM *t hh*M^wad, Mr. Waps.mmt 

towtam M*. Scrafton delivered: aletter 
Wt, which, amongft ether*, had the following fubtle 
.MjMfeto fmt Kfc* Scrafton to communicate a matter of 
' nance, Nptwithfbmding all that the Rnglifh 

. ... r Wl pw you this left proof 'ofmy defire to 

* ferojh wpawirtl JfW. Whydoyou keep your asmyio the field? 

d ftre fc alMbaroercbenta, aod^roadt* wt fewnmwwing 
Aim.tpfa, Tbf Vflfa cmm Bay, in gcngtl j w ftibw t fradroaof 
•MpNfc . " W t .. pi dw » ito lto fH ferft dhro yon 'Intend to doftroy^* 

Wi fieft wm tnen coin- 
nm^- w M fefr l i giufurjm i i/ «| • whichtb* XMi much 

bm&mi mi Mroafe 

^*** t '" ' fg'ttiikliifo -mmSmA BdWwIf* A^nAnai! 

*»i£i 

In iMjnwihtf ii l> rii wiMilflfcsl In liiil fnfiilwt 

the 
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the -good faith of tha l&agftfh; withoat oaufet a<&ufltmifled#fti 
Watts and Scrafton witbj*fi aflurance thit be wont# immediately s ^gp f 
recall tip troops undefrtfts oanunaod o& Jtfeer,Jai£er itta the cityj. ■ JWP 
but mould leave tkofe with lUydooluh^n.the' fields am;«eadnwisr«o 
join the EngUfhon the approach of theMteattoes: whohrijddwoukl 
probably invado his, dominions. This- unexpe^dte&hft^* would 
have marred the fcheme, . force Meer Jaffiw would bwre bean an 
cautious of concluding any thing decifive, whilft one jaalf^m whilft 
the whole of the army remaiaad in the field. At the next cw»<- 
ference Mr. Scrafton represented to him, that the Eaghfhcould not, 
with common prudence, rely or any of hk prafeflions, whilft feds 
a part of his forces were encamped towards Calcutta, The Nabob 
meditated fotne time on this argument, and than ftartiag,asa man 
agitated by ftiipkton and difinay, laid eagerly, 44 But Should the 
44 Colonel deceive me." But Scrafton. removodfois tenors, by atfp* 
ranees, and prevailed on him to ifljaa orders recafiig his whole a itotf 
to Muxadavad. 

The nearer the con fede racy -approached to the event, the more did 
Mr. Watts’s apprehenfiqps of the treachery of Omphund iqcrcaie* 


Mr. Scrafton therefore undertook to get him away to Cakutti^ ahd 
under the pretext of folicitnde for his fafietx, propofed that Qmacbuad 
fhould accompany him thither without delay, alledgjng, that Ins age 
find the habits of his life would nor permit him to make his efcappoo 


horfehadr in the hour ofconfufion nod. danger, when the flight of 
Mr. Watts would convince the Nabojj that the .Engjiih intended wear, 
and when hk.jatomft^yengeance TfSuid be excited apioft afi their 
adherents, k the moft jgflexiblenC the»wes ; and Qpoi* 

chund,*pot haya ^r Reived more than halfjof.his plundered money 
feNfth^tr^pw re^uefted Mr,,Ssi(afl^|^ M.g°* 

thh whole, , Mr. Watts^iapoted tiusdel^to ai^tfow wajp^thigdt- 
mgthat he wanted to fepajg fothedty until ^yd^a^^#lia- 
that they n ujj fo fori ebatywMp tfeg$|kf$fa* 
much m T« 
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theprincjpal agent of the EngUfh in their affairs -with the future 
gtmrittraent after the revolution ; and that .the emoluments of this 
office would amply compenfate whatfoevrr he -an^hr relinquiflh or 
lofc W his immediate departure. At length he confented to go, -but 
it was nectflary, and feemed difficult to obtain the Nabob's conlent, 
as he relied principally upon Qmichund for intelligence c o nc er ni ng 
the proceedings nad views of the Englifh. But Omkhund himfelf 
folved the difficulty, by advifing Mr. Scrafton to demand of the 
Nabob the prefent which he had intended to give to the Englifh 
commanders at the conclufion of the peace in February ; in confe- 
quence of which, the Nabob fufpefting the iecrec had been dtfeloled 
by Omicbund, would immediately hold him in as much deteftation, 
as he had hitherto regarded him with favour. Accordingly this feene 
was adbed. The Nabob denied the promife. Omichund pretended 
to be terrified ; and-tbe Nabob being really irritated, told Mr. Scrafton 
that he might cany him ato efeawr he-pleafed. 

Mr. Scrafton remained these days longer in the city in expectation 
of the return of Meer Jaflierfrom P taffy. Meet Jaffier arrived on 
the 3oth, and vjfited the Nabob, who, haring no further need of ids 
immediate Qbm ice, treated him with infidencc. The fr o wn of de- 
fpotttm ia alwaye dreadful; mlM eer Jlffier retumcd to hft palace, 
convinced of impending danger, irrfomochthat he was afiraid of 
*° private with Mr. Scrafton, who vifited him in the after- 
noon, but received him m die hall of public audience-; oh which 
Scrafton left the city that evening. * 

He woe accompanied by-Ohnchond. Thfy y etfSei led In palan- 
qums;but whew Scrafton arrived at Ceffimbaataf,i& ratified his com- 
panion ; -on whkhlte hopped and diipatched mrffeogPV to the city, 
' wbofiatrnd the rid man fi tti n g at midnight in thelNIlfah's trefcftny, 
fididring Jdopiflnil for ioooe more of the money wfci&the NaboE 
hri eriorin^eiritrid tohim in reWarl forhinffiftf ooncenriM 
Mfo >U|riiiffing:ti»at«ftlKfDloU woald give hfaenathing ft*** 
^lfe^#y^.bgr«he trirffi t h^rs , he ffi ri med with thtasandt^ 
90*&m ih^'momwiriiNtrtilmm^riri^^ 
ri^SprifrinAan feQ afleep, and \vukiri^lt <fay-break, 'tijffitw'hs 
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companion again; and notjbnowiug whofoi© fodshim* lipppedamj .tfp? 
wkjtcdoathe high rood until three in tbe<aftemooa, when Omiohund - ‘" 'y * , *!*! * 

rejoined liira agaunv He had beeuto vifit R oydoolub 3$ the camp at •* Wr * 

Plafley, who had told him that no llipulatian bad jpieeaa Wife, for 
him in the agreements with Meer Jaffier. Omtchund jfrefofere 
queftioned Mr. Scrafton with much iharprve fs and W)>WS b|tt 
now the truth itielf ferved to ^ deceive him! for Mr. Sc rijtnn told 
him* that Roydoolub could not know any thing of thatftrp nbti/? n, 
fince Mr. Watts had not yet communicated the treaty ultimately 
adj ufted by the fcled committee even to Meer Jaffier himielf. This 
appealed his anxieties, and they continued the reft of their journey 
without interruption. On the 8th they arrive<b<at Calcutta, where 
Omichund was received , by Coloirel Clive, and the other members 


of the filled committee, with much difiembled cordiality, jwfcicb, 
however, could npt entirely efface the knprefikm which the words 
of Roydoolub had made in his mind-s- in ceniequencie qf which he 
bribed the Periian feribe of the cottncih to inform him if any deceit 
to his detriment fttould appear in the treaty, when; ratified by Meer 
Jaffier in the Perfian language. - % 

The palace in which Meer Jaffier refilled, is fituatedon the fins* 
them, extremity of Mxxadavud, on the Hhod~of Cofijunhumr.. The 
Nabob gefided in a palaao calledjderaufrjoel, in the nwHUeof thw 
dtjr, OB the other fide oft the liner. Bothp|laoesfttnd op the hank 
of the star, jk* fonifiedprith towers, and were provided with catuunf. 
Meer Jaffier, at his return from, die Nabob, had requeftedall the 


officers os Whqfo attaehrqynt he relied, to! keep their troop* in 
re e dinoft to defoodb" pdree. la the frntla JmSk^ lpn fifth* 
ttufty ■mzeSmgfamA. Watts,, to who* Wt. Wattodetiftppd 
the tom. * treaties , «•! «&d fiditious, toge»W*with the foparete 

Ml clffiW A**jtm**0—y fkf 4r- 

nlnin ■ X -’***- - lainniMnn nf Hemehrin m AmirKtlrul Atof • 
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of two days ; for Roydoolub came to the city on the thin) of Jane, 
ifee hang informed of the ftipulations, objected that all the money 
in the Nabob’s treafury was not Sufficient to anfwer them, and pro* 
"poled as a juft compromife, that whatsoever might be found Should 
be equally divided between the Nabob and the English. Mr. Watts 
neverthdeis would not recede from any of the Sums which had been 
Stipulated, and leprefented to him, that if an equal divifion was efta- 
bliSbed, the Knglilh could not allow the uSual com mil Hon of live in 
the' hundred to the officer who Should be appointed to manage the 
bufinefs of the treafury ; but proffered this office with that emolument 
to him, provided he would confent to all tlieir demands. This argu- 
ment prevailed : Eoydoolub ielinquifhed his cAjc&ions, and Mccr 
Jaffier Sighed the treaties en ttie fourth of June. On the Same day 
the Nabob, not from any fufpicion of the confederacy, but from his 
pre-conceived averfion to Meer Jaffier, ordered him to relign the com- 
mand of the army to an officer named Coja Haddee. 

It {fill remained neccflary that Meer Jaffier Should take an oath to 


hblerve the treaties; Mr. Watts therefore propofed an interview; 
which Jaffier wiihed likevdfe ; but objefibed, that they could not meet 
without great nSqueaf ffiftbvery, Since his palace was ftrifUy witched 
bjfdK Spies of the Nabob. However, Mr. Watts, relying ob the 
<4MtUty of his sen dornefticks, artddn the manners of the country, 
mat h (he afternoon ftom his own houSe in a coreaod palanquin, 
ruches cany women, of diftsnftion, and pafted without interruption 
to Jaffier’s palace ; who, with his Son Meerum, r ec ei ved him in one 
of foe apartments of bis Scra^to, into qhicli AB. Iwwh oarried (he 
palanquin.* Bd^ihfey caa fa wd w i tho u t i^ifA of ob ser v atio n. 

Jaffier c MMi 4 $Mt the number of troops tm^diofeiervioe he 
cwild^enricely idjr 4 £d obt exceed 3000 horfe; fcmiWJpe&ed that 
Sfteral stiff commanders, Wshonahe knew to be dMMMwd with the 
N*ha ^ woul d mot ffpkft Mm in tfaeBay ©Thqtiifc 4 fca& ** * &, 
f#ha* *bs 4 #giffitroojw would jftaffiffihlfts thafiuU, 
“ shotmf tlmlWa^fafrld i sfos yint fa defend tbwulyi 
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his cdndiuft according to die Nation which he fhould .chance, to 
occupy ; if in the van, he would,, on theapproach af the ^igliih, 
beat his great drum, difplay his ftandaid, inarch off witH aU the 
troops under his command, and join them on the right * if «4idjtfo$r., 
of the wings, or in the rear, he would difplay a white 
the main body of the Nabob's army as loon as the EngltlB began the . 
attack, and endeavour to take the Nabob prifoner. After thefc ex- 
planations, he gave his full aflent to the terms of the real treaty, an * 
to whatfoever other donations had been ftipulated ; then placing the’ 
Koran on his own head, and his hand on the head of his fan, whilft 
Mr. Watts held the papers open before him, he fwore with great 
folemnity, that he would foithfblly perform all he bad pronafed. 
They then icfolved, that Omar-beg, one of his officers who had' 
lately carried feveral meflages between Jaffier and Mr, Wst?s»., 
(hould immediately proceed with the treaties to Calcutta j and Mr, 
Watts returned at- he came, undiscovered. Having brought tills’ 
dangerous negotiation to a conchifion, no other affairs required his 
prefenoe at Muxadavad ; but as hk retreat would leave this Nabob 
without a doubt of the hoftile intentions of the Engblh, he^lstor- 
mined to remain ftemingly jin his power until the laft extremity, 
and, in the mean time, to make fuch preparations as would fecure 
his flight. ' 

The JfcddiC treaty Us w r i tten i Perfic, by Meer Jaffier, 

is thus translated: M I fwear By t3bd, and the Prophet, of Godto 
“ abide by the terms of tins treaty whftft rhavelife." Tjiefcw 9 #d% 
were written by'MedrJhlfier in fu* awn hand* and.undkrii|pod^|y 
huh widths* iriaH "tfcfo&hring were as ufualin the hano of a 
feribe. '** Ttwi^l&ade withAdmhul Watfoih jC&lpMt Clive, and 
* rise other tytoTellHV Mr; ■pr^^^^ck^.A ‘ 

. wtuiWBr vmcm iwti flgpow w u , 

" &&&**&& DdMi* 

»f4dtoof«l#g»gttftt artitay risfW-S.w* ' “ 
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u nor will I ever allow them any more to fettle in die three -pro- 
** vinces.— IV. In confidention of the lodes which the Rnglifl*. 
“ company have fuftained by the capture and plunder of Calcutta 
** by the Nabob, and die charges occafioned by die maintenance of 
“ the forces, I will give them one crore of rupees.— V. For the 
“ effects plundered from die Englifli inhabitants at Calcutta, I agree 
“ to pve fifty lacks of rupees.—' VI. For the efiefts plundered from 
“ die Gentoos, Moors, and other inhabitants of Calcutta, twe nt y 
“ lacks of rupees (hall be given.— VII. For the efleds plundered 
44 from the Armenian inhabitants of Calcutta, I will give the (urn of 
“ (even lacks of rupees. The dtftribution of the fums allotted to 
44 die Englifli, Gentoo, Moor, and other inhabitants of Calcutta, 
** (hall be left to Admiral Wst&n, Colonel Clive, Reger Drake, 
“ Wilfi^ggi Watts, James Kilpatrick, and Richard Bccher, Ef- 
“ quire^p be difpofed of by them, to whom they dunk proper.— 
“ VHL Within the ditch, which furraunds the borders ofCalcutta* 
44 are tra£U of land belonging to feveral Zemin dam: befides thefe, 
“ I wiD grant to the Engtifli oompany 600 yards without the ditch.. 
44 —IX. All the land Jj£ng fbuth of Calcutta, as for -asCulpae,. 
44 (hall be under the Zrdinidary of the Eo^ifi company ; and all; 
44 dwdBceraof thdeparts ffodl.be under their jaiMMHto. The 
"^revenues to be paidby die company in the fome manner as other. 
44 ZdOundars.— X. Whenever I demand the affiftance of the EngUfii, 
44 twill be at fhe charge of the jnamteaance of theirtroops.— XL. 
44 I will not ert&any peer for tificati o n s near the river Ganges, be-. 
44 kmHvghfey XIL As fooaas? am c fld flj btf iai the three pro-. 
44 vinces, the afcte&id fums (hall he foithiol^r pauL Dated die 
44 15 th of the motah u^ Ramaaan in die fourth year of die prefent 


die fenfe of all theft trtttre, but not eipreflad in 
4ad I ISbewife badone more of the fift^hniiiiip 'XnL Qn 
* ' n Mter J&S^rCKwn BOhadar {bfaouUy ratifies and fweur 
die akweamdes. We rise undtowritten do, foraa*& 

” of die honourable Baft *$topa»y, d refore^the 
tad b efore reUl irififlWinlft Tif 
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44 tier Cawn B&hadar with our whole utmoft force, to obtainfoe 
44 Subahflup of the provinces of Bengal, Bihar,*, and Oqn, and 
“ farther that we will affift him to the utmofl igainft all his ene* 
“ mies whatever, whenfoever he calls upon us for that paupbfo, 
“ provided that when he becomes die Nabob, he fulfils the above 
41 articles." This treaty was figned by Admiral Wat (on, Mr. 
Drake, the governor of Calcutta, Colonel Clive, Mr. Watts, 
Major Kilpatrick, and Mr. Becher. The donations to the armv, 
fquadron, and committee, were wri tten in another treaty. 

Omarbeg with the treaties arrived at Calcutta on the roth, and 
explained the intentions of Jaffier to the foie# committee, in. the 
fame manner as Jaffier had explained them to Mr. Watts*' The 
troops of Jaffier, without tne afitthnce of others who ^might join 
him, were deemed folly fuffident to. affiire the fucceftof the enter- 
prize, provided they a£ted with vigour. But he had hitherto be- 
haved with lb much irrelblution, that Clive began to fufpeft bb 
would fiul ftill more in the hour of danger.. However, it was necef- 
fary either to proceed to immediate aftion, or entirely relinqui&the 
confederacy ; lor the fecret had inadvertently been revealed, and 
began to be the public talk even of the common loldiers at Calcutta 
and Chanderaagore. It was therefore determined to commence 
hofhlities without delay. Omichund was on the watch to learn the 


refolutioos «f this council, and ^ ^ purport of foe treaties; .but 
the governor having entertained fame fufpicions of foe fcrjbe whom 
Om ichund had bribed, only entrufbed him with the fiftkfoua treaty 
in which foe ffipofotion in favour of Omichundwas inferred ifoho 
being fatUfied vrifo fos report of foe fcribe, refcived to pmqecd 
with foe army toMuxaityad. , ' 

On foe iafo,tbe.tr»pswhkk were at QUama, with 150 jailors 
foomfoefftedion, pm&otdad mafoloilpBd pa^e^tlteshrmK^mhiu^t 
quartered *t Chandi^QSgOrtV ..Ail foe neceffiurf pstfifop&Kad 


ifognrf a* foe not day, leav^gtre* of foe foilpre togwAfon this 
fort* foe 

maooboafo 
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were towed by the Indian rowers againft the Amin ; for the 
liie flows no farther than Hughley. The Sepoys marched hi fight 
of the boats along the high road made by the Mogul government, 
and continuing from Hughley to Patna. The Nabob entertaining 
fufpicions of Nuncomar, had lately lent a new governor to Hugh* 
ley, who threatened to oppofo the pafiage of the boats ; but die 
twenty-gun Hup coming up and anchoring before his fort, and a me- 
nacing letter from Colonel Clive, deterred him from that refolution. 
As foon as die army left Chindemagore, Colonel Clive font away 
two of the Nabob’s meflengers, who were in his camp, with a letter 
of the fallowing purport : 44 That the Nabob had ufod every fab* 
44 terfuge to evade the accomplifhment of the treaty of February ; 
“ that ho had in four months refoored only a fifth port of the efinda 
“ he had plundered from the Englifh ; that he had foarcely made 
44 peace, before he invited Mr- Bufly to come from die Decan, and 
44 him in extirpating them once more out of his dop m» ioi n . 

• that the party of French troops, with Mr. Low, were at this very 
w time maintained at his expence within 100 miles of his co pie d : 
44 that he had, on groupdlefo fufpicipna, iefulted the Eng frft ho- 
44 nourjt atopo time fending troops to g a mine their factory at 
44 Cbffiauzar; at another, driving their Vacqueel with difgrace 
f&G*l of his prefenoe : that he had promifod a fum of gold rupees ; 

* Age denied that ptomifo ; and then font Omicbund from the 
44 dtj 9 under pretence that it was he who had deceived the Engfifh 
“ commanders m that bu fMefo. On the other hand, the JBngfift 
** had bore all tbefo injurier patiently, and had samo taken the field 
44 snaffift him when alarmed by the apjwco^oftbe Pkan*} but 
44 at length feeing to other remedy, their am# wm now match- 


44 ing to Mszadavud, where they iawsAd so refer their complaints 
u «• d*® dedfiow df ,tfce principal «i faesa of hi|;g|Nernmcot, 
" am^f Meer ^MfaM*** 

* d*»0oW it ** would go* 

and fiMas'dMKdfe&it of j 
' mrorWCalt^ 
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to Jaffier. The fcats h ^4 fe*wed |>x Khan Lfttey, and fe- 
veral other commanders had promifed thetr afliftance in, the hour of 
need, although they, (till appeared dutfful to the Nabop. All thefe, 
whether Gentoos or Mahometans, confirmed their gro&jffiotis bjr^thp 
ufual oaths, of their religions. ‘The Nabob, receiving igtge tjonfufed 
intelligence of thefe practices, prepared to. attack the palace of Jailer. 
Meflages of threat and defiance pafled between them from die $th 
to the 1 ith, when letters from Calcutta fpread a report in the city, 
that the EnglHh were confederated with Jaffier ; to whjch, however, 
the Nabob did not item tp gjVe. credit; but Jaffier cdncludiag that 
he muft believe what was fo true, fent a menage to Mr* Watts, on 
the i ith, advifmg him to make his efcape without delay. Mr. Watts 
was prepared, and, aU the Jv^glifh property and foldiers hjsd been lent 
away from the faftory at Cpflimbuzar. , NeverthelyfL he determined 
to wait ftill longer, in expectation of a letter from Cuye authorizing 
his departure. He,, however,, immediately fent away the Armenian 
Petrus, who had been the moil confidential of his agents in the 
conQriracy, and Jaffier fent one of his qwri domeftieks with Petrus ; 
both were inftruCted to prefe Colonel, Clive, to begin his march. 
Notwithftauding feveral other warnings, Mr. Watts ,perfevereJ untjl 
the 13th, w^cn ■ Jaffier informed him there was no longer any 
fefety, fmee the. Nabob's artillery would begin to fire upon his pa- 
lace the ne^t morning * upon this Mr. Watts immediately left his 
houfe in the city, travelling in his palankiq towards the Englifli 
fedory at Cof&mbuzax, where he had lately been feveral times qn 
pretence of bufinefe, There remained Mr^ Collet, Mr. Sykes, and 
a furgeon, who were to make their efcape with him, and they' had 
refuted for feme time at. a couatry-hqufe calfodMaudipore, about twq 
miles tothe fyuthof Coffipgfouxar* . ’ , 

Mr. W4ton, ftaf>^ng at,the : fedloty of .Coffimbmar, ordered the 

be,whfi4»d feftfttaopy ywmin different armievwas in excellent • 
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fell with much fidelity to Mr. Watts, in return for fome ferrice* 
which Mr. Watts had rendered him eight years before at Pinna, and 
now accompanied his flight. The four Englifhmen and the Tartar, 
armed with piftols, mounted their horfes at Maudipore about an hour 
before fonfet j -they were accompanied by fome dog-keepers leading 
greyhounds, and each horfeman was, likewife, attended hit groom 
on foot. This fervant in India, is, by habit, capable of keeping 
pace for fcveral hours with the horfe, although going at a great 
rate. Having proceeded at a gentle pace on the plain, until they 
Were about fuc miles to the fouth, they font back the dog-keepers, 
faying, that they themfelves would return lafurely another way. 
Immediately after' this they met two Coflids, or meflengers, dif- 
patched by Colonel Clive, with a letter to Mr. Watts, permitting 
him to leave Muxadavad, if nothing more required his ftay. It 
being now dark they quitted the road, and (truck to the left, 
where the country at fame diftance was uninhabited, and covered 
with thickets, dong the fldrt of which they proceeded to the fouth, 
as feft as they could, until they thought themfolves 30 miles from 
Coflimbuzar- They then turned to the weft, and about midnight 
came to the village of Aguadeep, fituated on the bank of the river. 
At the entrance of the village was a party of the Nabob's horfe, 
y fc1p>r»d on each fide of the road in the open air ; but this guard 
was, as nfual at this fcafon of the night, fo faft afleep, that not 
one of them arofe to enquire who were come amnngft them. 
Having polled to the foutfc&n extremity of die village, they reco- 
vered two fmall boats, which were only capable of containing die 
riders. The Tartar, unwilling to lofe his own horfe, undertook to 
lave thofe of Ins companions, who leaving them with him, imme- 
diately went into the boats, and ro wed down the (beam about eight 
miles, to the point where the Coflimbuzar and Jefitgaer rivers 
unite: here they found a forty of foldiero with feme hod!* patched 
to.ofeBf them fo die army. Having dma afeaydtw i f W the rads of 
diin they took fome nfidhment, and centfoued their way beforo 
in die boats with the fel&eiftiaiid the next -dgMj&at 
three ^ i the afternoon, joined the tray jiNBdiiah, atoWB a b** 15 
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mile* to the north of Healey. Mr. Watts, immediately on hisar- 
rival, feat bach one of his own meflengers* who chanced to he in the 
camp, to Muxadavad, with intelligence of his own fafety, and of 
die approach of the army. The Armenian Petrus, witht hemeflen*- 
gee from Meer Jaffier, arrived the lame day. The Tartar, withthp 
grooms, icon found a boat in which they embarked, and holding the 
horfes with the bridles lengthened, fwam them all fafely acrofs the 
river ; they joined the army die day after Mr. , Watts;. 

Intelligent* of their flight was carried, to the Nabob early in the 
morning after their departure, juft as he was about to commence 
hostilities againft Meer Jaffier- The information overwhelmed, him 
with aftoniflunent and terror for it convinced him at once of what 
he had hitherto dilhelieved,. that the Englifh were confederated with 
Jaffier ; and feeing now the whole extent of his danger, magnified' 
by his own timidity, he determined; if poffible, to feparate their 
union; and immediately revoking the orders to .attack Jaffier, he 
employed emifiaries to neat with him.. At the fame time feverai 
of the Nabob’s officers, on whofe friendfhip Jaffier relied, were ex- 
horting him to a reconciliation ; to which he feemingly agreed, bur,, 
other through fufpkion or from,, refilled to vifit the Nabob.. Such 
an objection at any other feafon would have excluded all further in- 
tercourfe; but the Nabob, relinquiflung his ftate, went to the pa- 
lace of Jaffier with a retinue 'not fufficient to . give umbrage. This 
vifit produced, an agreement, fan&ified, as ufual, by .mutual oaths 
on the Koran. Jaffier promifed' neither to join or give affiftance to 
the Engtifh in the impending conteft ; the Nabob to permit him as 
food as peace fhould be reftored, to retire unmolefted out of the pro- 
vince with his family and tiealures* This ‘interview was on the 
15th, and- precarious as the reconciliation was, it elated the Nabob 
fir much, duff he immediately wrote m terms of defiance to Colonel 
Clive,, -ahhaugh he had not received the puuifidb fraught with ac- 
c uft rio o* , which Clive bad ditched -to him onlmvingChander- 
nsgote*. ‘‘ Jforepioached tbeB^glifh, in- the fharfeft jnrodbvee, 
u with tbe iighatifMr. Watt* SuTpieion,” IM&h “thatfome 
f* trick was intended^.had been die teal caufe. vriuch had induced 

“ him; 
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mm, « h*m to keep his army fo long at Plafly i but Gblf ah8 the Prophet 
^ * *• would punifh thofe by whom the treaty was violated.** He at 

the fame time ordered his whole army, in which Were n'Ow Included 
the troops of Jaffier, to affemble with the utmoft diligence dt their 
former enc am p m ents at Plafly, and lent orders to >Mr. Law, who 
was waiting with Ins party at Boglipore, to come to his 
with the utmoft expedition. 

The Englifli army arnved and halted on the i6th at Patlee, a 
town on the weftern Ihore of the river of Cofliinbuzar, about fix 
miles above the jundion of this with the Jelingeer river. Twelve 
miles above Patlee, on the fame fhore, is the fort of Cutwah ; the 
walls of winch were only of mud ; but it commanded the paflage 
of the river. The governor of this fort had promifod to furreuder 
after a little pi e tthde d refinance, and Major Coote was font forward 
on the 1 7th with 200 Europeans, 500 Sepoys, one field-piece, and 
a fmall mortar, to foftjmon die place. The town of Cutwah lies 
about 300 yards foUtlffof the fort, and is feparated from it by the 
Agey, a river which teles rile in the high lands of Berbohin. 
The detachment landed at midmght.and found the town abandoned; 
but not being able to make ufe either of the field-piece dr mortar, 
becatrie feme of their apputtenances had been left behind, remained 
•quiet until day-break, when Major Coote went to the bank of the 
river, and waved a white flag, which for feme time wa# anlwered 
only by foot. However, the governor at length came d ow n tothe 
opposite bank, but indeed efcompliance, defied the attach. At loon 
as he was returned into the fort, the Sepoys defied the river, and, 
under (hdter of a ridge, fired upon the ramparts, whtlft the-Buro- 
peaos marched to the left, in order to ford at lbme diftanlce from the 
fort. As ioah as the gdrifon law them ehfering the river, they fee 
fire to a Ihed of matts, which had been ruled to pfofoft the wafts 
from the fin and rria, enl as loon as all parts wurafoHt blaze* they 
usa dt their efeape to the northward. iMhe len, and in fo- 
Hflfi fotenariaa in 'the ue^bahttood^'ahiM^-fo^ as nfoch floras 
— a i d fly i ft ii u iboeo men for a nftijpBrmy 

arrived dt Cutwafc in the evening, • uig' mre 
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bit jftP’JWBfc. day l hecainy &afon began, wifo i^w<»koc€, ihat 
they were ohligpdyfgihrikc their tents, and ihdter " tbeqftfelYgs in 
foe huts aid bojriM’of the town. 

. \ The Nabob)* troops feeing m the it^penottig wamn; .no proipep 
t>f plunder, as in the Poking of Calcutta, and much more danger, 
clamoroufiy refofed ta quit the city, until the arrears of their p^r 
were discharged: this tumult lafted three days, nor was it appealed 
until they had obtaineda l$rge distribution of money. Colonel Cfiie 
had dispatched $ letter everyday Since he left Chandernagpre, in- 
forming Meet Jaffier of his-prqgreSs and Stations, but he had hither- 
to received only one letter |rom Jaffier, which arrived on the 17th, and 
was dated the day before. In this Jaffier acknowledged Jiis iteming 
reconciliation with the Nabob, and his oath not toaffift the English 
againft him ; but Said, nevertheless, that the purport ed his covenant 
with them muft be earned into esecution. This' ambiguous oom- 
mvnication, at Sb decisive a time, made Colonel Clive fufpedl that 
he might betray the English, .by leaguing jwith the.Nabob, and de- 
termined him. not to crofs foe -river into .t^e iSlraj jqf CoSfimbyzar 
until this doubt Should be removed. The two-next day spafled in 
disappointed eppedariona of farther intelligence ; but,, on the iafo, 
returned the meflenger. whom Mr. Watts had dilpatched to Muxa? 
davad on his arrival, at Culnah.. He reported, that he had been in- 
troduced to Mepr Jaffier and his Son Meirum, in a private court of 
their palace, into which, as Soon as theybegan to queSlion him, 
came Some other perfons, whom he SuppoSedto belong to the 
bob ; for, as Soon as they appeared, Meirum threatened to cnt off lps 
lwad as a Spy, and the heads of aUtheEngliSh^if they Should^*. fo 
ends .the rivet into foe iflaod .fropa this reportnoconfoq ucnccs pould 
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Tat Wai of BrtfoAL. 
tertO Omarbeg contained feveral particulars ofthe 
tireen himfelf and the Nat>ob, and gave (bote acctaafOf fhe>fhrfeof 
the army. But neither letter explained hit own defignahrlhe 
field, or propoied any jilanr of operations fer the Wwiy * = i pi M f 

communication, therefore, although it abated Cdoed C Btrtltf 
picions of JafBei , « treachery, fid not confirm him in any t&uaot 
upon his rdbfatioa ar affiftance : and much con founded hy this per- 
pkidty, as well as by the danger of commg to affion without fade, 
of which the Englifli had none, he wrote the fame day to the Ra- 
jah of Bnrdawan, who was difcon tented with the Nabob, inviting 
him to join them with his cavalry, even were they ooly a thoofand 
But, recol ie Qi n g that the princes of Indoftan never join the flandfatf 
which doubts of fuccefs, his amrieties fcicreafed fay the dread of 
thofe imputation Sy to which he forefirw die p r efen t caution of his 
eooduft would be expofcd, if, after having engaged the pubfit well 
fine in a preyed of fudl importance and ti&tte* he Jhoukhecedfe from 
die attempt in the very hour of event. He, therefore, fcfchafr red- 
to confult his oflidn, and aflembled- them diet neat day muNpdL 
They were 20, and he peopofed to their coafidentkfe, “ Whethe r 
“ the army fltould imm e diatel y cro& into the ifland of CiAifooear 
“ aodii attr&tipws attack the Nabob ^ of whether, availing them- 
w fdves of the great quantity of rice which they hed’Uken at Ctat- 
“ wh, duty flaould maintain them&Ive* thefts during die ramy 
■* feafim, and in the mean time invite the Moratteta to enter flfo 
^ province aqdjoin them t'’t 2 fijn*ary to the fiants uftu% pr*0&4 
in council* of war, of taking the voice of fheyoteigrtt dflRftrfHtf, 
and a£cen<fing from thl* t» Ae opinion of the 'pMdhMi QbteMI 
Cfive gave ma ownephtfen fidfcy Which was, «? 

** wah ;** ahil then ‘^fiasdd to the Ibweft 
•effion of sunk. TheiEIigdrsfcHpatrick » 

» WJrnfidfc faht'lRIjor Coot# reafboed 
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^pdamaff’ ftscommuninttioa with C a l cutta, -*when 
*♦. might fu» it 4 s efleauallyas die loft 

4 V«f tfe therefor? advifrd, that they fhould either ad- 

“ ., vance an d fogitje the cocteft i m me di a te ly, or immediately return 
M to Calcutta/* jfeis v«y rare that a council of war decidesfor 
battle? for as the commander never confults his officers in this au- 
thentic form, but when great difficulties are to be fu mounted, the 
general con^uptcafton, htycreafes die ft nfe of rifoue and danger 
which every one brings ' with him to the coniultation. Thirteen 
officers were agsinft, and only ieven voted for immediate a&ion. The 
(pn/Krtn of this -council in no wife alleviated the anxieties of Clive? 
for, as foon as it brake up. He rented alone into the adjoining grove, 
where he remained near an hour in deep meditation, which eon- 
vinpad him of theufafoidity of flopping where he was ; and a&ng 
noaruntioely from hunfelf, he gave orders, an his return to his quai> 
teus, that the arrriy foould croft die river the next morning. 

,Thc fiok were lodged w the fort of Cutwah, and at fun-rift, on 
the and, the anay bqgan to pafs? all were landed on the opposite 
foorc by four in die afternoon, at which time another meflenger ar- 
rived with a letter from Jaffier* which had likewife been diipatched 
on the 19th, but had taken bye-roads, and was delayed by other pre- 
cautions- The purport was, M That the Nabob had halted at Mun- 
“ cam, -» village for miles to the fouth of Coffinabuxar, and intended 
“?» entrench and wait the event at that place, where Jaffier pro- 
** paftd that the Englifo foould attack him by furprixe, marching 
M round by die inland part of the tfland.** Colonel Clive imme- 
diately ftnt back the meflenger with thisanfwer, “ That he foould 
V jwnfo bo Plafly without delay, and would foe next morning ad- 
intro fm wflea farther to thavifojgeof Da u d p o or ; but if Meer 
join him thony he would mike peace with the 
«u|dmD«dii|giy the troops proceeded before fop-fe t, eon- 
fouteiugfoifemafch to tbepeogrds of the boots, whidh,*s before, 
Wire teapot [fopfofoyiin ftraamjapd having, by unceafing toil, ad* 
naa oa dbfte a o wflrofo eight hoys, arrived at one in the mmm% 
ft&M*. The amyhtunsdiatriy took po&flkn of the adjofth{ 

Za g* wfo 
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ggnre, when, to their great furprize, the amtintuff (band o P^ r c nw , 
demotes, and cymbals, which always accompany the night* Watches 
of an Indian camp, convinced* them that they were wkMnw inK 
of the Nabob’s army. His intention to remain at Mutafefcra, had 
arifen from a fuppofitkm that the Englilh would Advance inime- 
diatcly after they had taken Cutwah, and' would arrive at Plaffy 
before his own could get there but as foon as he found that they 
were not fo aftive, he continued "his march, ancTarrived at the camp 
of Plafly twelve hours before them. 

The guards and centinels being ftationed, the reft of the troops 
were permitted to take reft. The foldlers flept; bur few of the 
officers, and leaft of all the commander. On the other hand, the 
dependency of the Nabob increaftd as the hour of danger approached; 
Sirring in his tent in the evening of his arrival at the camp, it chepced 
that lus attendant! quitted him one after another in order to fty*their 
ufual prayers at luh-fct, until they left turn quite alone ; when e 
common fellow, either through ignorance, or with an intention to 
fteal, entered the tent unperceived, until hte Was diicovemd by the 
Nabob j who ftaiting from the gloomy ft i efim u in which he was 
abfbrbed, haffily recalled his attendants with this emphatictetd** 
xnatioo, ** Sure they foe me dWd.” 

The grove of Plafly extended north' and fouth about 800 yards in 
length, and 300 in breadth, and was planted with mango-trees, in 
regular row*. It was indofed by a flight bank an* ditch, but the 
ditch was choakrd witir coarfe weeds and brambles. The abgie'to 
the fouth-weft was 200 yards from the river, but tint to the' Worth* 
weft not more than 50. A fade to the north of the grave, and on 
the hank of the river. Hood a huftting-houfe of the N Abolft, encam- 
ped by a garden-wall. The river, a idle before' ft* ’reaches' this 
houfe, curves to the ibutilNreft nearly in the fhape o f ftl tftto riodhpei 
fef Mfog a peninfbla about three ndes in ofwhich 

ftom the ftieam to the lteim’WMlh'% tettmoretha*** 
bf a mile acrofs. About 300 ynflP idthc fboth%f 
OW^»». f hepn an entrenchment, whidl^lfcbyti^ Bp 

to fccure us camp : the foufeern fo&jftNfoting tfagtove dfPlafl}, 
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at t end e d nearly in. % ftrejghtdwe, aoe yacfo to ^ pd ,N> tfe® 
bank of the avers end then turning to the oertMl J& 
angle, continued nearly in tibia diwfiiott about three m t ffl t. Wthia 
this entrenchxnextf. encamped the whole army, of which* f/nt^c< 
wife occupied the paunfala. In dw wa> 1^*1 a Op 

which cannon wore mounted. About 300 yard* to the eaft of this 
redoubt, but without the camp, was a hillock cowered with trees-,- 
and 800 yards to the foutib of this hillock and the redoubt, was a 
fmall tank or pond; and too yards tu t her to the fouth w as a n othe r , . 
but much larger tank: both, as all fuch public reforveire of water in 
Bengal, were iurrounded by a large mound of earth at the diftaggg- 
of fome yard* from the margin of the water. 

At day-break, the enemy’s' army iffiiing. from many different open- 
ing! of the camp, began to advance towards the grove s 30,000 loot, 
18,000 horfe, and 50 pieces of carmen.. The greateft part of t^e 
fbat were armed with matchlocks, the reft with various arms, pikes, 
{words, anowr, rockets. The cavalry, both men and horfes, drawn 
from the northern regions* were much ftonttr than any whujhferve 
In the armies of Coromandel. The cannon were mn% of the 
tfergeft. calibres, 14 and 3a pounders; and thefe were mounted onr 
the middle of a large Page, railed fix feet from the ground, carrying 
fcsfidea the fwiw " , all the ammunition belonging to it, and the 
gUttaers themftlves who managed the cannon, on the ftage itfelf, 
Thefe machine* were drawn by 40 or 50 yoke of white 
of the largeft fine, bred in die country of Pufnea; tad behind toph- 
femon walked an elephant, trained to a&ft'at difficult, tugs, by 
ffiovingwith hit forehead agaiuft the bindor tort of the carriage. 
The m&atry and cavalry marched in. many liberate and oompaft 
Iktih .Fbcer vMab^d XtwNcfcttan» wideesjfce.cnmiiMnd of m 
Iiftr^ to«he‘!ti^tank,lb#»to*ft the gto*e, With 
immm rflfcht cawton. Tseolarger piece* baited 

this tank,' efarfe to the bank of the rivto* |Nbtod theft 
H I « w h n if «***£ jhtjp a^tbhir* ftifctt oon^ 
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leftdfthe hiHock osar their -camp, to the gmnA dbuot floo yank 
if thcToutbern angle of tike grove of Plafly : And igutha put 
Were the troops of Meer Jaffier, Roydooiub, and Lattee. laalitbe 
openings between the columns were ante ti pa ft fl the 
three, and four pieces together. 

Colonel Clive, viewing the enemy's array from thetop of the hunt* 
ing-houfie, was Unprized at their numbers, at well as the fpfctvdor and 
confidence of thdr array; but judging, that if his own tmpps remained 
in the grove, the enemy would impute the caution to foar, and grow 
bolder, he drew diem up in a line with the himtmg-honfr, and 
facing to die neared tank. They were goo Kuonprane, of wham 
100 were artillery-men; and 50 were frikns ; mo Topafiea, and 
1*00 Sepoys-, the artillery wore eight field piece*, aU foh-pounden, 
and two bdwkz : the Topefles were Maudod in the baits lion with 
the European*, the failore s lifted the artiikty-mea. The ^Hiiu 
with three fiftipwcee on tire sight, and the frige number « their 
left, were in the centre ; en the tight and left of which nrmiri 
the Sepoys in two rapid dmGonc. The dhoti gwo field pieoo* gf 
the howitura were advanced zoo yards in front of the left dirifion of 


Sepoy*, and p efted behind two brick-Jnhu. That hneert en dad don 
yard* beyeodtheti^btef the grave; but thediftanco of tha enemy 
Ht tim querter, prevented any danger of their falling upon the flesh 
befo re what&erer troops were ordered could foil back, retd range 
along the eaft fide of the grove. The firft fliot wra fired bp the 
enemy, at eight o'clock, ftomthetanks it killed on* awieroundtid 
another of die grenadier eo mp e ny , which waa pofted «g the tight 
ef the baceafwo. TWe, ae e find, woe followed by the oontinual 
fire of the reft of tire NdufoVratilkuyon the plain.; Jtatmoft of 
their font flew too high. The tumodmacod flchbfwrept. en fw um d 
the fire from the tank, ref flufi wa ffti he again* 

thddifierent d b dftraa of fterayamltety on the jdM^hpfirutra* 
rf ptint Hbflr fibre, 
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•rd*redth* wM*V«»y to rothe-ipt* tfre grove. Tlw.mwmy dated <JJJf ■ 
bythutettaMt tnilb J 

§mtcg*m %■ dw>0' Mw | | 'Hut. && . 'ftoffc 

ferthetroopt weraordend to fit doom, whilst ^ddi^aeas^loBe 
anfwered the enemy's cannon from behind the hank. Expfcmans 
of powder wore frequency ohferved amongft their arfillery. ;£$. 
eleven o’dqck Colonel, Cj^ve confulted his ofljccrt ; it the dftun 
head; audit wan xdalved tp maintain the cannonade* during the day, 
hut at midnight to attack the Nabobs camp. Abend neon a very 
heavy Ihower coveted the plain, and very (bon damaged the enemy's 
powder fa much, that their free flattened continually ; but the Englifh 
ammunition ferved on» The Na^bhed rmiained m Jus tent* oat o£ 
the reacbof danger, continualtyflatteredbyjus atteodapts aiuflofficers, 
of wliora one half were traitors, with $ffurances of viftbry? but abbot 
nsxm he was informed, that Meer Mnsdeen, the bed and moft fafrh* 


frd’vf his generals, was mortally wounded % a canqen-halL The 
misfortune difturbed him tp eacefsj he immediatdyfent for Meer 
jfaffier and as foon as he entesed the tent, flung Kistuibanflcm tjtr 
ground, paying, “ Jaffier, that turband you qmfr defend.” The 
other bowed, and with his hands an his breaft, promi&d his utmoft 
Services i and returning to bistjjoops ^ immediately dif- 

»!«««•* Qdooel <$^,^6pnung Jj^.rf what had paffed, 
m4 advifipg him other tP. %W f f : or ft all 
event*, to attack the Nabob’s camp at threp ^e^«4t «onu»ig i ' but 
tfcmcfe$er wasafcud toproceed whilfr tbe-iving continued. In 
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-f$Ui m to cannonade the enemy from, 'during their fKieilj and 
*M^or Kilpatrick impatient to feiae the opportunity, advanced from 
•tho grove with two companies of the battalion, and boo field-pieces, 
inarching feft towards the tank, and^ent mfbrmutien ofliwiMtiMl, 
and the realm of it, to his commander, who chstncedat ftk rirte 


to be lying down in the hnnting-houfe. Some fay he was afleep ; 
-which is not* improbable, confidering how little ltd he' had bad for 
‘fe many hoOrs before ; but this it ho imputation either againft his 
'dOfhrage dr conduit. Starring up, heran immediately fo the detach- 
ment, reprimanded Kilpatrick lharply far making inch a morion 
without his orders, commanded him to return to die grove, and bring 
up the" reft of die aSrmy ;*and then proceeded fBMklf with the de- 
TbAnwit to the tank, which Sin fray, feeing tfia fttty left without 
Support, abandoned ; and retreated to the redoubt of the intrench 2 ' 
meat, where he planted his fidd-piectes ready tfi aft again. 

;As fiie main hmof the'Ehglifh troops w€re advancing to the 
tank, thatjjartqf twlNabob'g army, which in tlie beginning of the 
aftion had formed, opjpoflfe to the foUth-eaft angle of the grove '~of 
Plafly, lingered a behind the r^, and when they 1 had 


palled the tiiiiilei $' 
S*7oith^ angle. 


halted, faced, and a dvanb ttl to wards 
^ w were the troops of Meer Jafller ; but 

tigttals not being ^nderflood, k was fttppoled that they intended 
to fill upon tb^bi^ga^e ahd boat's at die grove^ wbilft the CngliA 
army were engaged at thetarik. Three platoons of the line, wkilft 
in march, and a tium debdbed tooppofi them, tinder the 

command of Captain XSrant andUeutehaat Kami; and Mr. John 
Jfe hnft a rt e, a 'infcnigtd the field-piece, die fire of wh i ch 

feon flopped the aff#c4th' of fli*ibppofcd enemy: Mean while the 
artny bring arrived * ; the tai£k, got all their field-peces-npon the 
wound, and frotn.thcncabcgan to cannonade into titttflFftftft cuttt 

dt^&G? Clive atfSSd 7 !^ ‘ J 

afli mkf« thekeflertafikilnd the?! 

.shoot sbo ytfda to the left of^ft. From! 
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was renewed with more efficacy than before, and killed many of the 
oxen which were drawing the artillery, which threw all the trains 
that were approaching into diforder. On the other hand, the 
Frenchmen with Sin lray plvcd their field-pieces from the redoubt; 
anJ matchlocks from the intrenchments, from ditches, hollows, and 
every hole or fticlter, a a alfo from the bufhes on the hillock eaft of 
the redoubt, kept up a conftunt although irregular fire, whilft the 
cavalry advanced feveral times threatening to charge fword in hat i, 
but were always flopped and repulfed by the quick firing of the 
field-pieces. Neverthvlefs, the Englifh fuffered as much in this, as 
they had during all the former operations of the day. At length 
the troops of Jaffier appeared moving away from the field of* battle, 
without joining the reft 01 the Nabob’s army; which convincing 
Colonel Clive who they were, he determined to make one vigorous 
effort for victory by attacking at once Sinfray’s redoubt, and the 
eminence to the enftward of it, in the cover of which an ambufeade 
was fuf peeled. Two di' ilions of the army were appointed to the 
two attacks, and the main body advanced in the centre ready to 
fupport both, and to act, as occafion (hould offer, of itfclf. The 
div iiion on the right gained tire eminence without firing or receiving 
a finglc (hot. At tire lame time the left marched up to the redoubt, 
■which Sinfrny, finding himfelf again deferted by his allies, quitted 
without farther rcliftance, and without carrying off his field-pieces. 
Thus the whole of the Englifh army entered the camp at five o'clock, 
without other obftacle than what they met from tents, artillery, 
baggage, and ftores, difperfed around them, and abandoned by an 
army which out-numbered them ten to one, and were flying before 
them on all fidcs in the utmoft confufion. 

The caulc of this {udden panic was the flight of the Nabob, who 
hearing that Mcer Jaffier remained inactive on the plain, and that 
the £ngli(h were advancing to ftorm his camp, mounted a camel, 
and fled at the utmoft pace of the animal, accompanied by about 
2000 horfemen. The victory was decided, and was confirmed by 
the arrival of the meifenger with the letter Cent by Mccr Jaffier at 
Vol. II. A a noon-; 
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noon • (bon after came another, whom Colonel Clive immediately 
returned with a note, requeuing Meer Jafficr to meet him the next 
morning at Daudpore. 

The Englilh foldiers being told, that they (hould receive a dona- 
tion of money, received the orders to march on to Daudpore with 
acclamations, nor (hewed any defire to (lop for the plunder which 
lay fpread around them. They halted, however, until the commif- 
(aries had taken poffcflion of as many oxen as fufficcd for all the artil- 
lery and carriages of the army : their own being much inferior to the 
Nabob’s. A detachment was lent forward, under Major Coote, to 
purfue, or rather to obferve if the enemy rallied ; and the whole 
army arrived at eight o’clock, and reded at Daudpore. This impor- 
tant vi&ory was gained with little lofs. Only 16 Sepoys were killed, 
and 36 wounded, many of whom (lightly : and of the Europeans 
about 20 were killed and wounded ; of which number, fix of the 
killed, and ten of the wounded, were of the artillery, as were like- 
wife the only two officers who were wounded during the different 
operations of the day. 

In the morning. Colonel Clive deputed Mr. Scrafton and Omarbeg 
to conduit Meer Jafficr to Daudpore, who received them with re- 
ferve, and an air of anxiety, as if he apprehended, that the Englilh 
refented his conduct, in not having joined them, conformably to his 
promifes ; he, however, immediately proceeded with them to Daud- 
pore, accompanied by his fon Meirum, and his ufual retinue. 
On entering the Englifh camp, he alighted from his elephant, and 
the guard drew out, and reded their arms, to receive him with the 
ufual honours. Not knowing the meaning of this compliment, he 
ftarted hack, as if he thought it a preparation to his dedrudion ; 
but Colonel Clive advancing badily, embraced, and ialuted him 
Nabob of Bengal, Behar, and Orixa, which removed his (ears. 
They conferred about an hour, he making fome apologies, and the 
Colonel no reproaches ; but adviled him to proceed immediately to 
the city, and not to fuller Su rajah Dowlah to efcape, nor his treasures 
to be plundered. Meer Jaffier returning to his troops, hadened with 
them to Muxadavad, and arrived there in the evening, that is, of 
4 the 



Book VII. Surajah Dowlah. 

the 24th. Colonel Clive then difpatchcd letters to Roydoolub, Latty, 
and Monickchund, and to Monickchtind he promiicd that no en- 
quiry fhould be made concerning the plunder of Calcutta. The army 
proceeded in the afternoon, and halted fix miles beyond Daudpore. 

Surajah Dowla^h got to the city before the midnight after the 
battle ; and not a few of his principal officers arrived there almoft 
as foon as himfelf. Tlufe he afltmbled in council. Some advifed 
him to deliver himfelf up to the Englifh, which he imputed to trea- 
chery ; others propos'd, that he fhould encourage the army by the 
offer of great rewards, and appear again at their head in the morn- 
ing. This he feemed to approve, and, having ordered an immediate 
diftribution of three months pay to the troops, difmified the council, 
and irtired into the leraglio, where, left to his own reflections and 
his women, his terrors returned. 

The next morning, the 24th, he fent away his women, with 50 
elephants laden w.th their furniture and ncccflaries, and with them 
a groat part of his own jewels, and fome gold rupees : and determined 
to efcape himfelf in the night ; but, having loft all confidence in 
every officer of diftindtion, whofe fortunes either he himfelf or his 
grandfather had made, he intruded his intentions only to the eunuch 
who governed his feraglio. The arrival of Mecr Jaffier in the even- 
ing, although he attempted nothing immediately, haftened the 
Nabob’s departure. Having dilguiled himfelf in a mean drefs, he 
went fecretlv at ten o’clock at night out of a window, carrying a 
calket of his moft valuable jewels, and attended only by his favourite 
concubine and the eunuch. They got umlifcovercd into a boat, which 
the cuuuch had prepared at the wharf of the palace : it immediately 
rowed away to the northward. It was his intention to efcape to Mr. 
Law, and with him to Patna, the governor of which province was a 
faithful adherent to his family. At midnight, Mcer Jaffier was in- 
formed of his flight, and immediately fent feveral parties in purfuit 
of him. In the morning, the whole city was in confuflon, no one 
knowing what was become of their late Nabob, and not perceiving 
his Ration occupied by any other. Moonlol, and feveral others of 
the Nabob’s familiars, were taken in the forenoon, endeavouring to 
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their efeape; and the next day the women, with the elephants be- 
longing to the feraglio, which the Nabob had lent away previous to 
his own departure, were (topped by fome of Nicer Jaffier’s troops at 
Bogwongolla, a town on the great arm of the Ganges, 1 5 miles to 
the n. e. of Muxadavad. 

The Euglilharmy arrived at noon, the 25th, and halted at Mau- 
dipoor, from whence Colonel Clive fent forward Mr. Watts and Mr. 
Walfh, attended by too Sepoys : they arrived at three in the afternoon 
in the city, and vilited Meer Jaffier, who then dilpatched more 
parties in purluit of Surajah Dowlah. Their viiit convinced the in- 
habitants whom they were to look up to as their future lord, and 
their exhortations, feconded by the. vicinity of the Englifh army, 
encouraged Meer Jaffier to proclaim himfelf Nabob. 

The next day, the 26th, Watts and Walfh vifited the Scati t where 
they met hfcer Jaffier and Roydoolub, and conferred concerning the 
payment of the flipulated monies, but Roydoolub infilled pertinacioufly 
that the whole amount of Surajah Dowlah's treafures was not fuffi- 
cient to fupply it. The reflitution, with the donations to the (qua- 
droon, the army, and the committee, amounted to 12,000,000 of 
Secca rupees, equal to 2,750,000 pounds. But other donation! were 
promifed, which have fmee been the foundation of feveral fortunes, 
although not then publicly avowed. 

Mr. Watts propofed, that the Seats fhould fupply the deficiency, 
and repay thcmfclves out of the future revenues. Roydoolub re- 
plied, that the Seats could not advance crores of rupees ; a crore is 
10,000,000. His objections railed as unfavourable prejudices of his 
charader, as were entertained of Omichund ; but the next day, the 
27th, the deputies had real caufe to think evil of liim ; for the Seats 
font Rungeet Roy to inform them, that a confutation had been 
held in the night, between Roydoolub, Meerum the fon of Meet 
Jaffier, and Cuddum Huffirin Cawn, an officer of diftrn&ian, in 
which it was propofed to aflaffinate Colonel Clive, who intended to 
have gene to the city that day ; but dunged Ida refolution on chit 
notice, and waited all the next at Coffinsbuzar for farther in- 
formation concerning this [dot ; during which, hie appohenfioni. 



Book VII. Surajah DdJ^LAH. 

were removed, but by what intelligence we do not know* 0% the 
29th in the morning, he enteredthe city, efcorted by too of the. 
battalion and 300 Sepoys, and proceeded to the habitation allotted 
for him. It was a palace and a garden, caUed Moraudbaug, and 
fpacious enough to accommodate all the troops which accost** 
panied him. Here he was immediately vifited by Meerupa, with 
whom he went to the palace of the late Nabob, where Meer 
Jaffi er with all the great officers in the city were Waiting for him. 
In the hall of audience was fixed the Mufnui or .throne, in which . 
Surajah Dowlah uled to appear in public. Jaffier, after the firft fa- 
lutation at the entrance, retu rned towards the inner part of the hall with 
Colonel Clive, and feemed dcfirous to avoid the Mujnud, which 
Clive perceiving, led him to .t, and having placed him on it, made 
obeifance to him, as Nabob of the provinces, in the ufual form?, 
and prefented a plate with gold rupees : he then, by an interpreter, 
exhorted the great men to be joyful that fortune had given them fo 
good a prince, in exhang'; for fuch a tyrant as Surajah Dowlah ; on 
which they likewife paid homage, and prefented gold. The next 
morning Jaffier vifited Clive, and conferred with him on the ftate 
of the tnafury, alledging, as Roydoolub had done, that there was- 
not fufficicnt to anl'wer all his engagements to the Englifh, but 
that he was neverthelcfs ready to agree to any reafonable accommo- 
dation. Clive propofed, and Jaffier agreed, to refer the matter to 
the Seats ; and, in order to -xtinguifh as fbon as poffible this brand of 
contention, they proceeded immediately to the houfe of the Seats 
accompanied by Watts, Scrafton, hlcerum, and Roydoolub. Omi- 
chund, who was attending, followed, thinking himfelf, at this very 
time, in as high a degree of eftimation with Clive, as any one who - 
bad contributed to the revolution ; but, oh his arrival at the Seats, 
finding that he was not invited to the carpet where the others were 
in conference, he fat down at a diftance near the outward part of the 
hall. ‘ 

The treaties, as written in Perficand Englifh, .were read, explained, , 
and acknowledged. After much converfation, Roydoolub. infilling, 
always on the fcaatinefs of the treasury, .it was agreed that onc-half 
* ' of; 
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17^. of tire money Ripulaticns (bould be paid immediately; two thirds 

*' * of this half in coin, and one third in jewels, plate, and efleds, at a 
J valuation ; but that the other half (hould be difcharged in three years 

at three equal payments : Roydoolub was allowed a commiffion of 
five in the hundred on the fums for reflitution, which amounted to 
1 7,700,000 rupees, and this was one of the gratuities which had been 
held out to Onuchund. The conference being ended, Clive and 
Screfton went towards Onuchund, who was waiting in fell aflu ranee 
of hearing the glad tidings of his good femme ; when Clive faid, 11 It 
* 4 is now time to undeceive Omichond on which, Scrafton faid to 
him in the Indoftan language, 44 Omichund, the red paper is a trick ; 
44 you are to have nothing.” Theft words overpowered him like a 
blafi of fulphur ; he funk back, feinting, and would have fallen to 
the ground, had notone of his attendants caught him in his arms ; 
they carried him to his palankin, in which they coveyed him to his 
houfe, where he remained many hours in Rapid melancholy, and 
began to (hew feme fvmptoms of infanity. Some days after, he 
vifited Colonel Clive, who advifed him to make a pilgrimage to feme 
pagoda ; which he accordingly did feon after, to a famous one near 
Maulda : he went, and returned infane, his mind every day more 
and more approaching to idiotifin; and, contraty to the ufual 
manners of old age in IndoRan, Rill more to the former excellence 
of his underflan ding, he delighted in being continually drefled in 
the richeft garments, and ornamented with the mod coftly jewels. 
In this Rate of imbcdllity, he died about a year and a half after the 
(hock of his difappointment. Grounded on his importance, by 
knowing the fecret, he held out the terror of betraying it, to fecure 
hit own advantages. Whether he would have betrayed it, if re- 
futed, is uncertain : for part of his fortune was in the power of 
the Englilh, and he had the utmoR vengeance of Jsffier and his 
confederates to fear. However, the experiment was not to be tried. 
Bat, on the other hand, as his tales and artifices prevented Su rajah 
Dowtkh from believing the reprefentations of his mofi t nifty fer- 
vent*, wlio early fufpe&ed, and at length were convinced, that 
die Ebgfifli were confederated with Jafter; the a*ooO,o6o of 

rupees 
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rupees he expedcd fhould have been paid to him, and he left to 

enjoy them in oblivion and contempt. 

On the ad of July, two days after the conference at the Stats, 
news came to the city that Surajah Dowlah wa . s taken, and the re- 
port excited murmurs amongft a great part of the army encamped 
around. The rowers of his boat, fatigued with exceffive toil, flop- 
ped in the night at Rajah Mahal, and the Nabob, with his concu- 
bine, rook ihelter in a deferted garden ; where he was difcoveprjl 
at break of day by a man of mean condition, whole ears he had 
caufed to be cut off, when at this place about 13 months before 
he took the fatal and furious refolution of returning from his in- 
tended expedition againfl Purncah, to the deftru&ion of Calcutta- 
The injured man revealed nim to the brother of Meer Jaffier, re- 
filling in the town, and he to the foldiers who were feeking him- 
They hurried him back to Muxadavad with the eager diligence of 
men who knew the value of their prize ; and to recommend them- 
fclves ftill more to their employers, treated him with every kind of 
infulence and indignity compatible with the prefervation of his life. 
In this manner they brought him, about midnight, as a common 
felon, into the prefence of Meer Jaffier, in the very palace which 
a few days before had been tire feat of his own refidence and des- 
potic authority. It is faid that Jaffier feemed to be moved with 
compaffion ; and well he might, for he owed all his former for- 
tunes to the generofity and favour of Allaverdy, who died in firm 
reliance, that Jaffier would repay his bounties by attachment and 
fidelity to this his darling adoption ; who, himfelf, to Jaffier at leaft, 
was no criminal. Surajah Dowlah proftrated himfelf,- and with ex- 
ceffive tremor and tears implored for life alone. But Meerum, the 
ion of Jaffier, a youth not feventeen, fierce, barbarous, and in his 
nature cruel as Surajah Dowlah himfelf, inftfled on inftant death. 
Jaffier ordered the prifoner to be removed, and die foldiers who had 
taken led him into a diftant chamber, oue of the vileft of the pa- 
lace, which they guarded in expeftation of farther orders. Moft of 
the pr jaap al men in the government were at this time in the pa- 
lace, |Qp to tdtify their refpedb, others to tcanfa& the afiairs of 

their. 
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tbek offices. All thefo Jaffier conlultod. Some, although they 
had before trembled at the frown of Surajah Dow 1 ah, now de- 
fpifed the meannefs of his nature, more thau they had dreaded the 
malignancy of his dilpofition : others, for their own fakes, did 
not chufo to encourage their new lovereij'n in defpotic ads of blood- 
(hed : fome were aduated by veneration for the memory of Alla* 
verdy : others wilhed to preferve Su rajah Dowlah, either as a refource 
to themfelves, or as a reft mint upon Jaffier : all thefe propofed a 
find but mild impriibnment. But the reft, who were more fubtle 
courtiers, feconded the opinion of Meerum, r preknting the rifqucs 
of revolt and revolution to which the government of Jaffier would 
continually.be expofed, whilft Surajah Dowlah lived. Jaffier him* 
felf gave no opinion ; and Meerum feeing his unwillingness to pro* 
liouncc, ad vi fed him ro go to reft ; and he himklt would take care 
of the prifoncr. Jaffier, pretending to underftaml thefe words as 
if they meant no violence, difmifled the aflembly, and retired into 
the inward apartments of the palace ; when Meerum privately fent 
one of his own menial fervants, in whom he inoft confided, to the 
guard, with the fatal mandate; which they received with the ruth- 
ids alacrity of ruffians who murder for reward. Their boiiterous 
uttrufion into the chamber immediately convinced Surajah Dowlah 
of their purpofe, and the inftant terrors of death threw him into a 
ftrong agony of bitter lamentation. At length he recovered fuffi- 
ciently to afk leave to make his ablutions, and to fay iiis prayers. 
A pot of water chanced to be near, which the executioners, impa- 
tient to perform their work, haftily threw over his head. The for* 
vaut then (truck with his poignard, and the others finifhed the maf- 
(acre with their fwords. His mangled remains were expofed, in the 
morning, through the city, upon an elephant, and then carried to 
the ftwwb of Allavcrdy, where they were buried. The populace 
beheld the pioceffion with awe and confternation ; and the fokbery, 
having no longer the option of two lords, accepted the promifos of 
jfojfief, and refrained from tumult 


Thus 
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Thus perifhed Su rajah Do#lah, in the 20th yea r of* hi* agfc, and 1 75#. 
the 1 5th month of his reign, by the hands of violence, aside father 
and grandfather had perifhed before him j and by means not tfofike 
thofe which were employed by both his grandfathers to deftrpy the 
heir of their benefador, by whom they, as Jaffier by them, had 
been promoted from obfeurity to the high eft ranks of' the 
There were found with his lecretary copies of the letters he had 
written to Mr. Bufly in Chicacole, and to Mr. Law in Behar. In ane 
to Mr. Bufly, dated a few days after he had fwom to the peace con- 
cluded with the Engtiih on the 6th of February, he pfefleth him to 
feud 2000 men under the command of trufty officers, and in another 
invites him to march hhnfelf with his whole force into Bengal. To 
Mr. Law he writes foon after his departure into Behar, and before 
the confederacy againft hitnfelf began to move, that he is determined 
to attack the Englifh, and orders him to return immediately with 
his party to Muxciavad. Tyrant as he was, if he had refpe&ed the 
advice of his grandfather Allaverdy, and not have excited the detes- 
tation of the Gentoos, at the fame time that he was rendering him- 
felf dreadful to the principal Mahornedan officers of his court, dm 
Englifh would have found no alliance fufficient to have ventured the 
rifque of dethroning him : but it is probable that the fame iniquity 
of character, which urged him to the deftru&ion of Calcutta, would 
foon have called forth other avengers of other atrocious deeds. 

The party of Frenchmen, 'with Mr. Law, advanced from Bagti* 
pore as foon as they received the laft fummons of Surajah Dowlah, 
but fo late, that they had not paffod Tacriagully, when they heard 
feme confided reports of the battle of Plafly, on which Mr. Law 
halted, watting for mom certain information. Had he immediately 
proceeded 20 miles farther, he would the next day have met and favpd 
Surajah Dowlah, and an order of events, vwy different from thofe 
which we have to relate, would in all probability have ehfeed. Acker 
waiting fMtodays at Tacriagully, Mr. Law received that 

he was takaut 00 which he immediately marched back into Behar, 
intending 10 offer bis fervwe to tUmnaiauy the vice-nabob of dfe 
pravim*. 

Vol. II. Bb Of 
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ryyy. ^ the Gentoos whom Allaverdy had raided to high appoint* 

L -J. "** meet*, Ramnarain {earn to have been the only one, whofe gratitude 
had not been eft ranged by the defpotic caprices of Surajah Doodah* 
But they were conceded by the fame refeatments: for,, whilft Sura* 
jah Dowlah was harbouring grudge againft Mber Jafter at Mtfxadt- 
vad, Ramnarain was at variance- with a brother, and a brother-in- 
law of Meer Jaffier, who. held confiderabk employments at Patna. 
The knowledge of this animofity had deterred Reydoelub, although 
conaefte d with Ramnarain by religion as well ss bufinefs, from at* 
tempting to gain his concurrence to the confederacy; nor does it 
appear that Ramnarain knew any thing of it until it was brought to 
the point of detifion. In the mean while, he regarded the patty 
with Mr. Law as an important nefource to Surajah Dowlah, in cafe 
hoftjlkjes ftwnld be renewed with the Engftfh, end had aceorrimgly 
fupplied them* although fecretly, with the means of fbbfiftance 
ever face they had retreated into his province. The new regency 
at Muxariarad had, therefore, no teafen an expeft bit willing ac- 
quiescence to the revolution, or not to that he would not 

entertain the party with Mr. Law, and even ftrengthen hhnfidf ftill 
more fay affiances, with the neighbo uring pawns to the weftward* 
The heft maaas of a v ertin g thefe oo nftq oe n crs c on ftfled in fending 
a detachment expedite and ftrong enough to deftroy the French 
party before they reached Patna, or a ferae fuffident to deter Ram- 
narian feam taking them into his pay when they Should arrive there. 

Meer Jaflkx, nntwkhftandkag the feenung a c qui cibcnec of the 
feUsery to las acceffion, was aJbad’to craft: any oonfideraMe body of 
ftaun atadiftanee, and efpeciaUy m the precarious province of Be- 
hais bat wasaflnmed toadmsuriedge his miftruft, which Clive pene- 
trated, aad de termin e d to andnt s ke the espedirioo with the Englifh 
troops alone* The detachment confifled of ijaEn a ^tiu, riueo 
ettoyanies each of too fltigsy* 50 Latent, aid; tatot«^ld-pwoa(%" 
bjifeMaadto, and M&r Coofe tow aapiipVli'the cemmtttd., 
TTirttfcfrg-, ftcces, carriages, aamronia£pd ywifioaai m Mp 
ladmik dp 1 boat*, all afwfcklMrofe va#i|. ' e^uipt l - wbstberorith 

t att ers - 
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rower* or tackle ; and, neverthdefs, were not ready fadhrefche 6th 
of July, when they left Muxadavad ; by which time, this 'French 
party had got half-way to Patna. 

The news of the battle of Plafiy was brought to Calcutta on the 
35th of June in a letter from Colonel Clive to Mr. Drake, tl it go- 
vernor, who immediately communicated it to the council. The 
vi£tory was deemed deciiive ; and all reftraints of Secrecy being now 
removed, the purport of the treaties were immediatefy revealed by 
the members of the council to all they met. In a few minutes all 
the inhabitants of the town, impatient to hear or tell, were in the 
(beets. The reftitution of public and private property ; t^e dona- 
tions to the (quadran, the army, and individuals ; the grants to the 
company * the privileges to the Englilh commerce ; the companion 
of die profperity of this day with the calamities in which the colony 
was overwhelmed at this very feafbn in the preceding year : in a 
word, this fuddt-j reverie and profufion of good fortune intoxicated 
the fteadieft minds, and hurried every one into the excefles of in- 
temperate joy ; even envy and hatred forgot their energies, and were 
reconciled, at lead for a while, to familiarity and good-will ; for 
every one (aw that his own portion of advantages was intimately 
and infeparably blended with that of every other perfon in the 
(etdement. 

Hie presidency immediately prepared a veflel to carry thefe wel- 
come ridings to England. Mr. Mudngham, who had been deputed 
from Fulta to Madrafs, chancing to return at this rime to Calcutta, 
was immediately lent to . Muxadavad, where Coload Clive, Mr. 
Watts, and himlclf, were appointed to ad as a committee in the 
management of all public affairs. Their firft cate was to get the 
nancy ftjpukted by the treaties. Roydoduh perfifted in his afton* 
rions of . the fcanrinefs of Surajah DowlahV treafury, and eadea- 
voumd to. prove them fay ftda v^h. were not true. ... M length, 
«ftw a. variety of d&uffions art et ; ^ 

tore waa packed mm 700 laden m 100 boats, whnfe 

pto c esded under t£§ due of (omen to Nudiah 5 from whence they 
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were efcorted by all the boats of the fquadron and many others, 
pmceeding with banners difplayed and mofick (inn&g, as a tri- 
umphal proceftion, to contrail that in which the inhabitants of the 
G tnges had (een Surajah Dowlah returning the year before from the 
deitru&ion of Calcutta. Never before did the EnglUh nation at 
one time obtain fuch a prize in folid money ; for it amounted f.n 
the mint) to 800,000 pounds fterling. From real or pretended dif- 
ficulties, no more money was received until the 9th of Auguft, 
when Roydoolub paid 1,655,358 rupees; and on the 30th of the 
fame month he delivered gold, jewels, and ca(h, amounting to 
1,599,737 rupees: the three payments amounted to 10,7^5,737 
rupees. The whole fum agreed to be paid, as one half of the impu- 
tations of the treaty, was 1 1 ,350,000 rupees : the deficiency, 584,905, 
was frill detain?; bit the commiflion which had been promifed was 
paid to RcyddBftib. 

Dating the receipts of the money the committee had Ukewifo at* 
tended to the other articles of the treaty. A mint was efrablifhed at 
Calcutta, and the firR rupees were coined there on the 19th of 
Augufr. Agents werefont to re-cftablifh the fubordinate factories. 
Mandates from tbs Nabob were iflued for the freedom of the E'ng- 
Uflk trade throughout the province, but permitting it only under the 
nfual paffport of the company's dufrock, and without exemption 
from the former prohibitions of dealing in any commodities, except- 
ing fuch as were imported, or were purchafed to be exported to fea. 
It was difficult to define the limits of the lands ceded to the com- 


pany, fouth of Calcutta, for they had never been furveyed by the 
government : and great quantities of fait being manufa&urcd in the 
dBbifrs nearefr the fro, the tenants and renters, who gamed much 
by this commodity, were evorie to the inttodo&pa of new msfrers, 
who, as merchants, might wifh to appropriate till » Jrtfc to them- 
fthttf : their patrons, refondngtbc lob of d sad *£ 

, .n ^ * - All a-u#,. j g A m ' 

wnicn CNp flMMM&wT fWtir JJWPlMw* wyHW Wff 
'to prevent the Nabob fruto‘gHgf 4 le& difrzifts stoifc 
Er^iiandpicvaiMfo tar, that* 
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hoc exercilc an y authority in them, until all the lands had been 
forveyed, and every nfkn’s pofleffion afcertained. 

All the profperiries which had been imagined oft the news of. the 
battle ofPlaffy were now realized in Calcutta. A committee of the 
moft refpe&atde inhabitants were appointed to dHlribute the money 
received for the reftitution of the loffi» of individuals, and. executed 
the office with much difcretion and equity. Commerce revived 
throughout the fettlement, and affluence began u> fyx ad in every 
houfe ; but as it is the nature of man to err yckh great changes 
of fortune, many, not content with the undifputed advantages ac- 
cruing from the revolution, immediately began to trade in {alt and 
other articles, which had hitherto been prohibited to all Eu-jopeaos i 
and Meer Jaffier complained of thefo encroachments within a month 
after his acceffion, which, although checked for the prefcnt, were 
afterwards renewed, and at laft produced much more mifchigf that* 
cv«r dif nterefted fagacity could have forefoen. 

Admiral Watfon bandy lived to foe the effcds of thofo fuccefles, 
to which his conduct had fo much contributed: he died on the 
r6th of Auguft, after five days illnefo, of the malignant fever pe- 
culiar at this feafon of the year to die lower climate of Bengali 
The frankncfs agd integrity of his nature^ and his zeal for the ho- 
nour of his nation, had endeared him to att ranks of his country- 


men, whereibever he appeared in India. 

In this interval continual advices had been received from Major 
Coote of the progrefs of his detachment, which had met with ever * 
mord interruptions than ought have been expeded from the infuf- 
ftcaenries of the outfet. The boats, for want of rowers, could not 
be towed at laft as the troops marched on feme, which obliged him. 


before they arrived at the head of the iQaad df €offimbuxar, to prefo 
f 1 men out of three large trading boats which- were coming dowri 
the On the roth of Jbly/ whkh Wastho fth <ky after their 
depur^a^lm MuxSdavad, ftke erodes; and on the- 1 iffethe boats, 
arrival tfl hjiihmAid , 40 rh®d h ty hn dhhixadavad^i where a bro- 
ther of Meet had font tzft horfeto meet the 

detach tbeafron thlronft. and m rifeifod ever* other kind of affiftanoe» 


but. 
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1757. but afforded none. However, after five dijrs delay, the boats were 

‘jT J repaired, but the horfemen refuied to proceed without two 

pay, which Major Coote had neither money or orders to furnifh : he 
therefore continued his march without them on the 13th, and on 
the t8th arrived at Bpgljtpore, which is 65 miles from Rajahmahal . 
Here he received intelligence, that Mr. Law’s party had four 
days before puffed the city of Patna, which is 55 miles beyond 
Boglipqre. Major Coote left this place on the 1 9th, and was followed 
the nest day by 60 horfemen, lent by the governor under the com- 
mand of his fon. On the arft, the horfemen, troops, and ar- 
rived at Mooghcir, which by the road is 35 miles farther. The 
garrifon, on the appearance of the detachment, who expeded to 
have been admitted into the fort, manned the ramparts, and (hewed 
their lighted matches, which obliged the troops to nmrh round 
the walls. On thc<syd they arrived at Burhia, 30 miles farther on. 
By this time fb many mifchances had happened to the fleet of boats , 
fevers! having feta loft, others (handed, and fame continually 
■breaking from thtiowing lines, that Major Quote landed the field- 
pieces and ammunition at Burhia, and the fame evening proceeded 
fix miles farther ten Jfrmiipnrn. At two in die afternoon of the 
next day the tmo pi na|ra wed at Panarack, it miles farther. 
During this march*!! tl|p£oropean fbMiers were abiding mutinous 
language in complaints of their hardfhips and fatigues. Major Coote, 
impatient to teach Paten, refolved to teferve their chaftifement until 
he arrived there, but, as an immediate difgracc, pet them all into the 

5 miles farther t» the toimefBahar. Proc e e ding with diem thenest 
4 ajr, which was the sfth, whilft the Europeans were following at 
Mfbre, he arrived at night at Putwab, which » sf miles front 
Bsdiar, and only fimm, from Puna. During that diy** march he 
tserived two fetters, andlhaywcre dm fit ft, from JUfljteOraim, apqH 
^gteing for the efcapeofribeFrench p arty, sod itef Utti n g it to the 
rn “*** BwUMwt » deputttfe« 
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intentions, ofSfi^r Chest. They informed him that ftamharain 1 757. 
had returned duly W/o days bcfene from an two 1 M * 

difobedient chiefs of Moy and Sader, whole diftrifislay Shout’ 36 jU J ‘ 
miles fouth-ea(t of Paths ; that immediately on his return hehsd 
proclaimed Meer JafBer Nabob Of Behar, and Oriia } that 

he had lent forward 2000 of his troop*, horfe and foot, in purfuit of 
Mr. Law, and that he had difbanded the greattA ptf of the reft. 

The next day, the 26th, at ten in the forenoon, the whole detach* 
ment, as well as the boats, strived at the Eagfhh fe&oiy, whichis 
a fpacious building fituated on the banlr of the liver, juft without the 
weftem wall of the city. Major Coote immediately prepared to 
vifit Ramnarain, but was prevented by a meflage, defiling him to 
take forne repole, and to defer his vifit until' the neaft day : in die 
afternoon three Europeans and fome Sepoys, who were leading lbme 
ca ttle to the faftoiy, were, without provocation, atiaulted and woun- 
ded by a number of Peons belonging to the garrifon. Complaint 
was immediately made to Ramnarain, who (hewed no indinatibn to 
rodiefs the outrage r and moreover defired Major Coote not to vifit 
him, as was intended, the next day, left the fcerehaomal fhould g ive 
eccafion to quarrels betwixt their refpegtive attendants. An Engiilh 
Officer, likewife, walking ar the town; overheard two men of con* 
dfcion, who did not foppofehkn to underftand their language, 
miking of a defign to maf&ttt die Engiilh detachment, hi die 
ni ght many of the E u rope an s got drunk, and 30 of the moft difor- 
derly, who had likewife been foremoft in the mutiny oh the road, 
were fekAed, and confined for ppuflaMat 
The next day Major Coote co nfcr itdvfith Mahmud A&y the 
brother, and Meer Cdfita* die brmfa# in Um t 6 f Meet Jsfflwi 
they informed him that the Frtrttfc f*rtf mifftt iSfilyh#e fat# 
ftn# if l tamner ain had fo whMt t 3 nu; v # heSrkig^the del£h 
•fSssf^# ffcwUh, lie hadfcaimS^ah EW**ih, thelieaghboar- - 
ing asdyttsierful fobsh inde- 

jg rTii irr if liiiMii tf st^#n#i®s* wtafr sffit huh with 

fiiinm; aiinfajffliii|; him mpatUi «J# Ftantfe petty on the fion- 
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1757. jab Dowlah encouraged his views, but was prevented by events, 
* which more immediately concerned himfolf, from marching with 
** 7 ' bis ermv into Bahar. They likewife affected that Ranmaram had 
confultcd his confidents on the means of daftroyiag the E n glish de- 
tachment. This infbnnatioo determined the Ma|or to proceed with 
all expedition to the frontiers’ of Oude. 

The new day the 30 mutineers were tried and flogged ; tins pu- 
w Hhmcn t was judged adequate to their offence, becaufe of the great 
frtigues they had endured : for they had inarched from Rajamahoi 
to Patna in eleven days and a half, without the iotermiffion of one 
day’s halt, and the diftance, meafored by a perambulator, is 201 


mile*. 

A day pafied in nuking preparations for the outlet ; but all the 
attendants of du camp, and many of the boatmen, finding they were 
to go farther fjighi and tan away ; end it was i mpofli Me to 
others iiBhaW|l)ii affiftanoa of the government, which Ram- 
oaraD pramifed, but Hoot fupply half the reqnifite number. How- 
ever in this rnddufiKUB^Mug day aU the boots, as weUasthutmppa, 
aflemhiad at BankipBto, #j |p r d en t»to§ing- to the company about 
five strifes frum tha weity, «gd«o the feme fide of the river. The 

• • . -a * ^ IV_ a 


Au*dL 


Ramonram ftestsaded to have font forward in purioit of Mr. Law, 
vhh whom thqr halted at Mtogsh, aceofidcnWe town fifteen miles 
from Pmapore, fitofdto Ae sa ciflu s nn s of the river Scan with 
the Ganges, where Hyfautpwg, Am oomtotodsc, tcflifefl » pro- 
«ad any-farther. The taeefs oflfc* dct a chnu n t , with their am- 
aufl^itoaaugBfaandmacchedto dtoethwfi^ whim 
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of the neighbouring diftr&s. Here intelligence was obtained, that 
the feveral chiefs in this part of Behar. hadenljftsd forces tpaflift 
Ramnarain ; and fpies reported that, they had leftMr. Law’s paj^y-jae 
Benarez, which is by the road at leart 140 nodes beyond 
and that they were {applied there byBulwanfing, the Rajah of ' the 
diftrift, who was dependant on Sujah Dowlah the fubah of Qbde. 
Farther purfuit was evidently vain, bat certain cf ^rc4''cing inune- 
diate hoftilities with Sujah Dowlah, whofo t*rcitory commeoccth 
at the river Dewah, which difembogues into, the Cinges 18 miles 
to the weft of Chuprah. The Major, therefore, refblved to wait 
here for farther order*, and on the nth received a letto^ from Colo* 
nel Clive, inftru&ng him, as a fcheme of Meer Joffier’s, to ngurn 
to Patna, and endeavour, in concert with Mahmud AmyCawn, to 
wreft the government from Ramnarain. The .troops, leaving the 
baggage to follow, embarked eqrly the next morning; and fuch is 
the ftrength of the ftreamat this (eafonof the. year, that they, ar- 
rived at Patna by noon, although the diftance along the courfe of 
the river is 44 miles. It ap peared to the Major ch^chc only means 
of executing his inftrurtions would bo to, jliiuglt the citadel, Jua 


which Ramnarain always xefided, . aad.attlus. tin*e only with 
2000 men ; but Mahmud Amy repr es e nted <ha^ jt h q r foKe was not 
fuffictent to invert it fo clofidf-4B to ^ i j j pigtf JEU p aa a i a in from 
efcaping fay fotne of the fecret paAge^ iu^^pr^iefed, fo defer the 
attempt until he himfelf fhould be joinedny 1500 of Ramuarain*6 
troops, whom he had engaged' to defect; - 
But by this tiaae Raxquandn had tafoa the alarm, prabablybj 
information from hisirieads at Muxidanpd of the orders fent to 
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of Jaffier to account for this abrupt change and eon tradition of an 
opinion, which had hitherto been the greateft anxiety of his mind. 
His letter, however, precluded all farther intentions of hostility ; and 
on the a ad a conference was held by appointment in the citadel, 
to difcufo and reconcile all differences. Major Coote and the two 
brothers, Mahmud Amy and Meet Coflim, came each with 
ftrang efcorts, and Ramaarain was attended by all his principal of- 
ficers. The two brothers, with the calmnefs peculiar to die manners 
of Indoftan, accufed him of a defign to afTalfinate them, which 
indeed had been reported in the city ; then of his intention to rebel 
againft Meer jaffier, in proof of which they urged his connivance 
st the pafiage of the French troops through Bchar, the oaths he 
had taken from the officers of his army, his coradpondenee and pro- 
pofols to Sujah Dowlah. Ramaarain folemnly denied all thefe 
accu&tions, and produced a letter he had juft received from Sujah 
Dowlah, which indicated no foch intentions as were imputed to 
their correfpeodenoe : be then laid, it was true, that he had been 
attached to the bte Nabob, becaufe his fortunes had been railed by 
the princes of his faadgy ; but now that Surajah Doodah was 
no more, and none of his fonaHy remaining worthy or capable of the 
an ubamwiM he So naturally wifh to depend as on 
whom their common patron, Allaverdy, had reifed fo 
near his own perfon and dignity. He then called a bramin, and,, 
in the presence of his officers, and a crowd of a tt end a nts, folemnly 
fame alkgixnce and fidelity to Meer JaAef»and ftwndfWf aad,gpedr» 
will to Mear Coffim and Mahmud Amy. The awo brochen re- 
fumed the compliment, by taking an oath on the koraa that their, 
hcartwat dear of all i»*wa*to Ramoaram, and ftmdd continue fo.. 
TTieythen embraoedhim, afi the three Major Coote, as the 
mediator of that ftqanrifiaitrn. Nevertbelefo, 

gam* time, . and#^ events : fob: 
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ance of Sujah Dowlah, would be fubmiflive, until he was bette r pre- 
pared to aflert independence. 

Before this conference Meer Jaffier had determined to recall the 
detachment ; but Major Coote did not receive the orders to return 
until the beginning of September, and in the interval the troops re- 
mained, uninterrupted by any alarms, in the company’s factory an- 
joining to the city. All proceeded in the boats, which left Patna 
on the 7th of September, and arrived in feven days at Muxadavafi, 
although the diftance is 300 miles. 

The confederacies of ambition are as liable to be broken by fuccefs 
as difappointment. Meer Jaffier had many relations ; ap^ not only 
they, but all others who were his adherents or dependants before 
his acceifion to the Nabobftup, thought they had the beft right to 
partake of the change of his fortunes ; and thofe, who. without pre- 
vious connexion had acquiefeed to the revolution, thought their title 
better. But the donations to the Englifh had exhaufted the treafury, 
and none of the officers cfT the government could be removed with- 
out infringing the declarations by which Jaffier had obtained the 
general fobmitfion to his fovereignty, and which Clive had ratified. 
Same money had been diftributtd amongft the army of the govern- 
ment, but much lefs than their expeditions ; and their difeontent 
acquired prefumption by the complaints of the whole populace of 
Muxadavad, who had beheld with deteftadon the gold and filver of 
the capital aftentatioufly carried away by foreigners. A large fum 
ftill remained due of the firft half of the treaty-monies, and the 
rerat of the firft payment of the feoond half was approaching, for it 
fell in QAober; and the committee at Mwadavad were continually 
prefling the treafury for the btdanoe already due. 

Them is no prince in Iodoftaa, who does not try eveiy means to 
avoid the payment of money, ftipulated at a diftant period ; and Meet 
Jaffier imagined his liberalities to individuals, who were the heads 
of the En^Bflt nation, would relax their ftridnds in foe public 
terms. But Ctdond Clive hadrietfoer afked, nOrftipuhted for the 
prefents he had tecehred; and tawing refufed every other offer from 
the various intenfts which competed the government, thought their. 
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1 757. obligations mutual, and maintained the independency of his command. 

* - Neither Jafficr nor his fon had fufpc&ed this fternnefs in his cha- 

raftcr. He not only infilled on the payments of the treaty-monies, 
as they became due, but, when tampered with to approve changes in 
the army and adminiftration, which Jalfier wifhed to make in order 
to gratify his own favourites, Clive let him underftand, that he would 
permit none, as deeming them dangerous to the public tranquillity,, 
and contrary to declarations, fan&ified by his own. Jafficr felt thefo 
reftraints with abomination, which turned his head to notions o i 
emancipating himfclf from the afcendancc of the Englifh ; but, 
warned by the experience of the confederacy which had railed him 
to the fovereignty, faw the neceflity of firft breaking the power of the 
Gentoos, in whom the Englifh would find the fame rcfources again ft 
himfclf, as he with the Englifh had derived from them again ft Su- 
rajah IXjwlah. Roydoolub, as the head of the Gentoo line, was firft 
to be deftroyed ; but, dreading the fagacity of Clive, Jaffier deter- 
mined to fet nothing in motion which might awaken his lufyicions, 
whilft he remained at Muxadavnd ; and in the interval, both he and 
his fon Mccrum carried themfelves to him with every appearance of 
opennefs and confidence, and Clfre often partook of the familiarity 
of their private amufements. 

On the 14th of September, the day after the detachment from 
Patna arrived tt MuxadSvad, Clive went away to Calcutta, leaving 
Watts, Maniugham, and Scrafton, to trail fad the company’s affairs 
with the Nabob and his minifters. The detachment from Patna was 
ftationed in the fa&ory atCoffimbuzar ; the reft of the troops, which 
had ferved at Plafly, were lent down the river, and quartered at 
Chandemagore, as a more healthy fituation than Calcutta. 

We fhall now return to the affairs of Coromandel and the Decan., 
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T H E prefidency of Madrals received no intelligence concerning 1757. 

the fuccefs of the armament to Bengal, before :he 1 5th of 
February, between which day and the aid, advices arrived, by 
various veflels, of the re-capture of Calcutta, the attack of the 
Nabob's camp, and of the treaty made with him on the 1 ith of that 
month, in which conjun&ure Colonel Clive gave hopes that he fhould 
fbon return with a greet part of the troops. On the aift Admiral 
Pocock arrived, as we have faid, from Vizagapatam, landed the re- 
maining (bldiers of the Company’s troops, received 100, die lame 
n umb er of Tailors, and failed the next day to rejoin the iquadron in 
Bengal. 

According to the principle adopted on the departure of the arma- 
ment, die Prefidency had continued to avoid all hoftilities in the 
Carnatic ; but the failure of Lieutenant Rumbold’s negotiation with 
the Jemautdars of Madura, in November, roiled no improbable ap- 
prebenfion*, that the influence of the gpvernment of Pondicherry 
would, if it had not already, loon infinuate itfelf into their councils, 
unlefs immediately interrupted by fome exertion ; and the dangerous 
coafequences which would en&e, determined the prefidency to 
revoke die reftraint they had bddoa Captain Calliaud not to en- 
gage hi any military operationa fifbao Tritchinopoly ; and in the end 
of die yn^ they allowed him to employ fueh means as he ihould 
think ex pnjlmfc,1br the fnHji'il' efMadura,aiid peemitted him 
in f lumntotil ™ MWiistitinn rirfni) thny fflrrrrrifr lent fcveral 
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officers, with fome Aores and ammunition, which the garrifon of 
Trichiiv'j'xtlv could not fparc without diminifiung its own comple- 
ments : they went by lea to Devicotah, from whence they were to 
pr-vved through the T .miore country, 

Captaiu Calliaud, whilA watting for thefe (applies, went to Tan* 
ir>re, as well to obtain troops from the King, as to make peace 
between him and Tondiman; for Monacjee in the beginning of 
the year had taken the fort of Ki fltnelly, which had been fo long 
the object of contention between them ; but found the difference, 
as before, irreconcilable; ucverthelefs, both profered every aflif- 
tancc in their power. On the 23d of March, he fot out from 
Tritchinopoly, with 150 Europeans,- including artillery - men, 500 
Sepoys, and two field-pieces, and on the 25th arrived at ulna- 
a town belonging to Tondiman, 20 miles from Tritch- 
inopoly, where they were joined by 1000 of his horfo, and too 
of his Colleries. On the 29th they arrived on the frontiers of the 
lefler Moravar’s country, who being likewife frequently called the 
Nellicotab Polygar, we fha^ in future dURnguifh him from the 
greater Moravar by that title. Here they expe&ed 500 horfe from 
Tanjore ; but none were arrived, or near. Scouts font forward re- 
potted, that all the mads and paths In the country before than were 
obftrn&ed with trees freflt cut down and Arewed acrofo the way, and 
that numbers of Colleries were every where ready to difpute the 
paflage, Meflenger* were font to enquire the reafon. The Polygar 
laid, that bang at enmity with T&ojore, and knowing that CaUbuad 
had afked die king for a body of horfo* he had barred bis woods, 
bong determined not to admit any Tanjorines into his country. 
Cblliaud, bring by this rime convinced chat the King, nctwithfland- 
ing his promifos, did not intend to fend any, made a merit of re- 
jecting what he wasitttfilg&y to obtain, and afiurcdtbe Polygar he 
tfoiild not accept of tfcrir ifliAance 1 on whkfoCfdi obAacles were 
mo fN^and the . ■ a MU entered UU 

mmym the 4ih®tfHirci* ' In anm, ofwfqdyhey 

toMf Airing the third at Mmgatum* flSpfrived at Paratstfa, the. 
iaft town they had to paft in the difomn of the gimtrif^Si^avar,' 
1 - having 
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having received every kind of hofpitalityin the countries of both 
Polygars. Excepting the feet of a few oa^kmaries, this track had 
never before been trodden by any Europeans. At Mangalum, d- 
iiaud met the brother of the Neliicotah ; and at Pandachy, the prin- 
cipal man of the greater Moravar : and learnt from them that the two 
Polygars and Tondiman had entered into a league to attack the king 
of Tanjore with all their forces united, on the very next attempt he 
fhould make againft the MnHitories of Either of the three. The 
troops having, halted.a day at Paralachy, continued their march to 
Tinivelly, through the open country, in dilbids belonging to this 
government. 

The Puliraver, with the Polygars of hit alliance, had taken the 
field in die middle of January, as loan as Maphuze Khan arrived 
at Nellitangaville : their force amounted to 1 0,000 men, and the 
cavalry of Madura under the command of Berhatoolah, to one 
thoufand. This army moved by flow ftages tot the eaftward, the 


Colleries plundering day and night on either hand, and at length 
encamped before Panialumcrutcb % at this time the principal refidence 
of Catabominaigue, the chief of the epflem Polygars, and de- 
manded his affiftance; whq, dreading the deftru&km that would 
follow his refufal, complied, and joined them with 3. or 4000 men. 
But the Polygar of Etiaponm , the next in importance, made 
fome pretence to withhold his troops, for which the Pulitavcr was 
not forty ; and the army marched' from Panialumcrutch diredly to 


Tinivelly, (HU plundering all the way; but were deterred from at- 
tacking the town itfolf, by the a&ivity of the Company's Sepoys 
fattened there under the command of Buffiponaigue. Returning 
with theirfiubder to die northward,.. they ravaged all the acerbic 
*qd ctalrivsted d^ftrifts tefei^^ ; fto ; iEri^pnia.m revenge fbchis 
neutrality ; sad froq*. hence 'jpj^Tiii' sb^tacat with their booty, 
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until they received intelligence that the enemy were matching from 
Pan : alum crutch towards Tiniveily ; on which they moved to inter- 
cept their return, and befides other Polygars of lefs note were ac- 
companied by Vanish of Sevagherry, a vety large Colleiy fort fitu- 
ated at the foot of the hills about 20 miles (both of Chevclpctoie j 
but the enemy h%d followed their plunder from Etiaporum, and 
were arrived at Nellitangaville before Jfioof could inter(e& their 
return-: he neverthclefs, when thus far, remained in the diftri&s 
mid-way between Chevelpetore and Tiniveily, as the bell poiition to 
watch their future movements, until he received orders from captain 
Calliaud to repair to, and wait for him at this town ; in coniequcnce 
of which, he proceeded and arrived there on the *8th of February. 
The enemy no fooner faw him removing to a greater diftance, than 


they again came out, and proceeded to Alwar courchy, a town about 
20 miles to the wefhvard of Tiniveily where Moodilce had lately 
thrown up a mud fort, on which he £ad mounted three pieces of 
cannon, and placed in it 150 Peons and Sepoys under the command 
of his nephew, Algapoh. The enemy attacked die fort, which, after 
more reftftance than might have been expelled, furrenderod, and 
Algapah was lent a prifoner to Ndletangavilk. Intelligence of this 
loft was brought to Tiniveily on the 4th of March, in the evening, 
and at 8 o’clock, Mahomed Iffoof marched with the greateft part of 
liis own force, and all of the- Polygars his allies. At 7 the next 
morning they came in fight of Alwar courchy, and were furroundod 


on aU (ides fay the enemy’s army, of which the cavalry of Madura 
were mod to be apprehended. The fight continued in a variety of 
fkirmUhes, until the evening, when the enemy quitted the fort and 
the held. ThePolygar of OutmuUee had both hif leg* fttuck off by 
a cannon ball, and the general^ the Pulitaver’s men was likewife 
killed: of their troops .1 or 300 weie '» life killed ac 
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returned with the ntoterhi '*afl «he (tfewflipfr ilBBqpi iff TlajsacUr. 
where Calliaud oi^jiis doOefasacat: oicrhuA wi t$*Hfythk 

tfibe forpe ocwj afioaAfed nt 3 foMy tw^MiMhi iMtyAfct 
act proceed to afiaea for want of money, which At retiter Midilae, 

60m whose at was expe&a&was actable <0 fiurnifli; and thu fluntt 
had for fome tune been dettruad^firom {applying him,,hy their appro- 
hcnfipns from the animofity wfiicfr drifted between him and Mahomed 
i&taf. Captain Calliaud with attach difficulty recauciied their dif- 
ferences, at leaft to appearance, and fo far as to induce thodhrofis to 
lend 200,000 rupees, which were immedi a tel y Afl»rfe^ inAfchnig- 
ing the arrears due to the troops, and other military expenses. The 
Polygar Catabominaigue was at this tune celebrating a great wed- 
ding in his (family at Panodumcrutch.; to which, ae uiuai, the whale 
country round was invited, and Moodilee as a principal gueft. He 
went, and having long been in habits of acquaintance and bufinefi 
with Ac Jfalygar, fined him an tfaeintomft. of the company, and 
oanchidrd on alliance with himogtmfUfee panfedat ates with whom 
he had lately uni t ed , as wstt m all other e nemi es. In return, 

Ae Po^^ requeftedahat fomcce oy q frft an might he made to his 
dipmdaitr of £rihp«ua% At rthe^rwagea which his country had 
landyditfbmadin cm fi i qqtocf afchfr irfi l ftl tn ftin the rebels; and 
CmiA hmfagvto thooflWh aehe tn a re h nd Aiuugb, remitted 
4|jp* of A«4ne AmonAc Mtpii sf ffitiqporam, who fhll re- 
mmhri tor - kmmi criAToodi uam WhUAAefe affure were mi* 


;in on 'thnCoaft of tyoUbar, 
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W* 4 v*&*>n which the agriculture of the edbhtfy had fq£ercd ; $qt- 
gfe f iitg which an epidemic firknefs broke ,our T and carried off jhatyr of 
the diftrefled inhabitants fay Hidden deaths, which the pethat fim* 
plicitv and fuperijfcitiDn of their character imputed to the v ifitatj op 
of a goddefa, Lachta*, coming, they knew not, whence* from the 
North. The ihiofis, who had lent eoaoey to Moodttse on the 
mortgaged harveft, would not fuller him to depart until they fine 
the country recovering ; which obliged Captain Calliaud to remain 
at > Tinivelly fome time longer,’ in order to fuperintend an d en- 
courage the various operations which werp neceflffy to xt&JU. the 
cultivation* 

The Pnfideocjr, whilft waring the refuk of this expedition, had, 
howloever unwilling, been obliged to engage in hoftilities in the 
Carnatic. The Nabob, in the beginning of the year, had demanded 
of his brother Nazeabuila, the governor of Nehrc, a fubfidy of 
100,000 rupees above the ufiial tribute ; which the country could 
afford to pay, having fuffered little hum the diftreflesof the war, to 


which the reft of the Carnatic had (o long been expofed ; but Nt> 
zeabulla equivocated and apologized. Icfaitafs Khan, the bdtbttlrf 
the Nabob’s boxey or general, matching a V this tkne wkh 500 horfe, 
and other tnxyi, to colla£t the tributes of the northern Poly gars, 
adv an ced an far as Serapdy, a fort 12' miles ibesh of Naiom, and 
proposed an interview with Nazeabuila, who accepted the vifit, giv- 
ing his oath on the Koran ; but r eq u eued Ichfads Khan t» c6tpe 
with few attendants, left quartdfr fhould arifoh ctWeca then* arid Kb 
awn. The vhk produced no change h'fawWbb auedfea fid arit 
paying the money, and Ichhrfa ttti left tho city in (barang 
without harm; tat» after it grinr drifts hie efeott wed Matted by 
an of metch lo du nwn in’ tha buftlaa^itaaf the fund, rift! 



fw a rrh i floor 

Atm Mttfote *li»^fti«5C^|i f altfeoa^jh^t ffn o r^fr ibappcncd 

o* *i A. e£ 4 F<ten*y * • Jbr- 

pokfgdm* 

W*lab VenketappahiiMgne, ,fro*nii«te the *». ‘inftNdtoba^Slfl' 
fofl*«fi»mMadcafa Kw onlf Kk> Europeans, ' the cdmpany’dJf 
56 *c(7irecv ,and >soo Sepoys* with,oo« id pounder, tbfce'Jbfc- 
pounders*; ^nlr eoh^Haed'*0C'h0tirit£» lieutenant Gdjbnel JFordi, 
of Adlercmn’s regitocitt, t *W»B uppeintal- a^mmtatt^jthe expedi- 
tion. jpie 9 Wtt w^ Jm t teo l rs py cfeepsedby laud. %t*k European* 
and Cdfrees, wffi the arriUeiy and (tore*, embarked oO'|ke.firft of 
April, in a (hip and a (loop, which? ahcboraithe jKKtafWeobnop- 
polite to the mouth of the fiver jSppdajefr* fiwau: miles to the North 
ofKiftnapatam, a town <ef oaB^defahk trade, flomwheaoolhejr 
exported -t$je olual affiftancei of the port ; but the inhabitants, inti- 
midated by the threats of Nazeabulla, abaadonedtbe town on the: 
appearance of the veflels, which were employed fevm days in effcfa 
ing (he dUembatkation with tw$ m a flo otas they had brought float 
Madrafk During thk interval the Sepoy? .and bullocks arrived;; 
but coolies and more bullocks were neceflhy before the detach^ 
meat could move from Kiftnapatana, and die Nabob's army from 
Arcotwes npt near enough to (apply them befbte the, 2 ad of the 
rnandC^. > 


-TJhe tveacr day’Co)onel>FordB ma*cbed r oh! <» the 25th , joined the 
Nabob's army atSeiapely, which, wa* comnhbded by his brother Ab- 
dirflw*hab,andditdbttnewa , ea(klbythelroiMtffthepQlygwBaii- 


gar^Votcham and X)amed8h¥aii]flbippeh^ and all together amounted 
ah'hMao#*** nf .odiieh'-jniio Nwto a i tafll fclyv On tfae ayth tie ahoy 


arflfcg*l*ar 

lihfldontcO' 1 


aqgae 

*I»V 
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brifldyas the fine was approaching, anil mmcfyeonlly from the 1757. ; 
tower on the left of the breads that Col. Fc^ Wde^ as&f-poun “ * 

der from the battery, which, ar the 4 Hfetnce r #(f *hundfwjyard»t, '' 
kept opaconftantfireen thepatepetof tbist*#***, more indeed with 
the hope of intimidating, than the expedition of doingany detriment: 

The few firft Sepoys who got up the breach were immediately ffoppdd 
by the pikes from advancing either forwards, or on either hand, tfftft 
had fcarcely difeharged their mufkets before they were aU wounded; 
on whkh tbofe immediately behind ran down in cotrfufioj), and the 
wholeaj lw y in an inftant broke ; but diiperfed to the light and left 
of the rai of the line. The Coffrees, led by Enfign 1211 iot, took 
•heir place without trepidation, and having mounted, inahftained 
their ground on the breach gallantly, endeavouring, after they- had 
bred, to break down the pikes with their muflbets, and even to path 
into the trenches : but in vain, for, in a few minutes* four 'of them 
were killed, and thirteen, with lieutenant Elliot,, wounded ; on 
which the reft were called down. Tire Europeans, who during this 
conteft had remained thronged at the foot ofthebreach, new mounted; 
every man as he ftood neareft, without regard to rank, order, or 
command; This aflault continued half an hour, during which Capt. 

Hunt was (hot with an arrow, Callender and Richard Smith, and Mr. 

Alexander, the commiflaty, were bnriicd with ftones, and with tlrem 
four of'the foldiers killed, and 17 wounded on the hreach, and the 
enemy ftill as arrive as ever; onwhich CoJondFbnde, who was at the 
foot of the wall, ordered the retreat, which was made with more hurry 
than became troops who had hitherto behaved with fo much courage;- 
for every man, inftead of writing for his officers and colours, ran as 
foft fehecduklto takeJfeehor in the battery, and jail pafted the field* 
piarewitiKHtt ftr^pingtobrinfe it away, until Captain Richard Smitfhfr ; 


,Jk 


iB-SQam f* : tys the fear, Hatted With a few 
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ingthe affault, advanced in feveral bodies againft different parts of 
the town, but their appearance no where withdrew the attwtfw p of 
the garriSon from the defence of the breach. 

The vent of the eighteen-pounder being run, it was unpoffible to 
renew the attack until other battering cannon arrived from Ma- 
dras's ; but Colonel Forde had already been informed by the presi- 
dency, that the French troops were a&ing in the field, and threatened 
deligns which might render it neceflary to recall his detachment. 
By the 1 3th the wounded were Sufficiently recovered to march ; and 
no determination being as yet received from the prelidencjttftjtoncl 
Forde, in compliance with the repeated requefb of Abdlhvahab, 
crofted the Pennar with the whole army in purfuit of Nazeabulla, 
who, it was faid, Still, continued in the neighbourhood : on the 15th 
they halted at SanganE* a pagoda of note 30 miles weft of Nelore, 
where they were informed that Nazeabulla had quitted the coun- 
try, and was gone to the French at Condavir ; on which the army 
returned the neat day towards Scrapely, but by another road, leav- 
ing Nelore to the left. On the way Colonel Forde met feveral let- 
ters, Signifying the encreaiing apprchenfions of the prefidency ; and 
on his arrival at Serapely, received exp refs orders to return with the 
utmoft expedition to Madrafs. 

The government of Pondicherry, with the advices of the decla- 
ration of war againft Great Britain, received orders to refrain from any 
military operations of rifque, until the great armament preparing in 
France Should arrive ; which injunctions they had implicitly obeyed: 
but when they law Madrafs dividing its force, although not 
Stronger than their own, on Services at fuch diftance from each other, 
as Nelore and Tinsvelly, they thought they too might attempt Some 
acquifition without much danger. However, they began with groat 
caution. On the 6th of April, the day after tbeEngiiih troops em- 
barked for Neloce, a body of 200 Europeans, and aooo Sepoys, 
w hich had for fame tier, bin encamped to the weftward of Pondi- 
cherry* marched under riw oommand of |& JTAuteuil, who had 
latter fatwwd&omFflmccj they pr oamda l, giving out fane otkg* 

objefts. 
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. to (TOVgt. mtefpans, which .were to fell vfatn 

Wp^ #.QMm ; * 

^pten^j Sfefore die trucebetweed^lr. 

< 3 &Jeheu , ; it was taken pofleflion of by an adventurer named J$Mr 
Allumodean, but. pore generally known by the nunc’ of hleer 
Sjaheb, who .procured . his cohiinnaUon from the &abob, then at 
fniciJap 0 y. luSte thu Ihltiqp, henUn^med f , much greater 
pice, clpecialjy ofjwrTe, pah the ihoornss^ |f £is government 
dould Macdl; and lulpported them by foundering the neighbouring 
blinds, pretending/ tj^t .th* manager* of than were attached to 
the French. In an ea&irJijflii immediately after th$ truce in 1755* 
he plundered, all th^FrencB difbiftshetween Seringham and Pondi- 
cherry, when the prefidenty of Madrafs rebuking Ids proceedings, 
he made retribution to the French government, who permitted bam 
to keep a fmall fort be had taken from them in die neighbourhood 
of Ehwanafore, named Oullagettinoor. This ceflkm railed fulpi- 
o on * in the Nabob, who proposed that the Englilh detachment, 
wM lt h wfeorted him -foon after from Tritchinopoly to Arcot, lhauid 
' ^ w^.WJav awafore in the way: and again that the Engliih army 
ibotjli’iifoefed agamft jt, in$*C beginning of the lallyear, imme- 
)j&W(|y ;aftir jfc-«bad*t$aM£$ from Velore. On die other hand^ 
BfeetSaheb, kfewitygrhimfclf reprobated by the Nabob, and feeing 
nothmg » be. gqfe by. uniting with the French, thought .the 
wimMto brtW Hh^..two.hjh bpft *«**&»* and fMi ne 

bn fbaee, and continued ft* de» 

jbeih. m^** <fevia«r nif tlwqyr lf, 
ifwaA cfp cciaUY hi>CTftoii 
hA. confined im til.thiwbed 
fC 
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phjfoloted the neighbourhood m^CcrmMm^f, w , 
pretended to fuipeft him jof befog lo foilgoe «*$$ 

Khan at Math** and NaaeabufU dt Ndore; v W . ip*„, 
iaras known, that thc g a r erbthcnt of For rfi t fo c rty ir tt en iifcf 
£tava*afoch, h* *Mfcfte& the frdide^ tfttafefo to ' 

Tather than fuffiy «ch valnaMe Jift&b Wtl nittl I 

FTOuCtU 

Mr. rfAuteuil advancing by forced .inarches appeared 
vaodbre on the 10th ; and, whim they were wwaftpinfc 
heb tallied with aH his cavalry and moft of his foot, Chd. ^ 
nigh rooted the Whole of the F re*ch forced when . he*jas 
through the body : has ‘ttoops ifom ri fafth r : <a 5 afcd" fm logo*, 
but efcorted kirn with much aitten^h spi: to lhe fort 
tueH, on this trial, font ‘to Oingefc fctr rehiforcanents and eta* 
non ; and, in the mean tferie, fWpbred 16 make a ttgtflar attack: 
on 'die r6th anised 050 Buropoam, With rtbo Sepdye, and tip 
b*»»ing tiHfetaft; bin on the foae day ®» Hdheb 4 kd of ttijl 
Wound; on which hit brother, with tlfoJfiteiOw of hnlh.1nig| 
tnntj in die night, and the gttftifon dflft tiMt 



Be potts-hid pwifodhi dhyntsf die country, in i|1ft|nlhi 
d*TOB*htit«fb had taken die fisM, that day Intended fo 
Triechinopeiy, which* by the abfoaipeef wwnyplwddi^i^tdti 
•CaUiuud, war left wkh agCrrifon wiy ina d rqaah; Joltswctent ; «*d 
Capt. jof. Ssnhfc. whoa—r nreranuadni inthrtity,) 
the pdiNW <f tide ~ flarmtii ^fod gpi' 
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frightened by the attack, and agreed to pa j 40,000 rupees, but took 

lame days to produce the money. 

In the mean time. Captain Calliaud, whilft regulating t$^ af- 
fairs of the renter at Tinivelly, acquired intelligence, that the cop- 1 
federates were treating with the Myforeans at Dindigul for aid 
againft the Englilh and their adherents, the Pulitaver offering 
to pay down 500,000 rupees, and the Jemautdars of Maphuze 
Khan to give up the diftri£ts of Sholavanden , in which are comprized 
a ftrong pafs, and the only road, between Madura end Dindigul. 
Nevertheless it was not intended that the country, when conquered, 
lhould he given either to the Myforean or Maphuze Kha-1 . it was to 
be rdlored to a descendant of the ancient kings, who lived in con- 
cealment in the country of the greater Moravar : and Maphuze 
Khan was to have a Suitable eftablifhment in MySore. 

This news cucreafed the neceility of attacking Madura as loon as 


poflible i but rhe arrangements at Tinivelly were not finifhed until 
the 10th of April, on which day, Captain Calliaud began his 
march from thence, with 180 Europeans, 2,500 Sepoys, fix ffeld> 
pieces, and 500 horSe : Mahomed Ifloof commanded the Sepoys, 
and Moodilee what horfe were levied by himfelf. Six companies of 
Scpqya were left for the defence of Tinivelly, and the lame number 
in the fort of Palamcotah. On the fame day, Berkatoolah and Na- 
beyCawn Catteckfet off fromNellitangavile, with 500 horfe, leaving 
Maphuze Khan with the Pulitaver. Skirting along the hills, they 
halted one evening near the fort of the Polygar Vaniah, of Sheyar 
gherry, which flood 60 .miles s.w. of Madura, and 20 below Chevci- 
petore. The Polygar, having been attached by Mahomed Ifioofj fent 


out hie Colleries, winy, in die middle of the night, fell gpog 
this body of cayaliy, their fcreams and fireworks difpw$| 
din whale, andmak 404^ dwir hoefes. The fugitives re-a&jpblod 
] .feU* and arriyed W-kfadura on the ,17th; from whence 

iHm'fi igjwhu frotti whence M a h omed Ifloof whfif a party of Se^ 
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pojrt, was detached the next d ay to reduce the fort of Sholavanden. 
It is firuated jo miles north-well of Madura, and, although in- 
tended to command the pafs, was of little ftrength ; and the garrifon 
of aoo peons abandoned has foori as Mahomed lffoof appeared; but 
excelfive rains, which raifed the river prevented him from re- 

turning to Secundermally, before the 26th. In tliis interval, Cal- 
liaud received letters from the prelidency, adviling him of their 
apprebenfions that the French intended to attack Tritchinopoly ; 
'with orders to hold himfclf in readinels to march to its relief ipu the 
firft notice. By this time, he was likewife convinced, that the re- 
duction of Madura was an enterprize of much more difficulty than 
had been reprefented to him, and fcarcely foafible without batter- 
ing cannon, of which he had not brought any from Tritchinopoly; 
and, excepting the one which Mahomet Jfioof himfclf had depniited 
in Madura, there was not a fingle piece in the whole country, of 
which Europeans would make ufc. However, not to lofe any of die 
precarious time left him to ad, he refblved to attempt the city by 
forprize. Bamboos were provided, as if for fome other fervice, and 
no one waa fuffercd to go in or out of the pagoda until the ladders 
wane made. On the night before the ift of May, all the troops, 
ex cep t a few to guard the baggage and artillery, marched out of the 
pagoda, and at three in the morning arrived at the waterconrfe 
which runs within 300 yards of the weflem fide of the walls. 

The inward wall of Madura is 22 feet high, including the 
parapet, which fifes fix above the rampart : at the diftaoce of every 
100 yards or lefs (lor exalt Jymmetry has not been obferved) are 
fqoare towers. The fauffe-bray is 30 feet broad, above which the 
o utwa rd wall rifcs only five feet, but ddcendingto the bottom of the 
ditch is 1 1 on the outfide. Midway, bet w ee n every two towers of 
tiie inward wall, is a finatar projection in the outward, with loop- 
hpjfes which command tile ditch, and flank thr intmaaediate pant of 
til tifwiti, in which are iwne: bwt the wh^^ngwif 'of the*) wanf 
wmsuttor*^, fetal**** of and*, «&«*. 

brafores forca»on. The Ijwe rbnfiytjf Tt' attacfettiwI^JBtitil 
tower oa'tilt > ltik-hand of the ~wdliil^ 4 rate-wao«. bakwilob njy 
j. put 
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pari where the faufie-bray was clear of the thick thorny bufttes, ijip 
which had not injudicioufly been fuffered to over-run it in every < 

other ; hut the garrilbn, tryfting to this defence, had entirely ne- 
glefted the ditch, which, by continual drifts after rain, was almoft 
choaked up to the level of the plain. The party allotted to the 
attack were ioo Europeans, and 200 Sepoys ; the reft of the troop* 
remained in the watercourfe, ready to fupport the event. C alliaa d 
led the patty himfelf, to whom the method of attack was carefully 
explained, and ft rift filence enjoined. The foremoft men carried 
the fix (hotter ladders intended for the outward wall ; the next, 
the fix longer, for the inward ; as loon as twenty of the party had 
got into the faufie-bray, it was intended that they fhould imme- 
diately take over the longer ladders, which they were to plant, as 
received, againft the tower, but not a man was to mount. Until all 
the fix ladders were fixed, and then no more than three at a time 
on each ladder. 

, The firft ladders were planted, and Calliaud, with the firft lo 
men* .had got into the faufie-bray, had taken over one of the longer 
ladders; and had planted it againft the tower, when their hopes 
were interrupted by one . of thofe accidents which from their tri- 
viality efeape the mod attentive precaution. A dog, accuftomed to 
get his meals at the mefles of fome of the foldiers, had accom- 
panied them all the way from Secundermally into the ditch, and, 
probably from anxiety, at not being able to follow his m afters 
into the faufie-bray, began to bark ; which was foon anfwered by 
the harking of another dog on the rampart, and the yelps of both 
awakened the ncareft centred, who, crying out “ The enemy/* 
railed itfce -gaanl at the gate-way, which .repaired immediately jo the 
tow*. , The Mdiatt in the feufle-br*y, finding the alarm takpo, 
infield of continuing tq.get ;«rer the reft of the ladders, eniJea- 
vota*4 ap tnoent an that already planted, but crowded on it fo 

thppb® .^1 p||| communicated 
the t« thafejn the ’ what 

he ought. b the mean rinm^-i^^snifcc » qn the rampart 

hasg ootblue lights of fidphux, and fifcovealigf*be whole party 

£ e a began 
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began to fhower on them arrows, ftones, lances, and the flidt of 
fire-arms. On which Calliaud ordered the retreat, which was cttc 8 te & 
with little lofs, only one. man being killed, and another wounded t 
both were Sepoys, ft an ding on the glacis. 

The troops, after taking iome refreflunent, marched from the 
watercourfe, and proceeding along the Southern hoe of the town took 
poft in a ruined village, about 600 yards from the fouth-eaft part 
of the walls, which in this quarter were of a much {lighter con- 
ftru&on than any where eUe. The divifion with the artillery and 
baggage from Secundermally joined in the evening. On the jd in 
the morning, a battery confiftmg of three fix-pounders began to fire 
on the walls, and continued the two fucceeding days, without 
making any impreffion ; on which Calliaud lent away a company 
of Sepoys, with a fufficient number of bullocks, to bring two 
eighteen-pounders from Tritchinopoly. 

Tire prefidency of Madrafs, whiift anxious concerning the fuccefr 
of the expeditions againft Madura and Ndore, had received advices, 
on die 28th of April,, from Bengal, fay the Revenge, Protefior, and 
Marlborough, belonging to the company, with the welcome news 
of thecqaCnre of Chandemagore, but without a fingfe platoon of 
the noops which had been fent in the armament ; and, the ftafim 
>dng now changed, none were to be expe&ed before September. 
Batclligpnc e of this difappointment was ioon conveyed to Pondi- 
cherry ; and k now appeared, that die French had waited to deter- 
mine the operations of their own taoeps by die force which might 
be (ent back from Bengal to M adt aft. They i mm e dtad y bared all 
their garrifima, and, retaining none but invalids in Pondicherry it- 
fclf, emcHrf die European inhabitants to man tbs mUse aU theft 
parties haftmed to join D’AutucaTs camp before Aristae* who* 
hading forward a detachment of toe Eura|easa>an^i 490 Sepoys to 

S iham, ffaUowed' htataf with the own faints die isthof 
<lsswhatatame nw f tan d of iM+ Wmgmn , bmmlm «u4> 
fjV if® ENat* 10 Jrinnirrm. wkh ft*ual 

a -a* 
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The two eighteeu-poundm intended for Madura wore lent off 
from Tritchinopoly early in the momingof the rath, under the 
efoort of two companies of Sepoys ; but had not pr oceeded three 
miles, before a ftrong party from Seringfeam eroded theCami, and 
marched to circumvent them ; which blhig perceived from the town ,. 
Captain Jofeph Smith re-called the guns, and marched out with ft 
conliderable part of the garrifon to protect them, on which the 
enemy returned to the ifland. On the 14th the van of their main 
body, with D'Autueil, arrived, and with the garrifon of Seringham 
encamped at the Pagodas of Wariore. It was fome time that captain 
Smith had expelled this viiit, and he had made all the preparations 
which the means in his power, admitted to receive it : he had filled 
the ditch round the town with water by the ufual Unices from the 
Caveri, neverthelefs feveral rocky parts remained fordable : the pa- 
rapets both of the outward and inward walls, where-ever decayed,, 
had been repaired : Tondiman and the king of Tanjore, on his ap- 
plication, had font, the one 500 Colleries, the other 300 matchlock- 
men : the Peons entertained by the Nabob's governor, were four 
hundred : but all thefo men, excepting die Colleries, were only fit 
for night-watches, nor for that, without bring watched them- 
folves : the Company's were the only troops which could be relied* 
on; they were 150 Europeans rank and file, of which 50 had 
lately been font from Fort St. David, 15 artillery men, and 700 Se- 
poys ; but of the whole few had feen much fervicc, for the beft 
had been taken away by captain Calliaudi This force w'Quld 
fcarcdy in any rime of outward danger have been fuffident to 
guard the walls, of which the circuit was 6400 yards; much 
iift with the addition tl ward of 500 French prifoners, who were 
qtttfineA Within* die tewn, and* from whom snore danger Idas 
rpprehavkd than from the enecag without ; for it was known, and 
freMi-Wot be prevented, that they Iniintained a oarrtfpondcace 
w Wiitb id lci e uaUym i .i t atSaringfaam ; end m&fihjfr hopes of their 
breaking fafofe during the nRftcMfed hem the pniWp* inducement 
mmm igamfttht city.: '-Mmipnppt were con- 
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BmiaUy coming up to Wariore ; and on the 1 5 th, the day after the firft 
arrived, the enemy began to throw (hells into the town : during the 
night icveral parties at different times and places advanced to the 
ditch, not with any intention of fealing the walls, but only to keep 
the garrifbn from reft by ftpeated alarms. Thefe alerts and the 
bombardment were continued during the four fucceeding days and 
nights ; and on the 20th, M. D’Autucil, thinking the garrifon fuf- 
ficiently har rafted, fummoned Captain Smith in the name of the 
king of France, to furrendcr the ton'll, and fparc the effisfton of 
blood, warning him that he (hould refent in the fevereft manner 
any ill ufage which might have been infli&ed on the French pri- 
foners. Captain Smith anftvered, that he (hould maintain the 
town for the king of England ; and that the prifoners had always 
been treated with more lenity than their practices deferved. Some 
hours after, fpies brought intelligence, that the enemy intended to 
make a general aftault in the approaching night, and at one in the 
morning the greateft part of their force advanced towards tbe weft 
face of the town ; but a few difeharges of cannon made them re* 
treat , and the continual vigilance of the rounds, witneffcd by their 
lights Kid a variety of military mufick, deterred them freto any 
£attbcrt attempt. 

By this* tithe fcvcral of the neighbouring Polygars had joined the 
army before Madura, and were of fcrvice in fupplying tbe camp 
with proviiioo, as well as by cutting off fiich as were going to the 
town, and Captain Calliaud had entered into a negotiation with fome 
of tite Jerrautdars, to deliver up the city, or to aftift in furprixing it. 
Colonel Smith, on the ftrft appearance of the enemy’s .troops on the 
other .fide of the Coleroon, had difpatched exprefs mdfengers to 
Um, with the intelligence, which he received on the nth at three 
in tbe afttfnooo. At fix, he began his march, jlrilfc J2o Earn* 
fMPfeaad 1200 Sepoys, leaving the reft under . tire.! commaod of 
ttepoM RnftoM and-lfahbmed l£bef.,*$»m be em powe re d to 
endtaftfrift the Jemaotdars. 

Tbe troepa marched without teats, iMggdge.or artilkiytaftrefM* 
Jocks parried tbcfpare ammunition, and grants belonging frt tl* com-' 

npiffiury 
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miffary were lent forward to provide the meal at the different places of * f$ 7 - 

halt. On the 25th at day-break they arrived and halted at the 
vilage of Eliapore, nineteen miles froat Tritchiftopoly, On the 
toad Calliaud had received advices final Captain Stt fife, that 
D’Autueil, apprized of his approach, - had quitted his firft ftatkrn 
at the Pagodas of Wariore, and had difpofed his troops in a line 
of communication which extended from the Faquieres tope, 
round the Five rocks, the Golden, and the Sugar-loaf, to the French 
rock ; by which aU accefs on the fouthem afped of the city was pre- 
cluded. It had alfo beerrdifeovered, tlut fcveral fpiesbdunging toD?Au» 
tueil had mingled with and accompanied the EnglHh troops, on which 
Calliaud ordered them to be narrowly obferved by his own, but 
without appearance of iulpicion, intending Go make them the inftru- 
menrs of deceiving thole by whom they were employed. The troops 
having taken fufficient reft, and a full meal, marched from Elia- 
pore at two in the afternoon, and at fix arrived at Aour, a village 
in Tondiman's Woods, about T2 miles from Tritchinopoly, where 
they (topped half an hour. Calliaud then bent his march, as if 
he intended to come out upon the plain, between the Five rocks 
and the Sugar-loaf, oppoiite to the middle of the enemy's line, 
and advanced in this direction fix miles. It was now 8 o'clock, and 
quite dark, when the French fpies, fully perfuaded of the intelli- 
gence they were carrying, went off to inform D’Autueil where they 
fiippoied the Englilh troops intended to force their' way. Half an 
hour after their departure, none of them appearing again, Calliaud 
entirely changed his rout, ftriking to the eaft along the fkirts of 
Tondiman’s Woods, until he came oppoiite to Elimiferum. The 
ground, from the woods to this place on the fouth, beyond it go the 
Caveri on the north, to the weft of it as far as the French rock, and a 
greater fpace totheeaft, is * plain moftly laid out in ricefields, which, 
rfuoughoutlndia, are divided into areas of no great extent; each en- 
bank, and kept overflowed with water, until a fbrt- 
riij^IttlmilK'faarveft is Cut d o nft , untilwhich tidfetHty remain, as 
, irim fw*mp«f jnudw The Foidh, fuppofing aU 

p^piitdffticcditqtiy hnpafiabletba body of troops, had not thought 
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it necdlary to ftation a watch other at Elimiforum, or on the bank 
oftteCami; and the information which Calliaud had obtained of tbit 
negled f uggefted the advantage he was now taking of it. Thetroopa 
entered the rice- fields at io o’clock, the Europeans marching firft ; 
the Sepoys were obforvod by the Englifh forjeants of their com- 
panies, and their own Subadars or captains were men of duty : but 
no difripUne could be exerted, where the fucoefs inti rely depended 
on filence and darknefs ; and the fpirit of the foldkr himfolf deter- 
mined. whether he fhould give out. or perfevere in gaining his toil- 
fbme way, after fo much fatigue already endured. At i in the 
rooming two companies of Sepoys were font off, with orders to pufh 
for the town between the French and Sugar-loaf rocks ; left the enemy 
fhould be led to fufpidans of the real march, if no alarm were given 
to any part of their line : but, contrary to expoftation, thcfe Sepoys 
patted dofe under the French rock without being challenged by a 
tingle centinel ; for aft the troops ftationcd hereabouts had been 
d rawn to the mam body, guarding the ground to the fouth, indicated 
by their fpies. At 4 in the morning, the two companies arrived at 
the Madura, or fouthem gate of the town, where they were imrotr 
lately recognized and admitted. It was near the dawn of day be- 
fore the main body with Calliaud reached CbuckkyapoHtm on the 
bad of the-Caveri, having employed near foven hours in wading 
through die rice-fields, although the diftance was only foven 
miles. Two more ftill remained ; but the fight of the city mfpued 
the whole line with new alacrity : and their commander, who from 


the multiplicity of his attentions had endured more fatigue than any 
of them, now inarched at their head, fupported fay two grenadiers. 
Captain Smith, apprized, drew out half his ganifen, with two 


fidd-pieces, ready in cafe of need to prated them. Every man 
was received with open arms the mealand every refteffepent was 
ready for the welcome and cahaufted guefts 5 and^wxfhthe nfmM 


Wm, with t& newv/to die French 
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{oners picked up by his. huflars. The#$py 
crafted the Overt wkh his whole army, .into .the 
ringham, and the nest day paifing the Colerpoa* proceeded n 
Pondicherry. 

Intelligence <n me rreocn army maremng- tfpm, Anftoce to 
Tritehinopoly, was brought to Madsefi .Oft th*J 5%«f M$y,jpft 
after the preftdency had heard of the repttlfc oft their .owuTtftspf 
in the aftkults of Nelore aad „ Madura. *. He^avyr a^erfi. the pwfi- 
dency had hitherto been to eaeouaeer the French troops, until they 
knew what reinforcements. .they' might, ecrpedl-.frgiu Bengal apd 
Europe ; the importance of TritcfunOpaiy^ and oowi^aop rif >t% 
danger to Which It was expqfed, now fuperfeded this rduftancto; 
and they to enter the French territories aathfjtpoft probable 

— " — of drajivuw.thcit unpy back,; at even, to follow it jpTrfechiy 


nafiSq/i\ hut a* the troops fiom ffdptc were not vet arrived^ 
nJUadnft wairing lbr them, did nottake the field unrihth$ 
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i, wh«t jop men, being the whole of Adletcroa'a rcgijnentj 
of the king's artillery, :four field^pieces, and jao_Segoys, 

* under the , command of Gjldnel Adtercron»him&f:’buit* 


b/ various dckyrl arifipg ft opa attentiqn' to-tfti. modes of warfare 
ia^ Europe, they. did ootVemh Cunglapet until the jjsft, iftthfliggh 
t|$ drafted was utdyyo mdes: Captain pdier joined risen* here' 
with h» own wpfjady of, xoo.Swife,a»d yy» 
9m thfr wehnme news that 
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tfcrmined the prefidency of Madrafs, as the army was abroad, to 
fcmploy it in the attack of Vandiwafh. But, waiting for the troops 
from Nek) re, and the Nabob's from Arcot, Co). Adlercron ftill ad- 
vanced (lowly. On his approach, the garrifon in Outramalore retreated 
to Yandiwafh, where the army arrived on the 5th of June at night ; 
and early the next morning attacked the Pettah, which they car- 
ried, after a flight refiftance from 300 Sepoys, whom they 
purfoed towards the fort, until obliged to retreat by the fire 
from the walls; nor could they remain in the pettah itfrlf, be- 
caufe the principal ftreets led (freight to the fort, and were in- 
iiladed by one or other of the towers. However, the fuccef* 
coft no lives; although 10 Europeans were wounded. By this 
time, the French troops, as much alarmed by the motions of 
the Englifh, as the Englifh had lately been by theirs, were return- 
ing (aft from Tritchinopoly ; feme were already arrived at Pondi- 
cherry, others had halted at Trivadi, others were advanced to 
Gingee ; all preparing to march to the relief of Yandiwafh : on the 
other hand, neither the battering cannon, noi any of the reinforce- 
ments, had joined the Englifh camp ; and there was no probabi- 
lity of making any impreflion on the fort before fbme of the French 
troops would arrive to ' ks fuccour ; on which Col. Adlercron re- 
folved to quit the ertterprizr, but fet fire to the pettah before he 
retired ; and on the 1 ith, the army arrived at Outramalore. 

By this time the prefidency, (brightened in their treafury, were 
tired of the expence of a campaign which had produced fo little ef- 
fofl ; and their Otdcnt propenfity to caution, as well as parftmony. 
Was increafed lywxpefted intelligence, that the French had feized 
the company's factories at Madapollain, Ban derma lank a, and Ingeram, 
which are fituited near the fea on diff e rent branches of the river 
Godaveri, flit the province of Rajahmundrum. 'To thole loileswere 
added apprehenfions arifing from various reports, that Mr. Bufly in- 
tended to attack the more important fa d&tf of Vizagapatam. 

In this cloudy hour the prefidency injudidoofly orde r ed Adfcr- 
cron fb return immediately with the army to Madrafs, although % 
parrpftfce French troops were arrived an<f encamped ufeder the 

walls 
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walls of Vandiwafh. They were commanded by Sauhinet, an of- 
ficer of enterprise, who no fooner law the Englifh army relating 
from Outramalore, than he advanced and took poflefiion of this 
place ; and, as foon as he heard that they had repaffed Ching- 
lapett in their way to Madrafs, detached early in the morning 
of the 15th, 200 Europeans and 500 Sepoys, with two held* 
pieces, to retaliate on Conjeveram the fire which they had fet 
to Vandiwafh. Conjeveram is the largeft open town in the Car- 
natic, and the mod populous ; befides the refort it attracts by the 
great quantities of grain produced in the vaft plain that furrounds it, 
it is (fill more frequented from the reputation of its pagoda, and of 
the college of Bramins, who poflefs it, and are acknowledged the 
fupreme council of the Indian religion in Coromandel : both the 
Englifh and French had, during die late wars, kept t^qdps in the 
pagoda ; but its fpace and proper attentions had ftill preferred the 
priefts and the holy places from contamination or pollution. There 
were at this time in the pagoda two companies of Sepoys, under 
the command of Seijeant Lambertfou. The French troops arrived at 
noon, and, contrary to their expectation, were aflaiie^by the fire 
of muiketry, concealed on each fide of the ftreet, which obliged 
them to beat up the houfes as the fine advanced ; and the Englifh 
Sepoys, who knew their ground, continually efcaped from one 
fhelter to another, renewing their fire, until they retreated into the 
pagoda. The enemy, texaiperated, then advanced againft the gate- 
way, where the feijeant was ready to receive them again, placing 
his Sepoys, fume on fcaffbldirig along the walls, and others amongfl 
the open mafboiy of the (fortes which compofe tnevaft tower over 
the gateway. The two field-pieces were of little fervice to diflodge 
them from jfnch defence, and the feijeant had, obftru&ed the porch 
with latge trees* laid with theirbeanchet outwards. On this refinance. 
Saddest gheught it prudent not jo peifift, for hit time was limited, 
and e'igjhroOMsEuropeaps were kilted, more wounded, end of the 
Sepoy* m p riva tio n . They therefore marched to m diftant quarter 
of the town, from whence detachments were font to eolleft what- 
fower plunder oould be conveniently carried away. In the evening 
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they let fire to the town : at midnight they marched away, and the 
next day arrived at Outramalore. 

The terror fprcad by this incurlion was of much more detriment 
than the milchief done at Conjeveram ; for all the inhabitants of the 
open and fertile country along the Paliar, abandoned their labours 
and occupations, and the renters as ufual amplified the Ioffes they 
were likely to fuftain in the collection of the revenues. The preli- 
dency of Madrafs, fenlible and vexed at their error, immediately 
ordered the army to march back, and re-crofs the Paliar. Col. 
Lawrence, although he had refolved from the time he was fu per- 
fected by Colonel Adlercron, never to act under his command, on 
this occaiion offered to join the camp as a volunteer ; and Adiercorn 
accepted the propofa 1 with good will. The army marched from 
the Mount on the 19th. The French, on their approach, retired 
from Outramalore to Vandiwafh, and intrenched llrongly within 
half a mile of the eaftem fide of the fort, fummoning reinforce- 
ments from all their garrifons in the rear. The Englifh, Hkewife wait- 
ing for detachments and the Nabob’s cavalry from Arcot, did not ad- 
vance to Outramalore until the 29th, when an uncommon ficknels 
broke out in the camp ; men being fuddenly feized, and dying in 1 2 
hours, and as many died as recovered. The mortality continued 
four days, but the camp having moved on the fifth five miles 
beyond Outramalore, fewer men fell down the next, and in two days 
more the fickoefs intirely ceafed. On the 1 ithof July they encamped 
within fight of the enemy, whole huflars hovered round the line, 
but came not near enough to receive any harm. By this time the 
flrength of the two armies, although different, was nearly equal : 
the French had 800 Europeans), ofwhtcffioo were huffert, and 
1 500 Sepoys ; the Englifh 700 Europeans,' 2000 Sepoys, but no 
horfe, excepting a few troopers, to- feryC as fcouts,. On the 16th, 
500 of the Nabob's hoefe arrived from Arcot; and the next 
.300 of them, with five companies of Sejpays, ^advanced towards the 
enemy’s camp, folbwed by the picquet of* 100 Europeans, with a 
fidd-piece, and at the fame time the whole line dr ew out./cadfr to 
meet a general a£Uon, if the enemy would give the opportunity ; 

but 
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but they recalled their advanced polls into their intrenchments, and 
only fent out their huflars, who, as before, ventured nothing. 
This trial convinced Col. Lawrence that nothing but the certainty 
of advantage could bring them to action ; and enough being done 
to convince the country that the former retreat had not been ii» 
confcquence of fear, he thought it bell to put an end to the expence of 
the campaign. The army marched away on the 26th, and the enemy 
made no motion to harrafs them. On the 28th, they arrived at 
Conjcverain, where 500 Europeans, witli 1500 Sepoys, remained 
in cantonments, under the command of Lieutenant-colonel Forde : 
the reft returned to the garrilons and ftations from whence they 
had been drawn. Thus ended this campaign, in which the whole 
force that Madrafs and Pondicherry could bring into the field, re- 
mained 40 days within a few hours march of each other, and fepa- 
rated, without a man wounded on either lide. Neverthelefs, both 
were right, according to their different views and circumftances, in 
refraining from action. 

The garrifon of Madura was fo much elated by the departure of 
Captain Calliaud with the bell of the troops, and by the caufe in the 
danger of Trjtchinopoly, that the Jemautdars, who had made -pro- 
pofals to him, would not continue any communication with Lieu- 
tenant Rumbold and Mahomed Ifloof ; who ordered up lix of the 
1 2 companies of Sepoys from Tinivelly and Palamacotah, and moved 
the camp from the s. e. to the n. e. of the town on the other fide of 
the river Vigee, in order to cut off the communication of the garri- 
ion with the river, from which they drew their water, as all in the 
tanks of the town and plain was putrid. 

The four Tides of Madura front nearly to the four cardinal points. 
The river parting from the N. w. wafhes the walls at the n. b. 
angle; the bed, unlefs immediately after heavy rains, lies in 
dry flats of fand, on fome of which are buildings ; the channels 
between are (hallow. The Engiifh camp extended on the nor- 
thern lide of the river, oppofite the angle, and within point 
blank of part of the walls on She eaft and north (ides, for 
nothing was feared from the decayed artillery of the town, 
a The 
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The gate-way of the north tide, from whence the garriibu got 
their water, was near tiie N. w. angle, and about 80 yards 
from the river ; on the tide of which, oppolite to the gate, they 
th r t-w up a rctrendiment, in which they kept a guard to pro- 
tect the water-carriers. Lieutenant Runibold, with the Europeans, 
palled the river under cover of a field piece, and liaving diflodgtd 
tiie guard from the port on the other fide, kept pofleflion, ftrength- 
ened it with better retrenchments, and ftationed two companies of 
Sepoys to maintain ir. This immediately obliged the enemy to 
open another gate, it was that to th^buth, and to get their water 
from the tanks within and withoufphe town, which loon threw 
many of them into fluxes. 

Rumbold and Mahomed Ifloof remained three or four days without 
doing any thing more, hoping to put the enemy oft' their guard, and 
then, taking a night when the wind blew very ftrong, advanced 
with a large party of Sepoys, carrying bundles of ftraw mixed with 
more effectual combuftibles, which they piled and fet fire to againft 
the outward doors of the gateway ; which were foon confirmed, and 
the party fullered very little, being concealed by the thicknefs of 
the fiqpkc, and ftill more protected by the indifference of tire garri- 
fon, who knew their own fecurity ; for, when advanced with a 
petard through the windings of the gateway to the fecond door, 
which opened immediately into the city, the troops, to their great 
furprize, found the front of it bricked up with a ftrong wall ; upon 
which they retired without delay. By this time, the Sepoys from 
Tinivdly were advancing; and Captain Calliaud, being convinced that 
the French army were not likely to return again to Tritchinopoly, had 
detached a platoon of 30 Europeans, with 300 Sepoys, and an 18 
pounder, which were likewife on the road to Madura. The garrifon 
hearing of the approach of thefe reinforcements, refolved to make a 
vigorous effort before their arrival. Intelligence was received of their 
intention, and to be prepared againft it, the ground on each fide of 
the camp was fluiced by cutting the mound of a large tank at fome 
diftancc in the rear; and Mahomed Ifloof undertook to defend the 

poft 
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poft on the other fide of the river with the uiual guard of two com- 
panies of Sepoys, and the addition cf a field-piece. On the 9th of 
die month the enemy made the fally at noon day. They were 300 
Sepoys, zoo cavalry demounted, and '200 more on their hories: 
The riders came round from the weft, and crofting the river, kept 
galloping on this fide the camp, but without venturing to pals the 
fwamp ; but the foot ifluing from the north gate, which they had 
unbricked, advanced ftreight forward to the watering poft. A ftiht 
had lcarcely been fired, before the two companies of Sepoys, either 
from panic or fpite, for Mahomed Ifloof was a levere commander, 
abandoned him, and difperfed, all but ten men, with whom he re- 
treated to a choultry, on an iiland in the river, to which they were 
followed by part of the enemy, whilft the reft feized the gun. lieu- 
tenant Rumbold on the danger advanced with the company of Cof- 
fres, and one of Sepoys, leaving the four other companies, and the 
field-pieces for the defence of the camp. He made his way good 
to tlie Choultry, where he found the fmall party of defenders 
reduced to their laft cartridge, having killed more than their own 
number of the enemy, who retreated as foon as the reinforce- 
ment came up. On the 1 1 th of June, arrived the detachment from 
Tritchinopoly ; when Rumbold mounted the eighteen pounder they 
had brought, on the recovered poft. It fired three days, until moil 
of its ammunition was fpent, but without being able to make a 
practical breach ; and in the mean time the enemy threw up a re- 
trenchment with a deep ditch before the breach, and ftrengthened 
the ditch with palifades; fo that nothing could be done by af- 
fault without more force. The prefidency had forefeen this; and 
notwithftanding their other alarms, ftill continued intent on the re- 
duction of Madura, as the moil dangerous advantage of which the 
French were likely to get pofieffion, if not immediately recovered ; 
of which fenfe nothing could be a greater proof than their infuffi- 
cient efforts ; for the attempt inquired a complete arc ay. They 
therefore left it to the difcrfction of Calliaud, to proooed again to 
the -attack, with inch i force ’as lhoutd not leave Tritchinopoly 
expofed again to too much rifque. Some days palled in waiting the 
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return of a detachment of 50 Europeans, which had come from, 
and had been lately fent back to Fort St. David ; and as foon as 
they returned, he took the field with 90 Europeans, 400 Sepoys, 
ian eighteen-pounder, and 200 horfe fupplied by the king of Tan- 
■jore: more than half the Europeans were French and Dutch de- 
ferters, chofen, that none but the Englifh foldiers might be left to 
^ruard the French prifoners in the city. The renter Moodilee, na- 
turally timorous, and awed by the imperious temper of Mahomed 
IfTobf, had quitted the camp, and followed Calliaud when he 
•marched to the relief of Tritchinopoly ; from whence he now again 
returned with him to Madura. The detachment fet out on the 
25th of June, and arrived on the 3d of July. The Sepoys called 
from Tinivelly had joined a few days before ; but Mr. Rumbold 
had neverthelefs been obliged to reduce his operations to preventing 
the garrifon from getting water from the river, and provifions from 
the country. 

. Calliaud^ feeing the dexterity with which the enemy had counter- 
acted the' battery of Rumbold, refolved to prevent them from op- 
pofing the fame obftacles to that which he intended to ereft, by keep- 
ing 'them in Ignorance of the part he fhould attack, until the firft 
ftuit was fired. The gabions, fafeines, and platforms, were pre- 
Jfafe&I in the camp ; and as foon as all were ready, the troops al- 
lotted 'marched on the 9th at night to the watercouffe which runs 
to the weft of the city, and raifed the battery againft the curtain 
between the gateway and the tower which had. been attempted by 
efcalade of the ift of May. It mounted two eighteen-pounders, 
•with four field- pieces, was finifhed before the morning, and at day- 
break began to fire. The parapet of the faufle-bray was foon beaten 
down, and the’ inward wall, although ftrong, was by noon fhaken lb 
much,‘that the parapet of this likewife fell entirely, and the wall it- 
-felf wasfufficiently fhatteted, to permit a man to clamber to the-top : 
tiit,; in this fhort time, Che garrifon had ftaked the rampart behind 
■With ’the trunks of Palmdira trees a fet on end : a few toot knoc ked 
doWn fortie, nor could any of them have been firmly fixed, sfnd to 
; 4 eave thd' enemy no more tome to prepare farther defences, Cat- 
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Jiaud refolved to ftorm immediately. Of the Europeans, only the 
artillery-men were left at the battery : all the battalion-men, who 
were 120, marched, followed by the company of Coffrees, and they 
by 4.00 Sepoys. Calliaud led the Europeans, and Mahomed Ifiooff 
the Sepoys. The garrifon had difciplined 300 of their matchlock- 
men as Sepoys; who, although much inferior to thele troops, 
were improved far beyond their former Hate ; thefe were polled on 
the weftern gate-way, which, projeding beyond the faufle-bray 
into the ditch, flanked the tower attacked ; and a multitude were 
crouded on the ramparts behind and on each fide of the breach. 
The troops, although galled, advanced refolutely through the ditch 
and faufle-bray, and four of the moft adive fcrambled up the 
breach to the rampart, but were immediately tumbled down dead, 
or mortally wounded. This reprefled the ardour of thole who were 
following : an officer threw out imprudent words, and the infirmity 
vilibly caught the whole line, notwithllanding the exhortations and 
activity of Calliaud, who was in the faufle-bray dire&ing the affault. 
Whofoever mounted afterwards came down without getting to the 
top, pretending the impoflibility, although the danger was as great 
in the faufle-bray below ; for, befides the Ihower of other annoy- 
ances, the enemy had prepared*, bags and pipkins filled with meer 
powder, to which they fet fine as they tolled them down on the 
heads of the aflailants, and the fcorch of the explofion was in- 
evitable and intolerable. Neverthelefs, Calliaud continued the afi* 
fault half an hour ; when finding that no command was any longer 
obeyed, and that much lofs had been fuflained, he ordered the re- 
treat. Four of the bravell ferjeants were killed, and as many 
wounded, and 20 other Europeans were either killed or defperately 
wounded; of the Coffrees to; of the Sepoys too were difabled, 
but few of this body were killed, and fewer died afterwards of their 
wounds. 

The prefidency received intelligence o£$his repulfe on the 25th, 
and on the fame day two Peons, efcaped &m Viaagapatam, brought 
news, that Mr. Bufly had taken that ^jplement, in which were 
1 5,0 European foldiers, Thefe evils were aggravated by the circum- 
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ftances of the times : for there is no country in which the flighted 
fuccefles and mifchances of war weigh fo much in the opinions both 
of friends and enemies, as in Indoftan, and a large body of Mor- 
ratoes had encamped a few days before on the weftern frontiers 
of the Carnatic, threatening the Nabob to enter and ravage the pro- 
vince, if their demands were not complied with. 

The Nana Balagerow, after his return from Sanore, in the laft 
year, remained at Poni, in appearance attentive only to the affairs 
of Delhi, and the northern countries of Indoftan, to which he de- 
tached a very large force in October ; but when he {aw Salabadjing 
and Mr. Bully proceeding with their reipe&ive armies, the one to 
Aurengabad, the other to the ceded provinces, he took the field 
himfelf with 60,000 horfe, and proceeded to the .Southward, palled 
the Kriftna, and having, purified his army in the ftreams of the 
Beamraw, a facred river in Viziapore, tjiey fet off from hence in 
the middle of February, and marched* rapidly towards Myfore, 
carrying terror and deftru&ion wherever they came. Moft of the 
forts on the way furrendered on the firft fummons, and fuch as 
held out, were inverted, or at leaft watched by detachments, whilft 
the main body purfued its courfe without interruption to the capital 
Seringapatam. It was feme apprehenfions of this invafion, which had 
recalled the General, Hyderally, from Dindigul in the beginning of 
the year ; who neverthelefs was not fufficiently prepared to refift the 
invafion and the Delaway or Regent, being much frightened, 
they negociated, and agreed to pay Balagerow two millions of rupees. 
The terms were concluded in the middle of April, and Balagerow, 
on Ids return to the northern divifion of Myfore, continued to 
reduce the forts he had left in his rear ; although many of them 
were, at this time, in the dependance of this kingdom. The 
principal of thefe, and indeed the ftrongeft in the whole country, 
is Scrah, which is likewife called Sirpi. It is fituated on a great 
mountain, 1 20 miles notfh of Seringapatam ; .the Governor refilled 
tfi the beginning, but rhd/fmbes and batteries of the Morratoe in- 
duced him m three weekf1& furrender. The rainy ieaibn was now 
approaching, when the Kriftna overflows, and becomes unpayable; 
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and it was a mixim with Balagerow, never to remain to the foutli- 
ward, with that obftacle between himfelf and his capital. Ife 
accordingly marched away from Sirpi, with the greateft part of 
his army, 45,000 men, but left 15,000 horfe, as many foot, and 
a large train of artillery, under the command of a general named 
Balaventrow, to execute the other purpofes of the campaign, who, 
after receiving the fubmiffions and fines of a variety of petty Poly- 
gars under the fubjc&ion of Sirpi, proceeded 40 miles to the s.s.e. 
and encamped between two forts called the greater and lefler 
Balabarum, of which the greater refufed to make any fubmiffion, 
but the kellidar of the other paid 50,000 rupees. From hence 
they proceeded 20 miles farther eaft, and, after a liege of 10 days, 
took Oufcotah. This fort, although far diftant from the territory 
of Cudapah, belonged to the Nabob of that province. Proceed- 
ing, they fummoned the fort of Colar, fituated 20 miles beyond 
Oufcotah, and being refufed, left it in their rear, and fat down 
before Mulliavaukel, twenty miles farther on. This fort hands on 
the higheft rock of a large mountain, and is impregnable by 
open force. Balaventrow therefore tried money, which in four 
days gained the place. They were now within 30 miles of the 
great range of mountains which bound the Carnatic to the Weft ; 
and on the 27th of June encamped before the fort of Cudapanatam, 
lixty miles n. by w. from the city of Arcot, and commanding the 
entrance of one of the paffes into the Carnatic. Balaventrow, 
jvhilft preparing to attack the fort of Cudanapatam, fent forward 
letters from Balajerow, with his own, to the Nabob, and the prefi- 
dency. During the expedition to Seringapatam, Balajerow had like- 
wife written feveral to the pyefidency, in which he complained, that 
the government of Bombay had given him no (hare of the plun- 
der of Gheria ; and held out his intentions<jf vifiting the Carnatic on 
his return from Myfore, in order to fettle, as he faid, the affairs 
of the province ; but thefe were deemed expreflions merely defigned 
to intimidate, infomuch that the prefidency,' in anfwer, invited him 
to come and affift them in expelling the French, as the only 
means of reftoring tranquillity to the country. They. were there- 
fore not a little furprized to find in the letters now received .from 
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Balajetvw and ‘ his agent, to themfelves, and in ftronger terms to 
the Nabob, a peremptory demand of the Cbout or tribute due to the 
lung of the Morratoes from the Nabobfhip of Aroot, which 
Balajerow afferted had been fettled by Nizamalmoluck at fix 
hundred thoufand rupees a year, four for the Carnatic, and two 
for Tritchinopoiy and the fouthern countries ; but that he had re- 
ceived nothing for fix years, that is, fince the death of the Nabob- 
Anwarodean. Khan: the fum he required was- four million s of 
rupees. 

The city of Arcot was ftruck with confternation by the arrival 
of the Morratoes at Cudanapatam, and the Nabob himfelf appre- 
hended the incurfioa of fome of their parties even into the town, 
on which the prefidency invited and advifed him to fond the 
women and children of his family, to Madrafs ; but his mother, the 
widow of Anaverdi, having fome prejudice againft the air of the foa 
coaft, chofo to remain at Arcot; the reft arrived on the rothuf 
July, patting without danger, as the Englifh army were then 
before Vandiwafh. In the mean time a correfpondence by letters 
and agents was carrying on between the Nabob and Balaventrow- 
(Eudapanatam, after a breach, furrendered on the 15th of July;, 
when a ftrong detachment of Morratoes immediately came through* 
the pals and inveftcd Ambare, from, whiah they levied a contri- 
bution, and their parties icowered the valley of Vaniambaddy, quite 
up to the gates of Velore : but Balaventrow himfelf, with the main 
body, remained at Cudapatnam,. and fent an .officer of diftinftion and 
great prudence named Armet row, to negotiate with the Nabob : he 
arrived at- Arcot on the 20th : he -demanded 400,000 rupees as arrears 
from the Nabobfhip in> general v- with the referveof coUeding from the 
forts and Polygars of the Carnatic in. proportion. After much dif- 
cuffion, he confented to take 200,000 in ready money from the 
Nabob, and his refcripts on the forts and Polygars for 250,000 more. . 
Thefc terms, considering all circumftances, were moderate ; and the 
Ntfoob thinking that the prefidency would be ar-well fatisfied w j$h> 
them as himfelf, requeftfed they would fiun^h the money out $f the 
mats heh|l ifligned to the Company for the expenses of the war.. 
But the p&dency wifhed to annul a claim, which if. admitted under 
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their fan&ian, alight never be relinquifhed. The/ had, -however, 
no alternative but to pay or fight ; and no contemptible means of 
refiftance were tendered to them at this very time. The Mprratoe 
Morarirow, in confequence of his fubmifiions to Balajerow in the 
preceding year at Sanore, had joined an{d accompanied him with 6000 
horfe in the expedition to Seringapatam. They parted after the re- 
duction of Sirpi, and Morarirow returned to his own country with- 
out having got any thing by the campaign, not even the pay of his 
troops, which Balajerow regarded as military vaflals to the Morratoe 
fovereignty. The Nabob of Cudapah had been fummoned to pay the 
chout, and had refufed ; on which Balaventrow had taken Oufcotah, 
and the Nabob armed. The neighbouring Nabobs of Sanore, Canoul, 
and Condanore, all, as well as Cudapah, Pitans, took the alarm, and 
Morarirow, whofe territory is contiguous to theirs, pretending_to fear 
26 much as they, propofed that all together fiiould make an alliance 
with the Englifh, the Nabob of Arcot, and the Myforeans, not only 
to oppofe Balaventrow at prefent, but to prevent the invafions of Ba- 
kyerow to the fouth of the Kriftna in future. All confented, and Mo- 
rarirow, taking the lead, made the propofalto the Nabob and thepre- 
fidency in the snoft explicit terms Cudapah did fo likewife; and both 
profered to march immediately and give battle to Balaventrow at Cu- 
dapanatam, if the Englifh troops would join them there. The prefi- 
dency could fpare no troops,, and was as much afraid of them, as of 
the Morratoes, entering the province ; and in this dilemma refolved, if 
poffible, to procraftinate with Armetrow until the arrival of fupplies,. 
or intelligence from Europe, fhould give fbme certainty to their 
eonduCt ; and invited him to come to Madrafs, who, on the offer 
of the Nabob to accompany him, confented : they arrived on the 
8ft) of Auguff,. and the next day conferred with the governor, whp 
reprefented. the merit of the Englifh nation in preferring.; the 
Carnatic from the dominion of the French, from whom, the Mor- 
ratoes would never have received any tribute, fince they had paid 
nine for the northern provinces ; in the reduction of. whiidi he pro- 
fited to join Balaventrow with; a.body of EqgUfh .troops.- Bat .both 
, tjbefe arguments admitted the claim ; and Armetrow perceiving the 
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1 757 ' evafion, demanded a pofitive anfwer. The next day arrived a veffef 
from- Bombay, difpatched with letters from England, which had 
"been lent over the defart of Arabia, and were dated the 5th of Ja- 
nuary ; they gave intelligence, that four Ships of the line, with a 
frigate, under the command of Admiral Stevens, were failed for 
India. This news produced no change in the temper of Armetrow, 
whom the utmoft entreaties of the Nabob could hardly prevail on 
not to depart that evening. A consultation was held in the morn- 
ing, when it was finally deemed expedient to pay the money ; but 
on condition that 3000 horfe Should immediately join the English 
troops at Conjeveram, and proceed with them to attack the French 
army, which ftill remained at VandiwaSh. A fecond conference 
palled, in which Armetrow was as before inflexible, aflerted the 
chout as a right, would receive nothing with any condition ; when 
the money was paid, he was ready ta treat for the loan of a body 
of horfe. Various meflages and explanations, however, detained 
him until the 1 4th, when in the middle of the night he ordered his 
retinue, 300 Morratoes, to be in readinefs to march in the morning : 
on which the prefidency refolved to pay the money without referve ; 
and he Staid two days more to receive it, part in coin, and part in 
hills on the Shroffs. During the embafly, Balaventrow went with 
jooo horfe from his camp at Cudapanatam to the pagoda of Tripetti, 
which Stands 1 20 miles n. e. of that place ; they palled through 
the {freights of Damalcherry, and when arrived within ten 
miles, he, at the requeft of the renter who farmed the offer ing s 
halted his troops ; and, proceeding himfelf with a few attendants, 
paid his devotions with much reverence one day on the top of the 
mountain, and She next, in the temples below. During -the march 
and return of this pilgrimage, he retrained all the trpops which 
.accompanied him from committing any violences in the countiy 
through which they pafled : but feveral parties from She camp were 
jltfsis time ravaging the Skirts of the province of Cudapah. 

With the other advices from England dime orders for recalling 
Col.’Adlcrcron and his regiment ; but according to permUtlcd ; fttttn 
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the war-office, moft of the common men inlifted in the Company’s 
troops; and there being no conveyance ready to carry away the reft, 
-no alteration enfued in the ftrength of the army. 

The French army at Vandiwalh, as foon as the Englifh cantoned 
themfelves in Conjeveram, employed their Sepoys and horfe to 
ravage the country. A detachment immediately took pofleflion of 
Outramalore, and from thence plundered the diftri&s of Salawauk : 
■a much larger, with two field-pieces, marched into the diftritts of 
Chittapett, where they were furprized and beaten by 200 Sepoys and 
500 horfe from therfort. This routed body being reinforced, divided 
into two, one of which plundered as far as Timery within five miles 
of Arcot, and the other to Cavantandalum within fix of Conjeveram ; 
but thefe incur fions were fo fudden and tranfitory, that no motions 
were made by the troops there to repel! them. However,. 100 
Sepoys were fent from the fort of Arcot, to affift Chittapet, who 
were attacked and made their way through a ftronger party of the 
enemy’s. The month'of Auguft paffed in thefe alarms, which were 
then fucceeded by one of more confequence. Of the three fcafts 
which are annually celebrated at Tripetti, that- which falls in the 
beginning of September is held in much higher devotion than either 
of the other two, and more money is colle&ed in proportion, fince 
the number of pilgrims is much greater. In the beginning of June 
Nazeabulla, the rebel governor of Nelore, returned from Mafuli- 
patam, accompanied by eighty French foldiers. He, however, re- 
mained quiet until the Nabob’s troops under the command of Ab- 
dulwahab, had marched away to Arcot, and thofe of thd two Poly- 
gars, Damcrla Venkytapah and Bangar Yatcham, had withdrawn to 
their homes. He then took the field, hut confined his operations 
to incurfions into, the opener country of the Poly gars, until the 
twidd fc of Auguft, when he marched fuddenly with- his whole 
force, and fat down before the fort of Cadawah, fituated within 
twelve, mites of Tripetti, and belonging to the Nabob.- This mo- 
tion left 06 doubt of his, intention to colleat thc .revenue.of the. 
.approaching fisaft, which .had f<?r fbme , years been affigned to 
the company. On' the firft advices of the danger, the prefidency. 
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ordered a detachment of 100 Europeans, with two field-pieces, their 
artillery- men, and 300 Sepoys, to march with all expedition from 
Conjevcram, under the command of Captain Polier ; and at the 
feme time ordered the two Polygars to aft in concert with this de- 
tachment, which fet out on the firft of September. 

On the 6th, four of the Company’s (hips from England anchored 
in the road of Madrafs. It was fome time that the Triton, a 
frigate of twfenty guns, belonging to the fquadron, and the Re- 
venge, of the fame • rate, belonging to the Company, and com- 
manded by commodore James, had been Rationed to cruize off Pon- 
dicherry, in order to intercept any of the enemy’s veflels, or give the 
intelligence of the coaft to all the Englifh (hips they might meet ; 
and they were likewife inftrufted to take obt of the firft from England 
the recruits they might bring; which were to be immediately 
landed at Fort St. David, as the fafeft and moft expeditious means 
of reftoring to that garrifon the men fvhich had lately been taken 
from it to ferve in the expedition to Madura, and in the campaign 
of Vandiwafh. The cruizers difeovered the four Indiamen between 
Pondicherry and Fort St. David, joined them off of Alamparvah, and 
took on board all the recruits, which were 200 ; but having, fallen 
30 miles to leeward, it was the 7th at 10 at night before they an- 
chored again in the road of Fort St. David. At the dawn of day they 
•difeovered 1 r (hips at anchor, extending from the eaft to the iouth, 
and none at more than three miles diftance. The cruizers imme- 
diately got under weigh, and were foon convinced, that the ftrangers, 
although they fhewed Englifh colours, were French fhips. Never- 
thelefs. Commodore James refolved to difembark the recruits in the 
Revenge, fending as many as the three boats of the fhip could carry 
to the ouftfide of rile furf, where they were received and landed by the 
inaflbolas of the fhore, which always begin to ply at day-break. The 
.boats returning, took rile reft of the recruits, but before they could 
xeacfl the fhip again, the foremoft of the enemy's fquadron were 
edrSet’fb nigh, that it was neceftaty to fly, and leave the boats to the 
-flf^. K ' The Triton not fading fo well as ftie‘ Revenge, and beipg 
under it^her reftfiftions of fervice, had net ventured the .delay of 
landing the recruits fhe had taken on board, but had advanced on her 
3 way. 



Book VIII. The Carnatic. 

way, although (lowly, waiting for her comrade, which (don joined 
her, when both, under fuch a cloud of fail as amazed the enemy, 
flood before them ; but were neverthelefs (o prefled by two of their 
prime failers, which kept without, that they were obliged to fail 
through the road of Pondicherry itfelf ; where a (hip of force was • 
riding, which, infteadof cutting her cable, and beginning an en- 
gagment, fuffered the cruizers to pafs, whilft (he was weighing her 
anchor at the capftone to purfue them. As foon as they were be- 
yond Pondicherry, the enemy, afraid of falling to leeward of their 
port, ceafed the chafe, and anchored in the road. The cruizers then 
hailed, and agreed, that the Revenge (hould proceed immedia tely 
with the intelligence to Bengal, and the Triton to Madrafs, where 
(he anchored early the next morning. 

The council was immediately fummoned, and their deter min ations 
were foon taken. All the feribes in the fettlement were not adequate 
to the orders and advices which it became immediately neceffary to 
iffue. The main body of the army at Conjeveram was ordered to 
come into Madrafs, the detachment with Polier recalled from Tri- 
petti : Calliaud with the Europeans to return from Madura, whether 
taken or not, toTritchinopoly ; if taken, to bring away likewife 
Mahomed Ifloof, with 1000 Sepoys. Inftruftions were fent to the 
Englifli garrifons in Carangoly, Chinglapett, and Arcot ; ahd intelli- 
gence of the danger to every other fort in the country fubje£t to, or 
in the interefts of, the Nabob : advices to the prefidency of Bengal, 
and the (quadron there; to Bombay and all the fa£tories on the Malabar 
coaft. A veflel was difpatched to cruize off Ceylon, with intelligence 
for the (hips daily expected from England. Another was fent to anchor 
off Cobelong, 20 miles to the fouth of Madrafs, in order to make 
fignals on the firft appearance of the French fquadron now at Pon- 
dicherry. 

The council at Fort St. David, not obferving, or not difeerning, 
the motions of the cruizers, fancied the (hips they faw arriving, 
were the men of war expected from England, with fome of the 
company’s (hips under .their convoy, and in this perfuafion lent one 
Vol. II. H h of 
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of the agents in a mafloola to compliment the admiral, and to deliver 
a letter from the prefidency, in which, “ the admiral was re- 
“ quelled to cruize off Ceylon, in order to encounter or intercept 
“ die enemy’s, and to prote£l the Englifli fhips expefted on the 
“ coaft in that track of navigation ; and it was confidently fup- 
“ pofed, that Mr. Watfon, with the fliips under his command, would 
“ arrive from Bengal, in the other track, by the middle of September, 
“■ when every fuccef6 might be expected, from the junction of the 
'** two fquadrons, and even Pondicherry itfelf brought to rifque.” 
The agent did not perceive the miftake until too near to elcape, but 
had time to conceal, as he thought, the letter between two planks 
of the feat : he was received on board with civility, and with the 
mafloola carried to Pondicherry. 

Several anxious days pafled in expedition that the French fliips 
would bear down from thence, and l'cour the road of Madrafs, 
where the lofs of the China fliips would have been of much evil 
■confequence to the Company’s commerce. Several days more, before 
even an imperfect account could be obtained, what the French. fliips 
were, what force they brought, and what their proceedings after 
their arrival ; and it was long after, before the motives of their con- 
dn£t at this time were difcovered. 

The fquadron confifted of four fliips of 60 guns, two of 50, three 
of 36, 30, and 22, and two of 1 6 guns, with a bomb-ketch ; in all 
12 vefiels, moft of which failed from France in the end of December, 
but being feparated by a gale of wind, the laft did not arrive at Mau- 
ritius until the 25 th of June, They brought from France the re- 
giment of Lorrain, with 50 of the king’s artillery, the whole under 
the command of the Marquis de Soupires, of the rank of marflial 
de campt, which anfwers to that of major general with us. They 
failed on the ift of July from Mauritius to the ifle of Bourbon, 
where they took on board Mr. Bouvet, who was appointed to con- 
«lu& the fquadron to India ; he was governor of this ifland, and one 
of the ableft navigators belonging to France. On the 15th, they 
arrived at Fouk-Point Jon Madagafcar, where they remained she «eft 
of the month taking in provifions, of which their own iflands were 
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not able to furnifh a fufficiency. From hence they failed on the 
i ft of Auguft, and on the 9th of September, - the day after their ar- 
rival at Pondicherry,, landed 983 men of Lorrain, of which 6,3 were 
Tick, the 50 artillery-men, and $0 volunteers from Bourbon, with 
their equipages ; befides which had been embarked in the ftiips, 20 
pieces of battering cannon, fome mortars, and a great number of 
bombs and balls. M. Soupires, who by bis commiflion took the 
direction and command of all military operations, fummoned a 
mixed council, of the military, the marine, and the civil govern- 
ment, in which he propofed that the ftiips and troops ftiould im- 
mediately inveft and blockade Fort St. David ; but the letter from the 
prciidency of Mad'-afs to the Englifh Admiral had been difeovered in 
the Mafl’oola, and raifed fuch a confternation in the French fquadron, 
by the apprehensions of feeing every hour a force fuperior to their own, 
that Mr. Bouvet declared he had done enough in landing the troops, 
and ftiould fail immediately back to the iflands : no arguments could 
change his refolution, nor would he wait to difembark the artillery 
and heavy ammunition, becaufe they ferved as part of the ballaft in 
the different fhips, which it would require fifteen days to Shift and 
reinftate in a condition fit for failing. Thus was much detriment 
prevented by the accident of difeovering the letter, which, at the 
time it happened, was deemed a great mifchance. 

The fudden departure of the French ftiips diminiftied in fome 
degree the apprehenfions which had been raifed by their arrival. The 
Army from Conjeveram was ordered to encamp on the plain near 
Madrafs ; the detachment with Polier, which had returned as far 
as Tripaffour, to march back and protect the feaft at Tripetty, until 
concluded : and Calliaud was permitted to continue before Madura, 
if any chance remained of getting the place. 

This officer, very infirm before, fell dangeroufly ill immediately 
after the repulfe of the laft attack, and was obliged to retire to the 
neighbouring village of Trivalore, where he remained until the 4th 
of Auguft, before his health was fufficicntly reftored to endure the 
fatigues of the camp; however, this time was not entirely loft. The 
greater and lefler Moravars, at his folicitaion, fent their troops as far 
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1737. as Coilguddy, ready to aft on call. The Polygar Catabominague 
September camfe himfelf with 1000 Colleries. Myanah, who was the fugitive 
governor of Madura when Maphuze Khan came into the country, 
Auguft. quitting the receffes of Nattam, and declaiming all farther con- 
nexions with the rebels, came to the camp, with a large retinue, 
fome troops, and, as a proof of his fincerity, brought his family : 
by his influence the affiftance of moft of the Nattam colleries was 
fecured. Nabey Cawn Catteck, the ancient colleague of Myana, kept 
himfelf concealed in the woods of Moravar, without making any 
efforts to affift the garrifbn ; and what perhaps was equal to any one 
of thefe advantages, 50 Europeans, and a nine-inch mortar, had ar- 
rived at the camp from Tritchinopoly. 

With the other defections, the Jemautdars in Madura had reafon 
to doubt of the affiftance they expeded from Maphuze Khan with 
the weftern Polygars of Tinivelly, and from the Myfbreans at 
Dindigul. 

Five hundred horfe and a thoufand foot remained with Maphuze 
Khan at Nellitangaville, when Berkatoolah left him and came 
away to defend Madura, which Calliaud at the fame time was march- 
ing to attack with the main body of the Englifh troops from Tini- 
velly. As foon as Calliaud was out of fight, Maphuze Khan and 
the Pulitaver took the field, and were joined by other Poylgars, which 
all together made up a camp of 10,000 men. This army marched 
from Nellitangaville in the latter end of April, and advanced beyond 
Alvar Courchy within 1 5 miles of Tinivelly, but were deterred by 
the Sepoys left there from attempting the town ; nor did they im- 
mediately plunder or . terrify the inhabitants of the open country, 
becaufe the harveft, from which they intended to colled money, 
would not be reaped until the middle of June ; however, they pub* 
lifhed their mandates that all who were accountable to the renter 
Modilee fhould then become accountable to them,. In the mean 
time Maphuze Khan negotiated with the king of Travancore for 
affiftance, with the profer of Calacad and all the other diftri&s to ' 
which the king had ever made any pretenfion, and more ; but# left 
this fhould fail, he, with his ufual uncertainty renewed his negoti- 
ations 
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ations with the Englifh, and Tent off an agent with letters to Cal- 
liaud, propofing to rent the country from them on the fecurity of 
fubftantial fhroffs. Lieutenant Rumbold received thefe offers whilft 
Calliaud was returned to the relief of Tritchinopoly, and, thin kin g 
them worth attention, fent a Jemautdar of Sepoys named Ramanaig, 
with an intelligent Moorman, to confer with Maphuze Khan in 
his camp. They were accompanied by an efcort of 50 Sepoys ; but 
juft before their arrival, Maphuze Khan had received information, 
that the fix companies of Sepoys, of the twelve left at Tinivelly and 
Palamcotah, were ordered to join the camp at Madura ; which 
changed his fchemes, and inftead of negotiating, , he furrounded the 
two deputies and their efcort with his horfe, and threatened to put 
them all to the fword, if they did not fend an order to the Sepoys 
in garrifon at Palamcotah to deliver the fort to him. The deputies 
with their efcort flood to their arms, and faid, they would rather 
die; but, juft as the fight was going to begin, one of Maphuze Khan’s 
Jemautdars, named Ally Saheb, declared his deteftation of the 
treachery, and joined the Sepoys with the horfe of his command ; 
on which the reft recolle&ed themfelves, and retired ; but Ally 
Saheb, having ftill fome fufpicions for the fafety of the deputies and 
their efcort, marched with them to Palamcotah, and delivered them 
fafe into the fort. Soon after the fix companies of Sepoys began 
their march from Tinivelly to Madura, and the harveft began, on 
which the enemy’s army entered the town, where Maphuze Khan 
proclaimed his dominion, which his agents and dependants exercifed 
with much violence and injuftice. Even the fhroffs, or bankers, did 
not efcape ; although the pieceffity and neutrality of their occupation 
prote&s their perfons and property throughout Indoftan from the vio- 
lence either of the defpot or the conqueror. The main body of his 
army inverted the fort of Palamcotah, which the Sepoys within 
eafily defended, and with lofs to the enemy ; but there was danger 
from fcarcity of provifions ; to prevent which, Buflaponiague, the 
commander of the Sepoys, follicited the afliftance of the- Polygar 
Catabominaigue, who ftipulated the ceffion of fome lands convenient 

to his diftrifts ; which being promifed, he took the field with his 
7 own 
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own troop;, anJ thole of his dependant of Etiaporum. On their 
arrival the garrifon tallied, and in a flight Ikirmith obliged the 
cneinv to raile the liege : after which, the two Polygars returned to 
their homes, and Catabominaigue from his, came and joined the 
Engiilh camp betore Madura. Maphuze Ehan continuing at Tini- 
veilv, neither lent money or troops to the Jemautdars, but 1'ufFered the 
incomes to be difiipated, notwithftanding Berkatoolah had continually 
reprefented to -him, that the lcarcity of provilions in Madura was 
daily increaiing from the want of money to pay for them, and of 
parties in the field to facilitate their importation. 

Berkatoolah was at the lame time equally dilappointed of the ar- 
rival of the Myforeans, which had. long been promilcd from day to 
day, and more lately with afl'urance that Hyderally himfelf was 
come to Dindigul to command them in perlon ; but, on more diligent 
enquiry, it was difeovered that Hyderally was flill at Seringapatam, 
and that the troops at Dindigul did not exceed the nl'ual garrifon. 
Thus deferted, lie refolved to treat with Calliaud, and profered to 
deliver the city, if the Engiilh would pay the arrears due from 
Maphuze Khan to the troops within ; but made no ftipulation for 
thofe who had been their former comrades and were now either with 
Maphuze Khan, or any where elfe out of the town. The arrears he 
ftated at i ,600,000 rupees, but, on account of fums levied in the 
country, offered to abate 400,000 : tliefc propofals were figned by 
himfelf and four of the principal Jemautdars. Calliaud, after treat- 
ing them for fome time with contempt, propofed his own ; which 
were, to pay 100,000 rupees for the arrears to the troops, 20,000 
as a prelent to Berkatoolah himfelf, 8000 to each of the four Je- 
raautdarswho had figned with him, and 2000 to each of the com- 
manders of the three companies of Sepoys ; in all 1 50,000. Many 
■days and meflages pafled in chaffering concerning the money ; during 
which the Polygars kept their watches lb ftribtly id the country 
round, that no provifions could be carried in, and the inhabitants 
were, reduced to rice alone, and that without fait ; on which all, not 
occupied in military fervices, left the town, and were permitted logo 
away unmolefted. At the fame time the former battery was length- 
ened. 



Book VIII. Madur a and Tinivellt. 
ened, and enlarged to the capacity of receiving all the artillery, 
which were two eighteen-pounders, i o field-pieces, and a nine-inch 
mortar. Every day the diftrefs increafed ; and in the beginning of 
September horfemen daily came over to the camp. On the 7th 
'Calliaud informed Berkatoolah that his battery was ready, and would 
•open the next morning ; after which, no terms of compofition would 
be re ceived. The negotiator was a relation of Berkatoolah, whom 
Calliaud had attached by generofities, and Berkatoolah believed: 
his reprefentations in this decifive moment prevailed ; and he re- 
turned on the morning of the 8 th with the treaty figned : the fum 
agreed was 170,000 rupees, 20,000 more than the firft offer; and at 
noon Calliaud with the troops were received into the town. Thi6 
important acquifition was made on the very day that Mr. de Soupires 
with the French forces landed at Pondicherry. 

The prelidency received the news on the 1 6th. It was the only 
advantage which had been gained during the lofles and dif- 
treffes to which the company’s affairs in Coromandel had been ex- 
pofed fince the departure of the armament to Bengal : it would have 
been deemed of the higheft importance even in fortunate times ; and 
at prefent was the more acceptable, becaufe fcarcely within ex- 
pedition ; for, had the furrender been protracted until the arrival of 
the French fquadron had been known to the garrifon, little chance 
would have remained of gaining the place ; w Inch continuing in the 
pofleflion of enemies confederated with the French, would have 
greatly influenced many fubfequent events, by means which were 
now entirely precluded. 

In the mean time the French at Pondicherry were holding councils 
■what to do with their new force. It having been determined not to 
attack Fort St. David, from apprehenfions of the Englifli fqua- 
•dron, Tritchinopoly would probably have been the objed, if Mr. 
Soupire had not been iuftruded to refrain from any diftant enterprize, 
which might impair the force under his command, before the ar- 
rival of a greater which was following from France; when both 
muted might attempt any thing. It was therefore refojvcd to 
a 
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1757 aft in the country between Pondicherry and the Paliar, and to 
September ^S* 11 fieg e °f Chittapet. The French troops, which had 

taken the field before the arrival of the fquadron, were ftill remain- 
ing in their camp at Vandiwafh, and on the 21ft appeared in fight 
of Chittapet, where, on the 25th, they were joined by 300 of the 
regiment of Lorrain, and a train of artillery from Pondicherry. 

The advance of the French troops created no little confternation 
in the city of Arcot, and incidentally became the caufe of much 
confufion there. The Nabob had left the government of the city 
to his brother Abdulwahab, aflifled by the councils of his mother, 
of Sampetrow, who had been the Duan or minifter of his father, 
and of Ebrar Cawn, the Buxey or general of the troops. Many of 
the cavalry levied for the expedition to Nelore, had lately quitted 
his fervice for want of pay ; fome had enlifled with the French at 
Vandiwafh, others with Mortizally at Velore. The defertion con- 
tinuing, one Dana Sing, a ftraggling Jemautdar, came in the be- 
ginning of September, and encamped near the fuburbs of Arcot with 
a hundred horfe, intending to increafe the number, by enlifting 
fuch as left the Nabob’s fervice, and then offer the whole to the beft 
bidder. Thefe praftices'are fo common in Indoftan, that a body of 
cavalry may encamp between two oppofite armies, and remain un- 
rriolefted by either, whilft undecided which to join ; and Dana Sing, 
relying on the cuftoms he knew, profecuted his bufinefs without re- 
ferve, and even with the knowledge of the Englifh commandant in 
the fort, whom he fometimes vifited. But malicious perfons, who 
were in polTeflion of the confidence of the commandant, began to 
infinuate, that the farmer as well as the prefent defertions were the 
eflefts of collufion and treachery, between the troops and Abdul- 
wahab with the others to whom the Nabob had entrufted the go- 
vernment. Their artifices awakened his fufpicions, which began to 
lee the phantoms of plots and confpiracies, after which the flighted 
incidents became proofs to his credulity, and unluckily one hap- 
pened, which might have raifed miftruft in a more fagadous mind. 
The Nabob’s mother had in appanage the fort of Chitore, iituated 
in the mountains, about 20 miles from the pagoda of Tripetti, and 

governed 
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governed it with the adjacent domain, without the interference of 1757* 
any other authority. Being old and infirm, (he was & much fright- '' “ 

ened by the reports and approach^ the French troops, that the 
packed up her treafute and valuable efle&s with fome of Abdul- 
wahab’s, intending to fend them to Chitore. The fame malice 
which had already prejudiced, eafily perfuaded the commandant, 
that both the mother and Ion intended to make their efcape from 
the city, and take refuge with fpme or other of the Nabob’s enemi^. 

Every perfon and every circumftance were now fufpe&ed of treafon ; 
a party of Sepoys feized Sampetrow, another the Jemautdar Dana 
Sing; and both were put into confinement. EbrarCawn was obliged 
to depart from the city, the very interpreter and the news-writer of the 
Morattoes were likewife compelled to go. The firft carriages which 
were proceeding to Chitore, were likewile flopped and brought to the 
fort, and with them feveral female attendants belonging to the Nabob’s 
mother, over whofe palace a ftrong regard was fet, to prevent her 
efcape ; and all letters were intercepted. Abdulwahab, fufpe&ing 
as much mifchief as he was fufpe£led of, went off with 4$ horfemen 
in the night, it was the 24th of September, nor thought himlelf 
fafe until he reached Chitore ; the next day his houfe was fearched, 
and the moft valuable of his effe&s, with all his papers, were feized. 

For three days and three nights all the Sepoys of the garriibn were 
matching and counter- marching, taking and changing polls, as if the 
town had been, inverted, and in danger of being forced by an army 
of 40,000 men ; whereas, luckily, it was not neceffary to fire a 
Angle muHkfij: : neverthdefs the commandant could not be perfuaded 
of this iecurityv and ohhgedi the Nabob's mother to quit the city on 
the 27th, undBna.ftrong guard from h» garriibn, which efcorted her 
to Covrepauk. The Poefideacy heard thefe tidaigs with amaze* 
naept, and feeding by the intercepted letters that no evil defigns had 
bpwfc hsten^sby any of the aggrieved, .made candid apologies to all ; 
and im m ediately font another officer to take the command of the 
feat* The Nabob and his mother were convinced and appealed > 
but . Abdulwahab, ettfctrfrom pride, or feme hopes of obtaining an 
■ Vj 6 l, 0 . I i iadp*' 
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ittStijpendant eftablifhment, “would not return from Oh&ore, but levied 
tdbops, and correfponded with the Moratcoe*. - 

On the firft of October, Mr. Soupire encamped thercftof theJbor- 
rain regiment itValdppr, as a body of obfervation -ready either to inter- 
cut any fuccours which might be font from Fort St. David, or to 
march to the Faliar, if the main body of the Englifh: force at Madrafs 
fhouldtakCthe field to interrupt the fkge of Chittapet. Hie kellidar, 
on the firft motion of the French troops, faw his danger, and alked in 
luffing, but manly terms, the affiftance of the presidency. It was 
then almoft too late, for the EsjgKih had no force at hand, fuffi- 
dent to sake their way through the firft divifion which had . ftt 
down beforehw fort $ newerthelefs ftratagem and aftivity might have 
cbndufted tome. Unfortunately the Nabob Mahomedally bore a 
deep grudge againft the kellidar, for offences which power rarely 
pardons. He had received his appointment from Muizafajing, 
which had been confirmed by Naziijing, and by his fuccefibr, the pre- 
fect Siibah, on the conditions of the ancjent governors of forts in 
Indoftan, appointed by the Mogul to reftcaia inftead of ftrengthen- 
ing the bands of the Nabob, againft whom the keilidar is.cbligcd, 
in jpoi inftpioes, to fhut his gatea. Niaar M ahomed never -quitted 
dfot*** 3 of his own dignity, keeping his ookrt* oeqftituting officers, 
troops without aflcoag ithu&dbdb?* 
ttofi ; apd ie nie months before aggravated' Ids offence by receiving a 
comnuffiosx from Salabadjing, appointing him, in a d dit ion to His 
own, and with equal privileges, fpcemotr.afthe neighbouring fh 1 * 
of Polore, from vthich Ids had; b«m ofenmolrfted. "llhe- 

potents were ufhered kito d«&inwch and pro- r 

churned fc> die garrifoa and vufialswiifc t^MadBately after 

#hich die kellidar took- the field wahse^o his fiwce,: 

and marched agaiaft Polos*. • Hie Nabab^ikbtqff ^ij^^ r iated^m- 
* the prefifieacy vf£th the* 
j formerly ferved 
|pf a ftrift coopeaisn with his fri 

n .he aUedged the keffidar had li_ — w - ■■ 

money, to be employed in conjetfftuW'With the French lit Pafidi- 
i chfiiif. 
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cherry, to the dMbefr of hit own government and the Enjj ffih affairs 
in the Carnatic. The pcefideiWjt reprimanded tbn^kd^&t /of the 
intemperance of his oonduft againft Polore, who immedtutdv^ re- 
tired, and apologised with a franknefs fiercely coroparibfejvith dif- 
fimulation ; and from this time, which was the end of the 4$& 
year, he continued to inform them of his wants, tranfe&ions, 
and apprehenfions. Neverthelefs, the Nabob’s reprefen tatior^s 
(fuch is the infirmity of human nature, which enters even into 
public councils) left fufpicions : otherwife, means wquld, in pro- 
bability, have been contrived to have thrown too Europeans mfo 
the fort at this juncture ; nor would they before have pegle&cd to 
fupply it with feme pieces of cannon, which the kellidar had often 
fellicited. The fort of Cbittapet is built of (lone, and is exten- 
sive, being within the ditch 540 yards from north to fouth, and 
430 on the other fides : it has round towers at the angles, and in 
each of thefe a high cavalier; betides which, it has only 10 fquare 
towers, three on the longed, and two on each of the other tides. 
But all thefe towers are much morn fpaaous, than in, the generality 
of the forts of Coromandel ; and the gateway on the northern fide is 
the largeft pile of this conftru&ion in the Carnatic, being capable of 
on its terraffes, five hundred men drawn up under arms. 
The feuffe-bray is fkirted% a freight and flight parapet without 
projections into the dieefei^ which is fupplied with water, but W'ith 
frxe ufual negligence of Itsdinnfrtrfrticatiops, was at this tape in feme 
parts fordable. Adjacent, to the wefte^n fide .of the fort, nearly of 
the fame eacte&t, is a pettah, enclosed by a prod wall with^oipid 
towers. French earned the pettah by, affeult, in which they 

eft»bli(hed theit hmachinh battery; erefrjng lijcewife two others, 
without, to enfilade.* Ttf’p&cipal batfery„« jtifen as cmnpleated, 
ym WdCT td ufetofe by an' ibiedBve fell of rain, and as feqqas 
'my&feAs hdlBdat fifff# MIsrihnsrt. and drove the r^ft of the 
’^pw^fmounSw^ aad carried off ^.'ammunition 
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Ifefr. *The news oT this fuccefs determined the prefideijty hi fuppott 
*h e kellidar; they ordered 'the commandant at Arcot to fend a rein- 
forcement of Europeans and Sepoys with alupply of airfmuiiitioo, 
requeftcd the Nabob Vo fend what hdrfelfe had ready, ahd Amie- 
trow, with his detachment of MbraftdeS, to' join and Accompany 
the relnforSerhent ; and, moreover, proftufiHg to btiar the eicpcnce, 
folhcited feataventrow to detach a larger body of Morattoes, 
to harrafs the enemy’s ports, and intercept their convoys. 
But the Nabob’s horfe feeing no ready money, would not expofe 
themfelveS ; Armetrow was g^Aeto pay his devotions at Tripetti ; 
and BalaventroW, with the maid' body of his army, had left Cada- 
panatam, and was advanced weral marches towards Viziapore. 
fii this interval the French tiffcps which had been kept back at 
Valdore arrived before Chiiftapet, and with the former force were fuf- 
ficient to invert it on all tides, and prevent the Introduction of any 
fu^eburs. 

By the 13th, the breach Was practicable, when the French fum- 
moned the kellidar, who anfwered, that fte'Waited the atikrtit In 
the eniuing night a party, "m which were the grenadiers of Lorrain, 
concealed themfelves near the great gkteWay, where the ditch was 
fotdable, and at dawn of day the main body advanced from the bat- 
tery to the breach, when the fignal was thrown up for the other 
party to efcabde, which fucceeded Beyond their exportation, 
meeting few tooppofe them; for the greateft part Of the gar- 
rifim were affembied with the kellidar at their head at the breach, 
which they defended manfully, tints! he fell dead, foot by 
two.muflcet balls: at the fame inrtant the efeatade had pfabSi 
the terrafs of the gateway, from which foey proceeded along foe 
rampart, driving all bfefore them uritil foey duSieln flank of the 
hteach, where their fire and onfet coafotmdedfoft retiftafice mjj jb 

•u$i!S*“\ afl k uIt » wh «h, a ft# A* 

iikfWife, when the conqueror fpared aelflser’ foe profthft&hbf foh 
fyfptivc, excepting the Englifo fotdfett, who Were nineteen^Wrf ^ 
<jteuter Was offered, which’ they accepted.' None ofoerof thfeg arrifo d 
efcapdd, excepting fuch as jumped from foe walls, and gained foe 

plain; 
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plain i aandngft whom were about jo of the Englifh Sepey s, Fire 
was let to the dwelling of the fec&idar, probably becaufe the women 
had barrioalded their apartments ; and an event is told 
the fete of his princ ipal wife, which, to fave a difgrace to ftfUBftH 
nature, we ihall not repeat. Thus fell Nizar Mahomed, a v jftim 
to his good faith, although fufpe&ed of treachery, and with the nt- 
moft gallantry, although fcarcely believed to be brave. The pre- 
fidency much regretted his fall, becaufe owing in feme measure to 
their own negleft, by which their other allies might be rendered 'dif- 
fident of their aflifiance in the hour of danger and diftrefe. 1 

Nazeabullah, on the approach of the detachment with Polier, 
broke up his camp before Cadawah, and retired to Nelore ; where 
he flopped all the votaries paffing from the northward through his 
territory to the feafl at Tripetti, of which the income by this inter- 
ception was confiderably dimimlhed ; as feon as concluded, the de- 
tachment returned to Madrafs, where they arrived on the 15th of 
September, but in the way Polier fent off two companies of Sepoys 
to reinforce thofe already at Conjeveram. The fell of Chittapet 
alarmed the prefidency for all their out garrifens ; and precautions 
were taken in proportion to their importance. Catangoly Handing 
15 miles s.w. of Chinglapet, on the fouth fide t of the Palitr, and near 
the late acquifitions of the French, was garrifonedby.300 Sepoys; hut 
as its Walls were in a ruinous condition, they were ordered to retreat, 
on imminent danger, to Ghinglapdt, and to repair thither if Chinglapet 
Were threatened before them. What dtflrids were beyond Carangoly, 
and occupled^mly by (light .parties of the enemy's troops, were con- 
figaed to th£* recovery and management of Murzafabeg, a par- 
tisan recommended by tfce.'Nabob, who was to account for nothing, 
‘add maratam' them - as. he canid, out of the revenues he might 
colled. Stores, 'amnumkkka,; and-- feme Eurcjpefes were fent to 
'Afeqlt? and Timary; and two or three 

ethes, but fmaller torts, Weretordemdittfa&in refpe<ft.to»Arcot, as 
Caraagbiy'to Chinjjkpett. i'Bwthe French anriy;/; fearful of ven- 
turing 'too far >Sm&x Smidicherty, iafld of aaffingotfee 
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Wkx, » the nans Were approaching, u^wrpefitedly turned from 
Chittapet to the {both, and went againft Trinomalee. 

During thefb operations and alarms in thcCaraiatic,,th6 arrival of 
the French fqu&dron had created, equal applehenfibnsin die fouthem 
•countries.' (Miiaud received the intelligence from, Devi Cotah and 
Fort St. DaWSi feveral days before the advices from die prefidency 
could reach Madura, and withofit delay began his march back to 
Trkdnnopoiy, with all the Europeans ; but left Mahomed Iflbof 
with the Sepoys and the reft of the camp, to defend Madura and its 
dependencies, and to recover and protect, as for as the force and oc- 
casions allowed, the diftri&s of Tinivelly : for the timidity ofMo- 
•ditee could not ftand the field ; and dreading ftill more to be left 
•alone with Mahomed Iflbof, he again accompanied Captain Calliaud ; 
who the day after he left Madura, met at Nattam the firft letters 
-of die prefidency ordering both himlelf and Mahomed Ifloofto return 
immediately toT rtchinopoly ; neverthelefs feVeral arrangements, ne- 
•ceflaryon anew acquisition of fuch importance, induced him to con- 
tinue Mahomed. Iflbof ten days longer at Madura. On the EoKh, he 
himfolf arrived with die Europeans, a 50, at TritchinopoJy, where 
he was foon after informed, that the whole of die French force had 
taken the field; and although in the interval he recdvedordets coun- 
termanding the. return either of himfclf orMahomed Iflbof, he now 
preferred the firft idea of being ready to make head at Tritchino- 
poly, with a ftrong force, until the foafoo, intelligence, on the 
chance of war, mi^ilBwii n n **hat might .jsitl/he apprehended 
from the operations of the nufe my . [f&^ 0 pd Iflbof wakh 

• a thoufond Sepoys, followed him andcc^ifed at Tritdnnopoly on die 
flth of O&ober. In the mean rime fern with 

propofols to induce Maphuze Khan toquic&he uountij, hut 

the arrival of the French force' .had. . devatedhifo ; .S(lih fochhdlK** 

: ahat he nje&ed all terms amepring both of.M^«a 

*4^niveUy at certdn tSTwh^tl^intendei 
•Tbm.mifi**r Mahomed ifibaf jncceivfid ferfbre he left Mad^fUft’as 
alfo certain intelligence that Hkkn|^, the Myfotn.gefietth was 
*t length arrived, with a confiderable force at Din&gul : and* as the 
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fetting in of die rainsin theCamatic had by this time removed all 
apprehensions of immediate danger to Tritchinopoly, notwkhfland- 
ing the rednftion of Clnttap**,; CaiHaud refoived that Mahomed 
Iflbof Should return again to Madura with the troops he had brought 
as Soon as they wore refreshed aadfuraifhed with Some additional . 
equipments. ; They accordingly Set out on the aoth of Odtober. 

On die 1 6th, the fame day that the presidency received the news 
of the lofs of Chittapett, arrived avefleMfrom Bengal with authen- 
tic advices of the revolution in that province produced by the fuc- 
cefs at Plafly: the fucceeding days and veffels brought to the com- 
pany, and to individuals, Some part of the treafure which had been < 
poured into Calcutta by that extraordinary event, and the reputa- 
tion of a credit, adequate to the utmoft wants of the Engtifh affairs 
in Coromandel : but this unexpected prosperity was fbmewhat cloud- 
ed by the certainty of not receiving back any part of their troops - 
in this feafon of neceffity. Nor were any of the fhips of war to be- 
expeCted ; for Admiral Pococke, on hoaxing of the French fqua- 
dron, had taken the refolution of remaining in the Ganges until 
January, for the protedHon of Calcutta, and in expectation of being 
joined there by the fhips coming from England ; foon after, arrived 
the Queenfborough frigate, difpatchedby Commodore Stevens in 
Aiiguft, from St. Auguftine’s bay in the-ifland of Madagafcar, with' 
information of his intentions to proceed with the four fhips under' 
his command, to Bombay, from whence they tcould not reach thee 
coaft until the beginning of the next year; but the approach of the' 
tempe&uous feafon leffened this dilapj)ointmerit* as it was known that 
the French themfelves expeCted ilb more fhips of force during this - 
interval. " 

The French army from Chktapet appeared before Tririomalec 
on the 1 8th, This place, notwit hdapding the gallant defence of. 
Berkatoolah in 1.753, is more famous for its fahCtity than ftfength 
it is fituated 30 miles s. s. W. Bf Chktapet, and 30 w. of Gingee, 
a craggy mountain, about two miles in circumference, and riling 
in: the middl* to n great height.hath, befidcsothers,. on the.higbeft 
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rbck, a finall" chapel, whichisheld in extreme veneration, from a 
perfuafion, that whofoever, except the appointed Bratnina; fh ould 
prefame to enter it, would immediately be confumed by a fubterre- 
npou* fire, rifing for. the occafion. On the weftem fide is a large 
pettah, furrounded by a flight mud wall ; it was this Berkatoolah 
defended) from which are the only paths leading to the' chapels,' 
and in the inhermoft part immediately under the mountain, is a 
fparious add well-built pagoda, the refidence of a multitude of' 
Bramins and their families, as well as of the images to which the 
whole mountain and pagoda are confecra&d. The mountain, pet- 
tah, and a fpace of arable land to the eaftward, is enclofed by a 
bound hedge, inch, although not lb thick fet, as that of Pondi- 
cherry. The Nabob's governor and garrifon abandoned the pettah 
on the appearance of the French army; which then feparated into 
various detachments again ft various places. The neighbouring kel- 
lidar of Polore furiendered on the ficft fummons, and the ftronger 
fort of Ami, redeemed the attack, which was threatened, although 
not intended, for a fum of money. On the 4th of November the 
fimogeft ^ ithe detachments commanded by Saubinet appeared be- 
fore the jfort of Thiagar, otherwife called Tagaduigam. This 
•ftands:«p miles fbuth of Trinomalee, in the high road to Volcon- 
dab an^ Tfatchincpoly, It confifts of two fortifications, on a In gb 
.mountain, one above, but communicating with the other, and a 
pettah on die plain to the eaftward, which has not only the com- 
mon defence of a mud wall, but is likewife furrounded at a final l 
difiance by an impenetrable hedge ; from which the camion and 
nxufketry of the French detachment could not remove the snatch- . .' 
lock men who defended it, concealed themfelves, and hitting every 
thing thit appeared in fight : after two days trial, Saubinet received 
orders to return to Pondicherry, and all the other detachments were 
recalled at the fame time. They had reduced . ejgjrt fonts in the 
neighbourhood of Chittapet, Trinomallee, and Gmgas, and eftabiiihed 
xepteis in the diftri&s which depended on them. 

As Sam as the taint abated, thegarrifons of.Outreatafore and 
' Chittap&Tcnt out parties to attack the difirifis and linaller forts de- 
pendant 
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pendant bn Carangoly and Arcot, and flight (kirmilhcs cnl'uul with 
various fuccefs. The harveft ripening in the beginning of Novem- 
ber., Murzafabeg took poll with 300 Sepoys levied by himlblf, and 
other force, in the fort of Trivatore, which, ftanding midway be- 
tween. Outramalore and Arcot, was the moft central fltuation to 
protect the diltri£ts under lvs own management : the fort being 
ftrong enough to refill a luddcn aflault, parties detached from it 
frequently beat away thofe of the enemy, fent to levy money from 
the villages, for the redemption of their grain in the field, until the 
enemy inverted the fort with 800 Sepoys, joined by fome Europeans, 
with three field-pieces. Captain Richard Smith commanding at this 
time in Arcot, on notice of the danger, detached five companies of 
Sepoys with a platoon of Europeans, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant Wood, who, halting near Trivatore during the night of 
the 13th of December, fell upon the befiegers at day-break the next 
morning, beat up all their ports, and took their field-pieces, with 
which he returned the day after to Arcot ; but left one of his com- 
panies of Sepoys to reinforce Trivatore. On the 28th 500 Sepoys 
came again and took poffeflion of the pettah, but w&re driven away 
by the garrifon on the laft day of the year. At the fame time ano- 
ther party from Outramalore blocked up two companies of Sepoys, 
placed in the mud fort of Cavantandelum, which Hands about 10 
miles to the N.w. of Outramalore, and about midway between Sala- 
wauk and Conjeveram. Enfign Banatyne marched with five com- 
panies from Carangoly, and beat the Enemy away ; but deeming 
the port untenable, withdrew the guard. Thus ended the year in 
the diftri&s of the Carnatic near the Paliar. 

The Morattoe, Balaventrow, immediately after the conclufion of 
Armetrow’s negotiation, and his own devotions at Tripetti, 
marched with the main body of his army from the pafs of Cu- 
dapanat am, into the country of Cudapah. The Nabob of this 
province had aflembled his force, 6000 horle, and had been joined 
by thole of Canoul, with 3000 more, all reputed, although not 
really, Pitans. This army waited for the enemy near the city of 
Cudapah, which Hands about 1 5a miles n. and by w. of Arcot, 
Vol. II. K. k 
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and is an open town. The Morratoes, contrary to their u&al war- 
fare, were as eager for a decifive battle as the Pitans. It was fought 
on the 24th of September with much fury, and ended with the 
death of the Nabob of Cudapah ; the city fell a prey to the conque- 
rors, who plundered every thing, and found a valuable booty. Ba- 
laventrow loon after received, with the requeft of the prelidency, 
an order from Balajerow, to affift the Englilh, and immediately 
detached 1000 horfe to Arcot; but they did not arrive until Chit- 
tapet was taken ; and the fubfequent motions of the French 
threatening no forts of importance, which it was in the power of 
the Englilh force to proteft without rifquing a general battle, the 
prelidency fpared the expence of taking this cavalry into their pay ; 
which however did not join the French, but remained with Arme- 
trow at Arcot until the 5th of December ; when he proceeded with 
them and his former efcorte to Velore, where they remained quietly 
until the end of January, waiting the orders of Bolaventrow. 

The only attempt made by the French troops, after the retreat of 
their army into Pondicherry, was againft Palamcotah near the Co- 
leroon, which they invefted, in the beginning of December, with 
100 Europeans, feme field-pieces, and 500 Sepoys, from the gar- 
rifon of Chilaxnbarum, but, having no battering cannon, they were 
only able to get poffeflion of the pettah, from whence they col- 
lected the revenues of the lands dependant on the fort, which, as 
we have faid in a former part of our narrative, were an appanage of 
the Nabob of Cudapah, and were. -commanded by one of his near 
relations. The death of the late Nabob did not alter the depen- 
dance, and as he had been for feme time on friendly terms with the 
Englilh, 30 Sepoys, with as much ammunition as they could carry, 
were lent from Fort St. David, and found means to get into the fort. 

Whilft Mahomed Woof was waiting the decifion of his return from 
Tritchinopoly to Madura, Hyderally had marched from Dindigul, 
took the fort of Sholavanden without reliftaiice, and entered the dis- 
tricts of Madura without oppolition. He continued feveral days 
jinder the walls of the city ; but, finding it much ftronger that) he 
expe&cd, contented himfelf with plundering the country, lend- 
ing 
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ing off the cattle and other booty to Dindigul. On the ap« 
preach, of Mahomed Ifloof, he took poft with a part of hi? army 
near ‘ the iffue of the pafs of Nattam, in order to intercept his 
inarch. Mahomed Iffoof without hefitation attacked, and, with 
the advantage of fuperior difcipline, and the execution of his field? 
pieces, obliged the Myforeans to give way ; who, decamping the 
enfuing night, crofled the country to Chevelpetore. By this time, 
the mifchief they had had done having left nothing more to get 
worth the expence of remaining in the country, Hyderally colleded 
his detachments, and returned to Dindigul. Mahomed Ifloof, on 
his arrival at Madura, enlifted 400, the beft of Berkatoolah’s ca- 
valry ; the whole of which were remaining encamped 1 5 miles from 
the town, waiting for the fecond payment of the agreement, having 
as neutrals, neither given moleflation to the Myforeans, or received 
any from them. He, at the fame time, lent invitations to thole 
with Maphuze Khan, and whatfoever other bodies were adting as 
independent plunderers in the Tinivelly country. As fbon as the 
Myforeans were gone, he began his march to Tinivelly, with a 
very confiderable force. Pafling along the diftridts of Etiaporum, 
the Polygar redeemed his hoftages, which were in the camp, pay- 
ing 1 8,700 rupees, the balance of his fine. The army arrived at the 
town of Tinivelly about the middle of November, from whence Ma- 
phuze Khan on their approach had retired to Nellitangaville. He 
had, during his refidence there, made various attempts, to 
get poffeffion of the fort of Palamcotah, but had taken Calacad, 
and given it to the king of Travancore, Mahomed Ifloof, with a 
part of the army, marched immediately againft this place, which 
the Travancores abandoned without refiftance, Mid, being followed 
by him, retired behind their walls in the pafles of the mountains, 
at the foot of the promontory. At the fame time, the appearance of 
■other detachments drove away the guards which Maphuze Khan had 
placed in Papancolam, Alvarcourchy, and Bermadafs ; and thofe fta- 
tioned by the Polygar of Vadagherry, in Tirancourchy. AH thefe 
places lie to the n.w. of Tinivelly, about Nellitangaville ; and parries 
of Sepoys were left to maintain them. Mahomed Ifloof had returned 
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1 757. toTinivelly by the end of November; and on the 28th of this 
month, a Jeinautdar of horfe lately enlifted endeavoured, with 
feme of his troops, to break through his guards to the apartment 
in which he was, as ufual, laid down to deep in the afternoon. Ma- 
homed Ifl’oof darting up joined his guards, and more coming, all 
the intruders were cut down on the fpot, but killed fome of their op- 
ponents. At this time, he received intelligence, that the French 
garrifon in the pagoda of Seringham had fent a detachment of Eu- 
ropeans and Sepoys with artillery, to Hyderally at Dindigui, who-, 
on their arrival, it was faid, was preparing to return againft 
Madura : the news, although premature, was believed, and deter- 
mined Mahomed Ifloof to be there before them. Accordingly, 
on the 1 ft of December, he began his march from Tinivelly, 
h aving there and in the other pofts, a fufficient force to make head 
again if Maphuze Khan and his allies, and on the 4th arrived at 
v nveipetore, where he remained waiting for more certain advices 
concerning the Myforeans, until the end of the month ; and in the 
mean time, fent a ftnong detachment to repair the fort of Shola- 
vanden. Before this time, no farther expectation remained of Moo- 
dilee’s abilities to manage the revenues ; and he was called to Ma- 
drafs, in order to exhibit and explain the details of his adminiftra- 
tion ; but remained Tick and fettling his accounts in the woods of 
Tondiman. Calliaud had fent Lieutenant Rumbold in the month 
«f Auguft to communicate the ftate of the country ; hut this of- 
ficer died on the way at Fort St. David in the month of Septem- 
ber : and the prefulency, as foon as the rains were let in, ordered 
Calliaud himfelf to come. He arrived on the 14th of November, 
under the fafe-guard of a paflport from Pondicherry, and having 
comm unic ated his knowledge and opinions returned on the 4th, and 
reached Tritchinopoly on the 1 2th of December : his reprefenta- 
tions convinced the prefidency, that the difturbances. would never 
-ceaie, nor any revenue be collected, adequate to the military expences, 
whilft Maphuze Khan maintained his force, preteufions, and al- 
liance*, in thefe countries. It was therefore propofed to the Naboh, 
who ftill continued at Madrafs, that Maphuze Khan foould be a ft 
* fared. 
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lured of receiving an annual income, fufficient for bis decent 1757* 
.maintenance, out of the revenues, provided he would quit the 
country with his cavalry, and dilband his other troops. By this 
plan, if nothing Should be got, nothing would be loft ; and the 
French, fruftrated of all connexions, would find it impra&icable to 
get footing in thefe provinces. The Nabob approved the propofal, 
and fent an agent to treat with Maphuze Khan. 

Thus ended this buly anxious year in the Carr.atic and its depen- 
dencies, during which almoft every day brought the folicitude of 
fome fufpended event, or the expectation of ibme important mif- 
chance ; but unremitting caution and vigilance, directed by know- 
ledge and fagacity, fupplied the defeCt of force. The only error 
committed by the prefidency was their negleCt of Chittapet, which 
was feverely atoned by its lofs. The only advantage obtained was 
the acquifition of Madura ; but this much more than .compen fated all 
the detriments of the year. Thus the Englifh councils. To thole of 
Pondicherry no blame could be imputed, becaufe they were reftriCted 
by the moft pofitive orders from France, and even ventured more 
than they were authorized to rifque. 

Mr. Bully, the commander of their forces in the Decan, had 
during this year employed them with much more a&ivity, becaufe 
uncontrouled in his operations. His army, continuing their march 
from Hyderabad, arrived at Bezoara on the Kriftna in the end of 
November of the preceding year, from whence, inftead of going to 
Mafulipatam, they ftruck to the north-eaft, and proceeded by a 
frequented road, through the province and city of Elore, from 
whence they arrived on the 1 9th of December at the city of Ra- 
mundrum, fituated on the Godaveri, about 30 miles from the lea, 
and a day’s march from the Englilh fa&ory at Ingeram. On their 
approach, Ibrahim Cawn, whom Mr. Bufty had raifed to the go- 
vernment of this and the province of Chiqacole, dreading the pu- 
nilhment of his ingratitude during the diftrefs of Charmaul, quit- 
ted the country, and went away ta Aurengabad ; but the Rajah 
Vizeramrauze^ confident in the proofs, he. had given of his attach- 
ment, met their arnjy accompanied by le.vg-al other Indian .chiefs,, 
with their forces, which, with his own, amounted to -ioooo men ; he 

was. 
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1757. tras feceired with every mark of refpeft, and employed the favour 

December. ^ w hich he ^ 00(1 ’ t0 f he gratification of ah animofity, which had 
long been the leading paflion of his mind. The tradition of thefe 
countries fays, that many centuries before Mahomedanifm, a king 
of J a gg ernaut > hi Orixa, marched to the fouth with a great army, 
which fubdued not only thefe provinces, but, crofling the Kriftna, 
conquered in the Carnatic, as far a6 Conjeveram : thefe conquefts 
he diftributed in many portions to his relations, officers, and menial 
fervants, from whom feveral of the prefent northern Polygars pre- 
tend to be lineally defeended, and to govern at this very time the 
•very diftri&s which were then given to their anceftor. All who 
claim this genealogy, efteem themfelves the higheft blood of native 
Indians, next to the Bramins, equal to the Rajpoots, and fupport 
this pre-eminence by the haughtieft obfervances, infomuch that the 
breath of a different religion, and even of the meaner Indians, re- 
quires ablution : their women never transfer themfelves to a fe- 
cond, but burn with the hufband of their virginity ; and, although 
this cruel practice is not unfrequent in moft of the high families 
and cafts throughout India, yet it is generally optional : but with 
the women of thefe antient Polygars, the moft indifpenfable of 
lieceffities. 

The firft in rank of thefe Polygars, who all call themfelves 
Rajahs, was Rangarao of Bobilee : the fort of this* name ftands 
clofe to the mountains about 140 miles n. e. of Vizagapatam ; 
the diftrifts are about twenty fquare miles. There had long 
been a deadly hatred between this Polygar and Vizeramrauze, 
whofe perfon, how much foever he feared his power, Rangarao 
'held in the utmoft contempt, as of low extra&ion, and of new 
note. Diftri&s belonging to Vizeramrauze adjoined to thofe of 
Bobilee, whofe people diverted the water of the rivulets, and made 
• depredations, which Vizeramrauze, for want of better military 
■means, and from the nature of Rangarao’s country, could not reta- 
liate. 'Vizeramrauze ufed his utmoft influence and arguments. to 
perfuade Mr-Buffy 0 f the neceffity of removing this neighbour; 
and Mr. Bufly propofed, that he fhoiild quit His hereditary ground 
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of Bobilee, in exchange for other lands of greater extent and value, 
in another part of the province ; but Rangarao treated the propofal 
as- an infult. Soon after, it became neceflary to fend a detachment 
of Sepoys to fome diftri&s at a diftance, to which the fhorteft road 
lay tlirough fome part of the woods of Bobilee : permiffion was 
obtained ; but; either by fome contrivance of Vizeramrauze, or the 
predetermination of Rangarao, the detachment was fharply at- 
tacked, and obliged to retire with the.JLofs of 30 Sepoys killed, and 
more wounded. Vizeramrauze imprqved this moment of indigna- 
tion ; and Mr. Bully, not. forefeeing the terrible event to which he 
was proceeding, determined to reduce the whole country, and to ■ 
expel the Poly gar and all his family.. 

The province of Chicacole has few extenfive plains, and its hills in- 
creafe in frequency and magnitude, as they approach the vaft range 
of mountains that bound this, and the province of Rajahmundrum, 
to the n.w. The hills, and the narrower bottoms which feparate 
them, are fuftered to over-run with wood,, as the bell protection to 
the opener vallies allotted for cultivation. The Polygar, befides his 
other towns and forts, has always one lituated in the moft difficult 
part of his country, which is intended as the laft refuge for him- 
lelf and all of his own blood. The Angular conftruCtion of this 
fort is adequate to all the intentions of defence amongft a people unufed 
to cannon, or other means of battery. Its out-line is a regular fquare, 
which rarely exceeds 200 yards ; a large round tower is railed at each 
of the angles, and a lquare projection in the middle of each of 
the fides. The height of the wall is 22 feet, but of the rampart 
within only 12, which is likewife its breadth at top, although 
it is laid much broader at bottom ; the whole is of tempered clay, 
raifed in diftinCt layers, of which each is left expofed to the fun, 
until thoroughly hardened, before the next is applied. The parapet 
riles 10 feet above the rampart, and is only three feet thick. It is 
indented five feet down from the top in interftices fix inches wide, 
which are three or four feet afunder. A foot abqve the bottom of 
thefe interftices - and battlements, runs a line of round holes, ano- 
ther two feet lower, and a third within, two feet of the rampartf 
a Theia 
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1757. Thefe holes are, as ufual, formed with pipes of baked clay r they ferve 
^77^ for the employment of fire-arms, arrows, and lances ; and the interftices 

for the freer ule of all thefe arms, inftead of loop-holes, which cannot 
he infertcd or cut in the clay. The towers, and the fqu.are projec- 
tions in the middle, have the fame parapet as the reft of the wall ; 
and in two of the proje&ions, on oppofite fides of the fort, are 
gateways, of which the entrance is not in the front, but on one 
fide, from whence it continues through half the mafs, and then 
tarns by a right angle into the place ; and, on any alarm, the 
whole paflfagc is choaked up with trees, and the outfide fur- 
rounded to fome diftance with a thick bed of thick brambles. 
The rampart and parapet is covered by a fhed of ftrong thatch, 
fupported by pofts ; the eaves of this fhed projeCt over the bat- 
tlements, but fall fo near, that a man can foarcely fqueeze his 
body between : This lhed is fhelter- both to the rampart and guards 
againft the furt and rain. An area of 500 yards, or more, in every 
dire&ion round the fort, is preferved clear, of which the circumfer- 
ence joins the high wood, which is kept thick, three, four, or five 
miles in breadth around this center. Few of thefe forts permit more 
than one path through the wood. The entrance of the path from with- 
out is defended by a wall, exaftly fimilar in conftru&ion and ftrength 
to one of the fides of the fort ; having its round towers at the ends, 
and the fquarc projection with its gateway in the middle. From 
natural fagacity, they never raife this redoubt on the edge of the 
wood ; but at the bottom of a recefs, cleared on purpofe, and on 
each fide of the recefs, raife breaft-works of earth or hedge, to 
gall the approach. The path admits only three men abreaft, winds 
continually, is every where commanded by breaft-works in the 
thicket, and has in its courfe feveral redoubts, fimilar to that of the 
entrance, and like that flanked by breaft-works on each hand. Such 
were the defences of Bobilee ; againft which Mr. Bully marched, with 
750 Europeans, of whom 250 were horfe, four field-pieces, and 
eleven thoufimd Peons and Sepoys, the army of Vizeramrauze, 
who commanded them in perfbn. 

Whilft the field-pieces plied the parapet of the firft redoubt at the 
entrance of the wood, detachments entered into the -fide of the recefs 
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'with fire and hatchet, and began to make a way, which tended to 
bring .them in the rear of the redoubt ; and the guard, as foon as con- 
vinced oftheir danger, abandoned their ftation, and joined thofein die 
ports behind ; the fame operations continued through the whole pa th^, 
which was five miles in length, and with the lame fuccefs, although 
not without lofs. When in fight of the fort, Mr. Bully divided his 
troops into four divifions, allotting one, with a field-piece, to the at- 
tack of each of the towers. Rangarao was here, with all his pa- 
rentage, 250 men bearing arms, and nearly twice this number of 
women and children. 

The attack commenced at day-break, on the 24th of January, 
with the field-pieces againft the four towers ; and the defenders, 
left fire might catch the thatch of Jthe rampart, had pulled it down. 
By nine o'clock, feveral of the battlements, were broken, when 
all the leading parties of the four divifipns advanced at the fame 
time, with fealing ladders ; but, after much endeavour for an hour, 
not a man had been able to. get over the parapet-; and many had 
fallen wounded ; other parties followed with as little fuccefs, until 
all were fo fatigued, that a ceffation was ordered, during which the 
field-pieces, having beaten down more of the parapet, gave the fecond 
attack more advantage ; but the ardour of the defence encreafed with 
the danger. The garrilbn fought with the indignant ferocity of wild 
beafts, defending their dens and families: feveral of them flood, as in 
defiance, on the top of the battlements, and endeavoured to grapple 
with the firft attendants, hoping with them to twift the ladders 
down ; and this failing, fiabbed with their lances, but being wholly 
expofad themfelves were eafily Ihot by aim from the rear of the 
efcalade. The affailants admired, for no Europeans had ever leen 
fuch excefs of courage in the natives of Indoftan, and continually 
offered quarter, which was always anfwered by the menace and in- 
tention of death : not a man. |iaid gamed the rampart" at two o* dook in 
the afternoon, when another cpflation of the attack enfued; dnwhkh 
Ban garan jffenjbled the principal men, told them thfefe was no 
hopes of maintainin g the fort, arid that it liras immediately ne- 
ceflary to. prefefxe t^^ir wives ^and children from the violation 'of 
Europeans, and the- more ignominious authority of V feeramrsttz e» 
Vol. II. t I A nurobgt 
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A number called without diftin&ion were allotted to the work ; they 
proceeded, every man with a torch, his lance, and poinard, to the 
habitations in the middle of the fort, to which they fet fire indif- 
criminately, plying the flame with draw prepared with pitch and 
brimftone, and every man Itabbed without remorfe, the woman 
or child, whichfoever attempted to efcape the flame and fuffo- 
cation. Not the helplefs infant clinging to the bofom of its mother 
faved the life of either from the hand of the hufband and father. 
The utmoft excefles whether of revenge or rage were exceeded by the 
atrocious prejudices which dictated and performed this horrible facrifice. 
The maflacre being finifhed, thofe who accomplifhed it, returned, like 
men agitated by the furies, to die themfelves on the walls. Mr. 
.Law, who commanded one of the divifions, obferved, whilft look- 
ing at the conflagration, that the number of the defenders was 
confiderably diminifhed, and" advanced again to the attack : 
after feveral ladders had failed, a few grenadiers got over the 
parapet, and maintained their footing in the tower until more 
fecured the poffeffion. Rangarao haftening to the defence of the 
tower, was in this inftant killed by a miffket ball. His fell 
encreafed, if poflible, the defperation of his friends ; who, crowd- 
ing to revenge his death, left the other parts of the ramparts, 
bare; and the other divifions of the French troops, having ad- 
vanced likewife to their refpe&ive attacks, numbers on all fides. 
got over the parapet without oppofition : neverthelefs, none of the 
defenders quitted the rampart, or would accept quarter ; but each fell 
advancing againft, or ftruggling with, an antagonift * and even when 
. fallen, and in the laft agony, would refign his poighard only to death.. 
The (laughter of the conflict being compleated, another much more 
dreadful, prefented itfelf in the area below : the tranfport of vi&oiy 
loft all its joy: all gazed on one another with filent aftonifhment 
md remorfe, and the fierceft could not refufe a tear to the deplorable 
deftradUon fpread before them. Whilft contemplating' it, an ‘old 
mart, leading a hoy, was perceived advan dog from a diftant roeefs 
he VNs; welcomed with much attention and refped, and condii&ed 
)$i4&4aavd to Mr. Law, to whom.' he prefented die child Mth, 

thefe- 
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thefe words ; “ This is the £on of Rangarao, whom I have preferred 1 75^. 
“ againft his father’s will.” Another emotion now fucceeded, and 
tlie prefervation of this infant was felt by all as fome alleviation to Januarj'i 
the horrible cataftrophe, of which they had been the unfortunate au- J 
thors. The tutor and the child were immediately lent to Mr. 

Bully, who, having heard of the condition of the fort, would not 
go into it, but remained in his tent, where he received the facred 
captives with the humanity of a guardian appointed ‘by the ftrongeft 
claims of nature, and immediately commanded patents to be pre- 
pared, appointing the Ion lord of the territory which he had offered 
the father in exchange for the diftri£ts of Bobilee ; and ordered 
them to be ftri&ly guarded in the camp from the malevolence of 
enemies. 

The enfuing night and the two fucceeding days palled in the 
ufual attentions, elpecially the care of the wounded, who were 
many ; but in the middle of the third night, the camp was alarm- 
ed by a tumult in the quarter of Vizeramrauze. Four of the fol- 
diers of Rangarao, on feeing him fall, concealed themfelves in an 
unfrequented part of the fort until the night war far advanced, when 
they dropped down the walls, and fpeaking the fame language, 
palled unfufpetted through the quarters of Vizeramrauze, and 
gained the neighbouring thickets ; where they remained the two fuc- 
ceeding days,watching until the buftle of the camp had fubljded; when 
two of them quitted their retreat, -and having by their language again 
deceived thofe by whom they were queftioned, got near the tent of 
Vizeramrauze; then creeping on the ground they paffed under 
the back part, and entering the tent found him lying on his bed, alone, 
and afleep. Vizeramrauze was extremely corpulent, infomuch that 
he could fcarcely rear himfelf from his feat without afliftance : the 
two men, reftraining their very breath, ftruck in the lame infant 
with their poignards at his heart ; thefjrft groan brought ip a cen- 
tinel, who fired, but miffed { more immediately thropgedin, bpt the . 
murderers, heediefs of themfelves, cried out, pointing to the body, 
u Look here ! We are fatisfied.” They, were infancy toot by the 
croud, and mangled alter they hadfaUep 5 but b?d ft&bed Vizfmm- 
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tatfiein 32 places. Had they failed, the other two remaining in the 
Ibneft were bound by the fame oath to perform the deed, hr perilh in 
the attempt. 

The army haftened to quit this tragic ground. They proceeded 
through the hills to the noth, fummoning the tributes of a variety 
of polygars, who, terrified by the fate of Bobilee, paid without re- 
finance r nor did they meet any oppofition, until they arrived at the 
diftriAs of Gumfeer. This country is much more extcnfive than' 
that of any other of the antient Polygars ; it commences about 40 
miles to the North-weft of Ganjam, extending about 50 miles in 
that dire&ion, and 20 in breadth ; it is even more impenetrable 
than the country of Bobilee, its forefts confifting entirely of bam- 
boes, which grow clofer, and refift the axe and' fire better than any 
other vegetation ; relying on which, the inhabitants do not think it 
ueceflaiy to ere& redoubts for the defence of their paths, but ob- 
ftruA them with frequent and temporary barriers' of bamboes, 
wrought m a variety of entanglements- The polygar of Gumfeer 
refufed his tribute, of which the arrears amounted to 180,000 ru- 
pees ; and Mr. Bufly, intending for other views to remain awhile in 
the northermoft parts of the Chicacole province,, refolvedto employ 
fome of the time in reducing this eountry. Day by day the troops 
were employed with exceflive toil and fatigue in rooting up, cutring 
down, and endeavouring to bum a way through the foreft. The 
whole diftridt is efteemed one of the hotteft regions of Indoftan, 
and is peculiarly fobjeA to ftrokes of the fun ; by which feven Eu- 
ropeans were in one day killed 1 ; feveral barriers- were forced, or paft, 
and the Polygar, beginning to think himfelf in danger, made propo- 
fols, which Mr; Bufly was equally willing to accept, having loft 
30 Europeans, arid a much greater number of Sepoys, in the little 
progrefs which, the army had made ; this accommodation was con- 
cluded fit the middle of April; 

ISbme rime before, Mr. Bufly had received letters from Surajah 
•DiiiiMiii the nabob of Bengal, requesting bbafliftancc to expel their 
enemy, theErigfiKI^ out of that province ; the Nabob of- 
all the ekpfcaces of the- French army, and pramifod 
B further 




VlZAGAPATAM inMDCCLYIII. 






Book VIlfc. Northern Province*. %Qi 

further- explanations : which Mr. Bufly fhppofed would be brought ‘ 
by fome principal officer of his court, furnifhed with the. means of T^T l ~ in!iii * 
conducing the army through the province of Orixa ; in which ex- jfyrUt 
pe&ation he refolved to remain near .the frontiers of this province, 
and the army marched from Gumfeer to Ganjam, which is the 
laft town in Chicacole. It is a fea-port much frequented by coaft- 
ing veffels, and the French had at this time a factory there : the 
army remained in the neighbourhood until the f Oth of May, but,, 
inftead of further overtures from Surajah Dowlah, received intelli- 
gence, that the Englifh had taken the French fettlement of Chan- 
dernagore ; which convincing Mr. Bufly of the imbecillity of the 
Nabob, who had fuffered them to gain fuch an advantage in his 
country, he relinquiihed all ideas of further connexion with him.;, 
but refolved immediately to make retaliation on the Englifh fettle- 
ments in the northern provinces^ 

In confequence of his orders the Europeans he had left in ganifon at’ 
Rajahmundrum, when joined by more from Mafulipatam, marched 
againft the factories of Madapollam, Bandermalanka, and Ingeram, 
which ftand near the fea on three different arms of tbeGodaveri. The 
natives here weave excellent cloths at cheap rates, and the three facto- 
ries annually furnifhed 700 bales for the Company* s market in England^ 

Ingeram only had foldiers, and only 20, and all the three fa&ories fur- 
rendered on the firft requifition. The reduction of Vizagapatam, 
as being nearer, Mr. Bufly referved to himfelf ; but being fure of 
his prize, remained in the city of Chicacole until he had fettled the 
affairs of this government. On the 24th of June the van of his - ji,, Ui 

army appeared before Vizagapatam.. A river coming from the north 
and turning fhort eaftward to the fea, forms an arm of Und^ a mile 
and half in length : and 6qo. yards in breadth. Nearly in- the, middle 
of this ground Hands the fort, of .which the cqn£ruChjga.‘by re- 
peated miftakes was become fo abfurd, that it was much kfa defen- 
fible than, many of the ancient barcy^s’ caftles ofEurope. ■ Tj|p facp 
towards the river was choaked by .heufes. A whole 
in 300 yards to the north* > Jfpage at the £*pe diftanoe ftsgtb, 
andufeveial buildups, on esu^^. thefe tides Hood jhwh hcar&Wt 
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watts; towards the fea, the efplanade was clear, excepting a falut- 
Jti'g' battery, where a lodgement might be eafily made ; after many 
injudicious additions of works round the fort, which only made it 
Worfe, it was found neceflary to throw up an entrenchment to the 
north, beyond the town, in the (houlder of the peninfula, quite 
acrofs from the river to the fea, with a battery at each extremity, 
and another on a hillock near the center, but this was commanded 
by a fand-hill direftly oppofite, and within point-blank. The accefs 
acrofs the river from the fouth, was fufficientlv fecured by batte- 
ries, which commanded not only the paflhge, but the entrance of 
the river itfelf, through which all embarkations from the fea muft gain 
the ftiore, as the furf prevents even a boat from landing on the 
beach : indeed the whole fcheme of the defences feemed to have 
been calculated only to oppofe the attempts of pirates and pol vgars. 
The garrifon conlifted of 150 excellent Europeans, and 300 Sepoys; 
the Englifh families in the town were 50 perfons. On the fame day that 
thevanof Mr.Buffy’s armyappeared in fight, the Company’s fhip Marl- 
borough anchored in the road, on board of'&hich was the chief en- 
gineer of Madrafs, proceeding to Bengal. Tie landed, and having the 
next morning reviewed the works, with Captain Charles Campbell, 
Who commanded the troops, both gave their opinion that the extent 
could not be defended, even with a much greater force ; and advifed 
that all the Europeans fhould be immediately embarked, and the 
Sepoys, with two or three officers, left to make the beft capitula- 
tion they could ; but all the boat and fifhermen had deferted in the 
night, and the wind blew fo ftrong from the fea, that none but 
thofe accuftomed could manage the boats over the bar, which that 
of die Marlbofough carrying back the engineer, experienced, being 
twice overfet and a man drowned before the got out. At noon, can- 
non appeared on the fand hill ; foon after the main body of the 
■enemy, and a fummons to furrender ; after two or three meffages, 
the .capitulation was iigned at 11 at night. All the Europeans, 
Whether troops or inhabitants, were to b$ prifoners of war ; the 
Se^ejyCarid natives free to go where liked; the Company’s 
sauta re; individual*, Mr. Buliy tSud, fhould have no reafon 

to 
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to complain : he kept his word^wkh the utmoft liberality, refign* J 7J7* 
ing without difcuffion whatfoever property any one claimed as his 
own. The Marlborough having anchored at the Dutch fadtoiy of 
Bimlapatam, 1 2 miles to the northward, he permitted the chief, Mr. 

Percival, Captain Campbell, and feveral others, to proceed in her to 
Bengal. 

From Vizagapatam, the army proceeded to Rajihmundrum, where 
they remained fome time, and then took the field, and advanced 
again to the northward, to awe the tributaries who fhewed.any ten- 
dency to difobedience ; but were not obliged to exercife any hostilities 
of confequence. Thus ended the year 175 7, in the northern pro- 
vinces : during which, the abfence of Mr. Bufly from the court of 
Salabadjing, gave his enemies the opportunity they wifhed, of taking 
meafures to weaken the future effects of his influence over that 
prince, in the adminiftratioii of his government. 

Nizamally and Baflalut Jung were the two brothers of Salabadjing, 
who, as well as hhnfelf, were prifoners in the camp of Murzafajing, 
when the death of this prince in Cudapah, with the influence of 
Mr. Bufly in his army, rarfed Salabadjing to the throne of the 
Decan. The early fagacity of Mr. Bufly then forefaw, that the two 
brothers would be made the enfigns of faction and revolt, if they 
were admitted to any participation in the councils of the govern- 
ment ; fince by their birth, their employments, if any, muft be great. 

He therefore advifed Salabadjing to allow them incomes fufficient for 
all indulgenci.es, but to give them no appointments of truft and 
-power, and to oblige them, under pretence of diftiinftion, to accom- 
pany him wherefoever he moved. In this reftraint, tempered by all 
exterior attentions, they continued, and feemed fatisfied, until the 
open rupture between Mr. Bufly and Salabadjing* s admmiftration at - 
Sanore ; when Shanavaze Khan refolved to raife them into public 
importance, as his own future patrons, with “the very views, of which 
: the apprehenfwn had led' Mr.. Bufly to prevent their promotion. Ba- 
laze row was^ as we have feen, encamped at .that time before Sanpre i. 
to whom Shanavaze Khan communicated his intention, fuppre^ing 
the motive, and requeued, him to urge the advice to Salabadjing, 

* with. 





364. The Wa* CdtiftMAHirex. 

1 i^th Hie document of his awn c&hjAi, whd rtnflkiysdhfe 

’brothers, or his fon, in the rtaffl: important expedkioav which ht 
r ‘ could not attend himfdf. Balagerow knew that his 0 # n 

could not be the rule of a different ftste, tod weaker underftandiagr; 
"but law die views of Shanavaze Khan; and wUhing for die easy 
•divifions they would create in the adminiftration of the Decan r gne 
the advice ; and Salabadjihg, always e&fily led, appointed Nizamally, 
the elder Of 'the two brothers, to the government of Berar, the nwft 
.extenfive in the empire, but of which more than half had been dis- 
membered by the conquefts of the Morattoe Janogee ; and to Baf- 
falut Jung he gave the country ot- Adorn, which lies Ibuth -of the 
■'Kriftna and north of Myfore ; Baffalut Jung went foam Sanore Co 
his government, but Nizamally not until after the reconciliation of 
tCharmauL 


The brothers being then eftablilhed, Mr. Bully could do no better 
•than appear indifferent to the arrangements he could not reverie 
without renewing the immediate effeft of unappealed animalities, 
'before he was in a ftate to encounter them. He therefore went away, 
as we have Seen in November, to the ceded provinces, as .the tnoft 
certain means of providing money, without umbrage, for future con- 
tingencies. On the 17th of December, Salabadjing began his in- 
tended mardh from Golcondah to Aurengsbad. The a nay con lifted 
•of 10,000 horfe, and 15,000 foot, with the French detachment of 
200 Europeans, and 500 Sepoys, wh*q| Shanavaze Khan could find 
no pretence to prevent from accompanying Sa la b a d jing. They ar- 
’ Jimmy, rived at Beder in the beginning of January, when fialagerow was 

taking the “field at Pom. And Shanavaze Kban defiring to gain jiis 
cohcurreuce to the defignshe-had formed, cefoLved to loiter in this 


part of the country, hoping that the .approach of Baiagerew might 
give opportunities of an interview between them. He apootdinglyjkd 
the army again!! a cenfoferaUe Rajah named Ckunder&n, v$fifc 
lay near Cafcoga, 40 .miles tc*, 4 w ibuth of Be^jCJE^And 
mrtjdng on agaiaft#* Rajah i Jw , f 


^Wernment efAdoai: which added Another delay' Wtil 


their 




their amwl, Bn* adriees beings etasd that Baiagerow war math* 
ingftraght to the faith, and intended to cfofs the the' 

Sdfiah*s army renewed theirmarch to the norward, whdifm dm 
beginning of Februafy news arrived,, that the Afghans had taken 
Delhi, that' a large detachment of their army were plundering Agra, 
and that parties from this detachment were on the road to Branftpourj 
which, from fome conchifion s of which we are ignorant, deter min ed 
the Subah’s council to proceed no farther to the north, whilft the 
Fitans were iuppofed to have any. intentions of advancing to the 
faith ; lb- that they did not approach Aurangabad until the beginning 
of May. In this interval Seid Lafcar Khan, who had been Duan of 
the Decan, and had given the nothern maritime provinces to the 
Freuds, died at Aurangabad; his treasures were reported to be great, 
and with all his effe&s reverted, according to the institutions of the 
government, to .the fovereign ; but they were depofited in the fbitrefs 
of Doltabad,of which the governor was his near relation, and had 
always been obfequious to his will. 

This place is called, and deemed impregnable, Standing on the 
Summit of a mountain, which is furrounded with two other inclofores* 
of which that on the plain contains a large town : notwithstanding 
the neceffity of communication to admit troops and provisions, each 
has its particular governor : but the two lower forts are fo overtowered 
by the upper; that they rarely refift v the will of the governor there, . 
- who, until the late confusions of the empire, was always efpeciallyap- 
pomted by the Great Mogul. 

Shanavaze Khan had Succeeded Seid Lafcar in the office e if Duan* 
of which one of the moft beneficial dudes is to toko pofleffion 
for the emperor of the eftates of ail who die* holding, or having 
h«M^afcyo«ce in thegovemment : he therefore proceeded Several 
days -before the army, with ^t iarge detachment and fome artillery, 
and ^ fcmmon ed all the fotts j thelowaflaftet a flight reSift^ctbe*- and/ 
mweh ffcfajv furranderad on the third day tihe gbiwthbri df the 
* ' together . held owaWfiro 5 } ' hwldg 

jwgkaedt 6 tay&&i$x& of perifioh* .furfotfadl^W 

the whole of Safatoijbgfs anay, ^y ar teflgthyidckd to 
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i^t, aMlfiutnavaze Khan immediately ’•changed the giariftnfc. and glaced 
j£gjSj£. onto of his own dependants in the command of all the ;&$»». with 
die unwilling compliance of Salabadjing, and the approbation of the 
Emperor’s Duan, Mahomed Huflein, whom Shanavaze Khanhad 
lately gained over to his views. He found in the fort a great treafure 
belonging to Seid Lafcar Khan, of which 700,000 rupees were pub- 
lickly avowed, and more fufpe&ed. In the end of September a.body 
of 6000 Morattoes from Poni, under the command of Vizvazrow, dia 
eldeft fon of Balagerow, arrived near Aurangabad/ with pretentions 
of which we are ignorant : their march %*d been expeded, and gave 
Shanavaze Khan a pretence to cadi up Nizamally from Beraf with 
the troops of his government, who arrived at the fame ♦>«*» as Viz- 
vazrow ; the Morattoe chiefs dependant on the Subahfhip, and fevgnd 
others, had been likewife fummoned and were come up, fo that the 
whole force under the ftandard of the Subah was near 40,000 horfe^ 
befides the foot. The Morattoes, notwithftanding their inferiority, 
proceeded to hoftilities, but confined them to fkirmifhes, in which 
they were always repul fed by the artillery of the French detach- 
ment ; neverthelefs Nizamally ailumed the merit of thefe feectfe , 
and working at the fame time by his emiilaries amongft Salabadjin g’s 
troops, inftigated them to clamour, and in full him in his palace for 
the arrears of their pay, of which 22 months were due. Pa ring 
this tumult Shanavaze Khan, as if afraid of the refentment of Sala- 


badjing, took refuge in the fort of Doltabad. 

Salabadjing was terrified, without money, and, by the means of 
Shanavaze Khan, without credit ; and Nizamally taking the advan- 
tage he had . prepared, profeied to interfere and appeafe the t roops, 
pwvided he was intruded, whilft nace&ary, with theadmhu&ratioh 
of the government, and the difpofal of the great feal of the Subahflrip. 
This indrumenf ratifies all treaties, confirms all governments, wri- 
tes aU pants and*hoons of confe<joenc^ jimd wMnhtui 
of the revenue: it therefore always *wnaips atlttfi/fo 
if the princ^aftdgener^rt*asr his Own 
whett itjsufeaHy confofo*«fthe VmkrJ 
fwfouroe, doofented ; aid ; jjizattafty-famed&Wly be- 
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came iuvefled with ibseragn gemot, tat left thc>appw«wweaSala, 
tnfjjpng, whom he>affe&ed to cenfult $ and abrogated nonet; qf his 
indiilgeneies, which this prince- was naturally inclined to ffMiY tn 
tiie cares of his ftate. NizamaJUy immediately gave additional ho*’ 
nours and jaghires to his brother Baflaulet Jung, and with a fubtle- 
affectation of indifference concerning the feal, committed it to hia 
care. Both the next day introduced Shanavaze Khan to Salahaffi ng^ 
who received him with the exterior ceremonials of good-will and 
favour. The officer who commanded . the French de tachm ent 
had neither experience nor force fufficient to counteract the pro- 
grefs of this plot ; but redoubled his attention in guarding the 
perion of Salabadjing, which perhaps faved his life. It was the 
general opinion that th$ expedition of the Morratoes with Vizvazrow 
had been concerted by Shanavaze Khan, as the leading means of ac- 
compli fh ing this revolution. 

It happened in the middle of December ; Mr. Bufly received intel- 
ligence of it at Rajahmundrum in the beginning of Januaty, and 
immediately began his march, with all bis force, to releafe Salabadjing 
hom thefe bonds. We fhall now return to the affairs of Bengal, 

THE firft news of the French fquadron was brought to Calcutta 
on the 1 7th of September, by the Revenge, which had efcaped from 
them on the 8th, in the road of Fort St. David- Other advices 
followed, with information of the troops they had brought, and, of 
the expectations at Pondicherry of a much greater force in the be- 
ginning of the enfuing year ; in confequence of which the prefidency 
of Madrafs repeated with much follicitude the requeft they had often 
that the troops with Clive might be immediately returned to 
thecaaft: t) ut they, could not pow be fent away, without rifquing 
the accomplishment of the treaties. with Meer Jaffier, if he fhould 
-require their fervice in the field; and the lofs of Calcutta itfelf, if 
f French force fhould arrive in the. river, whilft they werp employed 
in % di^apt paat of . the Nab^’^jhjmhiions. Xh^jwehqpfipu r&- 
S#mer», #4 twCOjlheir v^a&opds in the proven 
wafyek affchptudf Thepritooe^ WW* *9 2o0 > °* Wm 
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Htf 4 * fervcd with Sinfoayat the battle «f JNftfiy *had -efcapod'tea 
dje diftrids of Berbohki, whew the timidity q£ the natiraiidEoed 
them to remain without caoicftatioav; aadother. ftragglersfeom va« 
nous: parts had increafed the number to 60 Europeans. Thirty 
had gone away in boats from the French fadary at Dacca, under 
thecondnft of the chiefs Mr. Courtin, and proceeding along the 
rivers had entrenched themfelves new the mountains in the northern 
part of the diftrid: of Rungpore, which adjoin* on the weft to Pumeah* 
It was fufpeded that feme of the prifoners, who were at huge, mm 
correipondiag, not only noth both thefe parties, but alfo with Mr. 
Law’s in Oude, and with the army of Mr. Rufly in Chicacole. It was 
therefore refolved to fend away all of the higher fort to Pondicherry $. 
and in the beginning «f Odober, 34, of whom two were Jefuits, 
were embarked in a fhip hired for the pfcrpofe, and called the Refti- 
tubon. F rom reliance on their parole the fhip was manned, as ufoal, 
by kicars, or mariners of the country, with only three Englishman 
tQ command them. As foon as they were at foa, die Frenchmen, 
as they eafily might, overpowered the crew, and carried thr fhip'to 
MafuUpatam, where they declared themfelves free, and the fhip a 
lawful prize. 

Before Colonel Clive left Muxadavad, the Nabob had fummoned 
Ramramfing, the Rajah of Midnapore, who was head of the Spies, 
to come there, in order to fettle the accounts of his diftrids, on 
which, as ufoal, a confiderable balance flood due from him in the 
books of the treafuiy. Ramramfing had always been in ckrfo 
connexion with Roydoolub, who, to remove fofpicions, advifed him, 
at leaft openly, to obey ; but Ramramfing font hi* brother ami 
nephew, whom the Nabob immediately put into prifon ; and 'pm** 
vented die difapprobation of Clive, by reprefenting, what was true, 
dun Ramramfing had been the enemy of dm Engfcfh, havfoglOB*? 
rtglga for Surajah Doulah the ooreef{XMidc$oe Vtith Mr. ihdjjy;'- Unfif 
and that be . had ^nwarded wfantfoeyer 

no doubt that this proceeding of the Nabob's wai a preparation' for 

his 
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his ijfignsagainft hu&ftf, bm-cmeaM ^g j*0, 

wfevv? 4 'fewn cla i ming the Engfefe gwfantee untiltfcrdfcngef g g gfe , 
feouldcome nearer. Thefe comckences prevented Clxve' 
tatabiog any fufpidons ef the reatmotiv'es of Jaffiefs itoncbft^ 
wards Rasnnunfing, before fee rfctuifhed to Calcutta ; but Rmonti^ 
flag, as foon as he heard of the confinement of Ins brother and 
nephew, affembled his force, which con lifted of 3000 horfe add 
5000 foot, and wrote to Colonel Clive, that if he were attacked he 
thould feek refuge wherever it was to be found j which hi$ country 
well afforded by the jungles or thickets with which it is covered, and 
the mountains to which it adjoins. He however proffered to pay a 
lack of rupees as a prelent to Meer Jaffier, and even to make fan 
obeifance to him in perfon, if Clive would warrant his fefety. Cline 
immediately recommended the reconciliation to the Nabob, who* at 
the fame time received intelligence, that the people of Purneah, under 
the command of Ogul Sing the Gentoo, whom Surajah Dowlah had 
appointed to govern this province after the defeat and death of his 
coufin Seid Hamed, had taken up arms, and proclaimed a brother of 
Seid Mahomed, on hearing that the Nabob had given die govern- 
ment to his relation Coddum Huffein, whom they dreaded for his 
character of rapacioufnefs and tyranny. 

Both thefe infurre&ions arifing under the ftandard of Gentoos, 
drove’ the Nabob from all the diflimulation, with which he had 
intended to conceal his putpofes, until he had cut off Roydoohib; 
and the other principal heads of the nation-; and in hrs vexation 
he openly, perhaps not unjuftly, imputed both rebellions to the’ 
practices of Roydoolub. He immediately commanded 6000 horfe 
attdfbot to march with Codduth Huflem to Pumeah, and 500 horfe; 
wMt£ejee Mod dm so MidbOpoferr' Bbfh ^ffivtfientf ‘wefe tb fef el* 

Qfeifee?; ^Shd^jbO- • Haddee ' proceeded; M the 
tmops appoint^ to Cbddta* Hfaffifo, Netted bfthrir diieer*, 
fjpMp«^ttdse woril -they had*fe*«i*ed- Ihtfr attoais, «n^Mdm6dred 
mum tPho city 
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(ttlfitORved intelligence fratt'O^ood CSnCt to whom k ind been 
fttit by an exprefs-boar from die Englifh rcfrdent at Chuprah,- frgni* 
fying that ** his fpies had met meflcngcrs.fln the road, who (aid, that 
ft they had delivered letters from' the widow of Allaverdy to Ban. 
“ tarain, the governor of Behar,' and were carrying others , to Sttjah 
M Dowlah the Nabob of Oude, reqoefting him to march, and join 
“ Ramnflrain againft Meer Jaffier.” This, if true, -was the moft 
p o werfu l confederacy which Jaffier could have to fear ; and bore 
ifrnag marks of originating from Roydoolub, from his attachment 
fend refped to Allaverdy’s widow, which he openly continued, not* 
withftanding the elevation of Jaffier. Clive forefeeing the animofity 
which the intelligence would occafion, fupprefied his own fuf picion s ; 
hut ordered the troops at Coffimbuzar to join the Nabob on the firft 
call; and promifed to march himfelf, if neceflary, with the main body 
from Calcutta and Chanderaagore. Thefe profers/obafed the tumult 
Of the Nabob’s troops ; and the mediation of Mr. Watts produced an 
interview between the Nabob and Roydoolub, on the r 7th of O&ober, 
when each fwore oblivion of former diftrufts, and future f rjcadflup ; 
and upAfclhis apparent reconciliation, the Nabob ordered his. whole 
army to aflhffitdeon the plains of Geriafa, fix miles from the city. 

A few d^tftfter, a frefli infurre&ion appeared in another part of 
the province. - ' The two fons of the Nabob Suffiaze Khan, whom 
Aliavwdy had fpared when their father fell, defending his diofaax, 
remained on the acceffion of Jaffier in the city of Dacca, whqjtthcy 
had lived 16 years, without (hewing either abilities or inclination to 
wife difturbances. Neverthelefs they immediately became objc&s of 
frlpicum «• Jaffier, who in, the firfl; days of his government hmjgbfi 
back the elder Haffizaily Cbap to Muxadwad :thcre leaded little 
encifan to fear him, for his letter to CUve on this occafion was wash- 
ton with tibe humility of adtoggar : but the other, Ammanaae \ 

a||h*r from natoMto'er defpak, exerted a»torefoh*fejn. Ths.govmtr* 
featilpDacca lgr Meer Jaffier came 
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ttetroeps rftfcediftrifo 

upon ifc© :wam^ao4?tmifiii|^ mlasbitttttcs ; this- wesittji&^the 
government, and>theat£achn^ encnuii^iliiftp* 

raannee Chan to tamped with a ftii&itf theg*rrifon in thtflb^lAtt^ 
they agreed to feize the governor, w faek Ammannee Chan wasfaHclrt- 
clare himfolf : the day fixed for the exectition was the 2 id of Oc* 
tober ; but two days before, one of the confp’rators revcaledth c 
focret to the governor, who immediately feized Ammannee Chan 
with feveral of his adherents ; and afked affiftance of the Ehglilh 
factory, . who font 60 buxeries, which was half there force* and 
wrote to Calcutta for a company of fepoys, which were immediately 
detached, and marched acrefs the country*. This conspiracy could 
not be imputed to Roydoohrb, bat it increafedrtfae perplexities of 


Jaffier. 

Of the troop which were ordered to march with Goddam Huflfeihj 
only 3000 had moved, who were waiting at Rajahmahal for the reft, 
and their arrears. Three mdfeths pay were due to the whole army* 
of which not lels than 10,000 men, horfo and foot, were under the 



immediate command of Roydoolub, who had influence wkh the com* 
murders of many more ; and notwithftanding the late oaths of sc* 
conciliation, kept his houfe under pretence of licknefs, nor would 
fufier any of his troop to march from the city. Thefo examples, 
and prhapins inftigatiort, encouraged the Nabob’s troops, to refofo 
likewife, unlefs they were paid in foil. The Nabob diftributed^fane* 
money,, and, as another means to recall their obedieftee, pitched sha$ 
tent and displayed his ftandard in the camp, and went to refid* them 
tisjtbeyth of Novwmber, waiting for the maanbody wilfoOlive.' November. 
Helefthis fon Meevum to command in the city. 


'{frfoemxvlm * **«■«*' fpread^ ri^r^>oi t^(| 

Pat^^nto^t^pnatk>n , that Ramnatsinthego.. 
Mill'll) to the waft of the city with hi# 

4hn y'-fehOi Lockngw* mtok'Mft 
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gfehin. m rmr4 tata ffuffijji Thr 1r*TTifir firilm TVilhi 
■■ w&ty dwredifapprovod of the. aeceffionof jaffier ** ; 
that Ifita Muridee, the fcnof Surajah Qowlah*s younger brother, 
acurtfant, ought to hare bc^prochasawUandthat Rqydoohtbhad 
propped he Arnold be appointed bj the Mogul, with affiiranees that 
heihoub&be able tojcarry the nomination into execution witbfthc 
afliflanee of die Rngiiflu Many probabilities flood againft the ei« 
' thenricity of the intelligence from Patna, and the advices from 
IMhi bore flill ftronger marks of fi£tion. On the iotbin the mom* 
mg the whole city was in. ooaflemation, and the troops in their dif- 
ferent quarters in tumult. A bend of ruffians fent by Meerum had 
%k the night entered the palace of AllaverdyV widow, with whom 
lived the widow of Zaindee {famed, and her infant grandfon Mkza 
Mandeb* They murdered the child, and gave out that they had 
Blip iff Mb the two mothers. In die morning the three biers 
pop re earned publickly to burial, aidMfl the filent grief ami ah- 
Jborrenceof the people ; for the two women, endldive of the hfigh 
waditiaa flam which they had faUefl by the death of ShippAi 
Tbnidah. werethe wfl refpe&able of daeir fli flr their virtues apd 
VbftntobUiQr oftheirfentiinenta. The caufa Was difbelievod. Roy- 
friiljihnfiriir ri tint all thr amifatVinii a^ninfl himfrlf tit nr rbr irrrn 
thdiirflp enemies. The Englifh troops etCaffihabtrear puned out 
twdamp thepeaoe^ and preferred it. -Qn the i grit Seva Attn sdfeted 
andtnfsoachediMeerum^ who,amoogft otfag^v indw a twn i^^fltpw^ 
ferriage fecretj A i d , “ Whatihall not HflUftsi wntonn whogoeo 



jytgjfegdn.. . 

■minded riorewn had any knowledge Of the deed, until it Oka pttr- 

petrated 



petrated, and both he *m}his.&n ay<we4.that,W ( mfidltottiroin 
Delhi was comm^f&aijed fcjTjSSp* The’S&tt^ poG^iy depftd 
the aflertion ; on which a new reconqliataqn was propofol jntjri pyl 
deolub, who, accompanied by Scraft^, viftt^ Meerumj o%§^J jfjtl. 


and oaths of friendfhip apd 


Were agaui rai^$.;..an$ 


Roydoolub fent the greate* ,pjart of His troops to the. camp.. The 
Nabob, receiving no reproaches from Scrafton, thought all refent - \ 
ments fufficiently quieted, at leaf!: for a while, and marched away 
from the plains of Gheriaon the 17th, in order to oblige the detach- 
ment loitering at Rajahmahal to crofs the Ganges, and attack the 
rebels, in Purneah. 

The rainy feafon in. the lower parts of the country had this year 
been lefs unhealthy than ufual ; and only 40 men had died of the Eng- 
lish troops quartered at Chandernagore and Calcutta ; but the' intem- 
perance produced by the diftribution of the prize-money of PJafly, 
had fpread fuch ficknefs, after the runs ceafed in September, that 
two thirds of the rank and file were in the hofpital at the end of 
Oftober. Their recovery retarded the departure of the whole until 
the 1 7th of November, when they embarked and proceeded from 
Chandernagore. 

In this interval Colonel Clive had prevailed upon Ramranfing to 
come to him from Midnapore. To avoid the Nabob’s troops with 
Coja Haddee, who, at Clive’s requeft, were halting at Burdawan, 
he embarked at Piply with a party of European foldiers, which’ 
had been fent thither to efeort him to Chandernagore ; from whence’ 
he proceeded with the army to Muxadavad. The Rajah of Ber- 
boin, on hearing that the Englifli troops were preparing to take the 
fill'd, fait parries to fur round and feize the Frenchmen with Sin- 
fray ; but they got warning of his intentions, and of 60, 36 efcaped. 
Tift Other *4 were made prifoners. and conduaed to Coffimbuzaf? 


and. from thence font *9 


vi; . Four of them were agents of 
the^Freach company, wbob^l boa token and had given then 7 
pwoteft Chandernagore. 
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, . 3 Hk troops with Clive arrivedat Muxadavad on the 15th of NoS' 
vember. Meerum, dreading h}8 refcntment for the murder of the 
infant Mirza Mundee, ' had mealed die brother and nephewf of 
Raniranafing from their impriforimcnt befbrt his arrival, ahdfecfeived 
Ramranfing himfelf, whom Clive introduced to lum with much 
courtefy ; Co Clive he demeaned btmfelfwith every Emulation of hu- 
mility. Roydoolub, When prefled by Clive to march with him, con- 
tinued his pretext of ficknefs, adding the better plea of the publick 
bufinefs, which required his prefence for fome days longer in the city ; 
but his apprehenflons of the Nabob and Meerum were at this rime 
cncreafed by new fufpicions, which they pretended to entertain of him. 

Mina Sallee, the renter of the province of Orixa to the Morratoe 
Janogee, having been deficient in his payments and accounts, 
came to Muxadavad a little before the death of Surajah Dow- 
lah, to whom he proposed fome projelt for reftoring that province to . 
the government of Bengal. A Morratoe named Subut then obtained 
the government from Janogee, and he hkewife had lately been at 
Muxadavad, where he con traded a connexion, fuppofed to be 
more intimate than it was, with Roydoolub : he was at this rime at 
Jonagee’s court, but fent forward his agent, named Chemnefaw, to 
manage, until he himfelf fhould come. Chemnefaw arrived at 
Cutteck in the beginning of November, and received the vifit 
of the Englifh refident there with much infolence, and his at- 
tendants' talked publickly that a body of 6000 Morratoes were 
coming with Subut himfelf, who intended to march into Midnz- 
pore, and demand of Meer Jaffier the ceffion of all that country' to 
the fouth of the river Piply, which anciently ufed to be rated itf a 
psjiit of Orixa, Thefe difcourfea induced the Engfifh refident, and 
gave pretence to tjie friends of jUlcer ’Sfalleie, to te^efeht Subut afitd 
Roydoolub as engaged with (die other,; Roydorilnb to give theMorhifeoe 
die country he/wanted, andtheMet^foei^ 
againft liSeer JdBilr.' 

weave no credit' to .the imputation, ffcaf 
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neft tip be near him, f acgmdTcf4; t<*$e (delay he,^eqpire 4 ,. an 4 pro* if$]. 
naifed to efiedl an ^ntire reconcdiatfqB between therm Jfcsiaiir, 

)■ ,On .“the .30th Clive marehe<}|;fiwp the city; taking aftthpEuro- 
pent .at Coffimbuzar. . THey ^e 450,' and not ifc-pf thtarill, 
having been preferved by the ejccdBenee of the climate hefce ffomtfle 
efiedts evenof equal mtemperabce. jyith thofe below, of whom more 
than 100 of thofe which came with Clive were unable to proceed 
any farther, and were left to garjifon the fafloiy. The Sepoys, 
in whatfoever quarters, had . been preferred by the ufual regula- 
rity of their lives from all extraordinary illnefs. The whole 
force was 550 Europeans, including the artillery-inen, and 1500 
Sepoys. On the 3d of December they arrived at Rajahmahal, and ueceinoec. 
e ncam ped within half a league of the Nabob’s army. He viftted 
Colonel Clive the next day, when the whole line was drawn out to 
receive him, and performed their exercife and ibme evolutions, 
which he admired, and ordered 10,000 rupees to be diftributed 


am ongft the foldiers. 

Coddum Huflein, with 2000 horfe and 5000 foot, had fome day* 
before crofted the Ganges oppofite to Rajahmahal, where a river 
c omin g from the north leads into the midft of the Pumeah country. 
The rebels, more difpirited by the approach of the Englilh troops, 
than the appearance of the Nabob’s, quitted their intrenchroents, 
which were ftrong, and dilperfed before they were attacked Soon 
after Ogulfing was taken prifoner, on which all the other officers 
either fubmitted of fled the country ; and in lefs than a fortnight, by 
the 9th of December, Coddum Huflein was in quiet pofleffion of 


the government. 

The extindfon of this rebellion, the lubmiflion of Ramramfing, 
w a go appearance of tlpe renewal.of difturbance at Dacca, left , the 

&L and to Pat ° a ’ fFT bcnt 

- ; J3w^4w‘ whom, his fjwh affiprs 
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1 7 ^ 7 * accompany the Nabob to Patna, before all that remained to 

be paid and fettled of his agreements with the EnglMh ibould be dif- 
dharged and fulfilled. In aggravation of this dilemma, te fedaim- 
poflible to fatisfy the Rnglifh claims immediately, without the af- 
fifhuice of Roydoolub, through whofe office,, as duan, all mone^ 
bills, and patients, muft pafsv and 6n this ground Clive reprefented 
to the Nabob the abfurdity of their variance, and propofed a feri- 
ous recondliation, of which he himfelf would be the guarantee. 
The neceffity of marching to Patna prevailed, and the Nabob, at 
leaf! in appearance, acquiefced ; and on the notice, Roydoolub reco- 
vered, left the city, -and arrived in the camp on the 23d of the 
month. He was the next day introduced by Mr. Watts to the Na- 
bob, who received him with every demonftratkm of cordiality. On 
the 30th, the Nabob, Roydoolub, and Omarbeg, came to the tent 
of Clive, and- Mr. Watts aflifted "at the conference. Before other 
bufmefs, the Nabob and Roydoolub made a folemn renunciation of 


all their former fufpicions and animofity. On the ftate of the ac- 
' count of the treaty monies, there was now due near twenty- 
three lacks of rupees. Orders on the ttbafury at Muxadavad were 
figned for the immediate payment of 12 and a half ' lacks, 
and rescripts given on Omarbeg, as Phoufoar of Hughly, and 
on the Rajahs of Burdwan and Kifnagur, for the remaining half 
ef the 23 lacks, Thefe refcripts are called tuncaws, and entitle the 
Holder to receive to the amount from, the treafories of the diftrifts 
on which they are given, as the revenues come in. Tuncaws were 


likewife given on the feme diftri&s for the next payment, amount- 
ing to 19 lacks, which would fell due in the enfuing April. The 
Nabob ordered Roydoolub to iffiie under the feals of the Nabobfhip 
andDuanny the patents empowering the company to take* poffcffion 
of the cededlands ibtith of Calcutta, * trith the ahfchcfrity or Zemin- 
(tarry; which, bririgfeuddtfofdf^ of land,' does li&'e&hdNte 
fills jpfi to u^n&nmeht 00 aaV 'W&k fooiitgb/ei^k 

others-. 
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ethers in the province, as a jaghirc, or penfion for h if ex pen ces 
without account. All thefe points were adjured without i&ifpute, or 
cy en the appearance of diflenfibn j but it was ftill more neceffary 
to fettle the objeft of the prefeat expedition. The Nabob's intention 
to remove Ramnarain, in order to .give the government of Patnato 
one or other of his more immediate dependants, would inevitably 
be productive of long difturbance and confufion ; for it could not be 
doubted that Ramnarain, knowing the Nabob's enmity to him, 
would, on the approach of the army, offer any 'terms to Sujah Dow- 
lah for his affiftance, unlefs prevented by affurances he could rely on, 
that it was not intended to difplace him. Obnoxious as Clive kn ew 
the propofal Would be, he made it ; adding to the obvious arguments, 
the neceffity to which the Ehgliih troops might at any time during 
the campaign be reduced, by the arrival of a French force in the 
river, to return on fudden warning to defend Calcutta ; when the 
Nabob and his army might be left fighting with their own enemies m 
Behar. He then, as before in the cafe of Ramramfing and Roydoolub, 
offered his mediation if fieceffary, promifing to preferve every right of 
the Nabob’s demands and authority. The Nabob again having no valid- 
alternative to propofe, confented that Clive fhould write a letter to 
Ramnarain, advifing him to come and pay his refpe&s to the Na- 
bob on the road and alluring him of fafety and favour. , All thefe 
material points being fettled, it was refolved to march forward; 
without delay. Thus ended the' conference with feeming amity, but 
real grudge in the Nabob to Roydoolub and Clive, and not without 
fulpicions in them of him. 

,On the ad of January, three days after the conference, the army 
began t» move from RajahmahaL At the Nabob’s requeft the Eng- 
li&led the van. Roydoolub,, with his, amounting to 10000 men, 
aittf the artillery- of the gavnrpment, followed next . .and the Nabob 
wfefe the maria body ,» anjo*B«fo® 4 » 40000, brought up : 

**&hkl*heir fleet of boats;. and f§r the corivenienceof pcovifittas aryl 
er^Btnpuietikj'.us well as to prevent the occaflohs Afeoisgpi 

the*ri^feai^fokibries, it ww*agrred that die 
thra vi make their halo, at. tfrmdi fi a n c a of 
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e$t$i ' other. They followed the fame road as Major Coote* had 
marched. The progrefs of the troops df the government was tbn- 
titoually interrupted by halts to bring on their baggage, and > repair 
their artillery; and the Englifh were obliged to writ/ its the Nabob 
did not like they fhould be far before him. On the 29th he received 
letters from Delhi, advifing that the patents of his confirmation in 
the Nabobihip had been made out, and titles granted to his fon and 
feveral others of his family ; and the Seats informed Colonel Clive, 
that he like wife was created a munfubdar or commander of 6000 
horfe, with feveral names. All the advices hitherto received from 
Patna, reported Ramnarrin to be taking meafures for his defouCe, 
and that he had broken down the bridges on the road within 30 miles 
of Patna ; but he had not then' received the letter from Clive : as 
foon as ir reached him, he wrote an anfwer, without any ftipulation, 
or fign of miftruft, that he (hould proceed without delay to writ on 
Clive and the Nabob. Accordingly on the 22d he embarked in his 
boats, whilft his retinue of cavalry marched along the road, and on 
-the 25th vifited Clive. The next day he proceeded, accompanied by 
Mr. Watts, to the Nabob, who received him with the attentions 


ufually teftified to his rank in the ftate, and requefted him to follow 
in the rear, in order to facilitate their communications on bufinefs ; 
btjt in reality to mark his inferiority to the province. This inten- 
tion efcaped not the obfervation of the camp, but even produced re- 
ports that the Nabob had placed him there, out of the reach of fuceour, 
■ilVOrder to deftroy him ; and Clive himfelf, not receiving either let- 
ten or intelligence from him for feveral days, had the fame fofpi- 
cions, and wrote for explanation to Omarbeg and Roydoolub ; leant 
-Whom, aa weU as Ramnarain, he received letters* on the 3d of fti- 
February. which fetisfied Uiaof the faftey of Ramnarain'* perfon, but 

dadirotuemoty his apprehenfions thattheNabobmeant .jun $# 
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vane information that Coja Haddee, who commanded them, was ijijifc 
ordered by the Nabob tofuflfer no troops, excepting his own division, 
to ‘enter the gates until the Nabob himfelf fiaould arrive there. 
arrangement stas intended to give anoriontothe capital of the pcor, 
vince, that the Englifh trOops were asfubfervient to the Nabob as his 
own. Clive waited until Coja Haddee's divifton were in pofleffion ofthe 
gate, and then marchedup, demandingadmittance. Coja Haddee bong 
attached to Roydoolub, and knowing his refpeft and reliance on 
Clive, mentioned the general order he had received from the Na- 
bob ; but faid, that it could not be meant to extend to his friends 
the Englifh, and admitted the troops with more pleafure than re- 
lu&ance. Clive, fatisfied with having eftablilhed the point of ho- 
nour, did not flop, but continued his march through the city to the 
Englifti factory, which ftands on the farther fide* very near the 
weftern gate. The next day, being the 6th, he received a letter 
from the Nabob, with mconfiftent excufes for the forced march of 
Cojee Haddee's divifion, and requefting Clive to encamp at Banka- 
poor, which is five miles beyond the Englifh factory, where the 
company have a large garden. Clive had before determined Jo do 
fo; and the troops proceeded thither immediately. The day after, 
another letter defired him to move to Dinapoor,. five miles farther, 
becaufe the Nabob himfelf intended to encamp at Bankapoor. This 
defign of removing the Engliftt troops to fuch a diftance, and of 
keeping the whole of die Nabob’s army between them and the city.,. 

Failed ftifpicions, which correfponded with other intelligence. Pro- 
mises, delays, diftreffes, relief, were to be alternately employed, and 
bribes as the laft refource, to draw Clive to an acquiefcence to the 


Nabob’s defigns, which continued invariably to deprive Ramnarain of 
the government of Patna, and to confer it. on his own brother Meer 
P$mj ..when ithe other raffett* >aad departments of the province 
W*tdd> be ftnfed amoi^^iftlfep^es and .dependants of Iris for- 
qmRft^imfe Roydooiub, whd hl&tfways fefpeSedi vnewm cany 
were the Nabob's lintentions* and* feaaghis own 
4efb&$im IMNk with Ratrawmn’s, united -dick *»**»!*' 

them if i Uftwr conncmaBV without fc%|| 
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Both by their emiflaries, for they dared not write, and the order 
of encampment prevented vifits, explained their ideas of the Nabob to 
Qrre, and artfully infinuated dangerous intentions evenagabift the 
Englilh. Clive knew not what to apprehend, but did not entirely 
reject the opinion of treachery ; and to' prevent it, eroded the whole 
of his army with the boats and ftores; into a large illand in the 
Ganges, which lies oppofite to Bankapoor, where they were fe- 
parated from immediate communication with the fhore. He at the 
lame time fent Mr. Watts to the Nabob, to -difeover the meaning 
of his lafl requeft, and to complain ferioufly of his condu& to. 
Ramnarain, whom he bad kept irrthe camp inftead of permitting 
him to return with proper marks of dignity to the city, contrary to 
his psomiles at Rajahmahal. Mr. Watts perceived no lymptoms of 
treachery in the Nabob, but likewiie no willingnefs to conclude the 
bufinefs of Ramnarain, which he laid he fhould defer until he faw 
colonel Clive. On the 1 2th, the Nabob came into the city ; and 
Ramnar ain likewife, but without any marks of authority. The 
Nabob kept his army on the eaftern fide, inftead of encamping 
them, as he had propofed at Bankapoor, to the weft. On the 14th, 
Clive vifited him, and this was the firft time they had met, finfce 
they parted at Rajahmahal. The Nabob imputed the delay of 
Raamarain’% appointment to Roydoolub, who had the accountsand 
a rrangem ents to fettle. It is probable that Roydoolub, finding Clive 
Ids imprefted with refen tment againft the Nabob than he wifhed, 
thou ght this delay would not fail to exafperate him ^ which the Na- 
bob now turned on himfelf, and had well nigh made a quarrel be- 
tween them, 1 if Clive had not recolle&ed the neceffity of fufpe&xtg 
dbo.views of .all, and of entering into none beyond what was cmb^ 
dndnre to; the fndk welfare. ‘'**7 '-■( ■ . r •» 

.Much more time would probably base been wafted in theeanfift 
afthde intrigues,if news had not anrivud fiom the wuftwartl* width’ 
itsicwcd the ftnxner i^prehenfbnsof the^^ SBptjMqft*. 

vwho wasnowtovbo'i^ 
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port at Allahabad'; and with theft reports, waived in the- camp the 
Metratoe Subut, who, inftead of 'proceeding diredly to his, gpvernr 
#*OBt of Orisa, came from; Nagoor'wkh a commiflion ftou Jenpgpe 
and Balagerow,. to demand thoarwars of chout due to the Maonst 
nations from the province of Bengal, which amounted to 24 lacks 
of. rupees. The vicinity of an army of Morratoes at this Hma 
in the Doab, not only protected Subut from indignity, but obliged 
M eer Jaffier to fiippreft any manife&atioa of his. former fufpicion* 
of the. union between hun aad Roydooluh; and the lame dread ren- 
dered the Englilh as neceflkry to- him as when he took the field at 
Mwudavad ; and on the 23d, he performed the ceremony of dif- 
pofingof the government of Patna, letting in full Durbar, attended 
by ail his courtiers. A ftk of drefs with jewels os a golden plate was 
laid before him, which he ordered to be carried away immediately with 
aneicort to his fon Meerum at Muxadavad, whom he called Nabob 
of Patna. Then another fuit of the fame prefents, which he gavo 
with his own . hand to Ramnaram, pronouncing him deputy to 
Meerum in the Nabobfhip. * The appointment of Meerum was 
merely nominal, not derogating from the authority of Ramnatain, 
which continued relponfible to the Nabob alone, but rendering him 
liable to fame additional prefents ; and the: bargain for Ram n a r ai n ’a 
app ointme nt had been fettled at fovea lacks of rupees, which were 
exalted under the pretext of a balance remaining due on the adjuft- 
menr of the accounts of the province. Other fums, unknown, bus 
fuppafed not inconfiderable, were .like wife ccdleded by the Nabob s 
for the chiefs of all the diftri&s, as well Moors as Indians, were 
fummoned, as ufual in fuch vifkations, to pay homage, and none 
camf. empty-handed $ and thole agamft whom were any real or &> 
thwus $auftt a£ c ompl a int , uapti-fey r eady fta ed . Of theft C om gpa 
dim, .find Sunderfing, twopcttpwjahs in that part of the ttMtf- 
tpsy^ftlie between the piowice of ifthar and the* dsftrlft of/ 
iwjhjmm Bengal, had beendighdn* ftr tbfae months, andonly 
la^;d^gpn-tbe^ .niata on the*pp»adiof , 

Dud*n*f^. 

Au^ t , evaded ; and Sunderfmg would not come until he received ejM*/ 
Vol.H. Oo finances 
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futance s from Clive of bang treated with juftice. 'PulWanfing, 
another of thefe Indian chiefs, whole diftri&s lye at the s.w. eitre- 
mity of the province amongft the mountains along the banks of 
the Caramnaffa, was a notorious plunderer, and had incurred the re- 
fentment of Ramnarain : he Tikewife refilled to appear until he had 
received the fame fecurity. Thefe attentions to the mediation of 
Clive gr&ed the Nabob’s mind, which returned to its former an- 
tipathies, on intelligence that neither the Morratoes nor Sujarh 
Dowlah were likely to profeente their intended prbjeft of invading 
Behar. Clive, neverthelefs, did not relax the rein. 

All the falt-petre provided by the European fettlements in Bengal 
is made in the country on the other fide of tile Ganges above Patxnu- 
The farm was always monopolized, and had long been in the hands of 
Cojah Wazeed, the great merchant of Hughley. Difputes had often* 
rifen between his fervants and thofe of the Englifh factory at Patna » 
and two months before they had come to blows, when two of the fac- 
tory's fervants were killed. This accident gave Clive the plea of 
allring the Nabob to grant die farm to the Englifh company, as tiler 
only means of preventing fuch difputes in future. He offered the 
hi gheft terms at which the farm had ever been rated ; but the Na- 
bobknew, that he could not- exatt on any pretence from the com- 
pany the additional prefents, which the renter, whilft his fubjed, 
could ' not refufe. This motive of his repugnance was, however, 
below his dignity to acknowledge, and alter many objections he 
confentcd, referring the receipt of 20,000 maunds, or r, 6 oo,ooa 


pounds weight ayear, for his own ufe. The agents of the Dutch 
Eaftdndia company protefled againft the grant; which ClivcaH- 
fWeifed by producing a letter, in which they had afked the farm qf 
Suraja&t'Dewfch for themfelVes. However it was agreed to fupply 
them with the quantity they ufed to piirchafe. : ^ 'r* ■ 


The obtaiameU* Of this favour £d hat iridueeCKve ft> atifi*- 
yttriio 'the authentic demands. ■ ’Tfcte trtbps Were in lip 
m&-*t**x campaign,*** only the ytf of two, a mbd f flto o 
Iww been-' fudbtitil. ’ Altbetaffl die : Uili»iifMb 
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and Kifhagur had accepted, the t uncaws given on theirdifofi&s, they 
had hitherto -paid nothing; 'and Omarbeg, as Phoufdar ,of, Hughly, 
declared that'he had no means of fatisfying any part of the ; fi, 
rupees charged on him, excepting by giving a quantity of $}t» 
which when fold might- produce* pyo licks. On this, Clivcwrote 
to Roydoolub that he (hould fend his troops to aik their money, of 
him, and fignified to the Nabob that he might fpare the Englifh 
five out of the feven lacks he was to receive from Ramnarain. The 
Nabob replied, that this Very fum was appropriated to pay the Mo^ 
gul’s tribute at Delhi, but offered bills on Ramnarain for two lacks, 
payable at 50,000 rupees a month, which Clive was contented to 
receive. 

The to and fro of thefe official difcuffions bad brought the time 
to the 1 8th of March; and the Nabob, having now nothing (£0 
fear from foreign enemies before the end of the rainy feafon in Sep* 
tember, refumed his firft views of giving the government of Patna 
to Meer Coflim, but, ftill afraid to venture whilft the Englifti troops 
remained in Behar, refolved to outftay them, and became as an- 
xious to fend them away as he had been to bring them with him. 
Knowing their want of money, he thought the more he fhould ddlay 
to fupply it, and poftpone their other bufinefs, the fooner they 
themfelves would become defirous of departing, to fave expence to 


ao purpofo. 1 

' Clive, fufpe&ing this cunning, infixed that Roydoolub foould 
immediately give fecurity for the deficiency of the Hughley tupjcaws ; 
bat Roydoolub was on the point of malting a vifit of devotion to 
Ouyah, a town of great fan&ity and pilgrimage, fituated at the foot 
<rf the mountains, 60 miles to the fouth of Patna. He fet out on the 
idth of Mkrch, and Clive reeved, fo.; : Bemain until he return^ : 
but oh the firft of .April font the main body of the EngHfo 

to Ben^lj wkh orders to proceed ; floy ly. >; They 
by raocSepoyi* whohad been foyiejd ^i t^e 
pOfcB tpunftyv hldtambe the atre n^ujd 

andeveh moreth«a »*ny i 
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returned from Guyah, and by this time the Nabob had taken the 


rsfelution of going to pay his devotions likewife, at a femeMfforjar, 
or tomb of a faint, near the town of Behar, which is fowled 40 
miles to the iouth-eaft of Patna : by this journey he faLd no time 
would be loft, as it would require ten days to adjuft fame affiere 
and accounts in difpute between his brother Meer Coflim and Ram- 
narain : he hoped in this interval that the v Emglifh troops would 
have been far advanced on their way, and Clive have joined them, 
in which cafe he intended to return to Patna, and remove Ramna- 
rain. But Clive refblvcd not to feparate himfelf from Rainnarain 
until he faw him out of danger, and advifed Roydoolub likewise, 
although in the field, to keep at hand. A momentary inftant of ge- 
neral fatisfaftion and compliments occurred on the 14th by the arri- 
val of meflengers from Delhi, with .the authentic patents of the ho- 
norary titles conferred on the Nabob, his relations, and Clive : they 
likewife brought futmuds , or the commiffion for the Nabobflup, but 
deficient in fome effential formalities, which were withheld until the 
Nabob fhould have remitted a fum of money to Delhi : the fumrads 
were, nevrrthelefs, proclaimed as fully valid, and few knew the con- 
trary. The next day, the Nabob proceeded to Behar ; and, feeing 
Clive Kill remained at Patna, inftruded his brother MeerCoflim 
to diflemble, who accordingly pretended to be perfeftly Satisfied 
with the adjuft ment of his idfairs with Ramnarain, and ppocnafed to 
leave Patna and come to l^axadavad as foon as he had fettled his 
more private concerns *, andjfhe Nabob himfelf, iaftead of returning 
as he had intended from Behfr to Patna, proceeded from thence on foe 
24th ftraight acrofs the ebuiitry to Bar on die bank of the Ganges, 
about 55 miles below Pwn*, where foe 'main body of fosmy ial 
their fleets: of boats were tabled ; on which Clive left foe eqy. 


carrying Ramnarain with him, to take leave of foe Nabdh. On foe 



aonrnment? 


«e- fetont foe'lfot# ■ 

day 
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day on his return : he then ordered a part of his -army to march 
on to Muxadarad, a^d kept the reft to amufe himfelf with in 
huntings' along the hills ; but .contented that Roydoolub flbould ac- 
company Clive, in order to difcharge the deficiencies of the balances 
of money due on the treaties. Thus ended this political campaign, in 
which an army of 50,000 men had marched 300 miles out of their 
own province, and continued four months in the field, without firing 
a mufket ; but produced the full accompUftunent of all that Clive 
intended, who maintained his decificS over all interefts, by not 
yielding to the prejudices of partiality, or the proffers of private 
advantage. 

The French party which had efcaped from Dacca to Rungpore, 
had raifed a mud fort not far from the foot of the mountains, on the 
bank of the river Tefta, in which they maintained themfelves un- 
molefted, until Coflim Ally, the Phoufdar of the country, received 
the Nabob’s orders to attack them ; when they were furrounded by 
a great number of his people, who in lefs than a month reduced 
them to famine ; on which they embarked in their boats, and went 
down the river, intending to regain the Great Ganges ; but were 
followed and harrafled fo much, that they landed again, but on 
the other fide of the river, and marched to the neighbouring t«wi» 
of Dinagepore, the capital of a Rajah, who with much timidity 
was a good man, which Mr. Courtin knowing, refrained from any 
violence to his people; who were* all as timorous as the Rajah 
himfeif, and maintained the party with provifions, until an officer 
at Mr. Courtin’s requeft came from Coffimbuzar, to whom they fur- 
rendered prifoners, , and were received with feme termsof indulgence. 
Their number was reduced from 30 Europeans to 11, and from 1.00 - 
to 30 Sepoys. 

The finall number of troops l^ inOkutta afeer the army, took the 

^witfrCok>aeiaive,wasi^fuf%^ 

■■mgif ak' fiafflrtynt - whtth , etsoauraged the French prdhoe cat 

to attempt Cheer efj^pe.. Tbc hud d ing of the gaol waa not fa fficw g fc 
hi hold them ; and, as the hpjcfofum had very high wails, 
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permitted to remain in the area ; taking- advantage of this liberty, 
they dug under the wall in a part unfrequented and covered with 
bullies, and in the night of the 18th of December, all of them, 
being 90, elcaped through the hole, and before morning rnoft.of 
them had eroded the river, and not one was immediately retaken, 
^some were fufpe&ed to have gone to the Danifh fa&ory oppofite 
Hughley ; but the agents there would not admit the fearch. A 
month after r 5 were flopped in Midnapore ; and in the month of 
March, 30 more at Cutteck, going through Orixa, to join their 
Countrymen in Chicacole. 

The fquadron with Mr. Pococke failed for the coaft of Coro- 
mandel, in the beginning of February ; the condemnation of the 
Kent, and the difpatch of the floop to England, had reduced it to 
three /hips of the line, and two frigates of 20 guns. Their de- 
parture, frequent although vague reports from fea of French ar- 
maments, the expe&ation of fending a great part of the Englifh 
force into the field again with the Nabob, and above all the recent 
remembrance of calamity, had determined the prefidency to provide 
for the future fafety of Calcutta, by raifing a fort capable of the 
utmoft defence ; and all the natives which could be hired were con- 
tinually employed in the work. The fpot was chofen 1200 yards 
to the fouth of the old fort ; but not fo near the river. 

Various reports had been brought to Muxadavad, during the 
campaign to Patna. In February, foon after Ramnarain joined the 
camp on the road, it was laid that the Nabob had caufed him to be 
aflaffinated ; hut, at the fame time, came other news, that the Ra- 
jah Sunderfing, by the mitigation of Roydooluk, had fallen on the 
Nabob’s quarters in the sight, .and had lulled him in. his tent. How- 
ever improbable, Meerum believed both reports, and aflembledall the 
forces quartered round the city : this alarm was foon quieted by an* 
fhontic letters 60m the camp ; but thefame principles of fufpksKjpi 
«|W|;animofky hid driven Meerum to greatosj^tiarfies of approfet^*; 
m 0 . the approach of jpobncl Clivcaad Roydoolub 


The 
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The Coflimbuzar river from January to June is too fliallaw for 
boats of burthen, which obliged the Engliih troops, with' their ’’ 

fleet, to kfeep along the great river, until they came to Bogwon* 
gok, and from whence they marched acrofs the ifland to Muxadavad* 
where Clive arrived on the 1 5 th, and found the whole city in the 
utmoft confternation ; and on the fame day, he received advices o£ 
great importance from the coaft of Coromandel ; to which our nar~ 
xative now returns* 


End of the Eighth Boo^.. 
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BOOK IX. 


T H E new year opened in the Carnatic with as little a&ivity as the x y* g. 

laft had clofed. The French troops remained in Pondicheny '» 
waiting the arrival of their expe&ed armament from Europe, during 
which, Mr. Soupire, as he fays in a memoir he has pubfifhed^ en- 
tered into a negotiation with two Jemautdars of the Englilh Se- 
poys to furprize Tritchinopoly, by means of the French prisoners. 

Four hundred were in confinement in the city, and 50 or 60 had at 
various times been received into the Englifh fervice, and in the end 
of December, foon after Calliaud returned from Madrafs, two of 
the enlifted Frenchmen accufed one De la Forge, who had been 
accepted as a furgeon’s mate, that he had tampered with them to 
concur in a project, by which the foreigners in the fervice of the 
garrifbn were to murder the Englifh guards in the night, then 
open the prifons, arm the prifoners, and with their affiftance, over- 
power the reft of the troops. Four other Frenchmen avowed the 
fame converfation with De la Forge, who, with much obftinacy, 
denied that he had ever fpoken one word to any one of them : he 
was however hanged two days after his trial. This might have 
been the, heft opening of Mr. Soupire’s Jcheme, although he fays 
mitiiijg of k > hut nothing was (Uncovered of his confpiracy wfeh 
which he feems to hScvp protra&ed until of 

. . Banatyqe at Outramalore, receiving intelligence that *00 

<4 fMTrench Sepoys at Carangoly had defeated ‘on fomedhputt 
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with the renter, and that the reft were inclined to mutiny, marched’ 
i0b the night of the 25th of January, with 500 Sepoys, and 50 Euro- 
peans, and an hour before day-break made an aflault by efcalade on a- 
part of the wall, which was in a ruinous condition ; but they were 
repulfed with the lofs-of 1 1 Sepoys killed, and 2 Europeans wounded. 
Slight as this was, no a&ion of equal enterprize paffed in the con- 
tending diftrifts until the end of April, although the mutual incur- 


fions were as frequent as before ; but being always levelled at de- 
fencelefs villages, they carried the reproach of robbery, more than 
the reputation of war ; and each fide lofing as much as it gained by 
thefe depredations, the French officer at.yandiwafh propofed a con- 
ference to put an end to them, and Banaifyne was permitted to treat 
With him. 

The reports which the French government fpread with much di- 
ligence, of their approaching fuperiorky on the coaft of Coro- 
mandel, encouraged even the npoft infignificant chiefs, which held 
vrnder die Nabob, or the company, to queftion or infult their autho- 
rity. In the vafi plain which occupies the Carnatic, from the lati- 
tude ,<}f Puliacate to the river Coleroon, are many t rafts of Tandy 
ground fpread amongft the richeft diftrifls of the country. Thefe 
&ilj3j having always been neglefted by the labourer, and left to nature, 
propagate abundance of ufelefs vegetation. In fome, which with 


care would rear the coco-nut, the eaftern palms prevail, a few of 
which, rifiwg to their foil growth, fpread their feeds with the wind, 
Vririch in a fucceffion of time cover the whole extent with plants, 
that firangling one another by their multitude, remain ftunted,' and 
create; the ftubbomeft of thickets. Others of thefe tra<fts ? inftead 
of, bearing the palm kinds, will only produce aftrong and fpreadihg 
ihrub, which rifcs to the height of eight or rdife^fodt, andforrns 
one continued epppipe- |$any of thefe wilds are frcuh tb 46- 
writes in cucyan&rond^a^ all of thefe extents aj^jdtfefled by pity 
with thair claoiof half-favage fiil^s^ ‘ whbfe^eup^» 
foe neighbor ring villages in the night, and in foejji§Pfb 
v«odoa gai^^^^uch the^ar« 

"demanded 
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demanded by any perfon in authority. By thefe obeifi 
Sometimes a Small prefent of money, and now and then ri 
country of a tiger, they compensate their thefts, which- *re ,rareiy ( j 
attended with bloodshed, oe violence ; when they are, troops 
their hamlets are burnt, and* prifoners taken. the chief himfdf,,^ 
preference, who xtonie Severely fee. the mifdeeds, whether of th^pa- 
SelVes or their fellows. Two of thefe Poiygars, between whoSe' 
woods the fort of Trepafloar is Situated, .ventured- in the piyl of ja- 
nuary to make incurfiohs, ' not only into the diftri&s- dependant on 
this fort, but even into thofe of PondamafeO, within 1 5 miles of 
Madrafs, and carried off large quantities of grain and 1 cattle fmm- 
thie villages ; on which the commandant, Jemaul Saib^ whp, had' re- 
turned from Tinivelly to Madsafs, w4s ordered Jg^nft 

them with four companies of Sepoys. The one, named ' Ratjgagajti.. 
Naigue, immediately aSked pardon, and made reftitutioav andatqne- 
ment : but the other, Wardapah' Naigue, flood on his defence, until- 
J emau l Saib had penetrated info his woods, and burnt Several' of the, 
hamlets concealed in them ; Ot* which, he fubmteted ji^wS^ apd., 
the Sepoys were withdrawn. a ' 

The anmy of the Morattoes under the command of Balayentrow,, 
which, in the preceding year, had defeated the Nabob of Qudapall, 
who fell in the batde, Sound notwithstanding this vidofy, that they, 
could not eaftly compleat the redu&ion of tlw country ; fer Abd^jQl, 
Nabey Cawn, the coufin-german and neareft relation, of de-., 
ceafed Nabob, threw himfelf with a Strong force into the rtrong^j 
fottrefs of the province called Sidout, near the town of CudapaK an 4 rtlpe 
latefieldujf Vbftttle; and Other s of the Pitan Captains ftcpl o^t^^ de-, 
fence ht theiCteipaftire hdds. the Sieges of whijh woqldanploy more, 
time ofBaterentfow’s ^peditiqn.^^th«efQrer i %| < 

_ • Knt i;%ewife dctaC"™ Mm/s 
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f ids of Damarlah Venketappah and Bangar Yatrhammaigue ; 

with the third he appealed himfelf before Nelore. TheNa- 
bob, in fettling the treaty of tribute in the preceding year with 
Armetrow, die deputy of Balavontrow, gave, in thfe general affdt- 
ment on his vaflals, an order on each of thefe Polygars fed pay hint 
70,000 rupees, a$d the pretence on which Balaventiow nbw com- 
menced hoftilities againft than was, that the affefl'ment meant only 
the! rate of the a&ual year, whereas they owed, he faid, for the fit be- 
fore; and the reafoii he gave for attacking Nelore was, to prevent Na- 
zeabulla from marching againft the Nabob, with a large body of French 
troops, which he heard were advancing tojoin him from Mr. Bully’s 
army ; hut NazeabuUah, having without hefitation paid him a fum 
adequate to his expectations, he a few days after wrote to the Nabob, 
recommending a reconciliation between them. His detachments plun- 
dered, the fair towns of Venkati Gherri and Calaftri ; and all the three 
Polygars' were fo frightened, that, in expe&ation of the afliftance 
of me Englifh, each of them gave bonds and fecurity for the payment- 
of their tribute fo the Nabob, whichfW&e not equal to the demands of 
Balaventrow; immediately after this the Morattoes left their noun*, 
tty, the . Polygars believed, from refp£& to the remonftranpes 
oftjbe prtfidency, but in reality purfuant to orders received at this 
fefe from Balagerow : they returned into Cudapah, where Balaven- 
trow Concluded at Sidout a treaty with Abdul Nabey Cawn, by 
which k was agr eed , that the country fhould be equally divided be- 
twixt them: and the Morattoes were putinpoffeffioa of Goram- 
coqdah, a ftrong fort and pafs midway in riie range of moUntairw,. 

bound the province of Cudapah ib the weft. A part of; -tbps' 
arha^Spas left to girnd the' huure of ihe lAetattoes m 
and BabwentfoW, wkh the r? ft, recrofled the weftern mountains, 
-marched towards Sirpi, -ordering at ihe feme rime^thc AetaCb- 
ti orfeh Armetrow at V 4 |pe fo joiq him there;< 

>*• btcither, iAmMwamh^- :1^^1j|i&ated.moi^Jf 
^Jtofco .foot, 1 ' this . hy£jftt& of mk 

{^aghetn.v’.'ws plafoj; 

; Carhatic,at prefent an Open town ist^uis. ■ 

10 
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io mllefe from the feraoirt Jigged* of Tripetti, . which. , Abdiiwahab 
endeavoured to perfbade the conipMiy’s : renter to dcKvw the 

renter referred him to Afadrtfs, ' ifod he* was deterred fio'm 


t 3 itSe 8 he inte»dfed,fHbp'tt$ of jfebraul Ssfaeb agaifift th&bdw- 
gBTs of Trepafiore, Hot toomng * therefore what to dcf vdlm'msz 
troops, who clamdtried fat piy, he fait them under the command 
of his principal officer to Mortizally of Velofe, who was preparihg 
to attach the fort of Tripatore, at the bottom of the valley of Va* 
nbmbady. We a*fe ignoritnt on what pretenJSons thole hoftilities 
were founded, hot they were undertaken with much earneftnfefs r 
for, belides his own, and the troops of Abdulwahab, the Phou filar' 
like wife engaged the body of Morattoes then in his town with 
Artnetrow. The whole force was 4000 horfis < and 6000 foot; but 
the fort of Tripatore was of difficult approach; and On the 8m 'o£ 
February, the day after the batteries were opened, a canhon^$al$ 
killed Armetrow; which being perceived by thegafrifon, they falHecf,, 
routed the befiegers, and took their cannon. The Morattoes imme- 
diately after this defeat quitted the country, and joined their ebajn tyidy 
in Myfori ; and the troops of Mortizally and Abduiwahab ittmmi 
to then - homes. * 

Mri Pocock, with the (hips of war from Bengal, arrived at Madrafc 
on the 24th of February ; they had been abfent 17 months on ther 
expedition. The two frigates were immediately detached to cruke 



whence fhe had been font to Bengal, and now returned from* 

On the 24th Of Annual Stevens himfelf arrived ftom'Bbife^ 

bay wkh a tifyi « of* the 'fee ; and on the lyth of April the fljba- 
fta*Wfhe 
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could wk be diminifhed without danger from the ga wife® in Tritchr 
iridjSMfy, Mr. Soupire Tent the force he intended for HydetaUy ftn yn 
Pdhdicheny ; and from the reftraint laid on all his military operation#, 
they were rib more than 300 Sepoys and 75 Europeans, who arrived, 
at Dindigul in the end of January. ‘They were commanded by Me, 
Aftruc, the fame officer who had been- defeated by. Major Lawrence, 
before TritcbinapcAy & Tht yeai* 1753, from- which time he had 
continued* prifoner on his parole until the month of Qftabef of 
the preceding year, when he was exchanged. On his arrival at 
Dindigul, he found Hyderally prefled by urgent affairs to return to 
Serin gapAtam, the capital of Myfore, which broke the foheme of 
attacking Madura ; foon after die interview, HydesaUy departed, and 
Mr* Aftnic fetum'ed to the pagoda of Seringhariv where he arrived 
on the 20th of March, and, having been long ill, died on the izd ; 


he tfcas a gallant and worthy man. 

Thu agttrit font by the Nabob to Mapbuze Khan arrived at Nelli- 
tahgtwlllc on the 2$th of February, and found him there, encamped 
in ‘paltry tents, with 50 horfe, often tatious of his poverty, pretend* 
itfg much difepntent agaioft. his allies; and much attachment to. the 
Nabob ; but when terms of reconciliation were propofod, nothing 
fotirwnfld farisfy him than the government of the whole country 
as appanage in foe; indeed he was never mailer of his own 
o^Iaob, end at prefeat not of his will, for the weftem polygars, 
e|attd by the rifling fuperiority of the French in the Carnatic, took 
the field, and Obliged him, who depended upon them for his fub- 
fiftfence, "to lend his name, and to appear with them in perfon as the 
paWenfian dftbeir hc^ftilirife* : the army, was compofod of the troop? of 
of.V**faj^jefri,,«f the three minor, poiyg«% Cotakava, 
NadicOdrch, and Savandah ; and from the eaftern fide, Of Eri^porum, 


the deperpihi^ of ChfebcwhiaftiguG, who hinafolf .continued t firm-to 
t&i new ritmefeion- with ririBngjiflv The cqflfajnaftfes hid -like- 
tffc **«*»>* aufcm 


s&tf] ip^v^uaai 

and fcafWn hrufe^depr«daife^‘t^^lt«%? 


jacent 



jliok #fc. aka |i wmw: 

jacenitcoiwtry, whilfi? Mahomed iflbof, apprehend*** of ^varrival 

of Hyderally ami the French, ikept id*.. force.jcolle&ed in Madura- 
Asfoon as the ®ewt of Hydera%’s depmureism $!a- 

homed Iflbof took the &cdd and marched again#: Shatore, 
gar on his appearaace nude, fofamiffions, turned, out the Pu&prilc’jS 
men* and paid a Ene in iaottwy ; bwt& (bon as die English troops 
returned to CheveApctore, he renewed his depredations ; on which 
Mahomed Ifloof attacked the fart again, which the polygar, a%r a 
flight refeffance, abandoned * and oimof ^awbaona wjWr^oijated 
in h» (tend.* In the mean time, the, eenftderll&s li*d, i^wyfow*#- 
tacks from Nellitangpvflle, taken all the paftshetwaen this ; plpce ; *»d 
TiaiveHy, and many ©f die men placed to guardthem were potto 
the fword : fit Tiranoourchy, which was ^flauk in fdie 

night, 27 hode»»eo, ‘and a greater auraUjer of S^ppy^'; wf#R<ki#fd- 
The confederates, dated with thefe fuoceffes, threatened !# whodid 
not join them, arid attacked die polygar of Outamalee, becauie he 
had - refufed. They likewife prepared to take poffeffionof Tkiiveliy, 
and boafted that they would reduce the fort *£ Palawcefch. ,|fo#jfre 
approach, of Mahomed Moof from Chevelpetoits-%ped 
gre^B,. nor had they courage to give him battle ; but, hotWg 
■Arengthened the pofts they had taken, retreated to NolUfopg^ville, 

• fending , however, detachments to harrafs and interrupt hi* of* - 
. scions ; but without foocefs $ for-all their partieS 'which v^ituted t° 
meet or could not avoid foetneounter of the flepoys, were 
and by the enl of April d* the poffis’whiehi had bcm tdttohf^pe 
recovered. - Mahtmvsdlfleofthen refolved tocaf ry tho war wl^e 
'•Wiemy*4 country, an*ml>sg»n iwth dj*poIygar 

wfo timmxA ’the jMtapjdfifa* 

-p&fo i#ifo‘inj&mes^.t6ad”the#^^^|i#4<be®Ph^ 
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David, where tl»,Engliffiijagi$e»,, Txito» and Bridgp- 
chanced to be at anchor. It (qou perceived that t$|e. 
Mangers were French 9 and two or three , of the Mips beiugto th< 
-north of the toad, whilft the raft were, advancing from the, fo>ith , 
precluded the efcape of the frigates, as the-wiad blew fromth® offing. 
The captains, therefore, prudently refiaia#d to inn th^ lh%«s a(hore, 
in order to pfeffctVft th&ixttkr, whiehdaey offb&od withootlofing any. 

Thef^ench (^fndron *was commanded by,. the Count? Q’Ache. 
AMwftfefiechange in the (hips which were firdappftinted, he i ail yd 
ftomBreft on the 6th ~ of March of the preceding year, wiiM the 
Zddtac of 74 gan#'Jti«fSelli^ti8tox of. 70* she Sqperbe 0^.44, 

France, and a 50gunftup, with % 
to the fiaftvlndia Company. Onboard ofth®f® Mips was 
embarked the regiment of Lally, confiding .of jo$© psen, 50 of the 
royal aitittery, * great number of officers of' diftm&ktn, and 
thNMif deadly, Colonei of the raiment of his name, lieutenant 
gfraif in 'Me French army, and now appointed Governor-general 
lift&i'lheriioft Oztehfive powers over all the Fr enchpoffefiipAS and 

' Theftrips hadMafcelpgop^kar oft^iapid, 
«Hms a< 44 ftn^^Of carried away the : ^at^l 

thtBelliqueux, on which of 

K — J Ww ob^ged-to anchor pear the (hore in bad grq^d- 
* t i m rd Hft o dy tacked, atad^nrkt^tdoM^uled to affifther, 
4 fedt&%aali continuing, carrwdawitythemw ^Jbre^Bpnnaft of 

tefi^,aia Mi| aj |^^ | gritft means of jeo- 
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when required, as men vof war, of which four hadfoUedin^Pe- 
ceinber, with the regiment of Lorrain ; md three were nowjidded 
to the two Mr. D’Ache already had -under his p nm*n»nA ; iadh^ys> 
to take the others at the Mfa trfJ&rmec, The delaye. of; 
the Company's fhips fronaport i'Orient retarded his departure frp(&, 
Breft until the 4th ofhfay. >*TW ftupe carried with diem a malignant 
fever, at that time reigning in the port* On tfee 23d of July the y 
anchored at Rio de. Janeiro in ftraxil, havmg JMl 300 men of all 
kinds by the fever* which continued, in tius eliqoate, . although 
healthier than moft in the iVorld : having wm*«ed two months ia 
expectation of this benefit, the fquadran failed, on the 25th &£ Sep-. 
tember; and after a paflage of 85 days, (till infected with the fickaefs, 
arrived on the i8thof Deoember at the Ifle of F ranee. Here they 
found the ftiips which had carried the regiment of .Lorrain, returned 
horn Pondicherry. -Taking their crews and fuchof the fhifMashe: 
chofe, Mr. D’Ache formed the fquadron, with which he now ap- 
peared on the coaft. They failed from hence on the 27th of Ja- 
mmy. It would be ufsful to know their root, iq order tqavouUt} 
for dieir pafiage was very long, not making the waft until thf4£tk 
af Affcril, when the Diligent was font forward *to JCaticai to, get, jn.**, 
elligence of the Engiifh fquadron ; and returning ctn the 27th with* 
jut any* ftruck on a fand-hank, which detained all the fhips the 
xft of the day in getting her afc*t. On the a8th they appeared* as 
we have fere, before Fort St. David. . 


. Every fuocefewaa expe&cd to follow the arrival ©fr-wns area?H 
nentin India. * The fhips were fo drive, the Engiifh fquadr^q^ 
he coaft, the tmopa^ath^^e Already 3* Pondicherry weretps^fo* 


wig m,m 

f Vol. II. 
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17^8. canafcaffion, and give the neceflaty orders ltt Pondicherry $ he landed 
J&S? » n ^ afternoon, and was received with all the difhn&ions an- 

nexed to his authority. In the mean tkoe the other fhips worked 
in, and anchored off of Cudakxe, two inslfes to the fouth of Fort St. 
David. ■ ■ ri. V41 

The Englifii fquadron haring in ten days worked as high'to wind- 
ward as the head of Qtyhfef, ftbod in again forth© coaft, which they 
made *»v the a 8th, 1 off Negapc&am, and proceeding alongjhore, dif- 
corered at nine the next rooming the French flaps riding off Cud- 
dalore, which immediately weighed and bore down toward srPondi- 
cherry, throwing omiigBals to recal the Comte de Provence and the 
Ddigmtei’bot^they ncJt weighing in obedience to the fummons, the 
%BM«iiMt dftoodout to fea e. by n. the wind blowing ftem the s. e. Mr. 
Pococt, on the firft light of the French Iquadron, had thrown out the 
fignal for <hace, which implies, that every (hip is to puih with 
cmwded fail,and without regard to each other ,in purfuit of the enemy, 
ufcfti countermanded by a different iignai. At half an hour after twelve, 
fcUfliips were wkhtn a league of the enemy, who were formed, and 
waiting fbrthfcmin a line of battle a-headj when Mr. Pocock hauled 
dawn the dMcrogftg&al, brought to on the larboard *&&,. hoifted 
h^ncAours,' and made a fignal for the line a-head, andfo bo .formed 
hC 'the^diftance of half a cable, or iooyinb,©ne {hip from ahother. 


ftubng ill, and the Cumberland much worfe, were at 
dhdndii for a-ftem of the other-'&ipfi, that it was ten* minute* 
pafttwo, befotethey the line; 

whichbcu^nd# formed,*fae Admiral-naadc tfe»%md tO-bear dow«, 
tach ftup id the mad di^d^-fo^A aW Ngff^ ' w was intended«to 
#WH«tA, aoeerdrogto^ie d ifp o fi dB W| ^^ two*- Jhaga,l;' 

a^head, jdnedthitha*: of do wo. - 

taao } 
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and next the Due of Orleans of 50 : Theft werethe van: 
the centre was this Zodiac of 74, on which Mr* D*Ach^ hfi^;ii 
flag. The four (hips which^ ftwined the rear, wtoe the 
of 50, immediately aftef^^Zodbc, then the Momof 44 , tho*fi 
phide of 36, and the Due de Bourgogne of 60 gunsclofed* 
line. 


The Eagfifli fine, having only (even (hips to nine, were to chute 
their opponents accordingly. Mr. Pocock in the Yarmouth of 74, 
warthe centre^ and fleered .for the Zodiac, thereat re of the enemy’s 
line. Erf conlequence the Tyger of 60 guns,iwhidi ledstherEngibh 
.Van, bore down for the Vengeur ; the Safifonty 'of’ 50, for K the 
BienAimC ; and the Elizabeth of 64, in which -Admiral Stevens 
hoifted his flag, and wrathe (hip a- head of Mr. PocoCk, neglecting 
the Conde, bo&'dcMtto’for the Duke of Orleans, which ratiged im- 
mediately a-head of M. D’Ache. In confequence, fik^(#ifo, ’ the 
Cumberland of 70, which was to be next a- (tern of Mr: Pbcoefc* 
(hould have fleeted for the Saint Louis, the Newcaftk of 50 for the 
Moras, and the Weymouth of 60, neglecting the Sylphide, for the 
Due de Bourgogne. 

This was underftood. It is likewiie generally underitoed, mat 
when the Admiral brings to, and throws out the fignal to engage^ 
every (hip isto do fb likeWife, at the fame diftance from its refpeCtive 
opponent, as the admiral Uesflum his. But the Cumberland, from 
fame unaccountable defect; Wasfc unmanageable, that in bearing 
down, (he could netbegotfo wear cleat of the Yarmouth, that * is, 
jto keep on fier left hand, ‘but at* every endeavou r flew up antbr 
; ir^ri«outh>weatber^t»i«er*> br*n*ho ri ght. 

^dBei fe<tt O<h gr ci &^ wba«h *w». affected by ttus ot 


•Theai 
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dfotihe-tine of battle ar«head, which 
admiral, whfift bearing dowp fex&e 
^^^•ind^rmouthf. tomasao j&at 
^edjd^?.'S4sothss> iafleadojBfcdfethi uing 
hawt th* *£*$**> prefeat 


bstthridiftad. •■'In confeyjeenjpo 
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Tbs Was of Coiobakcel. 
the Ifc m c aftk kept behind the Cumberland, and the Weymoafo 
^ bfo fe tt tf the Newcaftle, and as the' Cumberland Had Sot got into the 
Jibe (or into the wake of the Yannoufo} wtfen thefgoal for engage* 
meat was thrown out, the other two #aps were ftill farther of 
fratn the enemy's, and the laft die farthest. 


Mr. Pocock (aw the mtfbkes and embaftaffinents, and, whiffl bear- 
ing down, threw out figpabto reStifyfhe^ohiehwerenot onderflood 
by the ^lewcaftle and Weymouth, and could not be obeyed by the 
Cumberland. Neverthdefs, it was ueceflary togo on ; for the whale 
of the enemy's line began to fire hotly, as fcon as the Englifh flips 
came within r and o m hot, and with the chance of much ad vantag e, 
ar the Engli&Attpe bearing down prefented tbetr beads, aid were 
Oapo fed te betaked fore and aft until they formed the fine* and pre- 
sented their hroadfides for battle. : but luOgtily die enemy's fire con- 
tinued without aim. Mr. Pocock didgigPretusn a fingle foot until 
Jbh flap hswled, up with her broa^Sle oppofite to the Zodiac's, 
whm the three (hips of the van we&likewife got into their proper 
Nations : he thtn. at 55 minutes pafoihrae, threw out the-fignri,aft4 
the fire infbndy became general tM^ughdut the fine, for thefon* 
ftsps of thfc tab; although out of certain aim, ' Were within 'reach 
ofchance eaecotkm.' h five tnkiutes the Syiphide bbre%wayiafder 
wrjet of foe Zod Sa*y although foe had only received foe dSAant. 
foot of tfce'Newcaftfe and WeymOSttfot ; but foe had only been ad- 
ftutted ifito foe line to hupofe by 'fimw. - 'In 15 minutes the Due 
de Btwffgbgne, the laft of the foeltt^s'kad; ^foid..‘her ftabon hke- 
wife,’ and went of in the lame dufe&kti .'^fof’.'SjdphiilR,- td&otsgfo 
(he. had only been expofed to foe fim i nf'fol’ f We^th6ufo, and: itas- 





fcwn the Yamouth^hifMHj^ 

tHc Newc^MeaadW^yiwWtiyin order to keep thesrproper* 
backed likewife, and fco&Jiff below fee Moras, fee faft reraainfegcri 
Che anemy’a rear j-ani woe «bi4 Hluri^ kft without any flap tofire 


at. But after the CwnberlanddMtd fet jail* aadjgNaed her proper ft*- 
Cion, the Newcaftle fell )^bacft,,atid, iu^^cio& fe*. line*jon 
which fee Weymouth hailed her to do ib r whichitbt 
ike hawfed the wind, ftt fail, and, pafibg to, windward of feeJ&te* 
ca file, came properly into the line, a-breaft ofthe Mono, doting which 


the Cumberland wm well engaged with the SabtJhisiis, and took*$ 
the fire of ,hcr fetWwdgfUBS, which fee had, 
againft fee quarter of feeYarcoouth. Mr. Pocpckfead tpofetnidly 
thrown out fignala for fee rear to get b order, and now 6oe%ifel 
then far the Newcaftie. A great explofion of powder, had blp*fe 
up mfee Zodiac, mother, b feeBien Aim6 ; fee M<#ras, although 
% much fee weakeft of fee enemy’s (hips, had ibnght. wife. 4s 
much a&adty ao any of fee® ; and when a tt ac ked by fee fepfe<.d|if 
feperior fire of fee Weymouth, flood it wkh.^reat bfe. fijr '*$> 
minutes, when (he - Mattered ■$&& , a d m i re d . Mr- 
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: the renewal of the ei^^eo^^f the Englifli chnfe. . . But 
lagging in the greateft fart. of th««r iin^ was fe cxceffiveiy 
laged, that the French outfadedtbem three feet to one ; or 
which Mr. Pocock hauled the flag of jbs$de down, .and iummoned 
his. captains. They were Latham of the Tygeiy Soraerfet of. the 
Salilbury, Kempenfolt of the Ehiabeth with Admiral Stevens,Har- 

laak. -.Ms ^ ^Ifweaftle, and Vincent of the W eymoptht 
-.t ^pd’kfe'oh hoard the. Englifli fqnadron was 29 .killed, and 89 
wounded, in all x 18 . ..Jr the Yarmouth 7 wej$ killed and 32 wound- 
in the Salifeury 8 undid * the Cumberland 7 and 13 ; none 
5 wounded, in the Weymouth and Newcaftle 
the * lift fell nearlyequal in the-Tyger and Elizabeth. 
Tbckilled and wounded in the French fq^adron amounted by their 
own aooopots 10 500. In the Zodiac alone more than in all the 
being 35 and 1 15, including 60 fcorched by their 
O^^igUn-powder; 4.0 were killed in the Bien Aim^ ; 32, in the 
Moras, 13 in tbeVengeur, 13 in the Saint Louis, la in {he Doe 
d'Orleana, 6 in'jfefe Due de Bourgogne, 3 m the Sylphide, the 
Cjapdf«$ r <j(r 7 -r^fee'. wounded in all the ftiips, excepting thesZodiac, 
^th^twiee^4iumber of the flats. .The dUparky of the total 
|^^|0^«|«h^feujrto one, ^.ferjSRBeedpd the difpropOrtian 
,Rf|^' t mMBiw«: : : on 'boiard : the Fmpfeh %uadron having with die 
Wap* .Jppo, and the The frigates on either -fide 

fibred nothing, having jbfew repeat %nals. ' 

Yarmouth with the fe atandt 

: ^b*asr rigging, that ; none .co^j^ui^fee^ind. . The 
i.fe%wce waifc'j 
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falling continually to leeward obliged the others tbisfoide 
-fo. that, before the morning, when they came to an anchor 
they wtfre a league to the 1 north flf Sadrafs, and 35 miles 
fcath of Pondicherry, df£ of which the engagement began. 
French fquadroii had fufiered fo much lefs aloft, that they anchored 
at 10 at night in the road cfAlamparva, 15 miles to windward of 
the Englifo. ■ The Bien Aime during the fight had the flings of her 
Iheet anchor foot away, which dropping, run out the cable, which 
was immediately cut ; another foot unperceivwl had grazedlhe upper 
coil of the* cable bent to the belt bower, with which the fliip cam* to 
anchor at Alamparva, but on the firft ftrain this cable parted ; a final! 
anchor was immediately dropped, but would not hold ; there was 
no other ready and before the fails could be fot, the fhip was driven 
into the furf, and ftranded without the poffibllity df refcoVi^iy 
all the men were laved, and afterwards molt of the c 
ftores. 

The firft hour of Mr.Lally’s arrival at Pondicherry was diftinguifoed 
by the exceffive vivacity of his character. Before' the night cfbfed, 
iOoo Europeans and as many Sepoys were on. their march 1 VoFort 
St. David, commanded by the Count D’Eftaign, who landed with 
him : but fuCh was the hurry to be in motion, that they proceeded' 
without provHions, and- their- guides led them aftray, -and r brought 
thiin into the bounds over the plain fo the weft, where they did* 
not arrive until fcven in the morning: the guard at the redoubt of 
Chimundelum retreated before ‘them to the Garden-houfe, whiihf 
was another ; and both together retired to the fort, after five o>rj|b 
wife killed. They Wefe followed almoft to the glacis with^» 
much prefumptien, thjrf s fiS^ator*^ht df the enemy were^dUed by 
thaemafa&em .the tfei^h^ v nf|?#hicbr > indeed abundance W fere 
nfoa QHtMg 
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fpfftirprize ftraggling plunderer*, and before noon brought in fix 
“Europeans, from whom an account of the enemy's force was oW 
tained. In the afternoon was heard the firft firing of the two 
(quadrons, wliich were then almoft out of fight, and foon after dif- 
appeared. 

The next day Mr. Soupire came up with more troops, feme heavy 
cannon, and a convoy of provifions ; and on the firft of May, Mr. 
Lily himfelf, efcotted hy two companies of Hufiars, arrived at the 
garden-houfe, and immediatelyderiBied the Gomte D’Eftaignc acrofs 
riie river of Tripopalore to reeonnPtre and take poft near Cuddalore. 
This town remained in the fame condition as when attacked twelve 
years befere by the troops of Dupleix; inclofed on the three tides 
towards the land with a rampart and finall ba&ions, which had 
neither ditch or any other advanced defences ; to the fea it was open, 
hut fein approach on this fide was flanked by the two baftions at the 
extremities. M. D’Eftaigne carefully reconnoitred the walls to the 
utftd, and concluded that the other fide had the feme defence ; and 
not a man m the Fwwsh army knew enough of the place to affert 
the cdntxaiy. T*hfe gamfon of Cuddalore confuted of four com- 
"of i Sep^iV and a'few artafery-men, tinder the command of 
ihrttb an enfign ; who twwe reinfoiced intHe evening 
'$ arrival by 30 Europeans and feme Lafcare fedm Fort 
‘parid. 

There were in tne ton ijo'.frenca prnoners t and on. Mr. 
PEftaigne’s arrival, it was demanded (if him^tn fend in provjfi ons 
for their daily fuftenance during tht to^^disg fiege. Mr. Lrily, 
^\fhe‘d^ nfto his arrival, propefcd'-a oftaference on d&iiftfaft, 

r S§ W tbwdattmafsfent 

' Major Pcdier wen* to saifend nefe 

&y f ‘lt igrond that Cad- • 
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where they were to remain until the fate of Fort St. David (hould 

be decided ;• pu which their own was to. depend. 

• The impatience of Mr. Daily's temper had already fpread $Sfcon- 
tent through the fettlenjent he, was feat to govern. Not findfogp 
the fame means andfwU&esfor nrplitaty operations aS he had bfeen 
accuftomed to in the armies of Europe, he refolded to create them, 
as it were, in fpite of • nature. The different caffs of the Indian re- 
ligion being appropriated* to fpecific and hereditary vocations, many 
of them are entirely prohibited from fervile offices and hard labour ; 
and of thole allotted to fuch occupations, e&ch htfiftabide by that 
alone to which he.was born. The hufSaridmah would be diihonoured 
by employing his mattock excepting in the field he is to fow; and even 
lower races have their diftin&ions, infomuch that the codey, who 
carries a bu'r dea xm x his head, will not cany it on his fhoulder :^ di- 
itin&ions likewife prevail amongff the foldiery, forthe ha$n who 
rides, will not cut . the grafs that is to feed his horfe; nor at this tube 
would the Sepoy dig the trench which was to protect him from, a 
cannon - ba ll-: hence the numerous train of followers and attendants 
which always accompanies a camp in India. Another embarrafiment 
likewife arifes from the wantpfhbrfes proper, for draught, which is but 
ill fupplioi by the feeble bullocks of the country ; nor are fufficient 
nu mbe rs even of them properlytrained to be purchafed oh emergency. 
Excepting in the fiege of. Pohdicherty by Mr. Bofcawen, thefe defers 
had not been much felt in the hoffilities between the two nations, 
becaufe mutual-; and fot fidtd-piwes generally decided z battle ; . ttVo 
of battering cannon, the fate of ai fortrefs : but another warfaretw** 
now to enfue, fox the rcdu&iqn of Fort St. David required a ris0m 
fiege. The htwry w^fcjhRf& 3Vfr. • Lally had obliged thefifftdir 
vifioto tov march againff Cuddalore, , left no time to colled the n«r 
p««ibat-- of coolies «»4 ^attendants in Pondic^eriy ; on 

' S3T *8#*“ .#*• 

#>wn, aln^et^J^om were prefled,* j^dfopfoy- 
ed fo ’^y hp^ itfhenst- and joth^ jennets. 
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the«o»troul of Mr. Lally, reprefented the inconveniencies which 
might arife from alienating the attachment of the natives ; but their 
reoionftrance drew his refentmeht on themfelves, mixed with fuf- 
picions, that they only wifhed to proteft thofe who were fubfervient 
to their own emoluments and advantages in the government.. The 
ftrain of this exertion only diminished th£ efie& ; and the cannon 
and Stores followed So (lowly, that as feon as the troops had taken 
pofieffion of Cuddaiore, Mr. Lally returned toPbodicherry, in order 
to accelerate their arrival by the fame means winch had already been, 
employed with So little fuccefs. 

The Squadron with Mr. IjtSfiche were Six days in working up* 
from Alamparva to die Pondicherry, where they anchored 

onthefucth of May. The troops were immediately landed, and as 


faft as they came on Shore marched off for Fort St. David ; and the 
heavy artillery and ammunition, for want of means by land, were 
embarked, Ro be lanA»d at. the mouth of the river Panar, which lies. 
abqjptA mile to the north of Fort St. David. The park of artillery 
was fermed at the Gardeu-houfe. Mr. Lally returned to Cuddalore 
on the t^dt* and os die enduing nigh* the engineers beganto ereft 
a battery for txvoa 4 pounders, on the north bank of the river of 
BarthipnllTm ; they wexeoaly intended to fire plunging-Shotinto the 
forty bring 1000 yard* diftant from the walls-: nevertheless die 
gttiS&n fired abuitdan tly duringthi# and the Succeeding night to m- 
terropethft work. 

Three confcdriabie rivers, coming from tfae waftword, gain the: 
feain the fpace of four miles within the^ bounds ef Fort St. David ? 
the bed pf the Panar lies, about ifioo yardstothe north of the rivet 


xd^ripapokiEe, and the two. cor n ga tt n ic afo • by a atari which runs 
nearly parallel to, and about i oooyavia dh&anL foam*. die margin of 
the fea. Fbrt St. David foauds in the angle where the canal joins 
the river of Tripapolore ; which paflfeth ckde t9jfojfij)|git face of the 

of when he^oithe^ia 4tikj$gjj)&A cofuritmMtaaiE- 
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fort from the regular approach of trenches on the#uth ; but on the 
weft and north the ground predicated rather more advantage* than ob- 
ftades to an enemy. 

By many additions and improvements Fort StiDavid was now became 
a fortification armed at ail points ; but the original defeft of want of fpace 
in the body of the place ftill remained ; being only 14a jfeet from w. 
to B. and 390 from v. to s. The four baftions at the angles 
each 1 1 guns. The curtains, as well as the baftions, were furnrawfcgt 
by a fauflebray with a brick parapet. The ©tt£-w»rks. ware, a horn- 
work to the north, mounting 34 guns ; two large ravelins, 'one on 
the eaft, the other on the weft ; a ditch round all, which had a cu- 
vette cut along the middle, and was fuppliedwitb water from the river 
of Tripapolore^aht foaipand countnvfcarpr of the dhcb)} jjfaiBfK 
bride ; a broad -covered way excellently palfifadcJ, with««^h»ifH* 
fallen t angles commanding the glacis, and the glacis kfeAfm^fmvkhd 
with well-conftru&ed mines. All thefe works, excepting the home- 
work, were planned by Mr. Robins, but the hem w»rk was railed, 
before his arrival in India with muds ignoranoe and expence, thewhdfc 
being of folid mafonry,* and the -rampart too narrow to^edtrik tbd 
free recoil of the guns. The ground -to the north of the ■fort, in- 
ducted by the ffea, the rivets of Faaar and Triptpokfre, and thefsnal 
which joins them, is a fiat of Ood, rifting in feveral partis into large 
hillocks, which afford good fhetter aguaft the fort. On the edge of 
the canal, 1300 yards to the north of the fort, flood an obfolete re* 
doubt, called Chuckly-point. It was of mafonry, ftpiaie, mounded 
right guns, and in the area were lodgments for the guard; the entrain# 
was a palliiaded gate under an arch, but the redoubt was not -eft* 
doled by a ditch. About apo yards to the right of ibis flood ano- 
ther in ch redoubt, an a faitd-hill called Fttchacee. Four hundred 
yards in the rear of thefe redoubts, was another fand-hiil, much 
laager' than that of Fttchatree $ m which the Dutch had <a fk-Sfory- 
boufe caUcd Thevenapatamt but the hoofe had lately -be# <fe~ 
Mdt^tedi and a fofcme battery wEufive gnus was trifod on the hill. 
In a Hoc on the left «f thfe hfti,-fod on the brink of the canal, 
up « t £ftMray» vdtfc « aartwr Mnpart mil battlements, *Mt 
* i% commanded 
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•commanded a bridge immediately under it, leading over the canal. 
The gnrrilbn in Fort St. David confifted of 1600 natives, Sepoys, 
Lai cars, and Topafles 5619 Europeans, of whom 286 were efle&ive; 
.83 penlioners or infirm ; and 250 were feamen, the crews of the 
Triton and Bridgwater, which had run alhore on the appearance of 
the French fquadron. 

■In tellig ence was obtained on the 15th that the enemy intended on 
the enfuiug night to attack all the polls on the fand ; on which they 
were reinforced, to the number of 80 Europeans and 700 Sepoys. At 
ifun-ifet, the French troops marched from Cuddalore to the garden- 
houfe, and at nine o’clock from thence in three divifions, which halted 
at fome diftance from the canal, waiting the fignal to attack. The 
■divifion on the right was to force and take pofleflion of the gateway 
oppofite to the hill of Thevenapatam ; the center was to ford the ca- 
:nal, anftj)narch againft Chuckley-point ; and the divifion to the left 
eroding the canal where it joins the river Panar, was to come down 
and ftorm Patcharee ; but the center and the left were not to begin 
their attack before the right was engaged. The fignal was made by 
, ; : a rocket at ten o’clock, and at the fame inftant a ftrong fire com- 
menced againft the fort itfelf, from five guns on the ramparts of 
Cuddalore, the two on the battery on the bank of the Bandapollam 
riv^r, and from two heavy mortars on the weft. , This annoyance was 
intended to diftradt the attention of the garrifon, and fucceeded, for 
they returned it with much violence, although with more uncertainty. 
The divifion on the right advancing to the attack of the Thevenapa- 
tam gateway, was unexpectedly flopped by the want of the bridge,' 
which had been destroyed, and the canal hereabouts was not fordable; 
near could the center divifion find the ford they expe&ed. The pdfts 
oa the (and were now alarmed, but the two divifions, neverthelefs, 
ftpodon their ground, waiting for intelligence from the divifion on 
t^e left, which was led by the Count D’Eftaign, who fbdn after 
that lie had cNfSedwith eafe at ther4i*id of the canal*; 

.center. moyed#jp thither, after 

4 wifion conti aq^gSeinbr Ad * gateway, ■ V 

tt^ tbet MdatTheven^m f«m >*ai#ricjrdtng 

They 
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They were both attacked at the fame time with ntatfoei^fufficjent to 
aflaylt ail found at once, and in half an hour both w etc dwrried ; 
two officers and all the Europeans were made prifonen, but moft, 
of the Sepoys ran away. The two divifions together then rnarotod 
again ft the battery on the hill of Thcvenapatam. This Attack com- 
menced at one in the morning, and was refilled with much fpirit 
until three, when the enemy got pofleflion of the battery ; whore* 
likewife, the Europeans were taken, and the r Sepoys cfcaped. The 
fire from the fort deterred the enemy from continuing at Thevena- 
patam ; and they retired to the two points, which th6y fuppojted 
with 400 men, fheltered behind the hillock of Patcharee. None ? of 
the Sepoy a who had fled returned into the fort, but efcaped along the 


fea-lhore acrofs the river Panar. 

At day-light a detachment from the fort took poftehipti of 1 the 
battery again ; on which the enemy immediately reinforced the 
troops at the points with 5 or 600 men, from the camp atthegarden- 
houfe ; which fufficiently indicated another attack on the battery, and to 
avoid it the detachment was prudently recalled, togetherwith the guard 
at the gateway on the canal. At night, the enemy broke ground, car- 
rying on a trench of communication between Chuckley and Patcharpe 
points, and although the exceflive heat of the weather ought to have 
referred this fervice to the night, 'it continued through the two fuc- 
ceeding days* apd by the night of the 1 pth, the work was advanced 
to the hill of Thevenapatam, extending in the whole 800 y^^. 
Five mortars from the weft opened at the fame time as the tre^h^ 
were begun ; .but no cannon were fired excepting trhofe on the 
parts of Cuddalore, from which one foot on the i8th‘kifted Lieu- 
tetfan t Davis, two ferjeants, and Jive black men. On the apth,..tfie 
enfeihy opened another trench leading from the weft fide of the b&l 
Of Thpvenepatam tt> the gateway on the canal, ‘and repa|n^' 
bridge thins ; they likewile eftablithed two twelve pounder^M 
the ruini^ffome fiiheraiitfs huts, on the beach, whi& conSu — 

* 1 the river of TH&polpre from atMting fnjLbarts 

tfee-* lea T fi&je juriif tfewej, Sheltered >frotn‘Bie%ri o y^Jjgp 
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and wtn left to the guard of the artillerymen alone, who being few, 
the garrifon detached 60 Sepoys and fome Europeans at n the 
next day, to attack them; but the Tally only produced a little 
'fkirmifhing. 

By this time, all the black artificers and menials had quitted the 
fort ; and of the whole body of Sepoys, only 200 remained ; the 
want of them laid the ft ram of duty much heavier on the Europeans ; 
of whom little fervice was derived from the Teamen, as not being 
fobjed to the fame controul as the Toldiery. On the 22d, an Eng- 
lifh fhip anchored, and for want of boatmen to carry a letter to her, 
die fort warned her danger by firing (hot at her, on which fhe failed 
out of the road. The enemy continued until the 26th, employed 
in conftru&ing four batteries, and in pufhing on their trenches, 
which they carried from the 'hill of Thevenapatam obliquely to- 
wards the north-eaft angle of the glacis ; during which, the five 
mortars to the weft, and the guns from Cuddalore continued the only 
.annoyance. The fort continued to lavifh away their fire night and 
day on every thing they faw, heard, or fufpe&ed ; by which 20 
•carriages of their own giins were difabled, and the works themfelves 
fhaken. About midnight of the 26th, a battery of feveft guns, ad- 
ded.to that of the five mortars to the weft, was opened, and kept up 
1 conftant fire. The next night fbroe of the Tailors broke open the 
* treafury, not to take the money, but fome arrack, with which they 


got exceeclirqjly drunk, and, according to their regulations, Could 
only be punched by confinement. 

Jty tiu; 30th, the enemy had advanced their trendies to within 
200 yards of the .glacis ; and in the fame, day finished and opened 
<$£ that* other ba&erie? ;one of three guns, with five mortars, againft 


the ang^e of the north weft baftion ; another of fix guns and four 
thehiii of Thevenapatam, focing the front of the horti- 
Wimk j*the third of .four guns, ajbernt me Touth-eaft 

and nearly oppofite *0 of the hptjfh- 
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and (hells of the enemy, that they could barely retun$ J&e {pa# num- 
ber of guns ; and the encreaflng want of powder left non<y4o (pare 
againft the (hot from Cuddalore, and the two guns on the bank of the 
river of Bandapollam. The enemy’s bombs had iikewife ruined the 1 
rtftavoirs and the only well of good water in the fort, aqjd that, 
in the ditch was too brackhh to be drunk. 

All hopes were now turned to the fquadron; the garrifon knew 
by letters, which had efcaped the enemy, of the fuccefs of the late 
engagement, and no conjectures could account for the long delay of 
their return. Mr. Pococke, as foon as he anchored off Sadrafs on* 
the 29th of April, difpatched a boat with advices to Madrafs, ahefc 
requefted, that all the recovered feaipen in die hofpital, and as 
many Lafcars as could bo (pared, might be fent to reftore the lofs 
which had been. fofteinedL About 100 of each were lent the next 
day, the Lafcars by land, the feamen in malToolas. It was fix <hys be- 
fore they got on board ; and on the 7th of May the (guadron weighed ; 
but, proving after three days trial, that they could not advance 
againft the wind and current by working in (hore, they put to lea, 
and in fifteen days got to- windward of Fort St. David, into die lati- 
tude of 9. 30. ; but the wind at this time role £0 ftrong from the 
weft, that the Cumberland could not bear up againft it, without 
eucreafing her leaks fo much, that it became neceffary to let her 
drive ; |nd as the other (hips were obliged to keep her company, the 
fquadron, inftead of reaching Fort St. David, fell to leeward as far 
as Alamparvah, where they anchored on the 26th of May. Heres* 
they obtained no intelligence, for the place belonged to the French** 
who differed no boats to go ofij and thole belonging tp Sup* cannot, 
land through the furf." The wind having abated, the fquadroa- 
weighed anchor again the dime day, and plied to the ihuthwas# 
with the |aftd and lea breezes, which were lb faint, that they Only' 
gained' four leagues in mo days, when on the *8ch they i tilrw t q^ 
the French (quadron at ahehor hi the road 'of Pancfichetopai which* 
had Tiprwift^tha^ ever fines thesf 1 arrival, waking |hfci>«esveiy of* 
thtfr,fi& f»d «*9t8$td, of asedittao s ^ hat, ^principally ■«#? 
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of the Englifh Iquadron fpread no little alarm. Mr. D’Ache im- 
mediately convened a council of his captains* with the governor 
and council of the town, whorelolved, that it was moft expedient for 
.the (hips to remain moored as clofe as poflible to the Aore, that 
they might receive the affiftance of the guns along die {brand ; but this 
refolution was not valid until approved by Mr. Lally; 'who in- 
ftantly went from the camp to Pondicherry, ordering a detachment 
of 400 European* to follow him as fail as they could march. He ar- 
rived otrly in the morning of the 30th, convened the ufual council, 
End tendered the detachment, with the fame number of Sepoys 
and Lafcars, to ierve on board the {hips, and protefted again# the 
difgrace of not meeting the Englifh fquadron in the open fea. 
This reinforcement changed the former refolution. Mr. Lally re- 
turned to the camp in the evening ; and the next day Mr. D’Ache, 
with the eight principal (hips, npijv manned with 3300 men, 
weighed anchor, but, inftead of bearing down on Mr. Pococke, 
who could not work up to him, kept the wind, plying for Fort St. 
David. 

The befiegers during this day kept up an inceflant foe from 21 
pieces of cannon and’ 1 3 mortars, whidh every hour becante fupe- 
rior to that of the fort-, not for want of mounted artillery, but of 
aHltfrankion, of which foch quantities had been laViflied away 
when no adequate effeft could be expe&ed, that the garrifoo was 
obliged to (pare it now, in the hour of need and real ufe. On .the 
fitft of June, the fire continued with filch encreafing fuperiority, 
that' the failort, and even the artillery mep, at times, quitted their ' 
gone. At noon, ’ the French , Iquadrbn were perceived Working, to- 
wards the rds^, wd% the clofe of the evening, the enemy jhad 
ckhritfi $od thgii- trenches terthe foot Of the gfodhK>pp<Sfit!e to the fa- 
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land a great number of men, with whom the : troops on (how 
would make a general afl'ault, which the garrjfon or defences were 
not deemed in a condition to refill. On which. Major Po fier, and 
Mr. Wynch, the temporary governor, thought it neceflary to hold 
a council of war, in wlpch it was unanimoufly decided, that they 
ought to capitulate on the beft terms they could make, and ar ticle s 
were prepared : however, the defence was continued through . the 
night, and until ten the next day, in the foiicitous, but dilap- 
pointed expe&ation of feeing the Englilh fquadron : a flag of truce 
was then hoifted, Major Polier and one of the company’s agents 
went out, and returned at four in the afternoon, with the articles, 
altered by Mr. Lally, which it was agreed to accept. At fix in the 
evening, a company of French grenadiers were admitted into the 
fort, and the garrifbn marched with drums and colours to the foot 
of the glacis, where they grounded their arms, and furrendered 
tliemfelves and their enfigns to the French line drawn up to receive 
them. They were, with all convenient fpeed, conduced to Pondi- 
cherry, where it was ftipulated they lhould remain, until an equal 
number of French prifoners were delivered there, when the Englilh 
were to be lent to Madrafs, or Devi Cotah, at the option of Mr. 


Lally. He rge^ed the propolal, that Fort St, David lhould not be 
demolilhed during fhe war, smd,.inconlequence of inftru&ions from 
France, immediately orierea sdl the fortifications to be razed to the 
ground. The Frencholfcpetti on cwtemplating the works, were 
furprized at tlje facility of their conqueft, not having loft twenty 
then by the fire of the fdac although more by ficknefs, and tbs 
ftrokes hf <hs /The French fquadron, anchored 

in the -3^c»a|4- .Mr-.O* Ach£ landed 

j yth Mr.Lallv. weighed anchor on the 4th, 
and-ft^m cruke-off of Ceylon, 

confifted of *509 £uMB*ns v 
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I 7 S?‘ natic, to a fourth of their ordinary guards ; and had ffccdled the 
‘ wKoTEe garrifon of Seringham, having agreed to deliver over this 

June * place to the brother of Hydefnaig, who arrived with a party of 
Myforeans from Dindigul, and took pofleffion of it on the 1 7th of 
May, when the French troops marched away for Fort St. David. 
They confided of 100 Europeans and 1500 Sepoys : but one half 
of the Sepoys deferted on the road, for fear of the unulual fervices 
to which they heard thofe in the camp were applied : having for 
tke firft time been employed in throwing up earth in the trenches ; 
on which the red, with the Europeans, were ordered to halt at 
Chilambarum, where they were joined during the fiege by 200 
Europeans from the camp. This force was intended to fuccour 
Karical, in cafe the Englifh fquadron fhould make a defeent there. 
As fbon as Fort St. David capitulated, Mr. D’Eftaign was detached, 
with fome more troops and cannons to join, and proceed with 
them againft Devi Cotah ; but this oflRer, on good intelligence, left 
’ the cannon at Chilambrum, and on the 4th appeared with the troops 
before Devi Cotah, which the garrifon abandoned on his approach. 
It confifted of 30 Europeans, and. 600 Sepoys ; they marched away 
through the Tanjore country to Tritchinopoly. 

As foon as Devi Cotah was taken, the army returned with all 
expedition from Fort St. David to Pondicherry, and on the evening 
of the 7th, Mr. Lally made .a triumphant entry, which had been 
concerted, into the town, and proceeded tp a magnificent Te Deufa 
which was followed by a fomptupus entertainment ; imniediafJcJjr 
after which, he. renewed his bickerings with Mr. Deleyrit and the 
Council, becaufe the public trealure WtS afanpft exhauftedj dot 
without accufatipns that they had jfive rted’it to- their Own; emolu- 
ments. 


The Engliih .fquadron law the Fretjwch fct lfail feon* She teadof 
Pondicherry ; but, ' kept back by thp 
“k***"' ‘Blind, and feli to leewtf^-'a^n 
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five days confumption of water on board : and the only port to the 
fouthward, where it could be fupplied with fufficietit expedition, 
was the Dutch fettlement of Negapatam ; which, being 160 miles 
to windward, they were not likely to reach in lefs than 10 day's ; 
Mr, Pococke, therefore, bore away, and anchored the next day in 
the road of Madraf6. 

Abdulwahab, the Nabob’s brother, on the return of his troops 
from Terpatore, where Armetrow was killed in February, had pa- 
raded them again about Chandergherry in the fame hopes as before 
of intimidating the renter of Tripetti ; but, ftill continuing him- 
felf afraid of the Englifh Sepoys ftationed at Trepaffore, refrained 
from hoftilitiee, and tried profers of money, which the renters re- 
fufed, and advifed him to a reconciliation with his brother. Ti e 
poffeflion of Tripetti had always been the objedt of every adven- 
turer who faw any chance of fuccefs ; becaufe its revenue, equal to 
30,000 pounds a year, arifmg from the contributions of devotion, 
is always more certain than that of any harveft in the Carnatic ; 
and the acquifition was foon after attempted with more earneftnefs 
t han the fchemes of Abdulwahab. Before the departure of Bala- 
ventrow from the country of Cudapah, two officers of diftindtion, 
named Ragava cherry and Balakiffen Sauftry, arrived with a com- 
miffion from Balagerqw, to fuperintend the chout or tribute to the 
jyjorratoes from the Carnatic ;, : in confequence of which they aflted 
Balaventrow for a body of troops to prqceed by military execution. 
He refufed, alledging, that he had already fettled this bufinefs with 
the Nabob, of Arcojt, who had given no new occafion of offence ; 
and oh his departure to Sirpi, inftrudted his fucceffor not to permit 
qpy hoftilities. The two officers, difappointed, levied 500 horfe! 
and f 0.0Q foot,, of thofe who had been in the fervice of the late Na- 
Cp<Up&» . *>PJ 5 di^amjed after his death ; and proceeded with 
tberaite the Country of the Polygar of Mattavar,^ which extends 
along ri^?r to the. N.w. of the diflridis ^of Tripetti, 

^ iWt A t itfelf between, the counties of D&herla Venta-' 

'^y Najgje, aid as % M a P afsin the 'moun- 
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pqgpda. The renter polled 7 or 800 peons in the pals, who kept the ad* 
venturers and their force at bay, although joined by the troops of Mat* 
tavar, until the beginning of May ; when they forced their way 
through; and, on the 5th, attacked the town of Tripetti, where 
the renter flood his ground, with only 300 Sepoys and 500 Peons ; 
but had focured them under the cover o£%arden-walls from the im- 
preffion of the enemy's horfe, when Ragavacherry expoling himfelf 
intemperately in endeavouring to encourage them, was foot dead, on 
which all his followers ran away, although only 10 men, befides 
himfelf, had been killed : he fell near the place where Mahomed 
Comaul was killed, five years before, in the fame attempt. 

This was the only event of any rifque, which had happened in 
the Nabob’s territory, fince the arrival of Mr. Lally ; for the great 
draughts of men which had been made from the French forts on 
the frontier to carry on the liege of St. David, had reduced their 
gairifons to the incapacity of attempting any thing beyond tranfi- 
tory excurfions to plunder. But the Englifo prefidency now con- 
cluding that the French army would march againft Madrafs imme- 
diately after their fuqcefs at St. David, delayed no longer to give 
their final orders for the retreat of their own garrifons with 
the dependant out-guards, from Carangoly, Chinglapet, Conje- 
veram, Covrepauk, and Arcot, which had previoully lent in their 


artillery and ftores, referring only as .’much mufket-ammunition as 
was necefTary for the march. Arcot and Covrepauk were delivered 
to the Nabob’s troops, of which a body were remaining in the dty ; 
Conjeveram and Chinglapet to the peons of ’ the refpeftive renters ; 
and the partizan Murzafabeg, leaving only a lew of his men in 
Trivatore, went with the reft into Carangoly. The Englifo garri- 


fons haying united at Chinglapet, came together on the 7th of 
Jfine, the' day after the return of the Iquadron : they amounted to 
HjjbjEuropeans and 2000 Sepoys ; but the garrifbna of Pondamelee 
confiding only of Sepoys, wire hot withdrawn; 
beewfe they protefted a valuable diftri&from die incurfionsof thkf 
adj^ceiif Poiygars, and might sfl: all tirfiej' ^fetire to Madrafs, before 
anydetachmeat from the French ftationion the' other fide-tiFjtfbe 
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Paliar, could arrive to. cut off their retreat. Frequent debates had 
been, held in the council concerning the expediency of withdraw ing 
the garrifon of Tritchinopoly, which it was refol ved to'pbftpone 
until the laft extremity ; but in the interval the commandant Ma- 
homed Iffoof was ordered, after leaving a fufficient force in Paiam- 
cotah, to move towards Madura, and even to march to Tritchinopoly 
itfelf on the firft fummons from Captain Calliaud. * This officer, on 
the 1 6th of May, the day after the French garrifon had quitted the 
pagoda of Seringham to the Myforeans, fummoned them to fur- : 
render it, and detached his fecond, Captain Jofeph Smith, with a 
party, to take poft in Jumbakiftna. The Myforeans replied by 
firing cannon from Seringham againft this place, which were 
anfwered the next day by a bombardment from two mortars ; and in 
the enfuing night they abandoned Seringham, leaving a confiderable 
quantity of military ftores, and eight pieces of cannon, which the 
French had left to them : they returned from whence they came, to 
Dindigul. Calliaud immediately took pofteffion of the pagoda, and 
garrifoned it with 500 Sepoys. 

Mr. Lally, notwithftanding his wrangles, confulted Mr. Deleyrit 
and the jei'uit Lavaur concerning the future operations of the field. 
Madrafs feemed the immediate and moft important temptation ; for, 
notwithftanding the utmoft exertions, many of the effential parts of 
its fortifications ftill remained incompleat ; and the defence of Fort 
St. David had raifed in Mr. Lally a contemptible opinion of the 
Englifh troops in India: but Pondicheriy could not immediately fur« 
nifh money to fupport the campaign, nor means to tranfport by 
land the vaft quantity of artillery and ftores neceflary for the fiege, 
which could not be conveyed with any certainty in the fhips of the 
French fquadron, whilft the Englifh kept the fea. The Nabob’s 
country to the north of Chittapett and Vandiwafh, by the retreat of 
the Englifh garrifons, prefented a much eafier conqueft^ and/the 
chance of no inconfiderable revenue, with the advantage of preffing ■ 
Madfaft* kfelfby a variety of diftrefles; but Mr. Lally eould nbtf 
brook die flow, although certain means of colle&ing money, which 
Would have arifen from this expedition. Yielding therefore to the 
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advice of father Lavaur, he preferred another, from which they ex«. 
to get more, with equal eafe, in a inych Ihorter time* 

< The king of Tanjore, when befieged by the arn^y pf Murzafajing 
and Chundafaheb with the French troops in 1751, 'had compounded 
the arrears of his tribute, and had given Chundafaheb a bond for 
5,600,000 rupees, before the approach of Nazirjing’s army obliged 
them to retreat out qf his country the bond was in the pofleffion 
of the government of Pondicherry ; and an incident in the capture 
of Foft St. David concurred to fuggeft the expediency of marching 
into the Tanjore country, and demanding this money fword in hand. 
The French had found in Fort St. David a prifoner of greater con- 
fequence than they expected : his name was Gatica : he was uncle 
to the depofed king of Tanjore, whofe pretentions the English af- 
ferted in 1 749, when they entered the country, and took Devi Cotah. 
The king then and now reigning, when he ceded this place to them 
in propriety, ftipulated by a fecret article, that they fliould prevent 
this pretender from giving him any moleftation in future ; to enfure 
which, it was neceflary to fecure his perfon ; but he withdrew him- 
felf out of their reach ; however, being in pofleffion of his uncle, who 
Was the leading man of the party, and had entirely managed his 
qephew, they detained him a prifoner, but under an eafy confine- 
ment, within the fort, where he remained until fated by the fall of 
the place to be employed by the French, with the fame views as 
nine years before by the English : and Gatica was now produced at 
Pondicherry with much oftentatiou and ceremony, in order to excite 
the apprehenfions of the king, that the pretender himfelf would ap- 
pear and accompany the French army, whon^ neverthelefs they did 
riot proclaim in hip ftead. 

How much foever Mr. Laliy agreed in the preference of this ex- 
pedition, be differed even to animofity both with Mr. Deleyrit and 
the Jefuit ^ another meafurp of fliU greater importance. He .had 
bkfl^ght from France the ftrpngeft prejudices agaijafl: the character of 
whom he believed to have contiujfaJly amufed his na^oji 
phfdtoms of public utility an£ danger, ..in or^er to ieci^e the 
-cphtinnan^qtqf ,.hjs fcitipq, in which fye was iupppipd_ to al- 
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ready gained an immenffe fortune : a few days after he la^jjded, he 
. hadfent the Marquis of Conflans to aSt as fecond in the' wmy of 
the Decan ; but now, thinking that the capture of Fort St. David; 
had eftablifhed his own reputation beyond the imputation of jealouly, 
he difpatched a letter to Mr. Bufly, to come without delay to Pondi- 
cherry, pretending that he wanted his advice ; and, fufpicious of the 
intimacy which had always fubfifted between Moracin and Mr. Bufly, 
he likewife, and on the fame pretence, recalled Moracin from the 
government of Mafulipatam. 

Six hundred men of Mr. Lally’s regiment, with 200 Sepoys* 
under the command of Mr. Soupire, formed a camp of obfervation 
between Alamparva and Pondicherry : only 30 able, with the in- 
valids of the army, were to be left in the town ; and, to calm foe 
apprehenfions which were entertained by the inhabitants, of a fuddeti 
defcent from the Englilh fquadron, it was refolved to recall their 
own under the walls. The injunction reached Mr D’Ach6 off 
Karical on the 1 6th ; and he anchored the next day in the road of 
Pondicherry. On the 1 8 th Mr. Lally took the field, but, as before* 
unprovided with the neceflary attendants, bullock-men, and market- 
people ; for the unufual compulfions, which had been pra&iled 
during the fiege of Fort St. David, deterred the natives of fuch oc- 
cupations from engaging in the fervices of the camp ; and the in- 
habitants of foe country removed their cattle, from dread of the 
Huflars, whp had been permitted to drive in what were neceflary 
for the vi&ualing of the army, without paying the value. The 
march between Pondicherry and Karical, where the troops were td 
rendezvous, is interfered by no lefs than fixteen rivers ; fix before 
you arrive at the. Coleroon, which are generally fordable, excepting 
by fo<H rain®; but the Coleroon is never lo ; the 1 others, as all in the 
klngdbm of Tanjttre, are arms of the Caveri, molt of which sutai' 
the foa change their extenfivefurfaces on beds of fand into deep chan- 
nels of mod, Which, even when fordable, cannot be entered without 
jjftt&ii tbil afid hfdubfe ; to avoid Which, fuch of the heaty artflfeiy, and 
dflmbfoub fibres as Were not fd Bb lupplied at Karicaf, were lent in/ 
two vfel&to bjr fea. NbHrifoftand&g this relief, foe troops gamed 
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their way with much inconvenience. The regiment of Lorrain left 
their tents at Cuddalore, for want of bullocks and coolies to carry 
them. The whole army had been 1 2 hours without food when they 
'arrived at Devi Cotah, and, contrary to their expectation, found none 
there excepting paddy, which is the grain of rice before it is diverted 
of its hulk, in which ftate it is only fit for the food of cattle ; but 
the operation is tedious, and requires the implements uled by the 
natives; and the foldiers, hungry and fatigued, having fearched the 
huts in the fort for other victuals without finding any, fet fire to 
them, which was with much difficulty prevented from catching two 
magazines of gunpowder. 

The troops, after feven days march, arrived at Karical on the 25th. 
The diftance from Pondicherry, although only 7 5 miles in the direCt 
line, is 100 by the road ; and- here, for the firft time during the 
march, they got a regular meal. Here a bramin, fent by the king 
of Tanjore with propofals, was waiting for Mr. Lally, who fent him 
back with his own, demanding immediate payment of the five mil- 
lions and fix hundred thoufand rupees, with all the interert : and; to 
convince the king that he would derive no benefit from the ufoal 
delays and prevarications of Indian negotiations, he immediately 
fent forward a detachment to take pofleffion of the opulent town of 
Nagore. 

This place is fituated on a river about four miles to.the north of 
Negapatam, and carries on a very confiderable commerce ; but the 
merchants had removed their money and jewels, and offered little for 
the redemption of their warehoufes ; on which Mr. Lally farmed 
out the plunder and ranfom of the town for 200,000 rupees to Fifcher 
the commander of the French huffars, rtipulating, that, if the profit 
exceeded 100,000 rupees, a proportional addition was to be made to 


the public fond. Hitherto the conduct of Mr. Lally had been free 
fitJ*n the reproach of thofe pecuniary views, which lie continually 
without diftindlion to every one in the fervice of the FietycjjEt 
Ctaopij^&hut this agreement gave them no flight pretence to 
ppcuUtiosii^p himfelf, as going fhares with Fifcher ih the.pfofl^Sf 
Nagore. WhUft tins bufiads wastrwfa&ing, he appbf^lpfhe 
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Dutch government at Negapatam to fupply his wants of money, 
ammunition, and provifions ; who, awed hy his force, fufji&hed him 
with 20,000 pounds weight of gunpowder, and promifetnro affift His 
commiflaries in ,purchafing whatfoever their territory could fupplyf 
hut declared themfelves unable to lend any money,' not Having 
enough for their pwn ufe. The Danifti fettlement' of Tran^Uebaf, 
from the fame dread of his violences, promifed the fame aflittanCeS, 
and furnifhed fix fmall field-pieces with 10,000 weight of gun-powder. 

The army marched from Nagore on the 28th, and, having pro- 
ceeded fix miles, halted at a confiderable pagoda called Kiveloor ; 
where Mr. Lally, believing the report of thofe who meant' only to 
pleafe him, imagined the bramins to be very rich, and that the 
images they worfhipped were of gold ; in this perfuafion, he ranfacked 
and dug the houfes, dragged the tanks, and took the idols out of the 
chapels, but no treafures were found ; and the idols proved to He 
only of brafs. The hramin returning from the king met.Mr. tally 
at Kiveloor, and offered the ufual complimentary prefents, but cio 
terms of accommodation adequate to Mr. Lally’s expectations, who 
therefore diftriified him without accepting the prefents, and the next 
day marched ten miles farther to Trivalore, where ftan'ds the mow 
famous pagoda in the country. Here the army found as much paddy 
bj rl up in granaries as would have fupplied them with rice for three 
rnnnrhg, butibr want of the means to beat it out, could fcarcely pro- 
cure from it fufficient for the meal of the day. All the bramins had 
abandoned the pagoda, but fame were afterwards difcovered prying 
and afking queftions in the camp, probably from anxiety concern- 
ing - their temples and divinities ; but Mr. Lally judged them to be 
fp j »' $ e mpl oyed by the king, and rafhly ordered fix of them to be exe- 
cuted^ wjio were blown off from the muzzles of the field-pieces. 

As foon as theF/ench troops arrived at Karikal, the general Mo- 
pajtjftp advanced from the city of Tanjore and enca 3 
Julies of ^ rivalore, with 2500 horfe, and 5000 Sep6y$ anciptmed as 
vrejB m jhey • could. . be without the direction of Europe! 
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TpOffunan, and even from the two Moravars, although he was 
Stt^his' very time in enmity with all the three Polygars. The 
prelidency and the Nabob were in no condition to lend any affi- 
ance from the Carnatic, but they authorized Captain Calliaud to 
aft as occafion might require from Tritchinopoly, where the 
commandant Mahomed Ifloof, in obedience to' the orders lent to 
him on the firft appearance of the French fquadron, arrived on the 


1 6th of June with 2000 Sepoys from the Tinivelly country. This 
reinforcement enabled Calliaud to fuccour the king without 
too much impairing his own garrifon ; but the continual and au- 
thentic intelligence which he obtained of the duplicity of the king’s 
councils, created no little perplexity in the option between fending 
fuccoUrs which might be betrayed to the enemy : or by with-holding 
them give the king a pretext to make terms with them, which in 
this conjunfture mull be dangerous to the Englifh affairs : he how- 
ever* at all zifques, as foon as he heard the French army were in 
motion from Nagore, detached 500 Sepoys with 10 European ar- 
tiilery-men, andjooColleries collefted from the neighbouring Poly- 
gars dependant on Tritchinopoly, deeming this reinforcement in 
the prefect inftant fufficient to keep up the king’s hope of more 
and waiting to aflift him hereafter, according to his condtift with the 
Qaexny, which he caufed to be narrowly watched. Thecxhor- 
tatipns of the prelidency had likewile induced Tondiman and the 
two 'Moravars to fulpend their refentments fo far as to let then* 


Cotieries alfo take fervice with the king, who hired 4000 of them ; 
and they were fent, as they arrived, to Monacjee's camp, as were 
afterwards thofe fupplied by Calliaud. The French army remained 
at Trivalore .until the 12th of July, during which their cavalry 
fwept the country round of all the cattle, of which Mr. Lally fent 
large droves to be fold at the towns on the &a-coafl ; which pre- 


caution was. imputed to him as a projeft of private gain j but not 
got by it, for Monacjee had detached his Celeries to 
' nBB^ M^ jtbe'tear of the French army, who- cut 'off evwyf 
and from ‘the camp- with' fleudgr 
gptat numbers of this cattle, which they too <te(fvd'fW^-y’ski 
fold for the lowed prices to any who would buy them. tf&#6vez^ 
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fome of the Colleries were killed, and all who were, I 
Mr. Laity ordered to be linked t© draw the guns,’ Which’ 
the others from repeating their attacks, wherever booty erf 

even from infulting the camp itfelf every nighr with their TO&etJT 
On the 24th, the army came in fight of Monacjee’s, drawn tip Af 
good order behind a water-courfe, from which the Tanjorin|$j were 
foon driven by the fire of the French aftilleiy, and retreated towards 
the city, but ftill continued without the walls. 

The French army arrived within fix miles of the city on the 18th 
in the morning, when a meffage was received from the king, de- 
firing a conference with perlons authorized to treat ; on which Mr. 
Laity halted the army, and fent in a captain, Maudave, and a 
Jefuit, St. Eftevan. They ip lifted on the firft demand of 5,600,000 
rupees, with the intereft : the king offered ^oo\ooO : the deputies re-* 
turned, and were fent back again with the demand of one million-in 
money, 600 bullocks for the carriage of the artillery and ftores, and 
10,000 pounds weight of gunpowder ; but this article the deputies 
wifely agreed to fupprefs, as expofing the diftrefs of the army : the king 
feemed inclined to add fomething to his firft offer of money, but laid, 
that the fiipply or fale of beeves to thofe of a different religion waa 
contrary to his own ; the deputies returned again to the camp, and 
the next morning to the city, with pofitive orders to infift on the 
gunpowder, which when they propofed to Monacjee^in a conference 
before they were to vifit the king, he exclaimed with indignation, 
that all negotiation was at an end, and that he lhould not introduce 
to his mafter men who were only fent to infult him. The deputies 
returned without delay to the camp, which immediately moved, and 
hj, the evening took poflefiion of the pettah, or fuburbs, which at 
fbyi f frwy extended along the eaftern fide of the city ; the artillery, 
of which only two ’ were batterin|' cannoj^ and the cohdihs and 
hewfcsef, for the army had brought no mortars, firtd ’Airing the 
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ispsaaent was therefore font to bring up three twenty-four pounders 
from Karkal, which were all that this place could (pare, and 
the two veflels laden with the cannon and mortars from Pondi- 
cherry were frill far to leeward : foveral other detachments, which 
all together employed half the infantry and all the cavalry of the 
army, were at the fame time font abroad to bring in the cattle of 
the adjacent country ; and a body of Colleries, who had probably 
deforted from the Tanjorines, were iikewifo hired for the lame em- 
ployment. The abundance was much greater than the coniump- 
tion ; and the furplus were driven away as before to be fold on the 
foa-coafL The vaft detriment which the country was likely to fuffer 
by the continuance of thefo deflations induced the king to renew 
the negotiation on the 2 2d, and the next day he paid 50,000 rupees; 
and the jefuit St. Efrevan, with Kenedy a lieutenant-colonel, were 
font to remain as hofrages for the re-payment of the money, in cafe 
a treaty ihould not be concluded, and hoftiHties be renewed. But 
the CoUeries in the,French army could not be retrained from con- 
tinuing their depredations, which the Tanjorine horfe revenged, by 
giving no quarter to any they fell in with : quarrels Bkewife en- 
tiled with the market people and dealers, who, with the king's per- 
mjfrton, came from the city to foil provifions and other neeetfaries 
in the camp ; and the difcufrions of thefo broils and violences in- 
terrupted the more important negotiation until the arrival of the 
three pifpes of cannon from Karkal, which came up on the 29th ; 
and MS. L&iiy^higing at this rime received intelligence, that the 
ling was piilwffi tne Englifh at Trkchinopoly to Tend another and 
frronger remfcpcemcnt. refolved to renew hoftilities, although Ids 
hofrages fr&Temahied in the power of the king* wbo.lfirightened by 
the arrivafof the cannon, conferred in earneft, and concluded the 
treaty, of whi c h the tends were founded on Mr. Lally*s declarations^ 
he intended to march immediately from Tanjore againft Trifch* 
for which fervke the ling agreed to lend 300 df las hd$ 
IlMfe, tofrfrmfli two cophes and mattock-men, and to £xtpffy Wt 
ptovifions during the frqge? 4 o deliver two 
littages, and to give in saftoey 500,066 rupees, of wfaitix 

were 
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were to be paid as foot! as the army removed too. m$ss 
jorfi, 1 50,000 were to be lent with the two French he 
as Jt arrived before Trite hinopoly, and the remaining 
to be paid after the liege, when the king’s heritages were t* bfeitts*. 
rendered, and the cavaliy returned. The contingencies involved in 
thefe terms lhewed, that neither fide had much expectation ' the ir 
would be compleatly executed, and Mr. Lally Teems to have accented 
them, only becaufe he thould get lome money in hand ; the king 
becaule” Tome chance might Tave the reiL Two hundred of the 
coolies were Tent to the camp during the difeuflion of the arables, 
which were not intirely adjufted until late in the evening of the 
31ft, when Mr. Dubois the commiflary of the army, who had con- 
ducted the negotiation in the city, returned to the camp, accom- 
panied by the two Tanjorine hoftages, and 40 of the cavalry, beic^ 
all, it was faid, who were immediately ready; the delay of the reft con- 
firmed Mr. Lally in his fufpicions that the king meant only to anulfe 
him, and induced him to lhut up thofe who were come in a pagoda 
near the encampment ; they not knowing what to fulpeA from this 
treatment, dreaded the worft, and fent information to the city, in 
conference of which the king Hopped the reft of the cavalry ; and 
lids coolies in the camp being frightened by the rumours concerning 
the horfemen in the -pagoda, run away in the night. The next 
morning Mr. Lally lent Dubois to .reproach the king and Ma- 
nage® for their fuppdfed breach of faith, who retorted their own 
fufpicions, and this altercation producing the real ftate of tbemif- 
takes, Dubois preferred to bring back one of the Tanjorine hoftages 
as a con viftion of fecurity to the cavalry which had remained be- 
iftiidL Who were then to proceed to the camp. But Mr. . Lally re- 
gaatiffTtfib ffipulaftan .as sin indignity; and a confirmation of the 
mfin oerity, and Tummoned^ his council of ww,urtwybon- 
3 y tp his exposition were amammoufty of opinion .jjjjbst,' no 
dd be had on any jMxrfeffions of peace, sd4 ‘ 
to lttack the city without delay, and with ’ 
in confequence of this reTolution, Mr* Lally w tau s' 


to sdbnd Kenedy, ordering him to denounce the ntmoft vengeance- 
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i* 1 y on the country and city of Tanjore, but like wife on the 
and his whole family, whom he threatened to carry as Haves to 
ihe iflaad of Mauritius. In : the evening the army moved from the 
fuburbs, and formed a regular camp about a mile and a half to the 
feuth-eaft of the town. 

The expreflions in Mr. Lally’s letter to Kenedy, determined the 
king, who had hitherto flu&uated in irrefolution, to defepd himfelf 
to Extremity, and he now repeated his felicitations with the utmoli 
4 jarneftnefs for afliftance from Tritchinopoly. Captain Calliaud, by 
the accounts he continually received of the king’s negotiations, had 
hitherto thought it unfafe to truft any more troops in his power, whilft 
m yj ct yg engagements to afiift the French in the reduction of Tritchi- 
- nopoly : but, being convinced by this laft rupture, that he had re- 
nounced all defigns of accord orTeconciliation with them, detached on 
the 6th of Auguft 500 of his beft Sepoys, with two excellent ferjeants 
27 cannoneers, who in order to avoid the encounter of the 
French troops, proceeded in a round-about road along the bank of 
die Coleroon. 

A deep water-courfe, running within 400 yards parallel to the 
feuth fide of the city, furnifhing a much more commodious trench 
any which are opened in fieges, determined Mr. Lally to make 
thpattack under the advantage of this cover. The fouth face of the city 
is much the narroweftafpeft, extending only 480 yards. Two batteries 
were ere&ed on the nether edge of the water-courfe, the one of three 
guns oppofite to the middle of the face, but turned to breach between 
the cavalier of the taftern angle and the next tower. The otheiy pf 
two guns, was too yards to the right. 

Both ppened on the zdofAuguft, It was the yth in eyejang^alter 
five days firing, before the batteries had produced i a breach fix feet Vide : 
but by.i^is time fliere renruned only 1 jo charges of pow'dcrfbr die 
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from which any Could be procured throughthe perpetual intCtsrupUons 
of the Tanjorin'e Cavalry and colleries, precluded the hopes fey im- 
mediate fupplies. On the 8 th in the morning advices werffTeeeived, 
that another engagement had pafied between the two fqmdrons* knw 
mediately lifter which, the Englifh anchored before Karical, where 
they were threatening a defcent ; but that no tidings had been obtained 
concerning the French fquadron fince the fight. This intelligence ag- 
gravated the general anxiety, as the diftrefles of the army in their 
prefent fituation, could only be relieved from. Karical;. and, Mr. 
Lally defpairiqg of fucceeding in the affault of the breach, fummon- 
ed his council of war, in which, of t a officers .10 were of opinion to 
raife the fiege ; but two, Saubinet, and Mr. D’Eftaigne, advifed the 
immediate afiimlt, the fuccefs of which appeared to D’Eftaigne irW 
dubitable ; who added,' that the city would furniih more a amim fa 
tion than would be expended in the ftorm, and that he hdd no apH- 
prehenfions the Englilh would make a defcent upon. Karical, whilft 
the French fquadron kept the fea. Doubtlefs both D’Eftaigne Mid 
Saubinet knew the ditch was fordable, when they advifed the aflauit; 
otherwife, in the ftate we have known it fince, the approach would 
have been utterly imprafticable. In confequence of the refolution 
to retreat, the fick and wounded were fent away on the fame day 
under the efcort of 150 Europeans, and difpofitions were made 
to : decamp on the night of the enfuing.day, which was the 10th of 
the month; in the mean time the guns in the batteries w ere fired 
every now and then, in order to keep the garrifon in atfre. 

, Monacjee icon received intelligence of the refolution to. raife the 
fiege, and imputed it to defporidency ; the detachment from Tritr 
ch in opoiy arrive in the middle of the fame night, and he propafed 
xi^.they fhould march immediately , with his own . troops to attack 
tli'foench camp by furprwe, coaformably to a fcheiiie for which 
hr had taken meafures ; but they were lb much fatigued, that Wder 
fi^red^enrerprize for *4. hours, until the morning, ojf tfce' 1,0th,. 
btdh me punp received no intelligence of this defign^ bq^ 
negligence and fecurjty, as before anenemy they : 
,. : a»dt fuppoftd: editing their retreat top.inuch to intern* 
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AH*f‘Aiidniglit 4000 cavalry, lad by Monacjee fcinofelf, the two de- 
tJJ&rtwntj frcttn Tritchinopoly, confifting of 1000 Sepoys and 50 
Europeans, with 5000 of the king's Sepoys, and all the CoUeries, 
-marched out of the city, and keeping at a fufficient difiance, armed 
at the different pods from which they were to make their attacks, and 
iemained in them, tmdifeovered. At -the firft dawnofday, 50 horfe- 
men appeared advancing, as from the city, at a leifhrety pace, to- 
wards the camp v they were challenged by the advanced guard, and 
find they were come to offer their fervice to the French general, to 


whom they requefted to be conda&ed ; and no danger being appre- 
hended from their number, a . party from the guard accompanied them 
towards Mr- XaUiy’s quarters, who dept in a choultry about half a fnile 
m the* tear, but to the left of the camp. When within 100 yards, 
the troop halted and their leader Went forward, and Mr.Lally having 
perceivdd their ar ri val, arofe arid -tame out of the choultry to fpeak to 
Him ; ’ but before they met, ona^pthe horfemen, who it is fuppofod 
Was intoxicated with opium, left his rank, and galloped up to a tum- 
bril arfome drfhmce, into which he fired hispiftol, and a fpark of 
fhe wad blewitup and the man ; tberipiofiav gave the alarm through 
the -camp ; said the guard at the chonhry, which amfifled of 50 
ttvta,immedia£ely advanced to protect Mr. Lally. Inthefiane inftant 
thecaptain' of the troop, who had not difinounted, pufhed forward toe 
Wards him, and made a cut at his head with his feymetar, which 
Mir. LaHy parried 1 with his flick, and a Coffree forvant who attended 
him fhot th eTsnjwiae dead with a piftol ; the whole troop hadnaw&C 
toff at foll-gallop to charge the guard, who received diem in regular 
order, tod With afiifeef fuch execution as floptall except two or 

bJf' in the fecond fureof the guardputtham 

the utmbft precipitation"; and taeft-erthem ffaliryefl 
a,tank; wHch they £d not pefceive'-fiifie'ptt &igh- to avoid $ ifpit 
" it, We left dead in the Space .dh&ty yards { 

trampled dowfrand fhinned‘irithe 
were killed.' WhilfttKe ffriops in the .camp 
x tihg. 
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ting under arm« and expecting a genera! attack from the quarter 
where the firfjt alarm had been given, the great body of^olleries 
wete difcovered advancing with their lances and rockets La the rear, 
3000 horfe at the fame time in the front, and the whole body mi 
Sepoys, with iqoo more horfe on the right: much eonfufion and 
trepidation prevailed in every part of the camp for near an hour, but 
the troops were recalled to their wonted fteadinefs and discipline, by 
the example and activity of Saubinet and the Count D’Eftaigne : the 
English Sepoys penetrated amongfl the tents, ?nd had fei^ed three 
field-pieces, which they were obliged to abandon, after having 75 
of their body killed and wounded in endeavouring to carry them o£Tt 
they, however, brought away an elephant and two camel?. The 
French fuppofe that 400 of the enemy Were killed, and allow their 
own lofs to be no more than 10, which is improbable. It does not 
appear that any attack was made on the two batteries in the .watery 
courfje, although it fhould feem that th«T troops on duty -there were 
the moft expofed. 

As foon as the Tanjorines had retired, the French army continued 
their preparations to decamp during the enfuing night ; and, fop 
want of draft and carriage-bullocks, fpiked and difmounted the five 
pieces of battering cannon, threw the fhot into wells, and deftroyed 
as much of the baggage as time and means permitted. At midnight 
the .whole were in motion, marching in two line?, with an interval 
between, which was occupied by palancpiips, baggage, .tutnbrills, and 
other carriages ; two field-pieces were in the front, rev, aM on each 
fide of the lines. Mongcjee, with all his cavalry apd a large body qf 
Sepoys, was abroad, and feveral times obliged the march to halt, 
and recur to their field-pieces ; the Coheries threw rpc^S^ W-dif’ 
appealed at the approach qf day. But the : refi of the Ta-njoriue 
continued, as-dyring the night, *0 follow and hover. *0^ until 
noon; when theFrench troop? arrived and halted at Coyiipnii, ,1 1 f Jfiles 
from Tmjore : the road was without a finely pond <?r until 

they, earner the town ; when noting cpuld withvhql^thjp troops and 
0/ .the Atw fcpiu breaking their ranks , and re&aint? to gvp 
Iftpjirll water they faw. The next day they reached ( T nvalore ; this 
march was ao miles, and more fatiguing than the former, having two 
Von. D. U u rivers 


»ti 
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1758* rivers to pafs, over which the artillery and carriages were’ t ranfported 

Angfcftf widt much difficulty ; but the enemy, inftead of taking the advantage, 
discontinued the purfuit before they arrived at the firft: during the 
.whole march the troops had no other food than the coco-nuts they 
gathered on the way, of which many got none; however, they found 
at Trivalore fome provifions fent from Karical *, but all were fo ex- 
hausted and fatigued, that they could not proceed any farther until 
they had been allowed three days refreshment and repole. On the 
road Mr. Lally received information that the French Squadron was at 
Pondicheriy, and that Mr. D’Achl had fignified to the council there 
his determination to return without delay to the Iile of France ; on 
which he immediately difpatched the Count D’Eftaigne with the 
ftrongeft remonDrances to Slop him. On the 1 8th the army arrived 
at Karical, and law the English Squadron at anchor off the mouth of 
the river. 

Many wants and infufficient means had detained the fquadron near 
right weeks in the road of Madrafs after their unfuccefsful endea- 
vours to reach Fort St. David during the Siege. On the third of 
July, three of the company’s Ships arrived in the road ; they had 
ldt England in the preceding year, but not arriving in the bay, un- 
til the northern monloon was fetting In, proceeded to Bengal ; from 
whence they were dilpatched in April with money, merchandize, 
and ftore$, but without any of the recruits they brought from Eng- 
land, or any troops in return for thofe which had been fent with 
Clive. The Southern monfoon, which had begun when they failed, 
obliged them to make the outward paffage towards Achin, and they 
came in from thelbuthward to Negapatam : in confequence of the in- 
telligence they received at this place, they put out again to lea and kept 
mlt of Sight of land until they Stood ini for MadraiL Chance always 
maintains Its Share in all evfcpts. Had not the unnecefiary anxiety of 
fhe council at Pondicherry tecalled Mr. D 1 Ache’s Squadfon from Kari- 
4^in the middle ofjune, biit permittedhimtohavecontinuedthe cruize 
he'Sutdlded, thefe Ships woiHd have been taken,’ and would have fop- 
'0A rite iww of money, Which had beenfche principal cattle, of $e 
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fnjitlefs and difgraceful expedition to Tanjore. It was the z$th of i 7 jft. 

July before the Englifh fquadron was Sufficiently equippedgrfeil, and V TTT^ 
on. the 27th they appeared in fight of.- Pondicherry, where the French 
fquadron lay at anchor, and with much hurry got under fail before 
night. The next morning the two Squadrons were out of fight of 
each other: on the 29th, the French anchored at Karical; on the 
31ft, at day-break, they Sailed for Negapatam, and at nine again 
Saw the Englifh Squadron \ but the wind blowing frefh, the three 
Smaller of the French Ships could not work their lower tier, on 
which Mr. D’Ache tacked and flood away, and the next day a gain Auguft, 
Saw nothing of the Englifh. The day after, the 2d of Auguft, they 
anchored again at Karical, where Mr. D’Ache received intelligence, 
which was not true, that Mr. Lally had been defeated before Tan- 
jore ; and, what was much lefs probable, that the Englifh iqtu£ 
dron intended to difembark a great part of their men, in order to cut 
off the retreat of the French army to Pondicherry. At, two in the 
morning lights appeared in the offing, on which the French fqua- 
dron got under way, and plying to windward perceived the Eng- 
lifh at day-break out at fea, about four miles to leeward of them. 

.Both Squadrons immediately formed theif lines, and Mr. Pocctckc 
perceiving the fhip which led the enemy’s van (it was the Count de 
Provence) to be. the ftouteft next their Admiral, ordered the Elizar 
beth. Admiral Stevens, to take, the fame ftation in his own line, inp 
ftead of the Tyger, to which, as in the laft engagement, it had 
been alloted. The land-wind blowing from , the a. w. the Englifk 
line ftretched with their heads to the s. s. e. At eleven o’clock the 
wind where they were, died, away, and left them quite becalmed. 

But the enemy continued to have a light breeze from the land, with 
which they flood on, their line extendiug Eaft and Weft, and pafled 
the rear of the Englifh line nearjy at right angles, without firing a 
fipigle {hot, although they had the&ireft opportunity of raking/and 
Aifrhijp g the Cumberland* and Newcaftle, which were the two 
fteramoft and, as all the others, lay helplef* inlhe.calm with 

their fternjs towards the enemy. 

U 01 
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1 758. At.nooa the fea- breeze fprung op from the e. vr> which gave the 
wind to the Englifh fhips. Both fquadrons formed their lines anew 
^ * to the wind, with their heads w. n. w. and as fbon as this was done 
in the Englifh line, Mr. Pococke at 20 minutes paft 12 made the 
iignal to bear down. 

The enemy’s line confifted of eight fail ; the Sylphide, which ap- 
peared in it in the laft engagement, was kept out to repeat fignafc : 
the Comte de Provence, which had not beeen in it, fupplied the place 
of the Bienaime, which was ftrandcd in the furf. The Elizabeth 
Hood for the Comte de Provence, and hawled up abreaft of her be- 
fore the reft of the line werhan their .proper form ; for it is impofiible 
that feveral fhips can correfpond inftantaneoufly in the fame opera- 
tions. Mr. D’Ach£ immediately made the fignal for engagement, and 
the Comte de Provence had given her broad-fide upon the Eliza- 
beth before Mr. Pococke threw out his fignal, at 20 minutes paft 
©lie, when’hfe whole line was cotnpleatly formed in doled order at the 
properdiftarice from each other, and all at equal diftance from the 
enemy, who were not fo regularly drawn up, curving inwards from 
Hr extrenfitire : the two admirals, as ia tbe former engagement, were 
in the center of their refpefbve lines. The fire was in both as hat as 
^offiUe : but the FYcnch fired high, the EngWh only at the hulls, 
amdhoth with much certainty, for they were near, the faa finooth,. 
ond the breeze light. In ten mhfotes the imzen of the Comte de 
‘Province rode fire, which obliged her to hear away, and cut away 
the mart. ■ ■ The Due fie Botugogftc-todk her place again# the Eliza- 
beth. A Uttle after the wheel of thee Zodiac’s rodder was carried 
.away by a Ihot from the Yarmouth, to repair which file pafled un- 
«fler the leeOf the Dfec d^^fleans, arid do xoaer returned 'again into- 
the line* than ode of her lowe r 4 wk -gam $n «the >gwfi -robin burft, 
and heat "through the-deok sbove.TWis •ffnfchaace was-foon fol- 
lowed l^a^gred£«i% forlhe%Mk-headof her pOwde^+rOomfook fire; 
'Whilft ^t^ftguifting it. the rudder gave wty agem, Undthefhip frU 
fool «f -the Dtic ifOrkafnvher fccorid'aheadf end both,- Wfoilft drf- 
entangling, were expoied afanoft defeficefcfr to ehe%0Cteft fire Mire 
HSndr opponents the Yarmouth andT^ger : the Conde and the Moras 
I went 



Book IX- The. Sqjtadhons. 

were by this time beaten out of the line, and at eight minutes after 
two, the Zodiaque as foon as diiengaged bore away, m in fifteen 
minutes more did the other five ihips not yet gone, all crowding all 
Ae fail they could carry, and even cutting their boats adrift, to malr* 
more way. Mr. Pococke then threw out the fignal for a general 
chsce ; but in lefs than ten minutes alt the enemy’s fhips were got out 
of certain foot ; and at fix o’clock their hindmoft were five miles from 
the foremoft of the Englifh fhips, which then ceafed the chace, and 
after getting together again hawied the wind, and at eight anchored 
off Karical, about three miles from the fhore. Mr. D’Ache fleered for 
Pondicherry. Notwkhftanding foe irregularity and fhort continu- 
ance of this fight, the French fuffered as much in it as in the for* 
naer engagement, although they had then 1200 more men onboard ; 
for their killed and wounded amounted to few lefs than 600, of whom 
33 were kified dead, and 1 5 1 dangeroufly wounded in the Zadiaque- 
alone. In the whole of the Englifh fquadron only 31 were killed^ 
and 166 wounded; both fquadrons fuffered in proportion to the 
manner in which the enemy fought ; the French loft in men and 
daughter, and all the Englifh fhips were fo much damaged in their 
rigging, that, if a frefh wind had arifen during the engagement, feve- 
tal of their mads mud have gone ;by the board, for want of the 
fhrowds, flays, and other fecurities, which the enemy’s foot and 
langrain had cut away. Both Mr. Pococke and D’Adte were wound- 
ed by fplinters, and Commodore Stevens received a muiket-ball, 
which lodged in ins fooulder, and was feen to be foot with aim. by a? 
French -officer. 

Three days after the. engagement, a fiiow called the Rubys, from 
the idand of Mauritius, anchored in the road of Negapatam, of 
which, as foon as Mr. Pococke received information, he detached: 
one of the foips of his fquadron, whofe boats cut the foow out, of 
within gun-foot of the Dutch Sag,, and the fort did opt fire 
to protect her, but, afterwards remonftrated againftthe offence. • A. 
§m ilwjr* iiftrr n Fhitrh flrp of 500 tons from Batavia, with 30,000 
wepwkls' dollars on board, anchored in the road .of 'P ondicheny,, 
i mmed iately feized as reprifal for the foppofodL 

conniyance. 
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1758; comrivaftce of the government of Negapatam, in not prete fl-ing the 
RtAys according to the rights of a neutral port. 

The retreat of the Englifh garrifons into Madrafs, and the infub- 
ordination of the Nabob’s troops at Arcot, left the country to the fouth 
of the Paliar without any other protection excepting from the troops 
maintained by Murzafabeg ; who endeavouring to cover a greater 
extent than his force was adequate to, was no where ftrong enough 
to oppofc the enemy ; and, in the end of June, a F rench officer return- 
ing with his efcort of Sepoys, and a party of horfcmen, which he had 
levied at Velore, furprized the fort of Trivatore, in which he 
left his Sepoys, who being joined by the peons from the French 
diftrifts, all together made incurlions on the harvefts of Conjeveram 
and Salawauk ; to reprefs which, the prefidency font out again four 
companies of Sepoys, two to Conjeveram, and two to Chinglapet ; 
which were not fufficient to reprefs half the mifchief. How- 
ever, an advantage was foon after gained by other means, which 
more than retaliated the lofs of Trivatore. Mr. Lally, on his ar- 
rival at Pondicherry, had given the fort of Trinomalee with its de- 
pedencies, which Mr. Soupires had reduced in the preceding year, to 
Rajahfaheh, the long-negle&ed fon of Chundafaheb, who to prove 
himfclf worthy of this change in his fortunes, levied a body of 300 
good horfo and 300 Sepoys, and proceeded with them in the begin- 
ning of Auguft, efoorting a convoy of provifions to the French 
army in the Tanjore country; but this expence and fubftra&ion 
obliged him to leave Trinomalee ill-guarded. Kiftnarow, the Kel- 
lidar of Thiagar, which had been attacked without fuccefs by the 
French troops, and whofc diftri&s were ftill continually harrafled 
by them, took the opportunity, and affiralting Trinomalee in the 
night, cariied It, and {Kit all the garrifon Co the fword. « It was taken 
on the loth of Auguft, and k was not until the 14th that the pre- 
sidency received intelligence of the ag re e me n t which <he king of 
Tanjore had made on the lift of the month, Co affift the Frepch 
army in the attack they intended againft Tritchinopoly ; on which, 
Ay wft h t i to take the field, but with no other views or hopes 
riwn that the rumour might recall the king,orax‘leaft ftefl the 

defo&ion 
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tfcfeaion of other allies. The ufual tardiaefs of preparations do- 
tained the troops in the town until the 18th ; when Cqjouel Law- 
rehce marched with eight field-pieces, 620 Europeans, and 1200 
Sepoys. On the 24th, they encamped on the other fide of the Ba- 
liar, about eight miles beyond Chinglapet, when having received in- 
telligence of the retreat of the French army from Tanjore, they re- 
turned themfelves to Madrafs, where they arrived on thelaftday of the 
month. Whilft abroad, a party of the Nabob’s troop6 from Arcot, 
encouraged by their march, joined thofe of Abdul Hay the renter 
of Salawauk, and, after an aukward attack, which lafted eight 
days, retook the fort of Trivatore by affault, and put man y of the 
garrifon, which confifted of 500 men, to the fword. , 

Mr. D’Ache retired from the laft engagement with a conviction 
that the Englilh remained to windward with the intention of fidl- 
ing fuddenly upon his Ihips, whilft moored and repairing in the 
road of Pondicherry ; and it was fuppofed that they had two fire-lhips, 
although they had only one, which had been of no fervice in the laft 
engagement : however, thefe notions determined him to anchor oppofite 
to the town, as near the Ihore as poflible, under the protection of the 
line of guns to the lea ; and the council, in complacence, it is laid, 
to his ideas, recalled the detachment of 600 Europeans encamped 
with Mr. Soupires at Gingee, who came in on the 1 4th, on the fame 
day rhai- the troops from Madrafs took the field. Neither the re- 
monftrances of the Count D’Elbagne, fent forward by Mr. Lally, 
to proteft againft the difrepute which would follow this apprehen- 
five conduCt, nor Mr. D’Eftaigne’s offers of embarking any number 
of troops on the Iquadron, and of accompanying them himfelf, as a 
proof of his confidence of fuccefs, availed to induce Mr. D’Ache 
Co £ul» and try the rifque of another engagement. Mr. Lally 
moved with the army from Karical on the 24th : they were two 
days in palling the Coleroon at Devi Cotah, and obliged at l?ft to 
leave their artillery and carriages there *, when Mr. I^aliy went 
fo r wa rd with a fmall detachment, and arrived on the *8th at Bob* 
dicherry, where he immediately fummoned a roixt council <jf the 
^d pi oi fttafton and the atmj, who concurred in re roonftr a bog to 
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Mr. D" Ache the neceffity of meeting die Englifh fquadron again, or 
at feaft of deferring the departure of his own whUft they r emain^ 
•on the coaft. Mr. D'Ache returned the unanimous opinion of' alt 
his captains, that the one was impracticable, and the other too 
dangerous to be rifqued : however, after fome mediations, he con- 
Tented to leave 500 of his Tailors and marines to Terve on fhore ; 
and on the 3d of September Tailed with all the fhips for the l(le of 
Mauritius. 

The detachments which had been font from Tritchinopoly to 
aflift Tanjore, and the attack impending on Tritchinopoly itfelf, if 
Mr. Laity fhould fucceed in his views at Tanjore, had obliged Captain 
Calliaud not only to withdraw the guards of Sepoys ftationed in the 
-difbant villages, but even to call in the garrifon he had placed in 
the pagoda of Seringham, although under the guns of the city. 
The brother of Hydernaig, with the party of Myfbreans who had 
lately been driven out of it, had. returned from Dindigul, rein- 
forced with more, and were waiting at fome diftance to the weft ; 
and as fbon as Seringham was evacuated by the Englifh troops, 
they came on, and took poflbffion of it again : but Calliaud, as 
fbon as the French army retreated from before Tanjore, fent out 
parties to attack them, who with little effort difpofTeffed and drove 
them away. No probability then remaining of any intermediate dan- 
ger, Calliaud refolved, as fbon as his detachments returned 
from Tanjore, to difpoftefs the reigning Rheddy of Terriore, and to 
reftore his coufin, the expelled R-heddy : who had long folicited 
this afiiftance, which could not with prudence be afforded, whilft 
the .French garrifon were remaining at Seringham. The viciftitudes 
of thefe -two -competitors had been peculiar. The French found 
the Rheddy, -now expelled, in poflfeffion when they-over-ruu Ter- 
riore in 17.55; and then depofing him, appointed the Rheddy 
D#w reigning, whom they removed in 1755, and reinftated the 
faft t but, bang, afterwards diflatisfied with his condv&, expelled him 
in 1756, and again reinftated his rival ; who, foam this laft appoint, 
feagtyt, had. "kept pofieffion. The plunder of the adjacent villages 
fc dtMCt tk Terriore, and the ftreights of Utatqor, was the only de- 
triment 
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cmneat to be appended from ham; but 

^tended by the Sugars of Atcdpr^ , 

Um* whole. W averfion to the J^ch, it was afrhi* titratM 
efpeciattyfe.i>0;lnt to ehoaurage by wdulgiaa their telici&lieJSte 
the rcmftatemeat of their friend. 

Accordingly Captain Joseph Smith inarched, with his 
of 70 Europeans, the company pf 50 Coffres, two fidd^tetpgp 
with their artillery *meh , and oompauief of Sep^s^cpaamaipbtd 
by Mahomod Ifioof. The depofed Rheddy, with’fbroe of the Opi|p»- 
ries, or natives of Terriore, who ,abided by his fortunes, a«£amp$- 
nied the detachment, and, if nothing more, were to ferye 3% guides 
through the wood. Meffengers were lent forward with a 
ordering the Rheddy within to come out, antd.meet Ottpesiq J 
and they were inftru&ed to take notice of ev$iy thing, tbjstt?i 
in the path through which they fhould be ted; but the' 
at the barrier Hopped them, and tent on die letter-by men «jf 
own, who returned with a letter from the fi^beddy, which de^ 
livered to the mefiengers, who brought it to. Captain Sqaith taulhp 
march. It contained vague apologies for ia^not coqjiflg out,of §j|pr 
wood, and endeavoured to gun time, which Cap$j#p Smith retelved 
not to lofe. The troops arrived in fight of tbofAtnier at tepr in 
the afternoon of the day after they had crofted, pe Cotapoffe wd 
immediately termed ter the attack. 

The wood of Terriore ftretcheth so notes, alppgJ&e foot nt/fiBO 
weftern mountains, and extends from them 10 miles into the pteb|£ 
the wood is in tooft parts feven miles tfraough,. mad enc^afi^ap 
op^n' gawted about thsee mile* Agnate, of ^fuch.th^frr^: fitted 
of the Wood kftlfr adfaim to fhe hills ; apdm this 

i f hjMStoapm^^9Qusjpiftp. ' 

5,4 wouldi bo int theft jWs - 
... Sep 

I m had teBance, to enter 1 
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llpl^bfidEriiiils diftaace on the ript,)diafer the cak&aQ: of the 
lilies, who uitdixtookto lead them to the town, throUf^Vfecret 
path, of which there (ue feveral in the wood, knowa-oolyto die 
inhabitants, who hall them the rogues* pathway. t^ firfi banW 
was a winding paflage between two thick-fet hedges of thorn, lead- 
itninfis dE&dKr path of the wood; hut choakedat both ends 
Wath Jbrahbles hud fas the oocafion. Neverthelefs the enemy abaa- 
IdM tKi poft, although veiy defenfibk, without refinance. ' 
h-%he CoffiesJed, followed by the Europeans ; they by one of the 
fix-pounders, with limW hosts only *» and the Sepoys marched in 
the sear, excepting a few who remained to guard the other fix- 
yppdo*, fhr fpTifT lini — ~ and the baggage, which were left 

•t the flrirt of the wood ; the line proceeded more than a mile in the 
path without interruption, but at length was fired upon from a 
breaft-wurk of bride on the right ; hum which the enemy were 
fain ^ M ndg ed , and retired through the bufhes to the next ; but as 
>titey were intent in carrying off their wounded, the mulketry gauled 
them a good deal as thefSinere going away. Moving onward, the line 
ibon received a finart ,4Mj&^ a fecund fcreaft-work Rke the firft; 
but the Coffins foon obliged the enemy ttTtpait this .Man Hkewife, 
gjpythcy tetittd to their main body; ‘a few df’the line were 
drintjg them. ftom thefe defences. The •Cofires con- 
tynued th move on in front, and hadout-mardied the reift of the 
JjCfe, when byaJbtJJen turning in the road, they came unexpectedly 

* • « • Jjv j* , j* i • ' A 
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tfesir naatdaiocks, which, with the iiirprize. paiuc-ftru c ^ „ r _ r 

**« path,^w«» immedi|*ely followed jw’jhuu 
two******* t^t^ck^san TbereJ§, 

ttwtime JWt&quutf the caufe. -C^ptiun Smith immediate^ led qq j ^| 
Europeans, whofoondrovethcmeipy back into th$ wood, who did 
not efcape through die barrier of thorns before the wall. Both yrpfc 
now attentively examined $ and,whilft feme endeavoured to tea t up. 
the hedge in ftont, others tried, to get round- the fowiks^of it J»tq. 
the wood-; but none Succeeded, and fover^ l Were wounded. -The 6<fl4* 
piece was then advanced, and fired until all its ammunition was ex- 
pended, without taking any effe& on the parapet, or int imida ti n g 
the enemy, whole matchlocks hadwpundedfive of the fix artillery- 
mm Serving the guu, and moce of.the other Europeans, whpli&ewifp 
had expended rooft of their cartridges. It was now feven o'clock^ 
and began to grow dark, when all the blacks, whether Coffres, JSp* 
poys, or Lafcars, took advantage of this protection, and . flunk away 
back into the path, out of rile reach of danger, excepting Mahomed 
Ifloof, one fervent of Captain Smith’s, apd ope Tindal, or axpoofdl 
of the Lafcars. A fupply of ammunition had been font for fi&to 
the flrir t of the wood as foon as the troops came to the wall ; but 
fhun thedirianceitcould nQt.be expected for fome {ime. During 
Which, C ap ta i n Smith ordered the Europeans to fire their mufkets 
now and then againri: the parapet, as well to convince the enemy 
that they were determined not to relincjuifh the attack, as to divert the 
c han ce of their discovering the party withRamanaig, whofe arrival, 
too long delayed, had for forpe time created much , doubt and anxiety. 
At4ght o'clock mote, ammunition <^me up, when thefirtogyir^ 

dmM>Mr:-«f *h« fijtond of-Dwg 1 *““ 

tfae wnod t jjfaU is the ftc ' 
the fiskh ^thrir Pto 
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.* J5I. aftdvRlmanaig breaking down. the gate, let itt-hi* friendi.wkhout, 

k'T^w 'l^kre remained three miles of dae path to the town, butimpedcd 
with no ma^e defences, nor were the thickets on either 'hand fo 
dole. The troops were gathered, the Sepoys and, Cadre* who 
had kept back came on, and all proceeded to the town, .which 
they found abandoned. The reigning Rheddjr, and all his people, 
hadefcaped into the hills, excepting a few .men who could not 
remove, having been blown -up with gunpowder intended to load 
a field-piece, which they were dragging to the wall in the pals. 
The delay of Ramanaig’s party had been caufed by the timidity of 
his guides, who, on fame fright, left them loon after they entered 
the wood, to find their way as they could. Of 70 Europeans 4 were 
kSDefl and 28 wounded in the attack ; Mahomed Woof was fhot 
through the arm, but, binding up his wound, continued on the 
ground until all was over. A great number of fading ladders were 
found at the Rheddy's houfe, which had been prepared, and were 
lying in readincis for theFrench to efcalade Tritchinopoly, when they 
fhould fee the opportunity. The natives of this difrrid have little 
refemblance with any others in the Carnatic; they have large bteated 
heads, pot bellies, and fmall limbs. The climate is very unhealthy 
tip ftrajigers, imputed to the nature of the water. The detachment 
Continued in the town a week ; and during this fhort flay Captain 
Smith, all his officers, and moftof the other Europeans, fell ill. 
Three companies of Sepoys, with three good ferjeants, were left to 
proted the reinftated Rheddy ; and the main body of the detachment 
returned to Trkchkippoly. . . , . . 


Mr. Lallyfelt fevetely, although he did nett acknowledge, the 
$|&e <tf h« retreat Tpijjere. . ft esafpei^th^mifi^^ 
fin dhpofitkm, and inflamed rfl his pi^odKesand wiuno- 
..fifa'ifl&Bh, continually exprefled m the keeneft feosdsMjfa#- 
Wcolld fuggeft, had rendered him odiou»tt> 

. ' w w colony,; 

^ns'Mave alfowed cp^icity jrt&j 

ybt\ms- 'te'Aeir >feaahi^ 

could 
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coW aggravate Kb nKirfilicafioasj ftpt even cowardice adag|. airimng h 
the fupppfition arofeonty from the' ftun which he recfcd ..In the 
Wet of the Tahjorke horfehien. Being naturally fufpicious^add 
equally ihquifirive, he ®#ftot rtmWignoraOt of thfefe reportsfW ' 7 mmr f- 
opkfcns ; but for die prefent IKfled his refentmeilt, in hdpeiof 
tracing them to principals worthy of notice,- whom he fufpe&ed to 
be the firft in the government, from their adherence to Mr. Bufiy. 

Thefe reproaches, however, ftimulated Iris activity to enter me- 
diately into adtion; and, on his arrival at Pondicherr^, whihl ar- 
ranging with Mr. D’Achc, he ordered Saubinet to march with die 
600 Europeans who had encamped with Soupire’s, and w ej e frefh 
men, and retake Trinomalee. But before we open this new cam -, 
paign, it is neceflk ry to review the events of Mr. Bilfly in the 'IJte'- 
can ; and continue the affairs of Bengal to, this period i'hs tufax 
were at this time approaching' to an . immediate relation with the 
operations of both nations in the Carnatic. 



The force with which Mr.. Bufly marched from Rajahmundrunft 
in the beginning of the year, to " rejoin Salabadjkg at Aurehgabad, 
confifted of 500 Europeans infantry; and artillery, 200 Europeans- 
‘ mounted as Huffars and dragoons, 5000 Sepoys, and 10 field-pieces. 
They ftruck diredtly acrofs the country, paffing through Elore, and 
proceeded in a high road, which had never before been marched by 
a body of European tiroops. The diftance .by the perambulator is. 
nearly 400 miles which it is faid they accomplifhed in 21 da^rs. 
On their arrival at Aurengabad, they encamped on the weffern fide 
of the city, and in the nridfjt of four armies: Nizamapy’s jftom. 
Bertr? ' the. arifiy ofthe Subahflrip, of which Nizatnally had Ufcewife 
^i^^d the command ; of Baffaulet Jung from AdonL; , Mid (lie 
iffiy m^awr enin mantled by BalagttftoW k perfon, ,$bo had 

i&poaspige^otf the hpnfufioaa in. thc.goyeauh^n^TOt 
fctTlfc&ei tided holSMfci. 
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day he went to Bafogerow, whoi met him •h^^/fk^r itt £ 
teat pitched on purpofe, and then condu&ed him to iaa camp, 
where they had a tong conference. Shanavaze Khan had already 
alked permiffion to exculpate himfelf in perfon ; but Mir. Bufly com- 
miflioned Hyderjung his principal agent to receive his commtdtica* 
rions, in order, if poffiWe, to difeover his real practices or intentions. 
The father of Hyderjung was governor of Mafufipatam when the 
Freuiqh ’fodxfry in that city was confiscated in 1750 by the orders of 
HJajSrjing, Of which he evaded the rigour ; and afterwards, when 
the city itfelf. was furprized by the armament Sent from Pondi- 
cherry by Mr. Dupleix, is iuppofed to have connived at their 
fuccefs. With theft: pretentions, his foil came, and tendered 
his fervice to Mr. Bufly at Golcondah on his firft arrival there with 
Salabadjing from the Carnatic, when Hyderjung received a Command 
in the French Sepoys, in which he diftinguithed himfelf-; but ftill 
more by his fagacity and addrefs, until by degrees he became 
tile principal confident of Mr. Bufly, who, to give him weight 
and dignity, obtained for him high titles from Salabadjing, and even 
a patent of nobility from Delhi. From this time, his retinue 
and 1 houfehold were eftabliflied with fumptuoufnefs ; and he was 
aUprfed to keep a conrtant court or durbar in Order to 7 extend his 
iadfennations ; and Jaghires with other emoluments, fuffleient not 
only to defray his expences, but to eftablifh his fortune, were 
likewhe conferred on him, as well by Salabadjing as Mr. Bufly : 
his penetration (bon perceived that Shanavaze Khan, naturally 
timid, was frightened by the arrival of theFrench army ; but. that 
fce had been the fecrct fprihg of all the mifcHief, in which til 
ha&engaged From a pwfeafion that ftfafe 

nations 

.mr«y 

circumit 
er of . 




Ts<c Dicik. 

aaxmgft the troop*, Mr. Bufly refolved for the prefont to take Sha- 
navaze Khan in his hand as for as he would go, jgfWich he 
would at leaft be more narrowly watched, if not piSentod from 
fiigjgeftmg refburces to Nasally, and abetting them with hit pub- 
lic influence, which, from his long forvices, and a perfuafion of 
his attachment ro the family of Nizamalmuluc, was confide rable. 
In conformity to this conduit, Mr. Buffy, by appointment, vifited Ni- 
zamally, but with a very ftrong efcort, which, when he entered die 
tent, was fo difpofed, as to be certain of avenging any attempt on 
his perfbn. The interview continued with calmnefs until Mr. Buffy 
advifod Nizamally to deliver back the great foal of the government to 
Salabadjing ; when Nizamally anfwered with much heat, * that he 
“ with his brother Bafiaulet Jung had been obliged to take it from hit* 4 
“ by the clamours of his own troops, who having been long dtfqp- 
“ pointed of their pay, with an army of Morattoes in fight, eould not 
“ have been retrained from open revolt, if he and his brother had not 
“ immediately furnifhed a part of their arrears, and given their own 
“ obligations to pay the reft : it was therefore unjuft to deprive them of 
“ the means of reimburfing the money they had advanced, and ftill 
** more, to difable them from providing for the difchargc of thdar fu- 
“ ture engagements, the failure of which would, from the fame caufo, 

“ expofo them to the very dangers which they had averted from 
** Salabadjing,’* The next day Salabadjing vifited Nizamally in his 
camp, and demanded the foal in form, but received the fame anfweit 
Whether from real or pretended indignation, Nizamally the day 
after font for Shanavaze Khan, and reproached him publickly as the 
Mriuy ofi this advice : the next day, which was the 14th of Febru- 
ary, a? Bafiaule t Jung was paffing on his elephant new the palace of 
a muftet in the croud went off, and the hall pa fled 
bootings an which he was tiering *• the man was in** 
mediately feized,.and being <p*eftio*ied, (sad, he b#d been hwpfl by 
yrrrr-rr gJ to n end Hyder Jung, with the proptfeof 
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n#tf^*d1iis elephant, and advanced nkh what troops were, ready 
^ tic neareft gate ; but after feveral mef&ges which allured hir^ 
tUat Baflaulet Jung was fafe, he returned in the evening. The 
day after Baflaulet Jung went to the detbar of Salabadjing, fpoke 
Handing, and with exprefiions of umifoal difrefpeft flung down 
the foal. It is fq rare in the manners of Indoftan that any inde- 
corum of words or gefture pafics amongft equals, and Hill more 
from an inferior, that the officers prefent in the durbar formed 
conjectures of thefe animofiries amongft the brothers ; 
and althoogh the few, who reafon before they believe, im- 
puted the nxufltet-ball to chance, and the confeffion of the man 
to Ipbomatfon, yet the troops even in Salabadjing* s camp were per- 
fifeded that tie had been employed, if not by Shanaveze Khan, at 
leaft by Hyder Jung. Mr. Bufly law the general odium to which 
this prejudice, if not removed, would expofe himfelf and all his 
nation; find fu gge fted a means ,of reconciliation. The foal was 
font back to Baflaulet Jung, but an officer, who was a dependant on 
Hyder Jung, was appointed to keep it Jn a foaled bag, and to be 
prefont whenever it was ufod. This compliment, fuch as it was, 
fatisfied the officers of Baflaulet Jung’s court, and appealed the 
public ; and ether advantages were gained by it; for Baflaulet Jung 
qdnfonting, it placed him in fuch a relation with the adminiftration 
m Salabadjing, that he was other likely to relinquifh, or would not 
be able to conceal his intrigues with his brother Nizamally. A few 
days after this reconciliation, Salabadjing -font a deputation of his 
principal officers to Nizamally, requesting him. to relinqqifli the go* 
veroment of Bern, and to accept as a compenfatifea a monthly air 
tcHmtece of ad,oo? rupees. NoMmraHyrgeCh^ the, psoa^/u^ith 
ffil^n, r «tol|rit^hed%ten^l'thetseia{«, sfewiih ofdi 
natidhctiiften^^^Jffiwaliy was a fon of N«*malmul«k is 

' iSfc «xpre%» 'Wf.tiMfCtgl 
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vemmenifof Berar again fi the, will qf Soubah, provided he received 
fbnie other dignity which he might accept without j^fhonour; 
but by this time Nizamally himfelf was content to cjiflemble^ 
. and remain quiet, waiting, #>t,events. Such was the ftate of affiurs 
in the city and camps of Aurungabad towards the end of March, 
when the various agitations, which had hitherto kept every intereft 
in conftant vibration, began to fubfide ; and this temporary tran- 
quillity had been much wifhed for by Mr. Bufly, in order to ac- 
complilh another fcheme he had fome time been preparing.' 

No reliance could be placed on the integrity of Shanavaze Khan's 
conduit, whilft in pofleflion of fuch a refuge and refource as the 
fortrefs of Doltabad ; but no offers were likely to induce him to re- 
linquifh it, for Balagerow had in vain attempted to purchafe it from 
him : and the direlt propofal from Mr. Bully to Shanavaze Khan 
himfelf, would reveal the fecret, and defeat the intention. Mf:Buuy 
therefore employed Hyder Jung to treat with the governor of the 
fort, who, after a variety of arguments and overture^ at length edn- 
fented to betray his. truft on the receipt of a fum of money in hand, 
and the promife of a more profitable employment : but to fave the 
appearance of his honour, di&ated the manner. A day or two be- 
fore the execution of the fcheme, Mr. Bufly, as if having leifure to 
take fbme amufement, fent his compliments to the governor, re- 


questing his permiflion to pafs an hour in the upper fort, from which 
the profpeft is .extenfiye. and magnificent: and the governor invited 
him to dinner. Mr. Bufly arrived, efcorted by 300 Europeans, who 
Were admitted into the fecond fort, to which the governor, under 
pretence of refpe&,, fent dqwn all the^ garrifon of the upper, ex- 
cepting fifty men^.,wifh„whom he remained, himfelf above to receive 
<h<ftguefti. Mr. Bufly went ,up ; .accotppanjec^ by forty, nqeo* .many -of 
wnomwWe officers. The dinner wasferved in the hall of the 
foli ar* a when t ready, Mr* Bufly, with tlie.officers,^Went 

andhifl bodyguwdfemained at the door: butthe ppidar, 

wbq waited, Uttlej^ftancewasto be 'mw- 
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he could not partake of his hofpitality, bong obliged bytHe neexliity 
of his affairs, to make him a prifoner, and take pofleftton of the 
fort ; but that no violence was intended againft his perfon, pro- 
vided neither he nor his garrilbn attempted any refinance. The 
killidar, as if furprized, furrendered his poignard ; he .was then 
conducted into the area, and iignified his condition and the rifque to 
his lbldiers, who in deference to his danger gave up their arms. On 
the fignal, the French troops below got under arms ; by which 
time meflengers lent by the killidar came down and informed the 
g^rriion there of what had happened above; and fuch was the 
military reputation of the French troops drawn up before them, that 
the few, whofe indignation exhorted their comrades to revenge their 
lord and defend themfelves, found fewer to fbcond their refiftance. 
Neverthelefs, fome fltirmilhing enfued, but fubfided on the death 
of two or three of thefe leaders ; immediately after which, the gar- 
nlbns were turned out of both the forts ; and the defences of the 
town below were too weak to require heed. 

No reconciliation, and every mifchief, was to be ex petted from 
Shanavaze Khan after this provocation, and Mr. Bully had taken 
meafures to prevent the effetts of his revenge : a party of Sala- 
badjing's troops furrounded his tent in the camp in the very hour 
that the governor of Doltabad was arrefted; and as the connexion 
between him and Mahomed Huflfein. the king’s Duan had lately 
grown into ftritt intimacy, another detachment at the feme time 
lecured his perfon likewife ; they were both mule pnfonets before 
they knew why, or the Iofe of Dokabad. The news excited itoi- 
retfal affonifhmeat, and terrified even thofe itt whom it railed' tfts 
moft refentment ; for NizamaBy recovering from haikftemotiieha 


haterefts write ndt concerned. 5 
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view i 9 * What advantage, he (aid, can you Europeans derive from 17.58;' 
“ the poflfeflioa of this poft, fituated *n the center oflodofian ? If ' 

“ you hold it with yotlr own troops, k will only ferve to weaken your ; Scpte “*' 

“ army every time you quit the neighbourhood of Aurangabad. If 
“ you leave it to the cate of Salabadjing’s, his enemies, who are yours, 

“ will find means to get it, as Shanavaze Khan lately did. Would it 
“ not be better to give it me ? If I obtain it by your means, you have 
“ too much experience of my character to doubt of my gratitude ; 

“ and the con fiiiions which reign in the court of Salabadjing, the fitu- 
“ ation of your northern provinces, and the war in which you are 
** engaged with the Englilh in the Carnatic, may foon give me op- 
“ portunities of rendering important fervkes to your nation.*’ Mr, 

Bully replied, that his principal motive for taking poffeffion of Dol- 
tabad had been to fecure a certain refuge for the perlonal Safety of 
Salabadjing againft all the accidents of war, and ail the convulsions of 
his government. Balagerow, although difappointed, manifefted nq 
umbrage, but continued in his camp, waiting from events lome 
better opportunity of renewing' his plea. , 

Many had conje&ured the motives of his return, and the enemies 
of Salabadjing expected an immediate rupture between them ; and 
Nizamally, encouraged by this hope, folicited his alliance, promifing 


to give him Doltabad if ever in his power. But Balagerow gave no 
encouragement to his proposals ; on which, he with much hypocrify 
pretended to be at length convinced of the mifdemeanors of his late 
oondu&, and affured Salabadjing and Mr. Bully that he fhould chear- 
fuUy accept and abide by their ^determination of his. fortune. His 
profeffions, although doubted, vtvc accepted; becaufe the fe.du&iaa 
of of his connexions, and the imprifonment of the moft dan-. 

^*4 greatly weakened his means of mifchief; but, not to 
fhhckby too fodden an humiliation the public refpe& to his birth, 
itwasagreed to give him the government of Hydrabad, which/ al- 

nf its ancient domain, ftiH temped a vegr ; 
atgfilMiisi fefefiB of the Decan. NizamaUy toMfm'. 
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the tlapital of his government. The day of hisdeparturfe was fixed 
for the i ith of May ; and Salabadjing, having no fufpicion that he 
had any other intentions, went two days before to pay his devotions 
-at the tomb of his father Nizamalmuluck, which ftands fomewhere 
about 20 miles from Aurengabad. 

In the morning of Nizamally’s departure, he held a public durbar 
to receive the compliments of taking leave from the principal officers 
of the government : amongfl them went Hyder Jung, whom he re- 
ceived with marked diflin&ion : and, when he difinifled the aflembly, 
beckoned him, with feveral of his own officers, to follow to an in- 
ward tent, where they again fat down, and difeourfed a while with 
much feeming confidence bn public affairs, until Nizamally rofe fud- 
denly, as if urged by fome fudden neceffity ; but made a motion 
with his hand to Hyder Jung not to move, fignifying that he fhould 
return immediately, and in the inftant difappeared behind a curtain 
which opened to other apartments. Hyder Jung, notwithftanding 
the injun&ion, was rifing to make his obeifance ; when two officers, 
who were fitting one on each hand of him, prefled him down by 
the fhoulders, and a domeflic, who flood ready behind, plunged a 
dagger into his heart : the flruggle was heard, but it wa 6 fome time 
before the attendants of Hyder Jung were apprifed of his death ; for 


no fervants are admitted ’within the centries who guard the tetit 
of audience, and the greateft part of the retinue remain at a ftill 
greater diftance, in the place where their mafter has alighted. Letters 
all of the fame tenor to Salabadjing, Balajerow, Baflaulet Jung, and 
even to Mr. Bnfly, had been prepared previous to the aflaflinatiotf, 


dfefhribing it as tiie unfortunate confeqbehce of high words atid 
affront, which- had rifen between Hyder Jung and fome officers 
m the durbar, after Nizarnallyftad retired : the l ette r to Mr. Buffy 
bebught the fitft intelligence Which he received of the eVent^ and Wtn 
interpret ed to him by Ziilfacar Khan, the very' btotfier df:fiydbt 
jfKKfc Ttargenertf was immediately beatto,and^#l^num«etttii^ 
aftfay were mfettle atiay, wlpf'tdh ' 

Hplj , mttfMiltk his efephan^ uncertain 
afcftdft hrtafcif of afi 


fur- 



furrcrunded ; but JaffierAilyKhan, who at this time had the principal 
commandin Salabadjing’s army, im^iediately font him dibragces of 
his attachment, and fbon after came up with a large body of troops,; 
who ranged with the Frendhj and others were following : the firft 
care was to fend a detachment to ftreagthen the efcort of Saia- 
^ji n g> protedt his return from his father’s tomb : Mr. Byfly 
had no doubt that Shanavaze Khan and the emperor’s Duan Ma- 
homed Huffein had abetted, if not advifod, the affaffination ofHyder 
Jung : their confinement had hitherto been gentle, hav ing oaky: 
centinels round the enclofures of their tents, in which they lefided 
with their families ; but Mr. Bufly now foppofed, that they would 
endeavour to efoape to, or might be refoued by, Nizamally ; to pre- 
vent which, as well as to have fureties againft the aflaffination of his. 
own perfon, he font a ftrong detachment to bring them immediately 
to his own camp, intending to confine thorn in the fortrofs of 
Doltabad, until more certain information was acquired, or tranquillity 
reftored. The detachment confifted of Salabadjing’s troops, and 
French Sepoys. They found a multitude of armed men at the 
tents, who refufod them admiffion, which they immediately at- 
tempted by violence, and were refilled with .great refolution, ani- 
mated by the principals, who fuppofing their deaths determined, 
joined and encouraged their adherents ; after which no quarter was 
given ; neither did the conflift ceafo, until Shanavaze Khan with 
one of his ions, Mahomed Huffein, and moft of thofe who defended 
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them, were killed on the fpot. Before the evening clofed, an officer 
deputed by 'BalajeroW' came to Mr. Bufly, with affurances of his 
teftation of the murder of Hyder Jung. 

Nizaiwftly had been waiting in the utmoft agitation thejeqpr 
&jptnae*m£ hi? deed, and foems to have expeaed i very different 
Tfcfolt ; farthe news of Shanavaze Khan’s and Mahomed Huffein’s 
death Was obforved to ftrike him with difroay. At nMdftigbt fee 
thetamap, accompanied by the choice of, his cavalry 
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lBDjMffibtc. Refpeft to Salabadjing- Had withheld Mr. Bufly from at» 
tacking Nizamally in his camp, which his force Would have eaflly 
beaten up and difperfed. • 

' The next day Salabadjing returned, andimmiediately held a general 
council of his principal officers, at which Ms. Bufly was likewife 
prefcnt : after many opinions all infenfibfy' joined in the neceffity of 
punifhing Nizamally ; and this led to a general refblution of march- 
ing dire&ly with the whole army to Brampcxtr. Mr. Bufly, who 
knew die characters and connexions of thole who compofed the 
council, fufpe&ed the fincerity of feveral in this advice, forefeeing 
that nothing would render him more unpopular in the Decan than 
the imputation of engaging the Souhah in a war with his brother, 
to avenge an offence more particularly committed againft himfelf : 
he had, moreover, at this time received intelligence from Pondi- 
cherry that Mr. Lady was daily expected to arrive there, whole 
orders might not be consonant to the difficulties or importance of 
his own fltuation : he therefore endeavoured to revoke the refblution ; 
but Salabadjing himfelf infilled, and reded the neceffity on the af- 
fertion of his own authority. The whole army was in motion the 
next morning, and advanced with diligence for three days towards 
Brampour, during which Mr. Bufly convinced Salabadjing, naturally 
averfe to endeavour, of the inutility of the purfuit, fincc it was evi- 
dent that Nizamally with the infufficient force he commanded would 


be continually removing out of his reach. The army having halted 
a day began their march hack, thinking that they were returning to 
Aurangabad ; hut it was the intention of Mr. Bufly to leadthem 
by degrees to Gokondah ; and in this view he fugge&ed the tope* 
tSenty of moving towards the frontiers of Bcmr, in oefa. toiihp- 
prcfsony eonBUhei whkhinlghr he attempwdia that province 


by the adbetentsof NixamaBy. The army thus preeeedodjto rite 
Jbuth, leaving die city of Aurangabad at a d^ace^.^fe4R^r.hu^. 
Bd ri o g continually to fupfiert die pgnlKicMM^^ 
irihinrtp& $© Hourly, ■ that . they did noeseach|^WKhanl(eofdfaf3u^g^i, 
lIMt fitjplahwt' nudwt«tween ,K3ol^Uh: ■ 

''■ ni l , 

hit 



W*® Trill *CAH V 

Sm* com million to •& is ficmd m the command of the Fieqdi array, 
■and brought a letter from Mr. Lilly to Mr. Bufly, dated the -toth of 
May, which announced, although it, did not order, his recall. Tba, 
pafrage of the Gunga would decide the . continuance of the march. to 
Golcondah, of which the army (till remaned uncertain ; hut by this 
time Mr. Bully had gained the concurrence of Baflaufet Jung by pro- 
mifing him the govermeut of Hydrabad, which had been intended 
for his brother Nizamally, together, with the office of Duan to the~ 
loubahlhip : his approbation filenced the difcontent q£ many others* 
and the army (hewed no averfion to go on : and as it was daily ex- 
pedited that the river would begin to rife, Mr. Bufly making. u& of 
this pretence, arranged, that the tents, family, and domeftic re- 
tinue of Salabadjing, Humid pafs the firft, and then immediately fol- 
lowed himfelf with the whole body of the French troops,, in the 
■midft of whom he ordered the tents of Salabadjing to be pitched; 
Having thus fecured pofleflion of this important pledge, he gave out. 
his intentions, which he had hitherto concealed, of not advancing 
any farther towards Golcondah, before he was joined by the troops, 
he had left to garrifon the fortrels of Doltabad ; they were 1 50 
Europeans, and 500 Sepoys, to whom Mr. Bufly, on his return from 
the purfuit of Nizamally, had fent orders to come away, leaving 
the fortrefs toan officer nominated by Salabadjing, and to join him 


where he now was, on the Gunga ; his dread of feme evil chance 
befalling them, if left far behind, was the caufe of this precaution 
they were already on the way, marching expeditioufly, and a few 
days after arrived iafe at the camp ; which then moved forward, and 
the whole palled the river juft before the rains fet in, which, as ufual, 
fell aid .continued with great violence, and rendered the tranlpott pf 
^aWilWihdiffi.cuk,that arpsydidnpt arrive** Hydrabad. until 

the ijth oi frAfi 'in tvihieh dr Mr, Bufly received a letter wntten 
I aH y nntheigth of June, ordering hkn ta te^ti^to 


northern jwnces, 
theway^wbo had. mcejy«d ,j 

fcvas-Prtfcrvid to. the xorifrettience or. 
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The Wa^‘6V Coromandel. BofckHDC. 
njttfcm of Salabkdjlng, whole comreirions «m the 5 prefont owijun&ure 
"Mr. Lally confidered as a chimera of nb'effeft, and' who was thus 
■'deprived, even without apology, of the only fupport in his govern- 
ment, on which he had been accuftomedto rely with confidence. 
He took leave of Mr. Buffy with the utmoft despondency, called 
him the guardian angel of his life and fortune, and foreboded the 
-unhappy late to which he-ihould be expofed by his departure. Mr. 
Bully allured 'him, that he Ihould loon return ; and fuch was his 
■wllh and expedlation ; for although he knew the prejudices which 
Mr. Lally entertained againft himfelf, his conduft, and the whole 
connexion of the French nation with the Subah of the Decan ; he 
imagined, that his reprefentations in perfonal conference would con- 
vince Mr. Lally, that this alliance, and the affiftances which might 
be derived from it, would be the fureft means of acquiring and main- 
taining the Superiority of the French nation over the Englifli on the 
cOaft of Coromandel. The whole French army, for none were left 
with Salabadjing, marched from Aurangabad on the 1 8th of July, the 
third day after they arrived there. On the third of Auguft they 
reached Reyoor on the left bank of the Kriftna, about 20 miles from 
Mafulipatam, where Mr. Moracin joined them. Here Mr. Bully 
delivered over the command of the army and the government of all 
die ceded provinces to Mr. Conflans, taking with him 250 of the 
beftof the Europeans, of which loo were cavalry, and 500 Sepoys. 
They proceeded through Ongole to Nelore, where they arrived an 
die 4th of September, and were received by Nazeabtdlah as friends 
and allies. We lhall now proceed to the affairs of Bengal. 


War of 
Bengal. 
Mf. 


COLONEL. CLIVE on the day he amvtdat Musadavad < ftom 
Patna, which was 'the 1 5tht of May, re ceiv ed <adiiccs-fn>m' the coaft 
of Coromandel of the arrival of the French <■ ft}ua^iDn^ aad; of :the 
bet w een than and theEngijfb run dis'.’lijidi" ofAfltfL 
confiifion w^tb which the city ofM ua a dav adwas ft 
sd Jfcnr dm cotidud qf J MeertttO, rii 
tttpPtefidi wete artteing on ^h«iid^ib^ 

z. ' received 
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of Ixjtng- i$e*tb‘ls|ki the 


lift hft^wr tb flight, with tto , 

&M»b to^y fort Mefcftrm his own, vexation 

tt t&» attention which CHvtt Had fhrtwITto fbe pr eforratiory t of Rdy- 
dooluh* by taking him with hhn^aMuxadiavad, whan theCaihpajjgn 
btt)ke- Op at Bar. M e ewm had not 'beau ifcfe to fttpprefo «t- 
P«^on> of indignatfoo,, «whicl£ Wafer reported . to Cc^behasrryithe 
brother of Roydoolub, who a£ted in the city as in deputy in. the 
office of duan ; the brother, toofoltciBous for Roydtiiilob’s fafety-y khd 
his own, had tampered wkh a confidesabfe Jemautdarm the^Naboh 1 *?' 
Service, who gave his oath to aft, whenever danger fooedd reejufre, m 
defence of RhydodhiK's heferfo.' Miserufar obtained 
agreement j^ft as Clive and Rpydotrittb were approaching ^hedey# 
which he immediately quitted with much appearance of fear*, *n& 
went to Mootagil, one ‘of the palaces in the neighbourhood, 
where he fummoned all the troops mi artillery of the government, 
giving out that he intended to march away tb his fotfcfer, who had* 
not yet,paffcd the ftraght of Tacriagully. The more dbfeure ib& 
caufo, the greater was the terror railed by this abrupt refolution. 
The markets were deferted, the (hops were {hut, the bankers, even 
the Seats, would do po bufmefs, and many principal fomilies pre- 
pa^ to imd away their efiefls. The city had been for. two days in* 
this trepidati on , whim Clive arrived, and on enquiry, found that* 
t touap fr afiedrtd tafifpedt even him of joining with Roydoolub in* 
qyH j ggainft ."his life. He immediately wrote to ijife 1 

Nabob. cram&daiftii lotMeeruirt m 'the iharpeS terms, and fiafc'that* 


htfl 


if 'Bengal, 




^/.«s i or f 

Bum i f 1 1 

ttitittntf inn 
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The Wit u llltftAi. 
who jwa*ti»timate vntth turn, *1 llte toean»e|fcO| , 
oft|(ikafhnefa of hi* cendu»S, aaflj ^afl apd '* 
dtf tftioft fubmiffive terns. N g farth elefs, the newt of hk agitation* 
fed induced the Nabob to defift. dtom his huntings, andhk®tefcfees 
of polling the remainder of tfeMahostiedan lent ata famous cmim?, 
or tomb near Rajahmabak He arrived in the city on the 30 throf 
May ; but Cfee, kttbs fbfccittius of anmtemeww&Bh him, had 
gone no Jr oa thci4*h tk C aha rife u Twothoofend of the Rngfifk 
Sepoys wamtont thither, and- the reft, with, alt theEurobeaOs. re- 
mained at Coflimbuzar. 

CM the loth Of June arrived the Hardwicke, one of the company's 
fiiip# from England, with the arrangements that had been' made in 
CQi^bfRetom-a^4he>otoih of the lofs of Calcutta. The fitft advices* 
of this event were received in London in thc monthof Auguft of the 
prededsng ytor*. wbenthe company apftiintad a temporary committee 
of five-perfeas which GUare was to prefide) to manage their affiiir* 
feifeOj^tbut •in Novetnbar, they refolded to difmfe Mr. Drake 
fyoto thc gawtomcat, and ndoainapod. a council of ten, in which 
th# four feotor* toetoheca were toprefide afernutely, each tor three 
mopth? - w ftw* tooceftion ofi the totirhdf. Watts Apod tfeydfft* 
tfr* otberatoem Mr- ft ferwartgh a m , Mc^Botcher* amkftjlb. HWweH, 
wfeWla# not -yef returned from England. The firft retohition of 
Afe|uft had been fentin another flap, which alahooghdi^atcbed be- 
ijffeWto-notyet atnwedyfb that the deft intelligence of ib came iathe 
Hafdwicke, with thlit of November. The hieveky of this refolutioo 
fufcp&ed k to the imputation of ab&rdky: it was £ald that 'the- 'pmmi 
ofttototobyt K oafltenrd to treat with enoefesf, wcndd i 



.Tfcc. three mtw$ <?f„4s>cpwc4 Wt ir* m*t, 

than any with tnefe appTehen fions, and proposed to j$ft dtty 
Clive should he requested to accept, of the govecnmea^uifdcr the 
ufoal modes ^ the yqte was.pnaflinjwis, and the fender wa* «## 
and accepted on tne a 6 th of Jane. . » . , 

Intelligencer of, the fkliL of Fort St. David {ifed arrived on the a ath , 
and left no doubt of Mr. Lally’s intention of befiegfog Mstdrafs a» 
foon as the Englifh fquadron (houid be obliged by the to 

quit the coaft in Oftober, uolefs-he Should prefer to a p art 

of his force to Bengal. 

On the 4 th of July, lettui» wcw mavcu man nnupacrawe* 
•Gauzepetty, who had fucceeded the Rajah Vizeramrauze, in hie 


power and territory in the provinces of R^jahmundrum and Chir 
cacole. Amimterauze, diflatisfie^with the arrangements made byJhfa 
Bufly on the death of bis predeceffor, had waited an TfppajjtUfnqrflp 
take hie revenge ; which occurred foon after Mr. Bufly’s departure, 
by the embarrafTments in which he was involved at Aurengabad by 
the animofity of Nizamally, and the orders of Mr. Laliy for his re- 
turn into the Carnatic. A-nunderauze, on this intelligence, marched' 
from his refidence of Vixianagarnm, and retook Vnjagapatam from the 
French garrifon, of which he font advices, offering to furrender the 
place, to the Prefidency of Madrafs ; and requeuing them to fend 
a large detachment, which he intended to join with his own 
forces, and take the four provinces, which die French had ob» 
tained from the Subah of the Decan ; but finding that no troops 


could be fpared from the Carnatic, he now made the fame propofols 
to the prefidency of Bengal, where the project feemed delufiwe or 
4j^rperlcal to all but Clive. However, nothing could he determ ine d 
beforn the moqth d? Septemhff, wired flupa might Wft-tht n?er» 

wimM#t*oHy be«foertaa»e^ • 
the fcalibl* 0pZnj$fh flairs m the Carnatic .co$dJ* 

dd ia ficngal, ahd required more .compfoqp^ tlgpn 
of CatorttaJ*4 Mfiicrt p ftewn * 0 ;$*' ku&Miar* 
iT ““ eft-lair midi 




a* 

■m*- 

jar 



nit n«M J «r? 

«**• g^raft&jjT jMnramqB , , 

In ocher pdtofc oFthe government ho uriU’ obftsvW to 
>* ftethefaifof authority,: and fold Sne bT hil 
betrayed the convecfation, that tf aTfefeh ffcSufc flibuftcome Sato 
theprwirfoe WtftojMih&h&em, uhtefs t^te l&dgltlh refeafed hiqj. 
from alltheir claims of money', territory, -and exemptions. • 1 ; 

. dMtjsfeiu! espefifedthis changein thS'Naikfc't condud, becaufe 
tm|mO^%itolk ‘hone In his mind', and, In order to prevent him, 
at leaft for a while, from committing any exceSbs in his capital, as 
■well as to exhibit the appearance of union and cordiality to the 
public, the prefidency invited trim, as oh a vifit of pleafure, and 
as' a compliment to Clive on his acceptance of the government, to 
pofs feme days at Calcutta. Mr. Watts was; deputed to give the 
invitation. The Nabijb faw the drift, and befitated, but at length 
contented as fobti as' his’ boats fhoiild come from Dacca. They are 
a magnificent fleet kept at a^reat expence for pomp and amufement, 
arid the Nabob, with has family and women, every year pafs a 
TQonth in them at this feafon, when theCoffinibuzar river is hjgheft. 
They come from Dacca; decked and adorfifed, and return thither zi 
fooci as tlie foflSvd is over, to remain ufideft bnril Wanted ibfthe 
bailie occafion in the next year. 

Sqrafton, after CHve left Muxadayad, had attended to , the prefer- 
rdkm* bf -Itoydoohib m his office ; but" the Engftfh thenifelves had 
uhWhtfo|ly planted an engine which was oOfii^ei^nfly under* 
msmi^aB bis ‘ protections. r Nuricomar had accompanied the ten ay 
to Patoa, arid ai/a Oentoo very cohyq-fimtiith? reveafee*; wte 



k|* - - iiift ' 

Jpwfj® mxmm jffavr. 

-^Ii*v 4 rft i ttsedRiStei^flfeesiifc^^ N^dea^ wMj knprifon- 

***>*» whd, frigfctseiud, ^«o to|§B|£;4umfei£ 

*to the clemency of theRngtilk. <^feexercilp 
d&vowed nor di&pprovedv idaixi^t^r placed Nuncomar in 'jfjfit 
<ohfpicuous flagon of terror, W^ch 'V the objoft <f amtario in 
Jrwfi*, M Hie certain means Of t butknowiag that., the prac- 
tices by which he, was to makehisfortune could not efcape the ft. 
*g«city and experience of Roydoohpb, he now became -as apprehenfive 
•of his contreul, as he hadhitherto been folkitetasofhis favour, and 
caft about to fecond the Nabobs intention of removing him from 
•the duanny. Scraftoti fulpedted the views of Nun comar, wtri flh 
deterred him from conferring either with the Nabob or his fen, but 
he held nightly meerings with the emiflaiy in 
hded, and represented that the Englifli would no longer! 
any arrangements, which the Nabob might think proper to ; 
his government, provided they received the balances of the treaty 
monies, which he undertook to fee regularly paid. His arguments 
were at this juncture the more welcome, feecaufe Roydootslx con- 
tinued to evade the furaifhing of* money for the demands of the 
army, whofe impatience had obliged the Nabob to difourfe a part 
of his gold, which was, as ufual, treafured up againft extremity. 
The fcheme would not have been void of rifque, if Nuricomar and 
others had'not eflrjffirged the powerful houfe of the Seats from, the 
hueirefte of RnydOolub, by reprefentatibns, that they would be called 
onvfar money to fopply the Nabob’s exigencies, if Roydoolub oon- 
dmad lP delay the fupplws from tKe revenues. On the 24th R^ah- 
hijdyKib, fmmerly mentioned in rise resign of Allaverdy,, as fether of 
fciffendaft', andd^n to tfowagis Mahomed, tffco hsd:hl#«ia^h* 

J^vinceolMJkcea, - was a£pein’ted»deSf» t© 
£&bmFadd%^^h-£M 3 phib waroideredto ddivet <**r to 
‘ ' ' ‘ ib4«-4dhi^^4^tend»we oft&t;prtiS^»flf« 
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* Gfod&mi Mr; ; WM« «<!nwaoii ^ *&*f 
i Kprlin i of the oouoCU to, the Nibob^ytho, defimwof ipmai^g 
H^coaceffiod ;tn -what was coufented to prooced wSh him 

tj^C^u^^The boat*, which wcrenow arrived from Dacca,, spue 
Ordered, .to lyoc^.a^dtwait stt Aagadcop^ whcre the Nabohia- 
fbfcP* *&*>* .be ;la*dtuleen.the divedion of hunting jn 
theifluud of CojEEmbusafe whkhin the needle is coveted with 
jnUg^v^rofW' ofwany dew and tigers } hut tfeis*^flauf«naeot 
,qsas,«*4y a pretext to remain within call of the Cfcy, which he left 
oaf he $th accompanied % Mr.Watts. Two days after- hiodepar- 
tumdiisfcn Meerum ordered a body of troops, who we oe 'clamouring 
fortb&ir-ftay, togo and demand it of Roydaolub. They harrounded 
spd befe* tin ^nctoiures of his houfe, which were ipacious ;, and 
Roydaolub had gathered a coofideraWe number of his own troop6, 
tnuoi^ft whom were forae European deferters. Mr. Scraftou arrived 
Stjioydaotub’s houfe before any blopd was flted, and prevailed on 
hethjides to remain quiet, until he could inform Mr. Watts, who was 
then baking with the Nabob a(t Moucarrah, 14 miles to the fouch 
of the city. The Nabob pact oa fr d to know nothing of what was 
palling, and aotbotifed Mr. Wapf- to bring away RoydooLub. He 
arrived <a the city juft in tkne«o ! fave his lifcs fee Meefom* appre- 
bfohveof prevention, had Oi§0m the troops to feize his perfon at 
atg|j4^|ue ; and Roydooiub Ig^ffm^tred 4 dele of poifon to prevent 
the indignity. Mr. Watts ftgpMr. Sermon immediately put hint, 
Urkb p.fow attendant^, into hf»boat*» And a^ompaaiod hint with 
a p artycf Repays in others i'jfity, arrived at Gbfcutto. before the 


who^akedatHu 

M8*| 



until Clive afednooftof the council 
He then pootootUl wkht &m Me 



: return to : jMir.'tjbh atftrof 

th^.foftd iS yt ^^, , foeaghfo 

Fftirnifttfah 
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prevailed hn theNi^^o ' |rtmk ; -tfeir depd»ure,attdthey ferout 
for Calcutta on the 12th, dfisdllhd^V guard of £figti&<&idta'& 
The next night but onetfse city #fc$alarmed by a new tumoft. 

the 4th oT Sepreittbeir in th^ycar, began theMobanum, or 
firflf month of the Mahoanodan year, of tea days ate 

efpecially confecrated to devotion. The palSbes ef ^ffabo&aadhis 
foo Meerum Hood on the weftern banko^the Goffimbuzar infer, bat 
at fome diftance from each other. On the h'^ht of the i jth of Sep- 
tember, which was the 9th of the Mohansun, the Nabob went to 
his ion’s in a boat, and obferved die Ihore crouded' with r mat# 
greater number of people than ufual. Returning in his palankin,r$irf 
flopped to pay his devotions at' the principal mofqne of the city, and’ 
had previoufly ordered his general, Coja Hadde, to ftation a fuffi* 
cieiit number of .troops to keep off the populace ; but; on entering 
the enclofure of the mofque,' found it filled and furrotmdfed by fepoyv 
amongff whom were feveral jemautdars belonging to Coja Haddeef 
who, inftead of the ufual refpedt, kept their feats within, whilfe 
their foldiery thronged turaultuoufljT abbut the Nabobs and! prevented 
his paflage. He, nevertheless, , fufpe&rag no danger, Wa»o»deab«i|^Fi 
ing to get through diem, until one of the.fpies, who, -fta- vfm&ai* 
tended his perfon, returned but of* the croud, and told Hhn v tftaa, 
Coja Haddee had armed alibis awntroopB with fome bad intenriun * 
on which ihe Nabbb waited until all hbnd».wti*&e had-ptM* 

— ■ “ — if in 1 r awiTi ilwlflritl >wf 
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l«p€kne in, and faftthst Rbydoofcb 4#fent'i *»Tt 
fa^-0rfoathHfor two lactfe df*fcj*e4 ^kh ^i to4ie [ 

Mh& brHfoft iis depetuhaOs,’ W&tyai tfadcfee, rW®bfw5ft'^| 
this^nlohepattfc«igft theirobpsV td todnefcr therfttfe(i’ri& tinder 
ol^nttttdftig tiici r arrears; whek f&sy feere to&rr6undana rifeoff 
the Nabob, The Nabob* -wiftioUf fe^r wammatb^ (Kfinifled: 
Cqja H«jfe Mkt his . ierffec,. with orders tcrfeare tKe cky, and ap* 
p«&ited Mahnidee Cawn , a Fttan, to thepoft of '.‘Blaptjr, or. captain 
geneialof bis fortes. 

In tins manner was the^pry related on the lecond day after the 
tumult atthe Nabob himfelf to Mr. Haftings i and 

the vetv day after it happened. Rajah Bindefbund, one of Roydoo- 
I ub’s brothers, in a private conference on thk fubjefi, told Mr. 
H&ftufgft, that tife troops then afiembied were, at his devotion. TK» 
luggeftion induced Mr. Haftings to beSieve the kccufation againft 
Koyxkfc§ub; blit CdlonelCfive fiHpe&ed, and ordered ft rider enquiry. 
Inthe mean time, the Nabob had'tnfbrnfed Mr. Haftings, that.. He 
liad ;|pr poSeffiottof ar fetter wnttefe ■%' Roydobhib toCcgaJHkddee, 
id,- fe t t fe H Mr.'Watfs > and Mr. Scri&oa store mentioned ; as .having; 
cd Sfc fert d to fffetr prtjo& of &^oyingjttm;but he rejftifed^tb give 
a h^jy of the 'letter -fiyr Mr.;*Watts tend Mr. Scraftenu Mr. 

b^tbtwdalted with'' filth aft -^c^atiaii ; -(bp- wJucH‘ 

u B fcWro ^jyiifl ftp WUt, 4110 Ot uIS W tiffs* 
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twtopb 

and -Mr* 5trafltx«, 3*rfere ju^ rd^y {9 <jp vgjjf h 4 Jvp dg ^ 

livandia copy <*fthe v lett<y impu| 6 ed|fc RoydooVah; ; aud, ^tfoughhe 
had before kid, ifo i^hoe^ infefii^K^uhe/ja&K 


has fop Meerambad.ohtained.# 

reconciliation* ; The letfer, ‘ f ,e^bprt» ^©ja Haddee-to jcarc^; the affair, 
“ in which he. is engaged jtt|oimflpg$*te execution. J^oyd«jrfjj|> wUl r 
** be with him in time.; ( has Written ; to Meer Alii to jfuppdy the ex- 
“ fences:; has half tagged Sfcid Cbffim A%r|thftn.,,.aud leaves; jfft> 
** the diferetion of Coja Haddee to bring him oyefentirely; .wiU, 
‘‘ affuredly comply with what was agreed upon between himfelf and 
“ Coja Haddee; has gained the concurrence of Colonel Clive by thq 
“ means of Mr. Watts and Mr. Scrafton, and has taken the dif- 
*J charge of the tuncawS, and the arrears of the Nabob’s arj^y upon 
«♦ himfelf.” The caution ofRoydoolub during the cprvfederacy,again$ 
Surajah Dowlah, in which he never ventured to write, or even to 
lfcnd a meffage, rendered it fcarcely probable that he Ihould thus 
throw himfelf into the . powder of Coja Haddee, on pretences he kn€$r 
to be fi&itious ; and it was.ftill more abfurdto fuppoie, that, living 
in Calcutta without means pfefcape, he Ihould dare fo, heinoup a fal- 
lity againft Clive, whole ieveuty he had learned to dread as much 
as he refpefted his proteftion. Chve regarded the letter as a for* 
geiy of the Nabob’s and his. foil *n order to ejpfperate- him again$ 
Roydoolub, whom, if he ihould not punifhmore feverely, tl^ey ,ex- 
peded at leafthe would turn out of Calcutta, when they might. plun,- 
<$er hi 1 ", without controul, of his Wealth, as the ranfom of his life, 
But $n the pther hand it appeared ilrange that they Ihould ptoducg 
a letHC, which, if notj.trpe,; pdght be e^dy:di4>rpyed,jw a ^ 


D»pqg <?( tju^ft,^a^<UyAa|er 

to i£?5n 




brother*: 



g6t Tvs Wit W* *9*4 kt. Wti&mi 

i;5H toAQtaadcvad attf efcw td wi & much eftmplfe^ frjtoc Nabob 

g ^ and hu ion. Still- k reBMoaed to enrane Said Cafito JMy ^ghk^ 

ocpuaatoer.. ^ ^ AH14 b*ft «t this tfrfte Afe 6tfC& of lift Rngiiir pKft» 
dency wn A much dimtmfltod by an a tt nafl a en t ftat outirf the 
liter to the pro vinca «£ Qriritoote, thatlt became neaeffifty nat tiv 
provoke the Nabob, by prdbilig the tgOoftniny «f hisaoiidttfrp of 
which Otve had aapkiA ft fdEofcent proof, .fay a letter written in 
his own hand tQ-NBncomai at Hughliey, oft rito g him a tide and 
ji gKi w, if he wmrtd bring theaffeir of Iktydeotafe^ letter to a good, 
end: it wastheswfbredeesoed imprudent to indift die reproach he 
deferred;- but Clive told him, that if he gate ear to inch tales, 
there wotrfdbe m.esidto all lUrfutence between kiln and theEnglifh 
nation. 


Farther letters had Been- received hi A^iguft, front the Rajah Anun- 
faaitt} and otheradviees, which were not very cured, gave ftmeao- 
court of the difcords between Mr. Body and Nizttmalby at Anrenga- 
had. Anunderauxe Kpeated najre earneftljr,. and with greacer confi- 
dence, his rcqceftdf a body oftroops to drive; the FteneK-out of the 
oeded p rovinces, and now propofed, as eqdatty feeble, the Hdudha 
Of Mafbhpatam. Letters of the ftnae purport caste at the Hume than 
from Mr. Btiffolywho had been the agent atCutteefc, iad Hadproceeded 
frpm thence to Ingeram had' sifted Anubdertuxe oh the Way, and 
SMseaaesved by him with modi good-will. A few Ays after armed, 
advice s from the prefidfeooy at Xfadraft of the fteend engagement 


between' the ^fipiadroas on the 3d* of Auguft, with thrirbphrion, that 
the French (hips Were ft much dftabted that they theft retuftr be tbefe 
Surds so-tefit beftre thay ventured another ;-that the Prenchanfcy Waa 
fieftae thitMn-JSi^y was on hisnwrcfe frato My* ba» 

ahad tb lbfrdili^tam, friik Wamfe-iwwwe - jw | i fc»> :iaayiih 
<w g rt a ttfrpart, of the tew tinder his command t tha> thiamcaftril 
WtoadHP.' tiBy^intwtftnof cncrttnghi* Wboftlbftiylfcin An 
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«Dal>b M-^a6t»ifi»ndAo imiittofthff afduotucmili&wUch »nft 

feanenfoe. 

No. one doubted that Madc&Ts would be beflegedar.foon as ., the 
Monfoon hid ftatiht fijuadiws of thacoift, if reinforcements flxmjd 
act arrive before; bur Clive -did not entertain the formic* »ka«- fe 
could be taken whUft it had pwifions ; and as troops ware known 
to be in the way from England, if the {hips in which they were 
embarked ftould lofo theiv paSijfp isi that year, they would probably 
Jjmve in the firft months of the next. Nevertheless it was neceflary, 
if poffibk, to alleviate the -inequality between theEnglifo and French, 
force in Coromandel. 

But the preference which each of the Company's piefideqdes wan 
naturally inclined to jgive to its own fafety, as the only ground on 
which the property and fortunes of the whole community wem 
efeablifhed, fuggeffod apprehenfions, that Madrafs, in the fam 
manner as it had been treated by the prefidency of Calcutta, 
would, whatfoever might be the neceffity of Bengal, detain, on 
their own fervice, whatfoever troops might be font to their affiA* 
ance ; and, although little was to be immediately apprehended in 
Bengal from the French, yet the intire arrangement -of the Nabob, 
and the hazard; of all that remained due from him, were to he e«r 
pofted, if he law the Englifh force too confuierably diminifocd; 
without the immediate power of recall* to oppofe either his own at- 
tempts agasnfo them ; or to afford the iffiftioce he might want* whe- 
ther in the maintenance of his authority againft his own ihbje&s, of 
the defence of his ,tcmhory againft foreign enemies. 

- In confeynnc enf thsfo oonclwfions it was determined not 'tf, fof ifr 
a body, of troops to. Madrafs, but to enjplpy ^U that could with pru^ 
HtfpnrHi m c op oe r^r with Am m de r a n ^c, agak^.weFrepch^p 
the«ededpro«m*s *;whiqh wouldc^er ! occafiena diverfion^their 

troops in the CecnlMic^ o^ if eh^nagk&ed thjs aifif^nav 

ck fo them st «mk o£a« tfaxM wifod by^c* tygmr 

^Motion dagger d" 
immediate orders of Calcutta. 

3 A a 


Th« 




September. 


3WWa* b*S*»GAL. 

Tlft'<Sondu& of -the expedition was committed to Liedteft&rt l Co^ 
lottd Forde, who, on the invitation of the prefidency to take the 
©einmand ofthe army inhale of the departure of Coldnel Clive, had 
quitted the KingVfervice in AdlerCrOh’s rfegiinent, ! and arrived 
from the coaft in 1 the month of April.' Mr. George Grey 'Wan 
lent to - continue the courfe of intelligence at Cutteck, and Mr. 
John Johhftone was difpatched ' in the Mermaid flbop to make the 
rieceflaiy preparation fc in concert with Anunderawte at Vizagapatam. 
The force allotted for thie expedition was 506 Europeans, including 
the artillery- men, 2000 Sepoys, and 100 Lafcars : the artillery were 
fix field-pieces, the belt brafs fix-pounders, fix 24 pounders for bat- 
tery, a hoWitz, and an eight-inch mortar. 80000 rupees, and 4000 
gbld^iftohurs, equivalent to 60,000 rupees, were the military cheft 
for immediate expences. The embarkation was made on three of 
the Company’s flfips arrived lately from Europe, on the Thames, 
a private {hip of 700 tons, with two of the pilot Hoops of the 
river. The Thames likewife carried a great quantity of provifions 
intended for Madrafs, whither (he was to proceed as foon as the pre- 
font forvice would permit. By altercations in the council, for the 
meafitrc was too vigorous to be acceptable to all of them, and by de- 
lays in the equipment, the veflels were detained in the river until 
the end of September. Their departure left the Engliih forte in the 
province barely equal to what they carrried away. 

' The progrefs of this expedition after the departure of the armament, 
beam more relation to the affairs of Coromandel than of Bengal. 
The emits which immediately enfued in the provinces of Behar and 
ifcngal, originated from the diftraftions which had for many years 
prevailed at Delhi; the capital of the empire, and from the views and 
operations of 'aWkriety .powers afitirig in the 

center of indoftan. 'The detejfopement of theft caufes, and their 
efibAf; require anumneerrupted invefHgftion of noiit tie compft- 
risrioh-fcnd extent. . ‘But theitfaportant and neater oonteft already 
tpeplsd Between the EngUft .aad French nataons in the Gar- 
HODBt HISS' tOiUtt * 
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that our narrative, once engaged, cannot quit their operation* 1758. ! 

without impairing the perfpicuity neceffary to explain the ftrift T 
fucceffion of influences, by which preceding events were continu-j 
ally producing thofe which immediately followed. We have there- 
fore determined to continue this portion of our ftory without in- 
terruption, until the events themfelves begin to take relpite j 
when we fhall return to the affairs of Bengal. 


End of the Ninth Book. 



